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Synopais of Preceding Chapters,
Maarny 18 a lttle duehy 1 Burdpe which

| stupld gambling, and altogether there Are
' many things

has thus fist mulntilned  ta  Inde-
pandence Brenune of the jenlouring
of the largt Eurrounding couniries,
Jnternntional Mnira are now)| hows |

ever, nt n eritieal stage, and the ilitle state
senmy aboul to be swallowed up,  Germany

Ia represented at Revonde, the caplial, by
one of ber shrewdest statesmen, Baron von
Blimur. England's {nfluence ia felt to be

great, and the presence of Major Counsellor
means much. It was through Cotnsellor
that John Rallywood, a fellow eountrymas,
had served seven years In the Maasau fron-
tior cavalry. Rallywood |8 nhout Lo resigo
his commission when Selpdorf, the chan-
eallor and “mun of the hour,” senids for him
and makes him a Gentleman of the Guard.
During the vislt to the palace Rallyweod
meats Von Elmur and Valerie Selpdorf,, the
shancsllors danghter, The Gentlemen of thy
fsuard ohisct to the appointment of Rally-
wood. and [nziar one of the leaders and a
suitor for Valerie's band, Innists on settling
the affalr of honor involved. Rullywnod
glves him the opportunity at the palnca
ball, wins the toss, but glives first shot to
Uinglar. Unzlar misses and !l:ill,\'wumi
hurries o an engagement with Valerle for
the last dance, Willenloup, the comman-
fder, gives Rallywood the ba:lgﬁ of the
Guard, and the puluce guests overwhelmed
the young ¥Fnglishman with congratula-
tions.

(Copyright, 1508, by Doubledny & McClure
Company.)
CHAPTER VIL

One Womnn's Diplomnacy.

There sire men who, though conepicuously
in tha world, are never of IL Counsellor
was one of these. He gave the impression
of belng a spectator, one who looked on at
the play of common ambitions and Intrigues
with an amused and impersonal interest. Ha
was drawn into no quarrels. Those who
hated him nost continued to shake hands
with him, and none could aceuse him of
boing a partisan, Yet he was rather trucu-
lent than meek, entirely ready to glive hin
opinlon, often with a gurprising frankness,
it maintaining throughout the complex re-
latlons of his lifs a Buperb reserve that
¢ormad a defense behind which neither favor
nor enmity could penetrate.

He stayed on at Revonde, though the tsa
contlnued to blow relentiessly. Affairs were
yobl in a chaotln condition and he lingered
grumbling at the club, declaring it waa too
cold to travel, and apparently finding hin

chiaf relaxation in privately deriding Rally- |

awond for the favors which Revonde soclety
was thrusting so Invishly upon him.

In the untiring whirl and tangle of court
1ife and galety Rallywood lived and moved
with a growing enjoyment that half sur-
prised himself, and for which be accounted
on the score of change d{rom the full
drudgery of the froniler. His acceptanee
by the guard had been thorough; even the
colonel-lo-chlef, Count Sagan, whose strong-
est polnt wns not courtesy, had given him
n pronounced recognition. The pretty
countegs demanded a good deal of his at-
tonilon and attendancs, and this fact hrought
down upon him some of Counsellor's most
seathing jeers.

“Gallantrles nre fn vogue, my boy, and
vou are qualifying for a high place among
the Maasauns,” he sald, “She Is a deuced
pretty woman. I offer you my compliments,”

“‘She Is pretty.” replied Rallywood, “hut
there are A good many people In Maasau
who think her bandsomer than 1 do.”

“Yet you tell me that you are again on
your way 1o her house this evening. €Can’t
you get through the day without a glimpse
af her?”

“Noes it seem so bad as all that?” asked
Nallywood reflectively. *“Yes, 1 suppose I
1lke golug there; yet, as I have aald before.

there are a good many people who ap-
preciate her more than I do."
“Ihen what in the world takes you

there?"

“Recnuse of the other people, I suppose,”
he repeated dreamlly,

“As for instance?"’

