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Wear of War

OMAHA TLLUSTRATED

on

Joseph Chamberlain

LONDON March 15.—~In nonse  Jow
Chamberiain of Birmingham {8 the most sig-

Oone

uificant figure in Hogland today. If he bad
uot been secretary of state for the colonles
the chances are ten to one that England
woauld not have gone to war with the Boars,
By genoranl cons ot this war, which already
has cost England more than X000 men, and
twice ns much monoy as the SBpanish war
oort the Unlied Statis, Is Mr. Chamber-
Inin's war

Because of this fact, and bocause he Is not

schooled o traditions; becauske he has the
RIL of getling ldeas and putting them inlo
execution without much regard for the wiss
dom of the forefather becanuse he ropres
acnts modern business methods rather than
this vherlshed customs—some useful and
some outworn-—of diplomnacy, he is the best
hoted man In England at this moment, and
yot his chances were never better for bos
coming premier, the highest oMee within
the gift of the Eoglish people, the place

ot nearly corresponding to that of pres-
dent of the United States

I nay the “best hated,”” but

the most unpopular, by
Chamberlain's antithesis, Lord Lang-
the haughty tradition-
loving secretary of state for war, holds that
uniucky distinetion, or at least did hold it
i Cronje surrendered. To be futhle o tlne
of nead s to be unpopular, but to be power-

doesn’t
nny menns,

thuat
mean
Mr

downoe,

Wrbne, and

JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN

tul nnd vigorous and ambitious anda bold s
o be both bhated and admired

This keen, resourceful Mr. Chamboriain,
who has made such a mark in English hls-
tory and is likely (o add to that mark, s
64 yeurs old, but untll his war began to go
agninst him he did oot look a day over u0.
Byen now he steps as Jountily as ever out
of his havsom at the private entrance la
the House of Commons, orchiid in buttonhole,
monacie at eye, simartly dressed, high lnstep
and with a confident smile; but after a long
sowslon In the depressing atmosphere of the
house you can discern evem from the vias
ftors' gallery heavy lnes running from the
lnner corner of his eyes diagonally across
his face; he slnks down wearlly on the
lvather-coverad bench and his sharp eyoas
while some orator on the oppoaltion
side of the politely calllng him
names and telling the press gallery and the
country at large that the right honoralle
member from Blrminghaom West I8 & villaln
of the decpest dye.

You might think Mr. Chamberialnn was
aglecp, and every one of his 64 yeurs old at
that, but let the opposition member touch
on some statement that would really count
for something and the right honorable gen.
thenan Is suddenly discovered to be very
much awake and young agaln. He sits up
smartly and shoots a question or denlal at
the opposition orator that usunlly scores a
point, the government supporters say “Hear,
hear!” and Mr, Chamberlain shuts his eyea
and grows old agaln.

The war Is telling on him heavily in spite
of his buoyance, for he bates exercise,
works almost unceasingly elther at the
coloninl oMee or at his lovely home, High-
bury, in Birmingham, and probably plans
and schemes o' nights. He Intends to be

close,

house s

premiler, and so far as known, he always
gels what he goes for.
How Chamberinin Beenme Rich,

The Arst big thing he got wias a fortune,
and, llke most other things he has he got
it by shrewd planuing, not by saving his
pennies or inheriting pennies his father had
Saved, After finlghing hls education at the
London  University school, he went to
Birmingham, at the age of 15, and after a
while became Junlor partner in the firm of
Nettleford & Chamberlnin, scrow manufac-
turors. Then things began to get lively in
the screw business. Thanks, it la sald, to
the Chamberlaln shrewduess, the firm got
hold of an Amerlcan patent for making
wood screws that soon put them at the head
of the business. What happencd then Is a
multer of much discussion and critlclsm
Ho, Instend of trying to state the case on
hearsay, | applied to g clowe friend and as

sociate of Mr. Chamberlaln's for a first-
hand version of the story. Here are his
exnet words:

“Thero bus been much speculation as to
the way In which his wealth was made.
Many storles are told, some partly true and
some altogether false. His position as a

Junior partner in the screw bhusiness of Net-
tleford & Chamberlaln no doubt gave him
many opportunities for the exercise of Lthose
business qualities which were afterward so
muarked during his municipal career. The
chiarge which his opponents were not slow

