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Congressman Mercer'’s
Splendid Record

WABHINGTON, May &-—(Special.)—The
renomination of David Heury Mercer to ¢.n-
Krvse from Lthe Second Nebraska discriet ln-
dlcates that the republicans of that district
Lelleve in the proposition (hat one good term
deserves another,

Ever since he has been in congr.ss Mr,
Mercer has beon o factor In the lower house,
and his Is largely attributable (o
abllity, amability, and adaptabllity. He has
an exceedingly enguging manner about him
and has the None faculty of discriminating
In his friendships. Unlike a number of men
I Know, Mr. Mercer lg perfectly content to
do his work in committees, whete, afier all,
real legislution ls accomplished, rather than
upon the floor of the house, although in the
latter place he compares favorably with the
best. He came to Washington seven years
ago w8 the first representative of the Second
disirler s It whs re-districted by the legis-
lature o I801—Willlam Jennings Bryan
having previously represented a portion of
Lhis district which was ineluded (o the Flrst,

turcery ns n Leginlntor,

Mercer began

BlUCCess

his career us a leglslator
very early, The late Charles F. Crisp, the
democratic spraker of the Fifty-third ¢ n-
gress, appointed Mr, Mercer to the comumit-
teo on public bulldings and grounds, and
when the lower house Of CONEross wies ro-
organized by the republicans and Thotmas
Drackett Reed became spoaker in the Fifty-
fourth congress, Mr. Heed, having a strong
liking for the representative from the Sec-
ond Nebraska district, moved hlm to within
three places of the head of the majority side
of the committee, Hon. Seth L. Milliken be-
ing made chalrman., In the Fifty-fifth con-
gress, by the death of Mr, Milllken and the
refusul of Mr, Elijah A, Morse of Massa-
chusetts to become o candidate for re-elec-
tlon, Mr, Mercer beegame the chalrman of
tha committee, which positlon he has since
Mled.

David H. Mercoer
county, lown, In

wis b rn  in Benton
1867, and the following
year his parents moved (o Adame county,
Ilnels, His father, who was a captain In
the clvil war and marched with 8herman 1o
the sea, removed Lo Nebraska apd settled at
Brownville lmeuedlately after the close of
the rebellion Mr. Mercer's father wias o
placksmith, and here young Dave Legan to
study serlously the whys and wherefores of
things. He had nn early desire 1o be as
good u blucksmith as his father, but the
senlor Mercer had other ambitions lor his
son, and so David was staried to the publie
schools preparatory to taking & course et
the University of Nebragka. At 16 he taught
a district school In o Bohemlan setilement
in Saline county, and at the end of the term
Meorcer could talk a lHitle Bohemlan while
his puplls could speak fair English, During
the term of the district school Mercer gave
his puplls two weeks' vacatlon and went
Into the harvest field himsell, earning $3
per day binding wheat.

SNebhrankan Lulversity Crndunte.

Ho ontered the Nebruska State university
with  the freshman class of 1877 and
gradunted In the class of 1880, During his
nnlversity career David H. Mercer was
elected to every office within the gift of
the students nand as he had shown &
particular fonduess for athletic sports he was
vleeted caplaln of the base ball
and foot ball lenms und captaln
of Company A of the  University
cadets, While In  the university he
wins  made the editor of the Hesperinn
Student, the contest for this place bscoming
S0 bitter that the faculty became involved
in the fight, which attracted a very great
feal of attention wll over the stale

After leaving the univercity Mr. Mercr
began the study of law in Brownville, where
he was admitted to the bar, and while a
resident of Brownville he was elected city
clerk and pollce judge, The republicans of
that city desired 10 make him their candidate
for enayor, but he declined the honor, be-
leving that the law was much more to his
liking than politics.