Rallywood woke up from his thoughts and
shook himself,

“Unziur,!” he returned with a grin.

Counsellor opened the stove and threw in
the remnant of his clgar,

“Ah!" he commented, slgnificantly; "and
I presume Unzine goes there to meet you.
I begin to see”

Rallywood Inughed.

“I'm hanged If 1 da? By the way, the
countess wunts all things to make n
friend of vou She snys the English are so
rollable. But you are such an old bear
the women can't get at yow."

“So much the better for me” was the
grim reply. Also 1 am sorry 1 can't revipro-
cateo the countess’ oplnlon of me. There
are very few reliable women. I 1 had ever
found one I might have married her.'

*That ie a hard sayiog, major. You've been
unlueky, Thut's where it hurts with youl!™

“No, I've no personal feeling in the mat-
ter. I share the opinlon In ¢ommon with
muny wise suen, Lel me refer you to Solo-
mon, the census of whose hiarem warrants
us in belleving that what he dido’t know
about women wasn't worth knowing. Yet
Bie records ns his experlence, 'One man
among & Ahousand have 1 found; but a
svoman among all these huve 1 net found."*

“I bet he didn't! You can't sample a
delicate quality in the bulk,' retorted Rally-
wopod, and was already at the door when an
{dew stopped him. *Look here, major; come
avith me and revise your verdlet,”

To his surprise Counsellor stopd up and
asked one more question,

“Coundess lsolde lovited me?”

“Any number of times, as you know.**

“The more fool she,” growled Counsellor.
“1'll go.”

The cotillon, danced with (s  hundred
vagaries, was as fashionable at Revonde na

of

olgewhere, Counsellor, like a courtly bear,
was induced to join In ite whimsical va-
gurles.

The delalls of the cotlllon obtaining at
that perlod do not concern us here, It Is
gufficient to say that, us & vesult of some
evolution, by chance or by cholee Counsel-
lor found himeelf with the coumnless on @&
rilsed dals at one end of the room, while
Mile, Selpdorf and Rallywood formed the
corresponding eouple at the other end. De-
tweon the dunce proceaded, thus leaving the
respective couples virtually isolated for a
few minutes.

o1t wae delightful of you to come to our
little party tonlght,"" the countess Wis &iy-
ing to her companion. “Now Lthat you have
come Ly see ma hore, can I not induce you
to come also to Bagan next week? We are
golog out there for A few days. Do thiok
of iL."

“You are too kind, my dear madame, but

an old man like myself may bo out of
place.!
The countess sighed a little. l
Ehe

“Of course you are not at all old'
gald, shaking her bewd at him, “though you
nie fond of playing the part. But i you
waut to be ald you can be old in good com-
pany wt the castle, for the duke will be
thpere—you know he ls a4 cousin of ours id

Counsellor looked back Into the blue,
smlling eyes. Most men would bave sue
cumbed to their inpocent fAattery. ‘To the
wajor they only suggested an infinite ca-
pacity for foollshness

“Don’t you think we could exchange our
duke for another, & more intergsting one ™’
she added, misled perbaps by his look

“Duke Gustave is s0 wrapped up in  bis

" her speech talled off @gncon-
gsquently into a confused sllence

“Wanting? Certainly! Por exampie, we
hare no duchesa,” sald Counsellor, gai-
lantly, "“"We need a pretty duchess, But
in It not possible that Masgun may yet boast
the most adorable duchess in Furope?

Countess Isolde started, and fHusbed ke
A pleased child, and her eyes 1it up as she |
1nld her fan on Counsellor’s stout knee with
a confidentinl, dmpuleive gesture,

“Hut England does not llke the
pretty  duchosses ghe ventured,
proachiully. “And you are only a flai-
tarer, after all!"

The major ralsed his bushy
browe

“Have I that reputation?