From his lnte ph otograph

Lo bring against bhim—that of bringing
about a monopoly without regard to Lhe
prionciples of falrness and Justice to his
competitors, was certalnly not true. That
by the ald of patented Awerican machinery
Lis firm was able to dictate terms to the
other screw makers in the country, and
thiat they were all, or nearly all, induced
o sell their business at a falr price—thus
lenving Nettleford & Chambeérinln masters
of the situation for yeurs, may be accepled.
But this could probmbly have been done by
competition alone, without having to pay
the price which the varlous businesses cost,
No charge of real tyranny or injustice has
ever been established, That the monopoly,
however, was brought about snd that it we-
cured to all the members of the Chamber-
laln family great wealth, seems certaln.'
As u Sunday School Teacher.

Another old friend of the colonlal sec-
retary has recently referred to Mr., Cham-
berlaln's specialtion, unsuspected of late, ns
a Sunday school teacher,

Naturally, they were exhibited before his
political carver had begun, In fact, only a
short time after his start in Birminghan.
Perhaps it wos In obedlence to the wish of
some good people at home that young Cham
borlaln promptly jolned the Church of the
Messlah, but he found much that wone inter-
eiting to him In rellglous work. Three
yoarsa later he gave a serles of talks on
sclentific toples to the young people of the
congregution, and before long he woe &
full-fledged Bunday school teacher, with a
clnss of boys, most of them lusty young fac-
tory hands.

All thie was at the time when there was
no national system of education In Eng-
land, and when church workers not only
taught the gospel but “reading, writing and
arithmetic"’ as well, holding classes day

wnd night. They had no half-way measures,
either, nor spared the rod, and a boy was
us likely to be thrashed for not knowing
who was the wisest man ae for Insisting that
#lx and two made nine. So, although Mr.
Chamberinin’s class was nominally for
seripture study, the teacher waa lu the habit
of glving his puplls & smattering of sclence,
Merature and history as well,

He wore a light beard In thosge da/4. but
dressed much as he does now, with silk hat,
frock and eyegluss—like In all respects, in
fact, save for lack of the orchid that I8 now
usuilly a part of his toilet. The only time
that he ever was known really to neglect
his personal appearance was Just after the
death of his At wife, whom he adored. and
in that sad time the neatness which s a
part of him was almost totally forgotten

He used to keep his hat on while teach
ing the boys, and paced about the
umbrella in hand, shooting out gquestions
not disdaining  to tell good storjes an!
pouncing on delingquents with satire and
mock politeness. The boys worked like
beavers all week, and sometimes on summer
days balmy sleep claimed one of them for
Ita own before he knew [t. Such a boy was
lkely to be awakened with a vigorous prod
of the umbrelln and to héar Chamberiain
ray, "Good night, Jones No objection to
your going to sleep, only please don't snore.”
Ho taught the boys for over two yours,
managlog to keep the rather tough young
propositions In first rate order, yet never
resorting to the harsh mensares which he
had authority to use, Those who remetn-
ber Bim at that time say he was o model
teachor,

There are a good many
Chamberlain the teacher.
nre continually turning
recalling old times to Wim, and when he
went to America as British commissioner
In the fisheries discussion a couple of pros
called  and  Introduced
themselves as two of his old “boys."

When he tench In the Sunday
#chool he beoame one of the trustees of the
Birmingham church, in which he s
terested and to the support
contributes liberally

How He Lenrned to Spenk,

Perhaps his zeal in church work was not
altogether free  from  political ambition
Chamberluin was not a fluent spenker in his
early youth. The right word didn't always
come In the right place, as those who
knew him then were reminded only a few
weeks ago when in the mlist of a great
publle spesch, he got stuck for a word, hem-
med and hawed and twisted in vain, and
finally turned to Mrs. Chamberlain, who
wus eltting on the platform, and asked her
what word It was he wanted. She told him
und he went on without any further trouble

