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“Happy Oal” Wagner Recalls Momories of
the 0ld-Fashioned Minstrels:

MORE RECENT SHOWS UNTRUE TO NATURE

They Try to Palm OF Tinnel and Red
Plre for Talent, bhut the Pab-
e Hefuses to lie
Deceived,

H. ¢, Wagner, better known to the Ameri- |

can people and some othors as "“Happy Cal
Magoer,” Is In Omahih on business cons

nected with his positlon as traveling passen- |

ger agent of the Milwaukee road and the
sight of his famillar face on the sireets

prings up recollectlons of the bygone days |

when he and the other old-timers of
minstrel stage sung and joked and daneced
themselves Into the hearts of a generalion
of people. Most of thoso who meet Cal
Wagner now were barefooted boys or shy
maldens In frocks and sun bonnets when he
was in the zenlth of his successes, but he 18
still distinetively of the present gemeration.
His halr |8 sllvered with & more enduring
plgment than that with which he covered it
in his mipstrel days, but his face la still
round and ruddy. hls step fAirm and true and
his smille as ready as when he and Daddy
Rice and Billy Emerson aod Luke West and
a #core of others, who have almost passed
from memory, made negro mipstrelsy a
recognized featurs of the stage,

With all hig good pature and ablility to en-
tertain he has never indulged iu llover or
the varions other dissipations that abbrevi-

the |

ate the oarsors of 80 many of the profession |

and he considers this one of the reasons

why Ne s still able to hustle business with |

tho best of them when so many of his old-
time assoclates have failed and broken or
have been lald away under the grassy. slopes
of some half-forgotten church yard,

Happy Cal Wuagner! How many mem-
ories the name Dbrings back of the min-
sirelsy of the old, almost forgotten days,

Of minktrelsy that was true Lo nature and Te-
freshed the spirit ke the song of the birds

or the measurod fall of rain Jdrops on the
roof Of wit and drollery that came as
spontancously as bubbles on the tumbled

purface of & mountain brook, of songs that
spoke heart meody and of dances thal made
the heels of the listeners beat unconsclously.
That wes when genlus made the show and
the tawdry and tinseled productions of the
later minstrelsy were happily unknown,
Given an appreciative llstener and no on#

fovea better Lo prefull these hary recollec-
tlons thapg Mre. Wagner He occupied one
of the armchadrs 1o the Milwaukee tleket
office the other morping, while the min

poured beavily outside, and for half an hour
he enterialoed a groop of friends with
stories of his minstrel days of years ago.
UMinstrelsy has become degraded sluce
then,"” sighed the old-timer, “and to my
mind ther nothing that can compare
wilth the combinatious that were on the roud
twenty, thirty, or forty, yoars age
There were the George and E. P,
the Buffalo minstrels, the Dumboltons, Chur-
ter Ouak, Camphbells, Murphy, West & Poales,
Jim Banford's, Bryant's, Woods and others
that iscluded such o 1ot of culertaloers as

(1.3

Chrintles

Matt Peale dled in Buffalo, and his
pariner. Luke West, dropped off soon after,
gaying thut he was golng to see Matt, Sam
Sharpe, upother nmoted old-time minstrel,
dled In Providence, R. 1., and in these days
there 48 no one to replace them.

No Such Talent Now,

“These were minstrels,'” <ontinued Cal
reminiscontly, “but we have had none such
for 1en yoirs or more. First came the com-
on to control the opera houses and no
alnments weres hooked except on the
percentage plan, The shows were compelled
to eut off goopd people in order to pay the
percenting and soon the companies con-
slsted of one good performer and & lot of
amatenrs, This was the cauke ol so many
bad shows.  For instance, they had five bones
anid five tamborines, One end man might be
a erackerfack, but he had to play o harmony
with the others, and the result was to draw
the whole end down to the level of the
poorest performer. There 18 no more talent.
It ds all legs, short dresses, gcenery, and red
fire., There I8 nothing left of pegro min-
strefsy except the black face. Silk stockings,
blnek wulis and white wigs do not Imitate
the negro a bit. Character acting ls virtually
abandoned because they can't do it. Then
the songs they slng now have peither the
melody nor the sentiment of those Lhey
used to sing o the geod old days.”

