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while the press at thot tlme was not very
finttering In {ta criticelssms, It Is snid that

tho rough dges, always nolicealre In a
first presentation, have besn smocthed off
and that the plece is really a vlever one.

The principals In the cast are well known
heéra as capable artists. They are George
Q. Bonlface, jr., George Ober, Kathryn Os-
torman and Bertha Waltsloger, The o
altrnotion at the Boyd, “At Piney Ridge.’
an old but meretirtoud one. At the Troca-
dero, "Glrofle-Girofla," Lecocq's comie opera,
will be sung. At the Orpheam Minnle
Palmer will bead the bill. Altogether, a
woek's llst of falrly good entertalnments ls
offerd,

William MRiley Hateh, thae
baritone engaged for the new
pany, and who left It recently
Woadward Stock vompany in
has beon re-enguged und will be in the cast
of "Glrofle-Girofla" this week. Mr, Hatch
made friends o Omaha during his previous
short engagement, all ¢f whom are glad to
bhave him return,

firet leading
opera <com-
to join the
Kamsns City,

Mentloning the Woodward Stock company
brings to mind the fact that since It left
Omahn three weeks ago It has been playing
to record-breaking sudlences at the Audl-
torium In Kansas City., It has produced so
far about the sume line of pleces that it did

in Ovnaha, incinding ““The Musketeers'' and
“Northern Lights These plagy, which
Omaha theater-goers patronlzed In a way

anything but liberal, hove been filling the
theater In the City on the Kaw., Sines the
Woodward company has been absent thia
time loeal patrons of the theater have had
inflicted upon them some attractions that
could in ne way compare with the Wood-
wards, yot the thealer-goers have been com-
pelled to pay twice the price of admission
to 2ee these inferlor entertalnments. This
is bringing the people to reallze, but too
Inte, just what a splendid organization the
Woeodward Stock company wis,

Many pluys are wiitten, but few are
chosen. The conventional ldea scoms 1o be
that playwrlting s somethlng easy, and that
dramas are dushed off after dinner or be-
tween duys, as a4 mere diversion. The [aot
Is that writing a play I8 no ciasy exploit in
romance and several degrees more difficult
to do than to put a book together.

Not long ago In New York n theatrieal
miaager was approached by a callow young
man who desired penmission o see the
etage. He stated frapkly that he had writ-
ten a play and wus now very dessirous to
#co tho unknown weoerld behind the scenes,
Such lnstances of technlenl lgmorance are
frequent experiences with a manager, but
tho good, brave work of playwriting moves
on as merrily as ever. J. J. Rosepthal, one
of the besy known managers of theatrical
atlractions in this country, who was In the
clty on business Ipet woeek, sald that [n
three months le had read no less thiun sov-
enty-one néw plays that were submitted to
him,; and failed to find o single one that, to
his mind, had suMelency of merit to risk
producing.  He had given up all hope of
securing n new farce for this season umtll
he recelved a letter from a friend in Lon-
don telling him that Charles Drookfield haa
Just completed n new pomedy called “Dear
0ld' Charley." He egbled at once to send
the manuseript. It was Just tho thing he
wanted.

The most important new plays produced In
Now York last week were “The Gadfly,” a
religious drami by Stusrt Robson, and un
operatle verslon of Hostund's famous “Cy-
rano de Bergeme,'” by Fraacls Wilson. So
far as the eritics were concerned both plays
wore fhat fallures, bt during the week thev
drew “standing room only’” heuses, All of
the critles "roasted’” "The Gadfly," aund be
low will be found portlons of some of thelr
eriticlsms,

The Pest smld; *Of all the problems sug-
gested by "The Gadfly," a nightmare In four
acts, which was lnflicted upon a long-suffor-
ing audieuce, the most ditfleult (o solve s
the opne bow it could have been possible
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Stunrt Robson must have had one In as-
suming the part of the hero, for which he
Is, artlstically and constitutlonally, utterly
unfitted. It would be more than uncivil—it
would be eruel, aud it certalnly would bz
us¢less—to dlscuss his performance in de-
tall, It 1s suMelent to say that the c¢har-
acter, If llekod Into some sort of praciicable
shape, would test the capacity of a strong,
emotional and romantie actor, which, for
obvious reasons, he Is not, and never can be.
His fallure was absolute, but wes due quite
as much to the Insuperable obstacles put In
lis way by nature as to lack of Intelligence.
It 1s only falr to add that Mrs, Voynich
the author of the original novel, has dis-
avowed all connectlon with or responsibillty
for the plece, which she contemptuously and
righteously dubs an illiterate melodrama.”