In 1881 he entered the law department of
the Michigan university, graduating there-
from in 1882, returning to Brownville (o
snter upon the practice of his profession,

Politice hns always playe! no emall part
in Mercer's life. At 17, when In the Univer-
wity of Nebraskn, he showed a keen insight
into the workings of politics, and even them
gkave promise of his future career.

Locnies In Omahks,

While serving os
litan state central
Mercer was located
of that campalgn,

gecrotary of the repulb
committes In 1854  Mr.
in Omoaha during most
and he became so in-
fatuated with the city that bhe declded to
cast his fortunes with it, which he did
woon after the election, Within ninety days
after moving Omaha he was elected n
lelegnte 1o the republican clty conventlon
and came within one vote of belng nowmls
nated for pollce judge, nlthough he had
previously announced that he did not de-
sire the ofMice

His first campalgn for congross, In 18032,

to

wins one of the lveliest campalgus ever
experienced In Nebrasko This was the
year of the democratic landslide, when

Cleveland was elected. Mercer, with a de
termination to bent his competitor, Judge
George W. Doane, resolvesd to see every
voler lu the dlatriet and It {a belleved that
he succeeded. If any escaped, It 18 not gen-
erally known. There are many funny stories
atlll remembered In connection with that
campalgn,
Hisx Record as a8 Haby Kisser,

The World-Herald, which was pushing

Judge Doape’s candldscy with might and

maln, in an editorial warned the democratl
candidate to pot underestimate the strength
of Mercer, as bo, Mercer, would kiss every
baby o the dintrict, One day a lady met
Mercer on the street and sald:

“You have not yet klssed my baby, Mr
Mercer, and unless you do my husband will
not vote for you.'

To (his sally he replied:

“1 am Indeed very sorry, madam 1
thought 1 had kissed your baby, The mis-
take, | asstire you, has been entirely unin-
tentional. I will be over tomorrow to Kiss
the baby, but please bear in mind that 1
am not confining my kisses to bables alone.”

Mercer got the vote of the lady's hus-
bund as well as the votes of several male
members of the lady's fumily as a result of
thie new method of campaigning.

But the best story that has ever been told
on Mercer, and which 1 belleve has never
been printed, Is the following: One day, in
his campaign, he entered Spechit’s iron woi ks
at the noon bour, just as the men were
leaving for dinner. The young and awpiring
candidate for congresslionnl honors linme:
diately engnged the men in conversat.on, but
ong of the workmen attempied to leave the
bullding while Mercer was haranguing the
crowd.  Mercer touched the man on the
shoulder In order to attract hils attention,
which cousesd a burst of laughter from the
workmen, one of the employes of the lron
works remarking that they had Mercer this
time, as his friend was deaf and dvmb anl
could not understand Mr. Mercer's plea for
congressional recognition.

Todkn Polities with s Fingers,

Instead of being Austrated at this unex-
pected turn of affalre, Mr, Mercer begun to
talk to the man upon his fingers, and as
the mute commenced to smlle and followed
the smile with a handshake, the men gave
three cheers for Mercer ot belng able to
got out of a4 geemingly unsurmountable difli-
culty so enslly and so gracefully., IL appears
that Mercer learned to talk on his fingers
when a small boy In order to enlertain a
merchant named MeGee, In Brownville, who
lost his hearing while at the Philudelphia
Centennlal,

Mercer ls one of the strong men in con-
grees who s steadily ¢limbing the ladder
of fame. Round by round he has mounted
slowly and with great deliberation, always
sure-footed and always carcful. There hoas
been no political poneumonia in Wi carcer,
and there has beon no sudden paralysis of
his steadily Incrensing worth amongst those
who dominate the house of representatives
by force of character and by abllity.

Fine Tribute by Conmmings,

Mr, Amos J, Cummings pays him & fine
tribute In a recent sketch of  some of the
able men In congress. Mr. Cummings rays:

“His record has inured to the benefit of his
constituents and awnkened the attention of
the country. Tho success of the Omuha ex-
position was due largely lto his efforts. He-
coming chalrmun of the committee on publie
bulldings and grounds on the death of Seth
Milllken, he engineered the constrictlon of
woeores of publie buildings scattersd through-

out the country, not forgetting his own
state, All rivalries and jeslousies were
allayed, and everybody seemed pleased.