““No, they say you are terribly frank."
then & design to sound this difficult and
usually unapproachable diplomat came into
her Irrational head. Older men than he bad
been wvanquished by her beauty sre now.
“"Bngland has not yet recognized my hus-
band's claim as next heir,”" she whispered.
““Major Counsellor, do you think your nation
could ever be brought to recognire me as
duchesa "’

“If the occasion arose,”
wily old smoldier, softly, "1 do not see - |
speaking as a man-—how any request of
yours could be refused. But 1 caonot an-
ewer for my nation. Still, if the occasion |
aroge—'" he hesitated aws if searching for
words, but in reality walting for hls com-
panion to take up the unfinished sentence.

The countess trembled with excitement.
This was indeed a triumph. She, “silly
Isolde,’ as old Sagan was over ready to call
hor, hid gained a little bit of information
they would give their ears to possess, but
she would keop it and use it at her lelsure
Meanwhile she must strike while the {ron
of old Counsellor's nature was yet hot.

“But the occasion will arise, belleve mel

Perhape soon at Sagan!’' As she spoke sha
started violently, and her face turned white
as Count Sagan stood before them.
“Do you feel inciined for a hand at whist,
Counsellor?* he asked, abruptly, with a
wrathful, questioning glance at his wife.
*Tlas my wife been boring you with her
chatter?”

“On the contrary, Major Counsellor has
promised to joln us at the castle next
week,”” exclalmed his wife.

Sagan's bloodshot eyes darkened. He had
the gulle of a plotter, but lacked something
of tha self-control. Counsellor, who ap-
pearod to be walching the dancers, turned
upon this and added:

idea of

-

white eye-

answared the

“And 1 have bheen thanking Mme, de
Bagan for the invitation."”

“Ah, T knew you wouldn't come! Wall,
vou will lose  nothing. Wa shall

have a houseful of fools,' Interrupted the
count roughly.

1 have already accepted and will with
your permisslon, count, be one of the fools,"
replied Counsellor, genially.

The countess understood she had in some
way put her doot in It, but as the men
wialked away together she nodded com-
placently to ‘herself, with the words, I
know what I know!"

The tide of dancers still swept backward
and forward as Mme. de Sagan idly ob-
gerved them, until her glance chanced to
fall upon the opposite couple at the further
end of the saloon. Something In Valerie's
air fixed her wandering attention at once
with a litlle shock. What was Rallywood
saying to her? And where was Anthony
Unziar? The Countess Isolde had to the full
the all-devouring wvanity of her type, but
now, for once In her lfe, she felt desirous
of forwarding a love affair that was not
ber own.

“You are going to BSagan, of course?"”
Valerie had eald to her partner, as they
stond together.

“1 think not.” Ralywood replied.

T thought you would be sure to be in at-
tendance''—she glanced carelessly toward
the dals, whers the eountess wns at that
moment laying her fan on Counsellor's knea
—‘as usunl."

“No, Unziar & the lucky man,” Rally-
wood answered, without significance in his
tane.

“Nonsense! Anthony is her cousin!'’ sald
the girl lmpatiently.

Rallywood's gray eves were on her face,

“Whose cousin? What do you mean?"’ he
asked, innocently.

Valerie bit her lip. She hated this Eng-
lishman. Of all her acquaintances he alone,
In his blundering way, was able to put her,
somehow, at o disadvantage.

“When the duke goes to Sagan,” she sald,
without noticing his question, ‘‘the count
has the privilege, as colonel-In-chief of the

guard, of inviting any two officers he
pleases to act with the escort. 8o we shall
soe."’

1 wonder,” sald Rallywood, after a pauss,
"where you get your impressions,
mademoiselle?"

1 see—like other people. We all form our
Judgments on what we see and—know!'

