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Blind Korean Brides

A Korean brlde has her eyellds pasted
together until she has been three days o
wife,” sald Mra. 8. L. Baldwin, who has
lived for more than twenty years ln China
and Korea, and who Is considered among
mirsionaries to know more about "the her-
mit natlon," as the Korcans are called, than
any other forelgner.

“Thelr marringe tustoms are very curi-
ous, and perbaps 1 had better tell you
about a Korean wedding, which ovee as a
Rreat honor | was allowed to attend.

“The grcom wore a costume similar to
that of an ofeial at royal audlences—and
let me say that this wedding eult is Invaria-
bly hired, never owned by the groom. The
robe was dark green and bore ‘placques’
with » palr of embroldered storks on the
breaste aod backs, while a stiff black enam-
eled belt encircled his body like a hoop, Ha
wore a ‘palace-going’ hat of woven horse-
hair, with winga on Its sides, and a palr of
shoos which closely resembled ‘arctios,’ and
were at least three slzes too large for him,

“On entering the court of their future
home he was preceded by ap atiendanot at-
tred in white with a red hat, a long string
of beads around his neck and earried under
his arm a live goose The legs of the fowl

N\-ero fastened together and a ekeln of red

{1k was passed through her beak. Thls
man, followed by the groom, entered the
court, around the sldes of which all the
guests were seated, advanced to a red
table staoding In the center and the cere-
mony began.

The Goose a Symbol of Fidelity.

“The groom, etanding immediately In
front of the table, bowed three times, touch-
ing the mat on which he stood with his
forehead and hands. Then he gracefully
resumed his standing position and taking
the goose under one arm agaln bowed as
low as before. The goose {s the symbol
of fidelity In Korea and it ls popularly be-
lieved that when a wild goose dles |is
Spouge never males again. The groom then
walks to the front of the porch and stands
at the foot of the steps walting for his
bride,

“Two mlddle-aged women stepped from
an loper room outo the porch with the
bride between them, each nolding an arm
and gulding her steps, for, as 1 have told
you, her eyes were senled completely. Her
entire face was painted a ghastly white,
while on the middle of her forehead and
ench cheek was a dab of bright red: her
lips were also colored a brilllant scarlet.

“This little, painted and gorgeously at-
tired creature waa gulded to the mat on
vhich stood the groom. Then they turned
her about and laid over her clasped hands a
white handkerchie!. The groom now
stepped to the other end of the mat and the
principal part of the ceremony began. The
attendants raised the bride’s emall, draped
hands untll they were on a level with her
sightless eyes. Then, still supported by the
two women, she sank In a courtesy so pro-
found that she was almost in a sitting po-
sition. This was repeated In a slow andi
tolemn manner three times, after which the
groom's turn came and he responded by
three hows go profound that Als head almost
touched the floor. They then took thelr
seais on thelr respective enda of the mat
and a table about twelve Inches high, filled
with Korean delleacles, was brought out
and placod between them, These Lhe bridal
palr ate and drank, the bride belng fed by
her two attendants,

“After the feast was finlshed the groom
wis conducted to the bridal chamber, where
he chauged hig weddlng suit for clothes pre-
sented him by the bride, and which were
made by her own fingers. He then came
out and the bride was taken into the bridal
chamber and seated upon her cushlons on

—,ﬂla floor, where she sat In placld medita-

tion untll joined by the groom, & few min-
utes or a few hours later, ns It suited his
convenlence.

