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Present Condition and

| Prospects of Japan

\WCapyrighted, 1o, by Frank Q. Carpenter.)

OSAKA, Japan, Jan. 156, 1000, —(Special

© Correspondence of The Bee )—1 first visited

dapan ten years ago, snd it then had on the

govep-league boots  of modern Industrial

progress. 1 came agaln Just before the ware

with China and found that the couatry had

nEaIn made giant strides.  Since then s

business hoas been growlng like n suowball

rolling dewn hill, and It s now (ne of the

Breatl mooufacturing nations of the globe

New mills of many kinds are going up

\ Here nb (eaka are Lwo ore large cotton

Cfactorles  operating  enore  than  1.000,000

spindles wnd Inst year 50,000,000 p unds of

cotten  yutrn were exported toe China, A

great part of (he cotton used In Jupan Is

made here, and the business 18 so growlng

that In the cuase of e division of Chloa

among the powers, this reglon will be turaed

l inte one vast ¢ tton mill for making clothes
for the colestials

Just above

Osaka Is Kiuto, where there
o 8K mills run by electriclly
by witer  power and about
Kobe are factorles
matehes by the milllons
shipment to Ching, Corea, Iadin
nlin In Toklo, 200 miles Lo
gome Japanese have Just

ure pow mode
developed
here and
which are making
of gross {or

and Aust

onstward

bhelow nt

the
completed

i woolen bl and hiave now 1,300 hands em-
ployed in making eloth to  supply the
Japnunes mand fTor wamnor clothing, and

. at Nagnsakil, the extreme westetm bort of
the empite. o shipbullding yard has been
eatablishod which I8 making 6,000-L n
steamers as good dx any  constructed 1o
Euwiope or the United Stoles

Jupan Growing Rieh,

The Japanese are, In fact, growing into o

» rich nation, They are already the nabobs
of the Orlent, the richest of the native
races of Lthe far east. 1 do not mean Lhat

| they are wealthy In comparison with the

Americans or the Europeans, but they are
far aphead of any people of their own kind

There are nmo beggars. 1 have not been
| * asked for alms onee during my stiny In the
| country, and I gee no unemployed, Since

the Japanesc-Chiness war wages have in-

creased from 60 to 100 per cent, and men
who wore working before that time for

cight and ten cents a day are now getting
twenty and twenty-five, and more than
double the prices pald fir the same class
of Iabor in China and Corea, Wages are
steadily riaing and, though they are still
not more than one-tenth the eums paid our
workmen, they are enough to be rlches to
the people here. They are high that
many of the working people are saving
money, There is mow mare than $12,000,-
000 on deposit in the postal savings banks
owned by about 1,200,000 depositors, and
‘ this notwithstanding the people chlefly in-
| vest thelr savings In other ways.
A8 to the growth of wealth among
i capitalists and the business classes thls is
etill more remarkable, There I8 no end of
factories, banks and companles of varlous
. kinds which are paving good dividends
The Nippon Yusen Kalsha Steamship com-
pany, for Instance, le paying 256 per ecent,
and there Is a horse rallway In Tokin which
Is paying 25 per cent. The read Is the only
one In a eity of a million and a half popula-
tion. Tts owrers were recently asked to In-
creage thelr capltal and equlp It electrieally,
They refused, eaving they were dolng very
well and they doubted If they could pay a
heger percentnge hy the electrie system.
There 18 no douht, however, hut they will
soom have to make the change,
' The rallronds of Japan are paying, even
thoge which bhelong to  the government.
There are now between 2,000 and 3000
mites of track In the empire and more have
heon projected,
' As to banks they are to be found every-
v where, and ns & rule they are dolng well
Two per eent n month is not am uncommon
Interest rate, and the hanks ns a rule pay
: nterest on deposits. The total amount of
native ecapltal now used In this way foots
up more than $125,000,000, the Bank of
Japan nlome having a capital of 30,000,000
ven, or $16.000,000, The banks do business
fust na our hanks do, keeping thelr ae-
eounts and lending money In the same way,
They do no “thank you' business of any
- kind, and charge thelr customers for any
ind every favor., There are large stock ox-
hanges in Toklo and Osaka, and the vel
low, almond-eved hulls and hears fight here
over the rise and fall of etocks just as our
white, atralght-eyed ones do lm New York
* and Chlicagn
Money
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in Steanmships,
In thoelr steamship lines the Japanese are
making wonderful progress They now
e have lnes of steamers which go to nearly
eVery great port, They have twelve blg
stepmers  which glve them a fortnightly
énrvice to Europe via the Buez eanal, n
line of Iarge ships to Australin via Hong
Kong and Manila, regular steamers to alf
the Chinese, Corean and eastern Siherian
ports and two Hnes which make regular
fallings for Seattle and San  Franolseo
. They are experlmenting now with a line
to Peru, and have sent several of thelr
ships to Maobile and New Orleans to test
whether It will pay them te lmport our
raw cotton for thelr mills here In thelr
own stenmers Last year the Nippon
Yusen Knleha added slx vessels to Ita line,
the six ageregating a Loanage of 34,000, and
It now has twelve steamera which average