Healizing, probably, that he must talk
well on his feet If he was golng to get glong
In politivs, he Joined, If not founded a de-
bating soclely In the district of Birming-
ham In which he lived, and which still
flourishes under the name of the Edgbaston
Debating society, and from which have
sprung many of Birmingham's most famous
citizens. When he flirst underiook to speak
there, he was often nervous and faltering,
even to the point of breaking down entirely.
He kept at It, however, and soon became a

room

who remember
His former pupiis
up in London and

perous  merchants

consed to

still In
of which he

power in the soclety, especlally strong
in  argument and active In  the dis-
cusalon of social questions from the politl-
enl viewpolnt, 1t was his work In the de-
bating soclety that won for him his firat
political place a8 g memhber of the town

councll. Then he became mayor, and pushed
through municipal gas and water and street
Improvement schemes that canused Bir-
mingham to be regarded as one of the best
governoed citles In the world;, was re-elected
twice and then sent to Parlinment,

It was the debuting soclety scheme that
got him Into municipal politics, the munie-

Ipal improvement scheme that got him
into Parllament, the woodscrew monopoly
gcheme that made him a milllonalre, Now

for n scheme to place him In the ranks of
the statesmen. But perhaps it Is not falr
to call the home role split a scheme; let's
call It an opportunity,

When Mr. Parnell dellvered his famous
declaration of independence for Ireland and
Mr. Gladstone had allled himself to the

Irish party, the turning point in Mr. Cham-
berlain’s life came. He was a radleal; the
chalirman of his parllamentary division, Mr,
E. J. S8mithy, now famous as the inventor uf
the trades combluation scheane, was a radl-
enl, and Mr, Chamberlain's workmen, nu-
merous enough to be n strong political fac-
tor, were also radlcals. It is due, pearhaps,
to Mr, Chamberiain's astuteness that no one
knows “exactly to this day whether these
radical constituents Induced My, Chamber-
Inin to head the famous split, or whether
Mr. Chamberlain was so powerful that he
carried them with him, Thers was a mo-
montous dinper at his house a few nighte
before he announced hls pollecy and the
question of following Mr. Gladstone or
breaking with him was discussed by the
local political potentates Invited there by
Mr. Chamberlaln, who was apparently much
in doubt ns to what he had Dbeller do.
Finally Chalrman Smith got up and carried
tha day by a speech agalnst home rule. Mr,
Chamberiain gald not a word, but a day or
two afterward he made the slep that car-
ried him Into the conservative party, at the
head of the llberal unfonlsts and brought
him a place In the cablnet ss a reward.
And, by the way, this bit of inner history
of the famous gplit has not heen told before.
Tide Turning for Chamberinin,

When Parliament opened a few weeks ago
things looked bad for Mr, Chamberlain, Sip
Wilfred Lawson sald In a public speech that
Mr. Chamberlnin deserved to be put In jfall
guite ns much as Dr. Jameson had for mak-
ing a rald on the Transvaal on a smaller

(Continued on Eighth Page.)
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Mr. Hull of Iowa,
His Work and Ways

Representative Hull of Iowa enjoys legls-
lative work. He {s a good parliamentarian

and can preside over the house without
embarrassment. On the floor he is differ-
ent from most members. He never tries

to force a mensure—he carrles it through.
A tolleague hns sald that Hull can get bills

through the house with less frigtion than
any olher ﬁmn on the HAoor, When ob-
Jection Is made, he explalns, and when

gome other man might smart under a taunt
nnd show resentment, Hull will good-
naturedly seek to satisfy the objector with
argument rather than fight him down. He

MR. HULL OF 10WA-— "ot

makes a good specch,
oratory, Is his long suit, His methods
have made him populay with his fellow-
members and a good many of them know
him as “John.” Those who do not know
him so well salute him as “Captain.'’ This
title dates back to his civil war service,
His admirers from lowa call him *“'gov-
ernor’” because of his two terms as lleu-
tlenant governor of the state,

Hull Is best known as chairoan of the
house comamittee on militury affalrs. Before
the war with Spain this chairmanship might

but diplomuacy, not

have been called a “genteel” position, just
e the chalrmanship of appropriations was
“powerful,” the chalrmanship of pensions

“luborious,” the chalrmanship of judiclary
“dignified,"" and #o on. But nowadavs the
military chairmanship is one of great im-
portance and Chalrman Hull had power,
labor and dignity showered upon him be-
cause of events following the battleship
Muipe’s misfortune, He has been chalrman
of the commitiee sinee the Fifty-fourth
congress. When Speaker Reed muode up his
committees at the opening of that congress
more chairmanships were given 1o lown
than any other state In the uplon in pro-
portion to the size of her delegation., Hen-
dersin was chalrman of judiclary and frst
man next te the speaker on rules; Hull
headed military affalrs, Hepburn Interstate
and forelgn commerce, Lacey publie lands,
and there were two otheér lowa chalrmen
Six of lown's eleven members received
chalrmanships and the others were well
taken care of, This has nothing to do with
Hull, except to show that an Jowa member
has a hard time to be speclally conspiouous,
Hull s not the biggest man of the delega
tion, even excepting the speaker, but he Is
one of a collection of big fellows
Military Expert.