Korean Woman's Life,

“The Iife of the Korean woman, while
secluded, is not as unbearable as that of
the women of many other Oriental nations.
They are poor and consequently compelled
to work very hard, but «a a rule are well
treated by their husbands. They have pretty
names, meaning plum-blossom, treasure,
ete.. but after marriage are known only as
so-and-so's wife until they have a son, after
which they are known as the mother cf that
#rn,

“"As a little lass the Korean glrl is taught
all about domestic work anrd begins early to
wsnlat her mother In making the family
clothes. If too young (o paste she can at
least hold over the stovs the long iron rod
to be used In pressing seams. The heating
of this rod Is the first tning taughti a 1ltile
girl. Later she learns how to paste clothes
tgether, then to wash and Iren them,

“Now, this use of paste mstead of thread
Is a custom, g0 far as 1 know, practiced
only by the Koreans. 1t Is done on account
of thelr mode of ironing. To accomplish
this difficult feat they rip thelr garments
to pleces befere putting c¢hem In water.
After washing the garmosasts are lald on a
smooth block of wood or stone and are
beaten smooth with Ironlng sticks. These
sticks resemble a policeman’s elub and each
Ironer uses two.

“Girls and boys wear their halr hanging
In two plaits until engaged to be married.
after which the boy fastens his on top of his
head and the girl twists her's at the nape
of her neck. Koreans hold marriage in
high regard and show a marrled man pro-
found respect, while a bachelor |s treated
by them with marked contempt. [ have
seen men greet a alip of n boy wearing a
topknot with ceremonious deference, saying
to each other: ‘He s & man; he Is about to

be married;” while of a much older mun
and possibly a richer, who wears his two
plalts, they remark that ‘He is a pig. He
cannot get a wife He will always L
boy.’

“In the cholee of
Koreans leave everyihing to the ‘go-be-
tween.” But all other wives, and a Korean
may have ten, the man makes his own se-
lection., It is seldom, however, that a sec
ond wife & added to the houschold, excep
where the first wife proves childless, In
such instances other wives are inken, but
the dignity always remalng with the firet
wife. Women are well treated and as a rule
live happy, contented lives. They are gen-
tle, attractive little bodies and devoted to
thelr homes.”

Housekeeping in
Skyscrapers

Possibly the very best housekeopers of
this year of griace, 1900, are the men who
look after the monster skyscrapersa of
0. uree they are not called housekeepers, but
superintendents—all the same, they have,
and need to have, at their flnger tips and
their tongue's end every Intdmate detall of
cleanliness,

For they control an army of servitors, hig
euough for a royal castle. In really big
bulldings the number runs between fifty
and 100. It there are fifty, perhaps twenty
will be women—the bucket and mop brig-
ade. Thera s a speclal underground room
for the mops, buckets, dust brushes, whisk
brooms, wiping cloths, scouring leathers,
and so on. Bverything l8 kept In orderly
array there and whatever goes out muat be
duly fetched In,

The women begln work at 4 o'clock In
the morning, By 8§ or a little after they
have all the floors clean In the long eorrl-
dors, the stalrs looked after, the closets
scrubbed, the woodwork and window allle
immaculate of dust. Then they troop away,
to reappear at 6 In the afternoon, with
brooms, dust pans, brushes and cloths. Most
of the offices are by this time vacant. The
superintendent's pass key opens them and
the sweepers fall to work, But before they
g0 far the waste paper boys come to empty
waste baskets into llght wheeled cars, which
convey the day's accumulation to the freight
elevator and thence to the basement.

Since all the really big bulldings have
their own electrio planta it follows that the
care of electric lights Is a part of the house-
keeping, The women do pot touch them,
however, that Is left to the men of motlors
and dynamos, some of whom move swiftly
from office to office, inepecting every light
and remedying visible defecta, It 1s much
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the same with the distilling plant which
supplies tenants thelr drinking water. The
distillers look after pipes and pressures,
though usually only when there l& complalut
of something wrong

Men also do the window cleaning—men
speclally selected for thoroughness, so
briety and aglle strength. It 18 not every

man who can clean windows 100 feet In the
alr, even with the safety beit, without which
no man s permitted to attempt it, The belt
Is of the very best and toughest sole
leather, about three inches broad and fur-
nished at each slde with a leoped strap,
which slipe over a metal finger bullt Into
the window casing, The man wearing it can
sufely lean his whole weight against it,
He will be wise though to look up, not
down, while he works. There Ils n story of
one man who looked down, falnted dead
away, and hung llmp and corpsellke in the
window untll rescued by his fellows.