“What do you know, for instance?™

"1 heard of you when you were at
Ford, near the castle of Sagan,”
awered,

Rallywood was only human, and, how-
ever moderately he may have returped Mme,
Boagan's preference, he was fully aware of ita
existence. In those days on the frontler he
had, rather from fastidiousness than
principle, perhaps, avolded her apd her in-
vitations whenever possible, But that was
one thing, It was another to hear the muatter

Kofn
she an-

coolly alluded to by the girl beslde him.
Involuntarily he drew & little away from
her. His notlons were founded less on

actual knowledge and experience of women
—for of that he had little—than gathered
from that ldealized verslon of the sex with
which the right-minded male animal is
usually furnished by his own mentul wand
emotional proceeses, 8o far hils Intercourse
with Isolde of Bagan had been limited to
certain sentimenta) passagess the initiative
lay with the woman, but Rallywood had
once or twice been distinetly wrought upon
by the appeals to his sympathy and pity,
Now, however, looked at from a fresh
standpoint, the one, in fact, from which|
Valerie viewed it, the subject becams sud- |
denly repellent, and he slid away from llml
discussion

“You are glad to come to SBagan?' por-
sisted his companion; “say you are glad.”

“I've never been more glad of anything in
my 1ife!™ Rallywood replied with truth, and
then, his good angel rather than his mother
wit coming to his rescue, he got away (rom
the dancing saloon, and found Counseflor st
the entrance preparing to leave.

“I'1l walk round with you, major," he
proposed.

“I'm mnot going your way,"” replied
Coungellor “Besldes, 1 wish to drive

Hullo, you have got hold of my gloves!" and
snatching at the gloves—which happened to
he Rallywood's—he thrust his own into the
young man's band, saying In a low volce as
he did s "“Be on the Cloister bridge io
half an hour. Good-night!

AL the appointed time Rallywood, having
replaced his military great-coat by ons less
remarkable, was waiting on the bridge, when
he was accosied by a hunchbacked fellow

A rough English "Good night” as he passed
Presantly Rallywood fnllows]l him.  unei)
T‘IP‘} Came Hul Into AR opén Couniry
whers the biting tsa met them full face

“This tsa Iz deadly! Quiak! What is 1t
you have t tell me!” said Counsellor's
rolea

Rallywood answerad In a faw rapid sen-
tences,

Yes, 1 fanclied something of the kind was
Mun What an lnestimable blessing It is
that such womeén as the Counteas Bagan
exiat to esatisfy diplomatic curlosity We
must And oul the precisa limits of the Ger-
man game at the castle of Sagan. It |a
Jlucky for you, John, my eson, that your

duty as a Maasaun soldier to the Maasaun
nation and as an Eoglishman to your own
run in this Instance on the sume lines."

"Thoey alwnys will,"'

"Dan't be too sure of that! There may
come A day when your publie and your
private horor will stand face to face, hope-
lesely lrreconcilable. What then?

“"“When anything =0 extremely awkward
comes to pass | suppose I shall have to
make up my mind on the subject,' replied
Rallywood with a lazy yawn, “In the mean-
time it is too much trouble. Just at pres-
ent my part Is slmple and 1 look for the
game to turn in our favor.'

Cloupsellor stood still, as If In considera-
tlhon, for a minute,

“The stake may seem to be a small one—
Jugt this ueeless scrap of country,” he said
at length, “but the issues are far-reaching

road |

it my daughter goes'' Von Eimur shot a

glanees at his companion

"To repeal my own wordas—we do fot
1prn:rr-.ll!l, my dear Eslpdorf’

Ho T Women finesse It thess affalrs
| Valerie follows the cumom of her asx, and

i porhaps she has become a little apoiled by

In\'!-nu-mh admiration, Were she aware of
| ¥our- wishes, It would solve many of itbe
| present doubis,

It takes two to make that
of bargnin,” said Elmur, wiith

pspecial kind
A turiowvs

smile, “one to ask, the other to grant 1
am prepared to ask when T am assured that
| my request will be favorably recelved. An
ambassador |8 ssteemed In just tha same
| degree ns the country he represents 1t
his country triumphlis, he triumphs al=o,"
"Insthis chee | might point out  that

yvour personsil gtecess." the chancellor said
alrily, “would bin the best, shill 1 sy the
only possible, preliminary to the success of
the mission with which his Imperinl mujesiy
has charged you."