The Heranld treated It as follows: * ‘'The
Gadfly' assumes to be a 'llberal adaptation’
of Mra, Voynleh's novel, In point of fa:t it
bears the same relation to the novel that a
homeopathie doctor's prescription of arsenie
or strychnine bears to the original pslzon.
It dilutes the dose to a polnt where the
vigor I8 logt with the venom. Mrs, Vaoy-
nich’'s novel is a vigorous but wvenomous
diatribe against the Catholle church., Mr.
Hose's ‘adaptation' Is a concesslon to the
Catholie, and, indeed, to the Christian, ele-
ment in the audience. By a backward pro-
cesg It converts acetose into saccharine mat-
ter."

And the Tribune thus: *“The plece 18 an
old-fashioned melodrama, very olumsily put
together, written In florld English and need-
lessly welghted with a jargon of false ethics
and ribald rhetoric. Dark intimations had
boen given that this play would give deep
offense to the church and would cause the
ecclesinstionl establishment to tremble, but
In fact its chlef effet was to cauvse a good-
natured grin. Onece in a while the stage
kindly vouchsafes this sort of frosty joy—
a pleca and a performance so serlously In-
tended and so pretentiously bad that they
become ocenie, ‘The Gadfly' is a thing of this
kind and for an «ld cynle nothing could be
more deliclous in this pecullar vein.”

Fravcla Wilson fared no better than Mr.
Robson, a8 will be seen by some of the fol-
lowing ceriticisms, The Herald says:

“The Knlckerbocker theater opened for
the eeasgon with Francls Wilson's prduction
of ‘Cyrano de Bergerae' In comic opera
form, Stuart Reed has made the book,
Huarry B. 8mith has supplied the lyrics and
the ecoro Is by Victor Herbert. There wero
the usual first-night encores (would they
might cease 10 be consldered ‘the thlong!'),
and alter the sccond uwct Mr, Wilson was
called out and made a epeech. But the
opera was Dot received with the some
hewrty favor which has been meted out to
some of Mr. Wilson's past productions, and
the reason s not far Lo geek.

““There was just one wiay 0o make a suc-
ce=slul werk for a musical comedian out of
Rostand's famous play, and that was to ex-
aggerate  Cyrano's cccentricities nnd make
the opera & burlesque, or at least a semi-
burlesique throughout, But as it stande t
verges on burlesque in spots, and then come
serlous  lines and episodes, which, though
taken out of the play, seem for their sur-
roundings anly Jike echoes of It,

The PPost says: "Although a large and
friendly audlence gathered to listen to the
first performance of the new operetia, ‘Oyr-
wap de Bergerac,” they could get up but lt-
tle euthusipsm and the plete fell somewhat
flat, Mr., Victer Herbert has written some
pleasing music which is ‘catchy’ In places,
und the solos may be appreciated when they
are suog as they were not on this occasion.
Mr. Francis Wllson bas made a mistake in
imagining that his forte is In
Ing, The public have learned to regard him
48 0 fun-maker, and he secms out of hils
proper element when he cemys long poetic
rezitntlons and love ballads. They much
prefor him in bls accustomed whimsloalltles,
for which the wrlter of the book las not
alforded him maoy opportunities.”

The Tribune says: *After this it will not
surprise any one famillar with the taste and
Intelligence of New York operetia audlences
to hear that the people who greeted the
new work in friendly fashion, because they
have long admired Mr, Wilson and could not
escape the fascination of Mr. Herbert's eng-
slo, seemed a good deal puszled by the en-
tertalnment set before them. Mr. Wilson
tried to play familiar scones seriously, tried
to declidm and npet 8o as to stir the emotions
of bhis auditors; but he Is least of all au un-
consclous humorlet, and he was ouly enter-
taining when le was amusing and ouly
amusing whea he was funny on the old Wii-
souian Jines minus the scrobatcs The
slmplest explanation of ithe phenomenon
might be that the publis found ‘Cyrano de
Borgerac' as done into musie in palpable
tmitation of the Freoch play, but without
eredit, nelther fish, flesh nor fowl, wnd knew

serious ncte

not whit to do with good red herriug.”