Mercer (s & heavy man, with a round face,
and the maopuner of an unassuming farmer,
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Good humor squats on cvery Hoeament of his
countenance: heo carrles himself well on the
floor and is unusually successful in legisia
tlon., He married o handsome and  accom
plished woman while in Washington, and s
@ favorite in the house. He champions his
bille with characteristic pluck and ability
and I8 n foreible aod affective speaker.””
AMways Hunt Mercer Up,

This tribute, coming, ns it does, from o
colleague and one of the ablest representi
tives from the Bmplre state of New York,
showas the regard in which Mercer s held in
Washington, His committee room, that of
public bulldings and grounds, o the south
wing of the capltol, Is the favorite meeting
place of many congressmen not members of
bis committes, but whe find there a kindly
atmosphere and a  genlal weleomwe. Ne-
braskans from inside or outside of his dis-
trict hunt Mercer up when they come to
Washington, Ilmmediately afier the dust of
truvel o washed awany.

Just what rensons can be ascribed to
Moercer's remarkably successful  career la
somewhat  problematicnl, He (s pot a

sliowy speaker, nor can he be compared to
same of the brilliant debaters who have
helped make the history of this great na
tlon, Dut Mercer hase a wonderful grasp
of conditions. He has fine judgment, coupled
with o most engaging mannper and an address
that unconsciously draws men toward him,
His laugh I8 genulpe, his stories Mt the
point, and hle work In cOngress oot e
most favorably wilth the ablest men who
have dominated thae politics of the country
In the past decade, E.C B

An Eye to Business

A woman found a little fellow crylng on

the strect the other day, and sald “Win
you stop crylng for this peony?"”
“N-no,"” subbed the urchin, *“b-but If

you'll m-make it t-two 1'll stop If It b-busts
the p-pipes.”

LEAGUE LITERARY SOCIETY

O OMAHA

Omaha Debating Society
with Remarkable History

The Orystinl Leangue Literdary soclely has
been playing o more or less lmportast part
in locul Werary clreles for the last elght
YUlrs The neclplency of the organization
wie nolgue aud ably devmonstrates the ablility
of the American youth to succeod even under
the most unfavorable clreumstances,  The
germ and genlus of the organization sprung
from the alleys and dark corners of North
mahn, The alphae wes a wild, illlterate,
naughty band of “night hawks,” whose de-
lHght was the torment of the goodly com-
munity. But as the years molled on the in-
fantine pleasure lest its charm and  dis-
patisfuction and unrest that deive man on
gutisfaction and unrest thoat drives man on
to noble deeds,  After opne of thelr usuul
evening revels they met for counsel.
wis miduight, the hour of the deepest hush
of night, that these Iofantine sages et
under the shodow of an old maple (ree on
the corner of Twenty-fourth and Heward
ptreets,  Irom such unbldding source, on the
morning of August 14, 1801, the "'Crysial
Loague” was launched upon the Lempostuous
sen of soclal and Jterary existence,

With no guiding star, save only thelr own
untutored eninds, the strugele of existence
wis begun Tossed hither and thlther by
Angry wWaves upon an unkoown, uoiried
s, the league gradunlly drew nearer o a
pure Hterary existence, until the new Tian,
full panoplied, grappled with lts only rival,
the Omaha View Debating soclety, o a joint
debate, n contest resulting in victory for the
lengue by w large number of points, This
signal victory gave oew [ife and renewed
energy to the menmboers of the league and In
quick suceesslon oceurred countests  with
the South Omaba and Council Bluffs High
#chools, the Omaha Commercial and Ballevue
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colloges, all rosulting In signal victories lor
the league, except tho contest with Bellevue,
this golng agninst thoe lesgue by & marg.n