Elmur drew in hia lips slightly. Val-
erie, ne the Baroness von Elmur, was to bhe

her father's guaranty for the future! Al-
thoughh Eimur's deslres lay In the erame
direction, Selpdorf's Tnsistence was most

unpalatable to the German minlster
“1 am ready to lay myself at mademalselle's
feet,” he said aloud, "but there |8 always
the pleturesque young captain of the guard,”
“Unziar? I can positively reasaure your
excollency on that point'

and therefore all Burope Is taking a hand in
the game. How will it end? I don't know.
The fates shuffle and men handle the cards,
but God cuts! Thirty years' experience has
taught me that, 1 didn’t belleve it once—
1 'do now."

CHAPTER VITL,

A Quention of the Guanard,

The really great sirategist is not the man
who loves an intricate plot, His method
is skmple—he eliminates.

On a certadn cold morning, when the sun
shone pinkly through a sea haze over the
glttering roofs of Revonde, & review of the
guard, and of a Tew reglments that hap-
pened to be stationed within a short dis-
tance of the capital, was 1o be held, in
honor of the duke’s birthday, on the spa-
clous parade ground of the guard, which
occupled the whole of a amall plateau lying
high hetween the beetling hills behind the
barraocks.

Buron von Elmur paid an early visit to
the chancellor on his way to the review, and
found M. Selpdorf, though brisk and urbane
as ever, a little difficult.

“We do not progress, monsleur,” Elmur
was saying,

“What would you, my dear baron? Wa
have s0 many obstacles In our path,” an-
swored the other, shrugglng hls shoulders
good-humoredly.

Blmur leaned hig elbow on the table,

“1 know that delay can conduce to no
good end,” he sald, “You have agreed that
% cortaln course is desirable no less for
your country than mine."

“Have I agreed to that proposition? Not
altogether! Remember, 1 cannot bes ex-
pectod to see with Germian eyes,”

“Hven to the most patriotic Maasiaun 1t
must ba evident that sooner or later the
state must full to us, It I8 merely a ques-
tion of time."

“The thne has already been long,” sald
the chancellor, softly.

‘“For an excellent reason; because wa
have not always been, as now, & huge bulk.
The bulk of the new emplire must by force
of gravitation attract all the smaller bhodies
round it to itself, It 18 by & miracle only
that Mapasau has stood alone o long."

“And by another miracle she might go on
standing alone & little longer."

“This 18 pnot the age of
friend!"

1 remember also something which your
axcollency forgeis,'” sald Belpdorf, with a
touch of sadness in hls volce, “that there
have been Selpdorfs helping In this miracle
of the Independence of Maasau for genera-
tlons."

Blmur aliered his attliude with open im-
patience,

“You are a far-sighted patriot, mon-
slour, 1t is mneedless to Tepeat that if
Maasau joins the confederation of the em-
pire by her own act she will do so on very
different torms to any which could pos-
sibly be conceded to & atate that had forced
upon us the unpleasant neﬂpahy of
coercion. Remember Frankfurt! BShe pald
tor her obstinscy. Whereas we are pre-
pared to deal generously toward those who
enst in their lot with ours Besldes,” he
added significaptly, "I am urging you 1o
consult not only the ipterests of Maasau,

ut your own also."
b"'n;u-y irs the same, and it is difficult
to know where our true interest lles," sald
Selpdorf, thoughttully. *“Do you go Lo the
castle of Sagan next week?'

The abrupt change of subject seemed to
have iz eflect upon Elmur He turped
away from the table, crossed his legs and
1t 1; cigarette in a leisurgly manner before
he answercd

“Yos, apd you, monsieur®’

miracles, my

in & shabby Mussaun sheepskin, who dropped

“] have no inclination for these gayolies;

“HE TURNED AWAY FROM THE 1T ABLE. CROSSED HIS LEGS AND LIT A CIGARETE IN A LEISURELY MANNER."

would have bheen 15 allenate England at
the convenient moment |

A1) that might have been trun''—Bimur
shruered his shoulders; “uninekily we must

face things as they aotually are’ |

“"Ryvenn now Rallywood has his uses The |
gtiard 18 compased of the Nower of our no-
bility—they are not to bhe tempied. At leant |
that s my opinion, althovweh 1 believe
Count Sagan holds differently But this
Rallswood s A soldior of fortune, & mers-
CENATY. Yoh percelve?