Speaking of music Mr. Wagner does not
approve of the great orcheslras aw Aecom-
paniment for ballad singing. He says thal
the Ideal accompaniment should be played by
five strings and four winds. The firet should
consist of the fAirst and second violina, viola,
cello and double bass, and the other instru-
ments should be the cornet, trombone, clarlo.
nel and flute, This is the most eflective
orchestra for minstrels, as all ballads are
written for four volces in the chorus. Maore
musie drowns it, while double volces spoll it,
The strings should necompany the volce
while the winds come In In the chorus,

“Good banjo playing is another thing that
is seldom heard in these days., Now the pers
formers pick the instrument as they would
& gultar, when, instead, it should be pounded
with the thumb and Hnger.
another feature of

wenlthy,

Irly

enter

the old minstrelsy thut

has practically digappeared and the wretehed | ouls,
imitations are scarcely true erough to life 10| graph artist.

suggest I, We are now down to the variety
business and a minstrel entertalnment
largety occupled with ncisa that ghould bo
properly seen at the ¢ircus or on the varlety
stage."’

“What do you think of
oraze?’ Inerjecled a
mome discussion Mr,
the present form of
amount to anything. ‘It i for this resson.’
he said. *“The performer gets up and re-
bearses in the forencon, thea he goes to
lunch and back for the performance In the
afternoon, then the performance agiainp
night, and this conmant occupatlon glves
him no chance o learn anything now. They
are overdoing it, as they are & lot of other
things. The every afternoon show is & mis-
take, Six nights 1o the week and two mat-
inees are enough, and they would make just
as much money, besides giving the perforin.
ers o chance to rest and observe the Sab-
bath, Then they would have Saturday and
Sunday in which to make the big Jumps, In-
stgad of having to trovel all night. as they
do now. Then Lhe church people want Sun-
day, and they ought Lo have 10"

Fuunny Experienve in iermany .
Among Lhe remlolscencves of bhls profess

the waudeville
listener, and after
Wagner declared that
variety will never

nt

| stand at 472 Broadway in New York.

Jig dancing 18 | heeame

|

(iermany, where the mental machluery of
the people falled to grasp the idea that the
black face was assumed merely for their
amusemont, and the whole show was com-
pelled to got out of the country to avold
being prosecuted for obtaining money under
fulse pretenses.  ““This was when 1 went
over with Dumbolton’s minstrels,” he said.
“It was not the first combination to visit the
old country. That honor belonged to the
Christies, and I had playved successfully In
England with several companies. But this
time we convluded to try our luck in Ger-
many, and it turned out most favorably. We
were rovally recelved and made a harrel of
money from the day we crossed the Rhine
untll seme one accldentally discovered us In
the nct of washing our faces after the per-
formance, The Germans at once jumped to
the conclusion that they had been Imposed
upon, and, as there was a law that punished
just such & erlme, we had to fily the coun-
try to escape from being loeked up In thelr
prigons for not belng real negroes, We
didn't have & cent by the time we got salely
over the border, and I and one other member

of the company worked our way back to
Unele Sam's country in a salling vessel. It
took them a good while to get the fact

through thelr heads that our make-up was
not assumed with any intention of defraud-
{ng them, but after awhile they took a tum-
ble, and then they began urglhg us to come
back. 1 had etruck up a friendship with a
nobleman who was very cloge to the govern-
ment and he wrote me that the law that had
given us so much trouble had been repealed
and everyone was walting to welcome us
back, We finally went and made another
barrel of money, some of which we this
time succeeded in carrying away with us,
“One of the funniest experlences 1 ever
hod," sald Mr. Wagner in the course of a
fresh cigar, “occurred In Dan Bryant's old
The
Bryunt boys—Jerry, Neal and Dan—started
in New York, where they worked for Charley
White, who kept a fi-cent place on the Bow-
erv, Dan and Jerry were two happy-go-
lucky comedjans and Neal played the accor-

dlon They were dalented and BOON
popular. Dan subseqguently

mareisd Nellle Fitzsimmons of St
a daughter of the great photlo-

But in those duys the boys |

wire making their first reputation in this

is | mutton-ple joint, and their father, an Irish- !

man of the reil old sort, used Lo point them
ot to his friends like this: ‘D'ye soe that
bye with the chock pants? That's me bye
erry, who Is making the jamboree down to
(Charley Phite's.’

