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f~. Colonel Cody

The mast widely known Nebraskan of to-
day I8 Colonel Willlam F.
known as Buffalo Bill. He has probably
advertised Nebraska more than any other
man who ever lived within Its boundaries.
He is known to all classes, not only in the
North American continent, but In the won-
tinent of Europe. Wherever he has gone
during the last quarter of a century he has
alwaya been proud of the fact thut he halls
from the stute of Nebraska—a fact that he
has never falled to make known whether in
the company of the average plebelan or the
crowned heads and nobility of Europs

His hobby hasg been the possibilities and
resources of the stite and the transmis-
souri couniry generally. The result has been
that Colonel Cody has  attracted to this
section of the country numerous settlers and
has induced the investment of an Immense
amount of capital in varlous Important
enterprises, both by Americans and foreign-
ers, especlally Englishmen,

In the development of Nebraska and the
west Colonel Cody has been an Imporiant
factor. The purt that he has played In the
wars with the Indians Is a matter of history.
His deeds as scout and fighter make a
brillinnt record.

Colonel Cody is a native of lowa, born In
1545 In Scott county. From the time he was
10 years old his lfe has been full of ad-
venture—moro like romance than reality,
The thrilling Incidents In his career would
fill volumes—indecd they have filled volumes,
fir “Buffalo Bill” has been the hero of
many a story of abrorbing Interest,

In 18055, his family having
Kansas, Cody entered the service of Rua
sell, Majors & Waddell, the freight con-
tractors, as wigon-master, driver and pony
express rider. Continuing In thelr employ-
ment several years, he met with numerous
ndventures and galpned much valuable ex-
perlence on the trall across the plains
through Nebraska to Denver and Salt Lake.

In the fall of 1861 Cody entered the gov-
ernment service, He was employed to carry
important dispatches from Fort Leaven-
worth to Fort Larned, Kan., and the next
spring he served as scout and guide in an
expedition agalnst the Indlans by the Ninth
Kansas volunteers. The following winter
he became a member of the “Reoed-Legged
Seouts,” among whom were some of the
most noted Kansag Rangers, [t was at this
time that Cody became an intimate friend of
“Wild Bill" Hickok, who In 1866 secured
employment for him at Fort Harker, from

Cody, otherwise

moved (o

of Nebraska

which point he sconted between Fortas Blls-
worth and Fletcher.

A Mighty Buitnlo Hunter.

About the year 188y, when the Koansas
Pacific track had reached the heart of the
buffalo country, Cody, who had already

made a reputation as a buffalo hunter, was
engaged by the railrond contractors to kill
twelve buffaloes a day for them. They pald
him $500 & month to keep them supplied with
fresh  meat During his engagement
hunter for the contractors—a period of less
than elghtecn e  killed 4,280
huffuloes exciting adveniures
with thae hivd  several narrow
escapes,
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with the famous Billy Comstock for §500 n
gide he was the victor and was declared
the champlon killer of the plaing,  Cody

killed sixty-nine and Comstock forty-six.
Cody now resumed scouting for the gov-
ernment and served upder all the command-
ers who sooner or later became famous as
Indian caompalgners. General Sherldan ap-
polnted him chlef of scouts and guide of the
fighting Fifth cavalry, and from that time
he was constantly in the fleld for a long
period. He came with the Fifth ecavalry to
Nebraskn, with headquarters at Fort Me-
Pherscn, near North Platte,  This regiment,
alter arriving at Fort McePherson, was en-
gaged  in Indian campalgning for several
geasony and fought many o hard battle,
While statloned at Fort MePherson Buffalo
Bill conducted many a notable party to the

hunting flelds, and in this way formed a
Insting acquaintance with numerous  dis-
tingulshed men When the Grand Duke

Alexis of Russin visited the United States in
the winter of 1871-72 one of his greatost
pleasures was a buffalo hunt the plalns
of Nebraska under the guidance of Buffalo
Bill.
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Huntline “Discosers” Cody,

It was Colonel Judson, betier known
Ned Buntline, the sensational story writer,
who, In 1872, “discovered” Buffalo Bill and
soon after started him on his career as a
ghowman. Buntline wrote a thrilling story
of Cody's exploits and published It In the
New York Weekly It erented o genulne
gensation. “Buffalo BIT Hterature at onee
becamo the fad. Buntline, who wis n
ghrewd man, appreciating the great interest
that had been created by his story, at once
had It deamatized and brought out in New
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York under the title of
King of Border
stantanvous

Cody, upon

“Bufalo
Men. ™ It enet
HUNCUSS,

Invitwtlon, went to New York
witness the play, and while there re-
celved a generous offer to appear in the
leading role, which was belng acted by J,
B, Studley, He refused the offer, but upon
returning to the west resolved to enter upon
n siego career,

In the fall of 1872 he was elected to the
Noebraska leglslnture from the Twenty-sixth
district, much to his sorprise, ns the districet
wius republican However, he resigned in
order to accept a contract with Buntline,
and a few weeks later the Honorable Wil-
lHam F, Cody blossomed forth as the star
in “The Secuta of the Plains,” written by
Buntline in forty-eight hours, and produced
first In Chicago. The senson proved sue-
cessful, For aeveral years Cody coutinued
to produce border dramas, with himselt as
the central flgure, he having parted com
pany with Buniline aftor the first season

Duel with Chief Yellow Hand,

In the spring of 1876 Cody was engaged
with General Crook In the Indlan campaign
of that year. In this campalgn Cody, who
At the time was with the Fifth cavalry,
under General Merritt, rode out In front of
the command and challenged Yellow Hand,
one of the leading chiefs of the Cheyennes,
to fight him o duel in full view of the two
ammies, Yellow Hand accepted,