Elmur #ttroked his ¢hin dublously |

"I Am very much afrald he belongs to |
the wrong bhreed However, 1 would wish
to polint out that it will ba essentinl to
Carry through this, malter aqulickly, |
it the duke oan e persunded 0]
accept the scheme of reversion, the

whole arfangement would bhe completed be.
fore the world was the wiser.,”

"It e the simplest plan, and therefore the |
best. But what will England say ? Counsellor
Is here, that In Iteelf speaks,

“Neither England nor the good Counselior
can touch an accomplished fact, As they
say In thelr own fdiom: ‘Possexsion is fine
parts of the law." It remalns with us m‘

mike the fact.™

Selpdor! rose.

“Your excellency will axcuss ma, It is
time to start for the palace. Today his high-
ness, the duke, holds 4 review of the guard,
I will if posaible sound him on the subject
which Interests us both. ®hould that fail,

“Unziar? No!
wood."

““Rallywood?"" siid the chancellor in very
real surprise, "'what of him?7"

“Nothing, beyond the fact that he has an
aptitude for challenging fate. Such men
dazzle the eves, and are consequently apt
to be dangerous. Why has he been placed
in the guard?"

“I placed him there to serve our mutual
convenlence,"” replled Selpdorf. *“He js8 an
Englishiman, with his full share of English
intolerance and courage. On the other
hand, the guard resent the Intrusion of for-
eigners, neither are they—mild-mannered.”

Elmur considered,

‘““The chances were in favor of trouble cer-
tainly. Had there been trouble Rallywood
might have disposed of some of our chief
diMeulties for us,'" he remarked, with a
cynical smile,

“*He n.lght algo bave been disposed of him-
self,”” sald Selpdorf, “and he is the one
human belng for whom the good Counsellor
has the slightest regard. In polities it is
necessary to conslder the pereonal equation.
To touch Counsellor in his weakest point

The Englishman—Rally-

we must eonsider the alternative gcheme."
Half an hour later the two men met again
as they dismounted In the court yard of the

palace. They approached each other
courteously.

“There stands the real obstacles to our
success,” sald Elmur io & low tone,

Selpdort folMowed the German minister's
glance, Standing there, in the firelight ot
the guard room, was the tall figure of
Anthony Unziar, waiting with haughty stiff-
ness for the appearance of the duke.

“His highness, gentlemen, the Maasaun
guard,” went on Elmur with a bltter sneer,

‘‘the Impersonation of an arrogant mill-
tarism!""
“Seven—to be counted with,' corrected

Selpdorf gently. “The other, the eighth—"

“"Has the initial fault of nationality, How-
ever, he goes to Sagan.”

The mist cleared as the sun rose higher,
until by noon the sky was of a pale radiant
blue, liced with i delicate broid-
ery of white wind-scattered clouds. Leook-
ing westward the dark river wound away to
the #ea, ringed here and there by the highly
decorated bridges of light-toned granite