On the face of things the window clean-
Ing companles that flgure =0 largely in
keeplng clear commercial plate glass, should
be a boon to the skyscrapers. But such
Is not the case. Skyscraper housekeeping
neads must take accounl of two thinge—the

NOVELTY IN OUTING COSTUME.
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weather, and the whim,
ils temunts, 1 a company eleancd its win
dows It would be at sel thimes and seasons

and pretty gen®rally within the eight hours
of genernl work, from & to 6. liw own men
work Iate and early, so not Incom-
mode these in the offices and besldes have
rogard to clouds and wind and weather
They are not required, however, to do more
than o day's work and never allowed to ex
posn themselves to weather unduly severe

The clock winding company, contrary-
wite, I8 a delight and a rellef. It under
takes for so much s month to keep any
clock, groat or small, wound, and In such
repalr that It shall not vary by more than
a half minue sither way, from exact time
It bogan by attemding to the very hig elocks,
like those in church spires, and upon public
bulldings and has gradually extended Its
scope untll now it will even look after the
watch in your pocket, If need be, It has
curious record books, and route maps show-
Ing clocks to be wound, when, where, of
what make; and how often. At first It had
Just two employes, Now clock winding s a
recognlzed business,

Hut it le nothing In comparison with that
of supplylng tollet requisites. Half a dozen
growing companles parcel out and dlspute
the privilege of furnishing oMees not merely
with ¢lean towels dally, but with soap,
combs, brushes, mirror cablpets and whisk
broome. The aggregato of charges for all Is
about double what laundry work alone would
cost. Four towels a week Is the least num-
ber an office may take. Upward there Is no
limit. The skyscraper, though a mighty fer-
tile field, |8 by o means the only one in
which these gentlemen reap a harvest, Bul
what with one thing and another, It s plain
that the skyscraper tenant finds his paths
all easy and hix burdens light

or convesience of
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Abdicates Her Throne

The horse queen of ldabo is to he married
She s Miss Kitty Wilkens, owner of thou-
sunds of horses and supposed Lo be worth
$1,000,000,

She bhas long been one of the fumous Inde=
pendent women of the great west—one of
thosa who have made their fortunes and
reputations by individual brillinnee Mien
have had no place in her caleulations except
us commereclal detalls or as factors in the
operation of her bhusiness. She has oem-
ployed hundreds of them, has so0ld horses lo
hundreds more, has been “hall fellow, waoll
mot" with them ou the pralrie, and has
even exchanged compliments in a formal way
with a few of them over the dinner table.
But hitherto none has affecus] hor as man
was deslined to affect woman, nor awak-
ened within her the dreams and fancles
which are woman's universal heritage.

Most of hoer dining out has been done In
the city of 8t. Louls, where she has sold
much of her stock. On her pllerimages to
that metropolis sho has beem thrown In
contact with a wealthy class, and has been
waolcomed In the homes of some of the
leading people of town. Accepting these in-
vitations meant the sacrifice of o certaln
amount nf her perwonality, but she retained
erough of it in her cowboy clothes and out-
door pralriec manners to hecome lmmensely

Interesting and popular in soclety. She wis
wined and dined In royal (nehlon. Bhe gave
dinnéra of her own, and they woere on a
scale that made the 8St. Louls eyes open
wide, Nothing was too rich for her when
she started In to entertaln, The Lorta queen
of the grent west ook pains to see Lhat

tho west's reputation for liberality was held
up to the top notch. Wine flowed by the
gallon, and dellcacies that cost a gold plece
each followed one another to the lable with
a freedom that told very plainly that tha
chtorers knew enough to produce the best
they could get, and as much of It, when they
were told to do so by the glir] with & mi'llon
dollars.