Coming l‘teul:
| George C. Boplface, jr., and George Ober,
I the new farce, "Dear Old Charley,” will
e the attraction st Boyd's opera house four
pighta, bogloning today with a matines on
Welnesday, Thia wil also be the first pre
seitation lo this elty of Charles Brookfleld's
play, which is suid to contaln some well-
definsd and nicely Jdesigned character
studies, although it ia of the farce order
'F'l'lw lines o “Dear Old Charley' are sald
to be bright and witty, and the plot novel
Une of the features s 4 female character
thit never appedars on the stage. Al times
her volce s heard and on several occusions
| &he fe prevented froen appeariog by the mer-
| oal breath, and yet, although the woman s
y Bever seen, she ls o wost Lwportsol fsvlor

thrée women and two men, who oxecute
what s said to be some of the most novel
and refined dances ever seen on the stajge
The Amerlcan blograph s ancther attrac-
tlon thit will doubtless prove popular. It

shows an entirely new gerles of war ple-
tures and other views. Among the ple-
tures to be shown this week 1= "Admiral
Dewey Heceiving His Mail" The admiral
seats himself, the nallearrier hands him
the mnil, and whlle reading “Bob,' the
dog, Jumpa up on ths chalr beside him.

The admiral stops reading, pets the dog and
takes his cap off, Another fine plcture Is
that of the United Stalea ship Oregon In
the naval parade at New York Clty. Pole
vaulting by Columbia college athlotes, show-
ing filve Jumps, f8 a verv catching ploture,
and when givem In reverte motlen Is very
amusing and somewhat myetifylng. A very
timely pleture la “Rounding the Stake Boat
Before the Finf=h." This shows (he raes
between Lthe Columbla and Defender, with
the former In the lead. Other ploturca are
“The Schoolmaster's Surprise," “How
Tommy Played o (W)ringing Good Joke on
His Dad."

The rest cf the bill is made up of Frank
Hall and (‘ass Staley in the “Twentleth
Century Burglar;” Irene Framklin, singlng
comedlenne; Powers and  Pearl, rag-time
dancers and singers, and Chevrlel, a charm-
ing entertainer.

That splendid light epera stock company
which ls now elght weeks along In an In-
definite run at the Trocadero theater, which
Is ganining an exceptionally large following
In select musical eircles and the fashionable
contingent, will this week sing Charles Le-
cocq's  three-act comle opera  “Glrofle-
Girofla,"” which achieved such universal fa-
vor some years ago and wns at that time
voted one of the musical hits of the cen-
tury. Lecocq's Insistent and sparkling
musle has been exemplified In ecyeral operas
here before, Thia particular opera, how-
ever, exploits the entire strength of the or-
ganization and presents ns strong an en-
semble as any composition they have In
their repertoire. It s brimful of melody
and eontains more than fifteen popular sola
numbers, distributed among the chlef artists

MIDWAY.

ON THK
The living
curiosity

H .
of the age. am, lrl

Hagenback’s Trained
Wild Animal Exhibition
West Midway,

HAM, Jr., appears as the connecting link
betwoen MAN and the MONKEY.

On vlew at the regular program,

Don't fail to sea Ham, Jr.

# @® ®

The Old Plantation

The Exposition

Fun Factory
Depieting life in the south before
the war.

b -

Question—=Why is SCHLITE

PAVILION crowded all the time?

Answer—Hecnuse welnerswnrest
and potato salond sell for 100,

Schlitz Pavilion
Frite Mueller, Prop.

——ay

GRIFFITH'S |'*f%tns fnper®

« « SGERIG . .
RAILWAY

The newesl, most sclentiflc and Interzs:-
entértginment on Midway,
CAPT, LOUIS SORCHO'S

Deepoealiing & Novelly o

Oppestte Fabet bullMing, wﬁsl muwu'

The Great Naval Battle
in the Tunnel.

Muraml’s Dancing Schunl

Creighton Hall,
Will reopen for children Saturday,
September B0th. Begluners 10 a. m,
—andyvapce, 2 and 4 p. m. Adolts Tues-
day, September 261k, 8 p. m. Openiug
Assembiies, Wedpesdny, Sept. 20ih,
B p, m,~200,

HOTELS.

"THE MIL LARD

13th and Douglas Sts., Omaha
~AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN FPLAN
CENTRHALLY LOCATED.
J. . BAHRRLEL & 3un, Fiu.

HO“’ﬂll = Cures Coughs.
Helleves |lustantly,
Anll-l(awf i o
Try I

Adn Rehan has begun to form x

company
for u lour In

u repurtory of Bhakespearcan

! Wright's Paragon Headache Remedy.