Doan's Old Man Cuaits In,

“Well, this brings me down to the time
when Dan got hold of the Broadway place,
und the house was just like Dan. Hie triendy
could drop In, walk to the sidebosard and
get & drink and a cigar, and then walk out
ngnin, At one time Dun was doing an es-

| sence dance during the performance and a

big gang of us got together and went over
to give him a realy professional audience.
We sent over and bought two or three seuls
al & time so0 Dan dldn't suspect what was up,
and when the curtsin went up the whole
fraont half of the house was packed with es-
sence dancerns 1 thought! | was quite an ok
sence dancer myself Iin that day, apd there
wiire also Bill Arlington, Mark Sexon, J. K.
Oumpbell, Condy apd a lot of others, each
af whom thought he wos & Uttle the best
exsence dancer In the bunch. When Dan
came ouws w do bis dapce he ook ooe luuk

To completo his discomfiture It happened
that his father had dropped In, as he fre-
quently did, with a tervier friend or two 1o
show them how his boy danced. The old
man was in the wings, and when Dan quietly
shiuMed around while he was getting buack
hig nerve the old man's volee came out liko
the roar of a bull, 1 say, Dan, you dom
lizy thafe, lape up, 1 say, lape up!' or
course the old man's exhortation was audi-
ble all over the house, and you ought to
| have heard that crowd. Dan tried to 'lape
up!" but at the first effort hls shoestring
broke and his shoe flew off and lit plumb
under the chin of an old duck out in the audi-
ence, and then he gave {t up and went off
the stage. Later In the performance he came
out and gave one of the pretilest dances 1
over saw, but he pever outllved the old
man's injunctlon to “lape up!’

“Do you think we shall ever see any more
| of the old-fashioned minstrelsy?'' inqulred
The Bee man, and the veieran promptly re-
plied that we shall, *There Is only one real
minstrel show In the world now,” he cop-
tined, "and that is at the Eleventh street
opera house in Philadelphia, but miustresy
16 golng to be revived as soon ad the war {8
over, I know of two first-class companioa
that “wlll soon go on the road, and If the
shows are conducted on business principles
they will make a blg success, Runulng &
minstrel show Is just ke running a rall-
rond,
when they get it they will patronize it. Thy
rallroad that goels the business is the one
that has the best accommuodutions, Lthe hest
rolllng stock and the best service. Ho the
show that takes with the people Is the one
that has talent that can be undemstopd and
appreciated. Once let the managers get this
idea In their heads mnd quit giving cheap
shows with cheap performers and the publle
will back them up."

NO INK 18 NEEDED IN PRINTING,
New Process for Heproducing Ple-
tures from Artisin' Copy,

An English company has been formed to
print without the use of ink In any form
by simply bringing the plate into contact
with chemically dampenad paper linen, silk,
wool, or other fabric, and obtalning 4 good,
clear Ilmpression of any desired density, The
operation I8 as quick and more slmple than
letter press printing and the work rescm-
bles in clearness and delleacy a copper plate
aor litho-engraving. Ordinary printers’
Plocks, forms, storeotypes and
may be used as u printiog surface and draw-
lngs, ele,, requiring speclal blocks or elec-
tros, lithographle work or copper plite en-
| graviog can be dope at a4 Eroat saving.
Original sketches, scrolls or fancy lettering
can be made upon the transparoncy or traced
through from drawn or printed sketchos, the
words belng typell in their respective places
and, if prieted on opague paper, photo-
graphic replicas of any &lge can be made
while engravings can be reproduced direct
from the artlst's work. Any cluss of paper
way be used, the sensitizing solution is much

type
eleciratypes

the process ln greatly in Its favor,

The Miscalled Smoker,
Catholle Standard and Times
Suy, what's the proper full-dress?
Bange—4iolng to an evening reception?
Blugs—No. & club smoker
Hungs—Wear a bathing suit, gum
ani a mackinlosh for that sort of full-dress

Bingi—
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The people want something good, aud |

cheaper than prioting Ink, and the speed of |

How Ten Million Wera Blanghtared for the
Hides in Ten Years,

PLAINS DELUGED WITH THEIR BLOOD

Vast Herds Annihilnted to Make Room
for and Fatten the White Man—
iles of Blenching Bones
Put to Use,

The same savage periode of the brutal age
of the world never shed more blood than ran
on our western prairies hardly thirty yeors
ago, when in one brief decade the rifles of
the hide-hunters uiterly exterminated the
millions of buffaloes that trampled the
plaing, north of the Red River of the South,
and south of the Hed River of the North.