It was at one of these dinners that Miss
Wilkens met the man she |s going (o marry,
Willlam J, Baker of the firm of Best &
Baker, brick contractors of St. Louls. It
was aboul a year ago when the horse queen
went to the city with a traln load of stock
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and made one of her periodical “cloan-ups.”
She gave o number of swell dinners at the
Lindell hotel and Mr. Baker was one of the
guests, That wae tho boginning of the enl
of the horse queen’s doazeling carcer as an
Independent Juminnry

Last fall she made another (rip to market
The uatlonnl stock yards in the above men
tioned clty buys horses from the gueen sl
the rate of 3,000 at n time Mollowing the

gilo of such nn énormous consignment he
queen has money to throw at the birde, She
marches up, cowhoy clothes and all, to the

hest hotel In town, taps on the counter witl
her riding whip, which she nlwave carrlos
nnd orders the finest accommodations thnt
are to be had By this time she |s o fnmous
figure In 8t. Louls and it fen't long before
s#he Is surrounded by a gay followlng of
friends whon nowa of her arrival goos abrond
from the hotel,

When she put up at the Lindell hotel In
the autumn of 1500 a festive season of the-
ater parties, late suppers, swell dinnors and
the Hke was the order Immaedintely. Nu
merous young bloods of the gilded set fell
into the queen's traln and a fBerce rivalrey
for her favora waged for a time. 8he seomed
to huve no favorites, but evidently enjoyed
men's soclety more than she did women's,
becnuse sho was more used to deallng with
men and understood them better,

She had grown to be a geod deal ke o
mun herself, and was skilled In neavly all
masculing sccomplishments. She was one of
the boys at these revels, and spent her
meney for all the world ke a prince of
kool fellows, She made hor companlons (et
her iccordingly, and would tolerate no lovs
making nor any of the firtatious dolyes
which commonly take the place of sensible
enjoyment on oceaslons when men and wo
men are thrown together for o good time
More than one overbold youlh, mistaking hor
free manners, had het shown his place
by o stern glunes from her gray oyes, or, if
persistent, by a significant movement of her
rlding whip, The offense was never repeated
The horse queen might take nll the Hberties
sho pleased, but ghe would allow no one to
pre€uma upon them,
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Living Fashion Models

The leading fashlon deslgn  this wee!
I8 o cont finiehed off about the neck wiy
out o collur, which s n decldesd Im\ll"
this sprimg. The one photographed hors
for a genera] utllity cuting cosiumg
Hght welght dark eolored Oxford mf -
the facings of revers and cuffa Dol g, wiy

In a buckskin shade. The hat, & 8om i

felt, ix recommends]  for s

HITHA T 1o « exely
Lace straw will be worn @ and g,

slvely by young girls thig dlifactory,

model shown 18 sure to proveoli pug ,,'::
deep locse quilling of &

fraomes the face and douhbl wadimg
bow of weilvery white taffetn > rosdas Lhe
front birkm

The gay Jttle April hat 18 of snow white
cthip, the low crown adorned with o wide
spreading bow of black wvelvet, the brim
belng hound with the same Masnes  of
pale yellow flowers arrayed on the brim
make It wonderfully attractive

Kaintuck English

Collior's Weekly: Here Is o little dialogue
that recently occurred betweon two rural
menmbers of the Kentucky militla which
Lrings out some curlositios of dinlect

"We've bin ordered to Frankfort.”

“1 gad, 1 haln't goin'!'’

“1 pad, you hev to go!'

“I haln't and there's lots more that haln't
goin', vuther!™

“1 gad, you'ne swored you'd go, and, I gad,
you've got 1o go!*

"1 gad, we don't got to go! Wao haln't got
no unleorns and we haln't gol no guns and
we haln't goln', nohow, We 'most friz last
time and didn't git puthin' 1o ear!™

“Well, mebbe you'ns won't go, but
you'ns don't you'll git found like hell!"
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