As an expert on military affairs, Hull Is
now pointed out In the same way that
Payne Is as a “"tariff expert,” or as “"Uncle
Jog" Cannon is referred to ns an “authorfty
on appropriations.” During the war legisia-
tion of 1808 Hull was one of the best friends
the administration had in the capitol build-
Ing. His misslon was to co-operate with
the War department and he did so without
causing excitement or friction He woa
cool, deliberate and wise, He had helpful
suggestlons to make Lo the War department
officials. When plans were formed he put
them Into execution in  the house He
worked hard on the bill for the army and it
wns & bitter disappolntment to him that the
Incrense was not tor 100,000 regulars, {natead
of 65,000 regulars and 35,000 volunteers,

Hull is good looking. He appears to ad-
vantage in & dress sult. In Fifth avenue

0 by

in New York or on Connecticut avenue In
Washington he might be called a “‘dandy.”
The expression of his face is full of busl-
ness, yet It Is by no means lacking In In-
tellectunlity In his asutoblography pub-
lished in the Congresslonal Directory he
says he s “engaged In farming and bank-
the

ing.”” This s particularly true as to

farming. In summer he spends part of his
time looking after his favorite farm nd
enjoys  the life a8 much as do v

horny-handed membera of his constitucney,
If he should lose his Job as congre nu
he would be as llkely to take up with arm-

Frances Johnston.

g as he would be to take the management
of one of the banks in Des Molones In which

he 18 Interested,
Hurd Waorker,
As a representative Hull is tireless. He
I8 always at I; In fact, he wastes labor
occuslonally because some of it does not

show and brings no frult or reward, except
satisfaction to him. He has both determina-
tion and perseverance, A congress or two
buck bhe had a bl granting a pension of
$72 a month to u Des Molnes veleran of thoe
civil war. After he had argued for it be-
fore the committee it was reported favor-
ably, but with the amount cut down Lo
$50. It came up In 8 turn at one of the
Friday night sesslons devoted to pensions.
He was on hand, as was his lowa col-
league, Lacey, who had written the report.
Hull made a long statement, explaining the
merils of the bill, Lacey also spoke In
favor of It. BHBome one called for the read-
ing of the report, This took time and in-
dicated that all would not be smooth sall-
ing. Hull made another statement in his
graceful mavner., Then the reading of the
minority report was demanded. This was
another bad omen A speech wag made
ngainst the bill and then Hull had o make
another appeal, He seemed to satisfy the
objectors and the vote was next In order.
As the roll call proceeded It could be oh-
served that two were votlng for the bill
Lo every one agalnst it. All was happiness
for Hull, “Thirty-two ayes to f.urteen
noes,"" announced the chalienan, and he wos
about to add, “And the bill Is Jaid aside with
n favorable

recommendation,” when out
rang the words, “No quorum."” A quoruim
could not be mustered and the next thing
the house did was to adjourn. This would

have discouraged a good many men, but Hull
brought that bill up on another oreaslon
and it was pussed. Sl the opposition was
not satisfed aund still later Hull succeeded
In having the house reconsider its actlon
and recall the bill from the senate. ‘Then,
In spite of the house haviog reversed Itself,
Hull got the bill up again and se ured lis
passage. It went through the senate, re-
ecelved the president's slgnature and the
Des Moines veteran drew his pension, The e
had been a lot of opposition Lo that bill but
there was no opposition to Hull

Hull's devotion to detuils and his love of
work give value to hls service s a repre-
sentative, He does lols of work In com-
mittew and would rather diciate letters than
eul Loss than ffty-nine vears of Age and
enjoying fine health, he 18 good for some
years yet, And, with much army leglslation
to come, no matter what developa in the
present war, he ought to grow.