"of elght points and bolug the only deloat .

recelved by the league. The followlog year
However, the league rodecmed (tsell by gan
Ing n very decisive viciory over the
cullege representntives

This ended the which
followed by the custom giving tet
programs solely by the league membe.s, the
e being  to  anstiuct  and prepary
mambers for public speaking, and [he bone
fHie thus derived have beon of untold value,

The membersiip of the leaguo hoas alwiy
beon Hmlted to flteen, and s open only
the male sex, the only requirmacuts
n good moral character and o
activae Interest dn literary
moembers only are allowed,
membership belng only for
Lave left the stute.

Durlpg the elght years of 1§ existenia
but forty-three nomes have appeaied on the
rolls of the institution, and at present bu
ploe are enrolled, Of the quondam mesn
bers, sixteen are still In the olty, wnd th
balance are scattered to Lthe four corpe. s
of the universe. During all the time of it
existones not o member hos met with aeel
dent, but one has boen serlously i, apd o
all the forty-threo members, one only
Walter Staley, bhas been Lo Jodn b
hercaliar.

The membership has been varied, and now
those who have once elaimed membership
In the organization can be found In ovey
walk of Jife, from the experimental agrl
culturist even to the highest profession

Among those whose names are 1o be found
on the Crystal League rolls are:  Arthu
Karbach, prosident of P, J. Karbach & Sons
and venerablo consul of the Modern Woo
mon, B & M. camp 2722, George W, Plal
ner, trensurer of the Cady Lumber compn
Fronk B, Diss, mannger of Joseph Bl s
Brow of South Omaha; Howard Rraner, ehict
tariM elerk of the Unlon Paclfie; Arnold =
Borglum, traveding atent of th
Union Pacific at S, Louls; W. Bhor
e, graln merchant In.: Jo
woeph Redfield of Redfeld Bros, and Graot
Cloveland of the Farnam Smith company,
while Hepbort Hoppor ia in Parls contected
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Lo
belug
willing anil
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Lhe honorary

motibors who
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L go
of Riverton,

with the World's falr, and Harvey Readin
ger i demonstrating  Amaorican  push in
Mexico Oy,

In the moedicnl world the league s reproe
sented by Dr. A, Bhorman  Plolo, surgoo
and oaptain in the Uplted States acmy, o
coted nt Havana, Cuba; Dr. Karl Conned)
who so recontly passed such o ereditabls
cxamination In New York Chry, andd Dr. Rav

J. Beatty of Omahn
Chicago.

In the fHeld of technloulity
found the names Hurry 0
Nenver and Herbert L. Standeven of Ann
Arbor, while anrong the rising membors o
the Omaha bar wre Charles Batwe'le, FEdwad

and Dr. Jacab Glab of
legal

of

muy
Tedrow of

M. Gwrnett, Charles Lo Fritschor, B,
Hodder and 1o A Whipple

The lengue moels every Saturday evening
i the hall of the public Hhrary, and ot
evary meeting hax o full Hterary progrom

plven by thi
nre

e bhers
Lawrence T

The present offleinls
Hoffman, presldent; Harry

H, Cleaver, vico president and tressurer;
Frank E. Bliss, socretury; Bdward M, Ciay-
nett. editor of the “Crystal League 8if
ings,” and Churles L. Friweher, custodian

of records,
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Philadelphia Relishes
Philadelphla Pross: When It Is statod (st
120,000 galloneg «fF ollves, G00.000 gallons of
ketehap, pnllypw of Worcestershi o
siuee, 100,000 bushels of plokles, 292,000 gal
lons of mustard and 1,000 gallons of capers
wre sent oul every your by o largoe dellcates-
wen wholesale Orm in this clty It may read-
ily be seen that jadod poletes herealbouis
have plenty of splee and rellsh to thrive
0B,
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