I hardly dare state the grand totals 1
used to hear Kit Carson or old Bill Bridger
glve of thelr off-handed buffalo census In my
boyhood duys on the plains, writes Col, W,
. Cody in the Philadelphia Saturday Even-
ing Post. It was millfons and milllons,
and they were men who knew If any men
dld.  Aw lnte ns 1888, however, General Sher-
muon reported  nine milllon buffaloes on the
priivies, and this was a conservallve estl-
mate, Ten years later these vost herds were
completely wiped out-—a whole division of
the animal kingdom stung to death by the
bullets of the wastefu) professlonal hunters,
who left milllons of pounds of fiue meat rot-
ting In the sun,

Seemingly It was a pltiful waste of the
natural resources of the country; but as 1
look back upon it, I see now that it was a
sharp, quick way of rldding the plains of a
cumbriance trat had to glve place o a
wlser use of these fine grazing lands, It
wns nnother fnstance of civillzation getting
what It wanted and never minding the cost,
Civillzation wanted the west, but it had
no use for the Indian or the buffalo it found
In pessession of the west; and the Indian
and the huffalo bad to go, as all things go,
before the relentless march of the white
man. Wa conld pot make useful citizens of
the Indian, and we could not run our brandy
on the buffalo, so now there are few Indlatis
and no buffaloes. Extravageanl as may seem
the slaughter, the country Is ag much hetter
for It as cltles are better than tepees, and
as Durham cattle are better than buffaloes.

It is not yot hard to find men who can re-
member riding for days through mighty
herds of bulfaloes too contempiuous of us in
thelr numbers to mind the crack of a rifle
in the lest. At night we had to placy guards
around our camps to prevent fhese great
hords from trampling us out of exlstonce.

We found fresh herds In almost every diree-
tion, though euch herd stuyed pretty much
on its own chosen rapge, wandering only a
{ bundred miles or s0 here and there
i They chose the uplands for thelr ranges,
where the erisp bulfalo grass was plentiful

| and water good They did not migrate in
winter, but stubbornly faced the fAercest
| Blizgarvds, relying for warinth oo the hair

matied thick about thelr shaulders,
How the Hedaskius Hunted Baffialo.
While the bufalo was food and clothing
and sbhelter for the Indien, the Indian played
ne considerable part In Lhe extinction of tlhe
i?i“"”"' The bultalo is & mlow breeder, the

three years, but the arrows of the Indinns
never diminlshed their number. The In-
dians were bold riders and good hunters,
but they killed only to satlefy thelr owu
Immediale wants.

Nor did the herds euffer greatly from the
rifles of the early trappers and sconts who
condueted wagon trains across the plaing to
Californin. "These men were famous shots,
and hunted on horseback In bold diashes on
the herds, as the Indians hunted, but they
had no way of repching a macket with hldes
and meat, and kliled only to supply the
needs of the parlles theay were conducting.

After the civil war, when Unele Sam be-
gan to multiply his posts In the great west,
some of the beat of these plainsmen be-
come hunters for the government, and buf-
falo ment was an Important part In army
ratlons out there, We began to use breech-
loaders about that time, and the buffalocs
fell faster. I still have an old 48 Spring-
fleld which I used when hunting for the
government, and I suppose 1 must have
killed 15,000 buffaloes with it

But it was the whistling of locomotives,
erawlipg farther and farther aloag the
plains that sounded the doom of the huf-
falo. Angry bulls ‘might lift thelr shaggy
heads and bellow deflance at the strange
nolse, but the screech of steam valves pro-
claimed an inexorahle fate coming upon thoe
herds. The Creator of all things drew two
thin lines of iron acrovs the lense of life
He had given to the buffalo and canceled it
For the markets of the world were open ta
the hide-hunters, and the heavy old Sharps
began to crack faster,

Colonel Cody's Nioknnme.

Even before the rallroads were finished the
réal attack on the herds began. The radlrond
bullders found this supply of fresh meat vary
convenlent for feeding construction gungs,
and

good buffalo hunters, who were not
nfrald to face the hostile Indians which
hovered about, were In great demand, Ip

1867 I began killing buffaloes for the Kansas
Pacific, and shot nearly 5,000 of them to feed
the laborers who were bullding that line. It
was from them that | first got 4the name of
Buffalo Bill. For a long time this road,
which afterward became the Union Paellic
used buffalo heads as an advertlsement, and
1 used to save for this purpose the hand-
somes! heads T killed