peculiar to Maasan Ravonds, in the sun 'r.-,-—' Ha hankerz after Maasan, bt re-
shine, shone in the volors of & mosk-Erown | member my consin Engiand e bhas
stone, gray and green, the twin ehdges on | claims which canant bhe overridder
which [t stood fretted and embossed to thelr Qelpdort remlned reapecifully silent for
summits with the palaces and plonacles, A short time, revolving the vxiremely im
the spirea and towern and gardens of the  portant sady fon with regard to the second
spreading coity. The grand duke, as they | ¢lalmant to the heritage of the duchy, which
rounded the mounting road to the parade | the duke (8 his exclien !
ground, looked back upon Revonde with a e fOret and sim i |
lingering glance. Selpder!, who was sealed ' the duke 1o enter Into an
opposite to him., had been replyving to hid | with German to the effect that she should
grumbling questions as to the condition of [ enjoy the reversjon Mansan in exchange
tha roval exchequer with a depressing ad for the pavment of a secured annujly, Was
count of the hopelessnes sof the situatlon painly Wopele 1 voremalned to put
“Revonde 18 / jewel after alll™ sald the | {4 tmin the second scheme, which contalned
duke suddeniy “noJewel ean always be | plements of Infinitely gren CAnEeT
morigagod, Selpdoctf” | Human noature (2 nplex thing, yet
Selpdorf admitied that thiz was true and | ek man's attitude of mind toward himselt
also hinted that the Jewel had been nsirdl | g ofien only an extenslon of h allitude
in oie way or another pretly freely 10 of mind toward his nelghbot
rnise tha rovenues for a good many ¥ears What the chancellot il to himselr to
without giving much In the way of &) whitewash his conduct In his own eves, who
quid pre quo, beyond the vague hopes a0 | san toll® The dike, old viessodden repro-
alry promises which pladged the Mansnun  pato a8 he wax, hid that ene remnant of
govaernmont to little or nothing But now manhood 1eft, n determianntion to fate the
he cxplained, the powers were growing | jaet and most abeolute contingency of lite
weary of so unprofitable a speculatlon and | woiher than sell bis countey
wora Inclined to expect some definite re« Pertinps Belpdort used that most gullty
turn for thelr asslstance of all exeuses—If 1 dov not put ‘my Wand to
The duke ligtened moodily, 1ying back  qp(a thing some one elge witl, Mpasau must
on his cushions, o thin-legged, paunchy | sooner or later th some lrger power,
figure, whose festures had Joxt thelr shapely May not 1 profit by It as well as another?
mold under the touch of dissipition The 1M he set Ws house of excuse upon the
nose hung long and feshy between the mnd of & corthln Bliter wElting® 1 %1
pouched &kin of the cheekbones, the eyves persiade thom,” sald Suthn I will maka
showed a tell-tnle slackness in the under them two |dols, which they shall eall honor
evelld, where It merged into the loose

wrinklen below. The lower part of the face
was covered by a long but sparse mustache
through which at times could be discerned
that terrrible protrusion of the upper 1ip
that seoms the herald of senility Yt
Gustave, grand duke of Maasau, was only
that day celebrating the completion of his |
b7th rzar.

When the ecarringe altained the level of
the plateauy the main road curved away In-
land to the right, while upon the left hand,
under the wal? of encircling brown eliffs, a
smnll brigade of all Arma was assembled to
do honor to thelr ruler. Through a cut in
the hills, far away, but seemingly nearer on
that windy morning, could be seen a blue open |
bay, blown into the “innumerable laughter
of the gea.” The air, the whole scene, ‘was
insplring, but the duke looked heavily on as
the troops depfoyed and turned, their arms
glitterlng In the sunlight.

First in order ¢came a couple of squadrons
of the frontier cavalry, with their black
sheepeking hanging behind them; then In-
fantry, followed by two batteries of artillery
divided by some more cavalry, and, after a
distinet interval, the guard,

The llttle army was perfect in equipment
and finish, and their uniforms were bril-
liant and picturesque, but the duke started
out upon the amphitheater of the 1mr.uin]
ground with disaatisfactlon and ennui.
Money, he wanted money, and the less the
chaneellor could encourage him to hope for
it the more he desired to have it, by hook or
by crook.

The grand marshal of Maasau having heen
dismissed from the side of the royal carrigge
with a few curt words, the duke spoke again
in a low tone to Selpdorf.

“Then you wish me to_ understand that
there is nmo more to he got out of anybody.
I know better than that. England, Germany
and Russia are waiting to outbld each other.”

“That is true, sire; but they will not deal
on the old terms.”

The guard, with scattered pennons fiving,
were drawn up at the lower end of the parade
ground. The chief effect of the day was
about to take place—the charge of the guard.