The duel began on horseback. At the first
shot Cody killed Yellow Hand's horse. Cody's
horse stepped Into a hole and fell. The duel
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was then cootioued on foot. They fAred
simultaneonsly, Cody's bullet struck the
chief In the vicinity of the heart. He fell

dead, and the next moment Cody was upon
him and quickly scalped him. Mounting his
horse, and waving the bloody trophy, with
Its long feather head-dress, he rode back
into the Mnes of the Fifth und shouted:
“The first scalp for Custer!™

The thrilling eplsode created the wildest
onthusiagm among  the cavalrymen, who
pursued the pow retreating Ilndians for a
long distance, finally rounding them up ut
their agency. This adventure added new
lustre to the reputation of Buffalo Bill, who
w few weeks later resumed his theatrical
career under the most favorable ausploes

“The Wild West” Show,

Codv's long cherlshed (dea of a "“Wild
West'" show—to delineate the wild life of
the frontler—was carried out In the spring
of 1584, The first performance was given at
the driving park in the northern outskirts
of Omaha. For three years the show suce-
cosafully toured the country and was then
tnken to London on the stenmer State of
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West™ became the
svason.  Cody, who prior his departure
haud been given a commission lonel of
cavalry by Governor Thayer, of whose stafll
he was made a member, became a soclal Hon
in London and hobnobbed with all sorts of
royalty, His show was visited by the queen,
the prince and princess of Wales and the
roval household generally, togother with
numerous members of the nobility.  Special
performances were given for the gueen af
her command, Upon one of these occasions
the Kings of Denmark, Greece, Saxony and
Austrin took a ride In the “Wild West"
conch and when it wons euded the prince of
Wales, who sat with Colonel Cddy on the
box and who knows & thing or two about the
American game of poker, sald:

“Colonel, you never held foug
that before,"”

“1 have hedd four Kings more than once,
replied the colonel, “*but, your highuess, 1
uever before held four kings and the royal

metropolls
rage for n
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s

Kings like

Joker.”
The prince lnughed heartily, bur  the
colonel sympathized with him  when he

heard him explaining the joke to his guests
in four different lnngunges.
Social Lion In Earope.
During his stay In London Colonel Cody
was presented with many costly and beau

tiful souvenlrs. In 1888 he was In Paris
with his show and was as much lonlzed
there as he had been in London, Rosa

Bonheur painted him on horseback and pre
sented him with the pleture,

Following the Parlslan engagement he
toured southern France, Spain, Italy and
Germany. In Home he wis Invited by the
pope to visit the Vatlean, and the pope
blesged the gallant colonel, together with
n lot of the cowboys and Indians, At Ve
rona Colonel Cody gave his exhibition fn the
amphitheater which was bullt by Diocletian
A. D 290, It is the largest bullding in the
world, In 1801, just after the Sloux war
Colonel Cody employed a new lot of ITndiun
chlefs who had distingulshed themselves In
buttle and with them he made another Eu
ropean tour,

“"The WIld West" was one of the blg ut
tructions in Chicago durlng the World's fulr

“"Coly day" at the Transmisslssippi Ex
position was ane of the leading events of
that exposition season,

Colonel Cody's home Is at North Platie,
Neb,, where he has a fine ranch, Hecently
he has become extenaively Interested in the
Big Horn basin in Wyoming, where he has
secured control of 200,000 meres of Jand,
which he proposes to irvigate, His town of
Cody 8 soon to have a rallroad, and when

nhile
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he vetires In o
to ship his eattla direct
South Omahas,

Colonel Cody s a crack
horsemnn, a steikingly handsome  oan, w
beillinnt raconteur, ol wf
ready wit, 4 generous entertiuiner, and It Is
no wonder that he hius o host of friends
wherever he goes A. B
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Transformed by Women

I et iafied with the progross of The town

under mageuline role, the women of Healds

Lure, Cal., gently but Armly took possdie on
of the relns and are now dviving the munl
clpal coach thelr own way Thelr orpaniza
tion 18 called the Ladies' bmprovement Gl
of Hedddebore amd it was formed in Augns
of last yeur, Since that thme in the ahort
spnen of seven months this (s what the ol

s aceomplished

A munieipal waler system

A munlelpal electeie Hght plant

Comfortable sonts placed In the plaza

Numes given (o the streels,

Sign boards with sireet names
strect corners

A drinking
$u00,

All these miprovemoents had becn discussed
for yeara by the men It remalned for the
women to make them realitivs.  And, with
the exceptlon of the electrle lght plant and
the witer syvstem, the elty taxes have not
boon increased by as much as a farthing to
piay for these things

One gvening lust Augiust i parly of women
wersa listening 1o the music of a band play
I on the plazn Severnl hundred persons
wers inoand about the plaza, nl) standing o
willkiing., “What o plty,” sald one, the wif
of Muayor W. . Harnes, “whot o plty It j»
that there are no seala In the park."

“Why not go to work
cuough to bhuy seats?”
practical turn of mind
a discussion that resulted
tion of the ¢lub

The drinkitg fountaln, which they have
planned, will be a beautiful ereation o
marble and granite and brooze, Nfteen feot
high, surmounted by o cluster of electric
lomps. On the foundation stone will be hewn
this legend “Rrectod, Ladles
of Henldesburg "

What Well, the strects are to be
lined with shade trees, the houses numbered,
tho stre ts regulorly kwept and sprinkled and
the fire department given a new aApparntus,
und  then—they  will gee  what  olge |+
noeded.
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