It was when the rallronds got in operation
on the plalns that an army of hide-hunters
appesred and sealed the fate of the buffalo,
They were o strange clugs of men, developad
by the peculiar clrenmstances of their trade
and they disappeared with the buffalo. They
flourished in the ten years betwean 1870 and
1860, during which time they complétely ex.
terminated the herds Buffalo hides, dried
green, brought $3 aplece, summer and win-
ter alike. The skins were used not so much
for robee as for leather of 4 somewhit in
ferior gride

Ten or vwelve men, with seversl wagous,
made up & hide outht, They Bet out from
some rallroad peint, got among a herd, and
camped on thelr tral! day after day uniil
they had wiped out the whale herd., From
time to time

hides to the rallroad and shipped them to
CAaRern tanuneries The best men o these
outfita were the bunterm. who used heoavy

Sharp's rifles und stnlked thelr gume on ool
The rest of the men wore skinnerg, who fol
lowed the huntérs, siripped off the bides of
the victims, and lef! the meat Lo rot
Funernl turtege of the Buffalo,
Now the bounsplokers appeared on

over the plainy, but millline of skeletons Iny
Meaching in the western sun, The hone-
plekers  diverged  from  wvarlous  raliroad
roints with wagon tralns and, following the
routes. of the hide hunters, loaded their
wagons with tho bonoes of the bulfalonrs
whera the hunters had sinin them. ‘These
bones wers carted back to the rallronds and
shipped east, so the buffalo became commer-
clal fertillzer.  Great ricke of hones, piled
higher thun a house, appeared hy the &ldes
of the railroads and long linea of hox cars
heaped with bones erawled eust over thoe
plaing,  This was the funeral cortege of the
buflulp.

All this while great herda of cattle were
helng driven north over the tralls from
Texas and Mexico and, rapidly ipereasing,
filted the ranges which had heen elearod for
them by the slaughter of the buffalo. Now
came another clags of men, quite as ple-
turesque as the other early types of tho
plajns,  These were the eowhoys; rude and
tough, and reckless, and manly, and brave,
leadlug Uven full of hardehips and perils
and grit. They were better men than the
hide hunters and the bone plskers, whose
places they took, Civilization had cleareq
the ground of the buffalo to make room for
eatt]e,

Porsibly far north In the heavily timbered
wilds of Britlsh Columbla a few mountaln
buffalo may live in timid seclusion, koon to
vanlsh. Personally 1 saw the last of the
buffalo In a lonely valley in northwestern
Wyoming many yeurs ago, Riding ong morn-
Ing over u divide 1 looked down Into the

Ittle valley, peaceful and quiet, and very
still, 7The rising sun shone pltylngly down
upon three thousand skeletons, gleaming

white In the grars, eloquent of the pasaing
of the mighty hosls of huffaloss,

Grent Speceh Dellvered In Whispers,
When Judge Littlefield of Rockland, Me.,
enters congress as the successor of the Inte

Nelson Dingloy, relates the Philadelphin
Evening Post, he will not  find  NWimselt
AMONE HIrUngors Judge  Littlefeld  has
been A prominent figure In Malne politics

for many years and he won unilonnl famae
nt the Bt. Louls convention In 1566 through
his advocacy of Thomne B. Recd's eandl-

docy for the presidency The former
#peaker's canvass was in the hunds of Jo-
seph Manley and Judge Littlefield, and

when the former gave up the contest In ade-
vance of Lhe on which the nomina-
tions ware made the Judge was frankly outs=
spoken In hiy disapproval of that course,
The Judge hug a volee large enough for
two men of ordinary and it fAlled the
corridors of the leading hotel with pletur-
cgque denlal that the Malne canfidate had
retired lo favor of MoKinley. Partly be-

day

Hloe

| veuse of this gift, but chiefly on secount of

they sent bhack wagon laads of |

his elogquence, the judge was
and Mr. Reed's nominallon

o much talking in ady
roke In the great conveit)
deserted bl He began o a hoarse wlage
whilsper which could pot be heurd Afty fest
distant apd long before he ended his speech

chogén o necs-
bitit he had dona
thin when he
n hall his volea

fire

e was talkiog chietly to himself
Thut night at his hotel n sympatblzer was
condoli with him
It would have been w greal speeth,
julge, if the other follows had let you de-
Hver 10" ho sald
Never mind about the other felNows*
the jJudge Is reporied to have replied, partly
in signs and partiy b whinpers dd L |
cYer catch soute of those fellons fo & close
roam 'l make thelr vars ache '
The Judee will bave Uis chauce pext Des

the | comber