more thun 6.000 tong each

Japan s very anxious to see the Nlearagua
capal bullt, and will undoubtedly have its

regular lines to New York as socon as It
finished

At the same time there are scores of other
sleamships from the great lnes of BEuropo
and the United States o the Japanese ports
every month The trade

Is

Is 80 Increasing
that all want their share of the freight
One of the latest In the field 18 the North
German Llovd, which now has  regular

steamers from Europe to Japan, and which
Is eald to be about to put on a service
of fine vessels to ply between Homg Kong
and San Franclseo. Today the frelght e
tween these ports s congested. Th
Japanese merchants tell me they cannot get
thelr goods promptly, and that they havs
to walt for monthe for the fNlling of their
orders,
The United States and Japnn,

There |8 a steaay 1ncrense golng on In our

trade with the Japancse. 1 see Americnn

goola In all the citles anil nearly every
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STREET IN O2AKA

ONE OF JAPAN'S

over commercial travelers
who have come for the first time to work
the trade. By the new treatles forelgners
can now do business and sell goods In any
part of the empire, HBefore they went into
effect they were required to have passports
from the governmeant If they went outslde
the trenly ports and all of the business wos
done by Japanese middlemen, Our drum-
mers can now take interpreters with them

gleamer brings

NEW

BRIDGES

the army

manufactures

bread

people are hecoming bread eaters as well as
rice eaters, and In
been Intely Introduced ps one of the rations
A great deal of flour i3 uscd for paste In
the fan and other
o that the demand for the American artiele
Ig six times ns greal now as 1l wag ten yenrs
ngo

his

of paped,

New Treatlen and the Amerieans,

As to Juet how the new treatles will work

and take thelr orders direct the Americans here are undeclded. Min
As to the forelgn trade of Japan, it now Ister Buck thinks they will be to the ad

amounts to enough to be well worth ocur vantage of our trade, and seems to have

consideration, It was more than $220,000.- no idea but that forelgners will have thelr

000 lost year, and of this the largest share rlghts and Justice In the Japanese cotrts

of the exporis went to the United States

We take, In fact, nbout one-fourth of all ——— —

the go ds Japan sclls to forelgners, and il
Is only lately that we have becn selling
here anything ke our share in return. We
buy more of its raw sllk than any other
nation, our exports of this alone footing up
more  than $12,000,000, We pay It more
than $3.000,000 a year for tea and an equal
am unt for =llk goods, while we annually
buy $1,500,000 worth of Japanese matting
We send $300,000 g year to Japan for drugs
and chemleals and a large amount for curlos,
poreelain and other such things, We buy
more and more every yvear, but it is only
ately that our sales have largely increased.
At presceant we are galnlog more rapldly
In the Japanese markets than any other na-

tion Twenty yvears pgo we furnished only
ahout 6 per cent of the Japanese mports
nnid Englund furnlshed over 00 per cent.
Now we are supplylag 10 per cent of all

that Japan buys and the English have lost
about kalf thelr trade. During the lnst
few years the Americans have been send
Ing locomotives and rallrond machinery
Japan, and our exports of lron and
manufactures now amount to m re than
$2.600,000 a year We are having an In-
creased trade In whent and flour, =ome of the
Pacific coast mills belng run almost entiroly
to gupply the Japanese markets The
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JAPANESE WHO WORK

FOR

TWENTY CENTS A DAY

He sent out & pobide o the Amedican ros
dents at the thme the treaties went into
fecl asking them to oberve the new regu
lntions and  complimenting L i I
government on s gonerosicy b opening uj
the emplre (o fordigners Inasmuach s nons
of the other ministers hivd the foresight or
courtesy to do this the act bhas been grontls
ipprecinted by the Japaness

Minister Buck by the way his ol
himuaelt very popular here, not only with
the Japanes: but alun with the f
colony, by his plain,  practieal  commo
sengo Americanism. He  belleves  in the
Utiited States, and s alwnyvs dodng  whiat
he ean to advance (s Interesig, nnel hig h
ne sympnthy with any American who do
not manifest the same dlsposition 1 henvid
a eurloua story the other day of his treast
ment of one of our cltlzens who treiell to
go back on hie countey, The man  woe
origlnally gent out here ag nomissionarey by
the Christian or Camphellite chureh, bt
@0 demonsteated hi= unfitnesas hy hid un
charitable attitude twonrd Japanese man
noera and customs that he wns foreod 1o
reslgn.

