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THE

Strange and Startling
Noises in Omaha

Ding-ding-ding, ding-toot-to-o-t t-o0-o0-ot
There comes the fire department

"Hello, central!” What's  buraing?
that so? Thank you."

How often the busy people along the
thoroughfures are startled by the horos
and bells of the city's fire apparntus. Dur-
ing the old volunteer regime Jingling bells
wore fastened to the carts and trucks by
means of coll springs. These soon gave
wiay to the brass gongs usually attiached
to the dushboard of the wigon and oper-
ated by the driver. Of receont venrs, however,
with the Introduction of the swiftly-mov-
Ing trolley car, with its warning bell, and
the strong competition to attract publie

ber tires has done away with the rattle
and the bells are more effective

For nineteen years Willlum Quigley huse
been blowing the big steam whistle of the
Union Pacific shops and it has never missed
a working day except once, when o defec-

tive pipe blew the entire aftalr off the roof

It consists of several whistles, was care-
fully tuned when put in and & the best
modulated steam signal in the ity Thou
sands of people have been suddenly awnk
ened to some stirelng event o the clty s
history by this deep-voleed warning
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An dron coupling pin 18 used by a well
known restaurant for the cooks to signal
the wilters when thelr special orders are
prepiared

The department stores use D Dross gongs
In ciase of e

Those who live pnear the busioeas portlon
of the city are constantly told the hour of
the day and night by the e clock In the
tower of the federsd bhullding
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FIRE ALARM—THE OLD WAY. -0

attention by the popeorn man, the sclasors
grinder and advertising fakir, the fire de-
partment has been foreed to change ite
slgnnls und teach the people something
more effective in order to clear the streets.
Now we have the horn. Both man and
beast are beginning to know its warning
and it 18 interesting to watech a spirited
city horse prick up its ears as the tooling
is heard several blocks away and stand
unmovid as the long Hoe of apparatus
rushes Ly on it way to quench the fire.

The same horn is used by the chlefl to
slgnal the crew of a hose line to turn on
the water after a coupling has been made.
If cart No. 2 I8 ready, two blasts from the
horn and the water fills the pipe. Three
oots for No, 3 and the nozzle trembles as
the water rushes from the hydrant. So on
up till slx or seven streams are playlng on
the blaze,

On the larger fire-fighting machines they
have gone buck to the old-time bell, but a
somewhat large one and similar to those
used on a locomotive. The use of the rub-

“ FIRE ALARM—THE NEW

the river frout for more than fourteen years
Perbaps the most startling and mirth-
provoking whistle in Omuaha is the sieam
siren of the Hemis Bag company This
noisy affair, with it sliding tones, was
put up two years ago and operated by
Fireman Meyers When the Nebraska
troops left for the Philippines the HBemis
company burned a ton of coal In making
steam to glve them a Ntting sendoft The
whistling was repeated when the New
York troops went west and agailn this full
when the rallroads sgreed make the
rates for Ak-Sar-Ben week.
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Niren Announces Good Newns,

A large St, Joseph firm expressed iis in-
tention of locating o Omuha and the fa-
mous slren was Lturned loose to anpounce
Its comling abhend of the city papers. Mr
Peters says hundreids and hundreds of tele
phone calls were recelved begging to know
what was the matter He says he knows
4 good thing when he hears It and has sey-
eral tons of coal ready announce the
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THE FAMOUS BEMIB BAG

COMPANY'S BIREN WHISTLE.

WAY. .
cupled by a gay boux party consisting of
the swiart young set of the city., There
wis i great deal of laughng wod talkiong

Bulug on i the boxes duriug the play, but
at which Mr. Bkinoper took no ollense—mik
g wllowances [or their youth aod exuber-
atce. The production wes ab udnusunl suu-
and the actor was called before the
curtain for a speech, which he modestly
deldvercd in oo tew words and low vuice,
After the performunpee Lhe party came onto
Lhe o congrutulate the company.
One of the young women siald to the hero:
“Oh, Mr, Skinper, why didn’t you speak

uubh

slLOge

louwder whnen you wade your specceh?—we
wuld scarcely bear a word you sald.”

“That s straoge,” geotly retorted the
aetor, Ul beard almost every word that
you sald."

— e —

"I have lost my grip.”

This phrase is applhied by men to all
kinds of fallures, reports the Courler-
Juurnul, Onpe of the technleal usuges of

lusitng one's grip 18 in the case of telegraph
opurators,
Muny of the most skilled operators sul-

fer wt times from a less of the “grip”
and are compelled to give way Lewmjpo
rarily to a substitute. ‘This "grip" s the
hold on the key, and the  momment the
operator beging to luse the control of this
“grip” he reallzes a rest, although for
ouly a brief time, I8 dus him,

Another but uoppleasant term upplied to

this loss of “grip" Is  “welegraphers
paralysis."” It shows Qisell o many
curious ways, ull showing that the mus

cles brought Into play in working the Key
are badly worn.