AMUSE

MEXNTS.

Aontinoo
Taoday,

THE WORID'S
Fi meus Comedienne,

“ROSE PO\I POM”

See her $30,000
Brooch.

Sen \t]l’l'ﬁll"l] nnwm
[‘ll.\l FCE EVE R  TE A\l.

Ragtime Dancers and Singers

THE BEAUTIFUL
IRENE FRANKLIN.

Duuuy ‘-:in;zmg (& mnmiiennu

CHEVRIEL |
the charming,

Mutinm wday
any part of the hu:m

after the parnde,

GHEIGHTUN

\ ORPHEUM|

Week Commencing at Today's Mat,

“sensation of Europe e and America,

THE AMERICAN

POWERS and PEARI-

a:00: 2%¢ to R

Entertalnor dren,  10¢; ;ml.or\ ’Ilrc X
inter v Byening §:16—10¢, 25¢ and bde.
Prices never changing. EA(“NCERS
N p— A — e ey . :
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights 3 adics, <
performance will commencs dmmedialely (:Ll‘ltﬁ. p

The Two Great Artists,

HALL and STALEY

Inthe

‘Twentieth Century Burglars.” |
A BIG BILL OF STAR NOVELTIES.

BIOGRAPH.

receiving his mail,

CARDOWNIE

TROUPE.

Europe’s Premier,
Int ernational

David Higgins® Masterful Play

PINEY RIDGE

A powerful romance of the pleturesque mountains of Tennesssa, produced by a
auperb company headed by the author and

MISS GEORGIA WALDRON

Beantiful scenery, trae to the life of the sonth.
Prices—18¢, 20c¢, i0e, BOe;, 7 5e.

The performance will not commence umtil aftor the parade Thursday night.

=== s

TROCADERO

. W. Cole, Manager. Tel. 2100.

Why don't we have a larger di play advertisement? We don't need It.
The merit of our company and att actlons draw our crowds for us. All we
need I8 enough space to anounce what opera our company Is golng to slng. The
people will come to see it. This ek It's GIROFLE-GIROFLA. Every evon-
ing, with Wednesday and Saturday matinee. Next week it will be OLIVETTI,

The prices are each week alike—56 Oc, 3be¢, 26e,

e

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSIIIIIIIIISSSST
Greater America Exposition

gg: &ecial att_r_n.'_'_-t.ions every day during Ak-sal‘-Beﬂ Week beginning Monday, Sept, 25th

Nothing like it in the way of Free Amusements ever offered at an Exposition.

3 p. m. Daily—Novel and sensational exhibition of

Life Saving and High Diving

under the personal direction of Captlain Billy Johnson and Captain Mathew Gay of the Volunteer Life Saving
Crew of Coney Island, New York.

The most startling feature ever witnessed—a realistic reproduction of the destruction of the

Battleship Maine

A real ship blown into atoms by a submarine mine under the personal direction of that famous dee ep sea
diver, Captain Louis Sorcho, who assisted in recovering the bodies of our brave boys after the explosion in Ha-
vana harbor. The above takes plu(-c daily on the lagoon opposite government building at 3 p.m, Dont miss it.

Daily
p m.

- Prof,

Alfreno

will give his daring and marvelous exhibition of walk-
ing the HIGH WIRE across the Lagoon from the dome
of the Mines and Mining Building to the dome of the
Eleetricity and Machinery Building. A most wonderful act.

4 30 p. m,
Daily

Indians under personal direction of Capt. G. 'W.

Sioux Indian Sham Battle,
War Dance and Wild West

Gaines, Wild West under personal direction of Ernest Mattox

Led by the famous

open until 12 midnight
’arades are over.

from day to day,

BELLSTEDT’S BAND,

Monday Night Special—

The Brilliant Musgical Military Spectacle,

66 O 99 Under the personal direction of
S ANT]AG 9 Profs, KELLEY and BELLSTEDT,

for the accommodation of

HESE Exhibitions will all take place in the open air and no extra charge will be made after entering the

Grounds, neither will they conflict with the Ak-Sar-Ben Parades, all of which will enter the
Exposition Grounds and traverse the Grand Court and Midway.

vigitors who may wish to vigit the grounds after the
Exposition will close at 2 a. m. during entire week.

Other Striking Features—PARADES, FIREWORKS AND SPECIALTIES —will be added

CECEEECEEECCECEECEEEEECEEEECECEEEEE

The Exposition gates will remain W |
7

f
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