He remalned In Japan, however, found
other means of making n living here and

wag regarded as one of the memhbors of thy
Ameriean enlony. Now, It 18 the custom of
the Amerieans of Japnn to unite together
nand glve some kind of a celebratlon on the
Fourth of July, but when this man wae ap
praached for his portlon of the eontrihutlon
last year he drew himaelf up and replied
“1 have nothing to glve You nsk for the
money from me ax a citizen of the Unlied
States. T do not elalm eltlzenghip ther
My eltizenship Ia In heaven™

Thian was hefors the trontieon
gone Into affect, and 1t was only a
after the necurrence that the man wanted n
passport of Minlster Tiaek, In order that he
mieht go Inta the eooler reglona of the In

had
few dnva

new

terlor. When he preecnted himself ol the
X
i
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AMERICAN MARKETS
legation, however, Mr. Buck told Wim that
ho could only apply for passports foyv el
zons of the United States, aond as he had
denled having any such eltizensllp he would
respectfully advise him to apply for a pos
port through the powers of the loculity In
which he sald hin only eltizenship existod
The result waa that the ex-misslonary e
mained at home
AL the game time our minlster I8 & strong
friend of the active missl naries and & do
ing all that he diplomatically and eonsist

ently can to further thelr wark here

dopun mnd Chinn,

Colonel Buck tells me that the Japin: se
are anxlous that Ameriean capitallsts should
come here and look over the ground with
n view to uniting with them in bulldiong fae
tories Lo capture the great murket of Chipn
an soon as that empire In opened up by the
powers. They bolleve that such a combi
nution would Immensely profituble and
ny that the cheap labor and und ubted skitl

be

of the Japanese woulil ennble the goods to
be made here more cheoaply than in the
United States. The proximity of Japan to

Chinn and the knowledge which the Japaness
huve of Chinese tastes, thelr abllity to deal
with them and the ownership of this s the
buge of operations, they elalm, would he
very Ilmportant factors In the problem. Ona
such combloation has already been made,
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b chilmoed that there are now |
sopldlers in Manchurin

The NMussinns
Hne of thelr rond
tor them, and nll
that they conulder
awn terrltory. They laok
in the light, nnd In these twa great
countrles have perhaps the most valuable
provinces of China. Manchuria 18 naturalty
rleh It hans great of good  whont
Innds, and It will in future he rne of
the breand haskets of Asla. It eontnine val-
unhle minerals and deposite of gold and
Nyer. Mongolln e sald he rich In ite
agricultnral nnd mineral ourees, 1t s
the ellaf harae-hreeding  ground of
Asin, and as guch will ha of value to
Nuselang a= a fecdor for (e cavalry

At the same thme the
ingg thelr way fril
and it e this that the
ject to, The Ruasinn 1o all they ean
ancure the friendshin of the Coreans, n
tenling which naturnlly go to Inpnn
had {te people not the Caoreane by
thelr rude treatment them after they
hal Aefeated the Chines The Jnpanosan
have heon raneelted In thelr act)
tawnrd the They are domineering
and at times Ingulting, The NMuasinns
on tha other hand UL ALGL They
nre amplovine the Moreans alone the n rth
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ern houndary of the eountry and are doing
all thev ean to eain thelr good will
dupnn's Preparntlons for War.

But what {8 Japan doing?

Bhe |8 by no means idle, 1 can tell you
Hoer preparatlons are golng on both openly
and in secret, She e perfecting her mil-
Itnry organlzation, and she could 01 O rea
with troops within n few weeks, She has
today one of the best Noets of wir vessel
aflont, and, ns It I8 belleved here, far betiey
prepared for a long stroggle than Russin

Jupnn has her aples all over the Clilness
emplre. They are Japancse  who  apder
gtand and gpeak the Chinese lunguage ity
nd well as the natives, who wenr plgtail
Hke the Chinese and are supposed to he
Chinese. The great varlety of dinlecis anel
fentures In the different provinces of China
makes such spylng  comparntively  ensy
These sples are In the employ of the Japa-

nege government, and make regular reports
to It, Bome of them are supposed (o he
Chineas merchants, others are employed on

(Contigued on Wighth Page)