One of the most skillful operators i
Loulsville, who s subject to these attaoks,

canpot send "I The Morse manual cnlls
for five dots for this letier, The operator
In question buas by some hook or cerock

lost the power to stop ut the Hfth dot, and
it s & common thing for him te warn the

taker to look out for his ' P's

Recently he asked a fellow operntor Lo
watch him send “Ps” and to stop him at
the end of the fifth dot It vesulted that

although he would be warned at the fourth

dot, the fingers, no longer mastered by the
brain, would continpue dotting beyond the
fifth.

.

“I was with Sherlidan when he won his
star."” sald a member of the Becond lowa
cavalry to an Inter Ovean reporter “This
wiak nt Baonoville, Mk« In 1862, when
Sherldan's bripade conslsted of the Second
lowa nand the Socond Michigan eavalry
It was @ cavaley Luttle fram fest to lust
Our two regiments were altacked by a
heavy confederate foree, focluding  bat-
tullons  from  olght  different reglments
Sheridan, then a colonel, was fully In-
formed us to the odds nguinst him, but he

resolved to feht

“He formed the command himself, placed
himeelf at the head of the sguadron of
direction and led us lo one of the hottest
i most brilant cavalry charges the
Becond lown ever particlpated In Bherl
dan, mounted on 4 large Blooded horae
forward ke the wind and we after
We rode through or over the rebel

went
him

WHISTLE AT UNION PACIFIC S8HOI'S—IN USE NINETEEN YEARS.

bines, te-Iprmed
T thie rebuds
I shondl alway
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remcinber shorndan as he

appeared that Jdiay On Toat his HBgure wis
not ppresdive, beciuse ol it hort legs,
but astride Dis mguiieent ol bending
the headlong choarge, he wa the  linest
military tigure 1 oever saw Ior h upurh
conduct of the Lattle of Boonesille Sherl-
dan was promoted o brigadier general.
A little liter he published an arctiele o
the Moewmwphis Bulletin declarving  that  he
owed bis brigadier's star to the Second
lowin and Sccond Mivhigan cavalry

1 oremember Sheridan as be was the diy
of the funeral parvade for Geonvral tirant
in Chilcage, Ho rode as Hoe o horse us he
rodde at Booneville and he wore a ldrge
block mibitary cape that gave dignity and
solemnity to hi masterful military  pos

Mo was o shok man that day and rode over
inopart of the route i o carriags Lt
when the processton reached Muodison stroet
he took (o horse and  seemed the yvery
personilication of soldierly resorve. digoity
nmd grief.”

.

The English papers are still filled with
anecdotes of the late Lord Itussell, chief
justice of the realm.  On one ocepkslon his
lordship wuns at Shrewsbury on  clrenit
duty The assiecs coneluded o Baturdny

and the lord clitef Justice, who had brought

0 horse with

Church

I,
Siretton,

devided upon

riding to

noted o those parts for

then
L L

It blg private lunatie
proceciding o Hereford,

e stopped,

anylum, od
the nexi
however, at o hamler
outside Strotton, and, dismounting st the
of the only oo, told the landiord to
wttend to hig orse Fhie lundlord's method

Luwn

i

of performing bis task did not please his
lordship, who spoke his mind freely to
(LR Having entered  the  house,  Lord

Russell brusquely, as was his wont, asked

the bost what he could bave to eat.
SHome bread and cheese,”” was the reply
“1 owee some ham on the sideboard; let
e have wome and some bread,”” sald his
l"lil‘\illp
foddeed 1 owon't,” replied the landlord;
‘It ks for supper and you binun gein® Lo
wve e
Poo you konow who I oam?’ thundered

the judge
FEnglaml.""

In the of this conversation the
lanedlord Kept cantiously by the door.  Im
miedlately on Lord Hussell announcing him
solf ad lord chief justice he bolted out of
the  roomi, locked the door and  rushed
Berasan bbb woss late  the  polles station  at
Chureh SBiretton, telling the police that a
patient hod escaped from the asylum wnd
wits o o dangerous condition at hig house
to the lun; the superin-

‘I wm the lord vhief justice of

O R

The pulive went

tepdent  cautiously opoened the door and
was horrifled to find that the supposed
lunatic was really Lord Russell Profuse

wnd profound apologies followed
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