“T am now of an age,” remarked the duke
peovishly, "when my birthdays have ceased
to ho a cause for congratulation. This re-
view Is an anachronism. In my father's time
1 rode at the head of the guard, and led a
charge on the day I was 18. Pish! I have
grown wiser, and know how to enjoy life!
after a more rational fashion. o return to
our other subject—What do they want?"

Selpdorf smiled, and passed his fingers
upwards over the erect corners of his mous-
tache,

“For example, there is a power that might
pay @ heavy anoual sum if your highness
would consent to disband your guard!" he
sald, with a tentative smile.

The slack fallen lines of the duke's visage
grow suddenly tense. His eyes brightened
as the tossing mass in green and gold swept
down toward them in a thunder of hoois,
and the long-drawn shout of "Maasauu,”
with which the guard bave charged home
on &0 many & battlefield.

As the splendid ranks of Thorsemen
crashed past under a flashing play of ea-
luting swords, the duke pulled himself erect
in his carrlage and ralsed his gloved hand
in acknowledgment with a strong fling of
enthusiasm that recalled to men present
other and bhetter days.

and fdelity, and a law which shall be called
passive obedlonce. And they shall worship
these jdela!" 1f hopor, fidellty and obedi-

where, then, are the true gods?
(To be Continud.)

enee be [dols

For Iind complexions,

| rodness and roughness of the skin, yollow,

ofly, mothy skin, red, rough hands and

| shapeless nalls dey, thin falling hair, dand-
,ruft

and drrltated scalps and simpla baby
hlemishes, Cutlicura Sonp Is truly wonderful.
Hecawse of Its delicate emollent properties
derived from Cutlourn, the great skin cure
and purest emolients, {t I8 the most soothing,
cooling and purifying applleation for gam-
mer rashes, tan, sunburn, chafings, inflams-
mutions undue or offensive persperation and
many other sanative usges, 8 well as the
purest and swectest of (oilet bath and
nursery soaps,

orrT o Tne

*ofice nost New York $11.707.008 n »ear.
Uncle Sam has 430,000,000 acpes of forest.

Indin imported 2,853,298 gallong of beer in
1808,

ORMDINARY,

More herrlngs are eaten than any other
Kind of fisin,
The new stables of the emperor of Ger-

many are to cost about $2,000,000

Till recently the employment of electrieity
in any shape or form in Constantinople was
strivtly forbidden, Incredible as iU may ap-
pear, the sultan najvedy imagined that a dy-
namo must have somothing to do with the
manufnciure of dynimite,

1t has been found in Nowx York that for
overy 1,000 births children bear the com-
moner names In this ratlo: Mary 68, Wil-
Ham 66, John 62, HElisa 61, Thomds 3I4,
George 6, Sarnh 36, Anne 33, James 31,
Charles 23, Henry 21, Allce 10, Juseph 1B,
Samuel 17, Helen 10,

The horsehalr used in makipng violin and
other similar bows ‘s lmported from Ger-
miny. A Hank of the best white bidr can ba
bought for 20 cents; it might cost 20 cents
more to have it put into 2 bow, To rapair a
biass viol bow costg more, tha bulk of hair
requived being greaser,

Few «f the million passengers or mora
who make their dajly journey in a Loodon
'bus or sireet car know that  the horses
which draw them are neaply alwavas Ameri-
can oy Canadian. “Great Brita the ““horol-
est” country in the world, buys more than
20,000 horses from the Unlted States every
year,

Thoe New York Drugglsts' League for
Shorter Hours s distributing eards contain-
tng a Hst of “sanitary drug stores” In Man-
battan and Brooklyn, and wlso the league's
definition of a “drug store sweathouse.” [t
describes sanitary drug stores as “‘not sell-
ing lguor to their customers, opintes to drug
flends, poison to would-be sulcldes, dis-
guised intoxicants to the unwary, cigarettes
to boys or adulterated candy to children."

The first interment in the new dog ceme-
tery recently opened in Paris bas just taken
place 1o the dedight and financial botterment
of all the space writers on the I'aris papers.
The corpse was lald out on n sofa In a coflin
@t the house of its mistress and all its 1iving
comrades gathered around (. The mourning
was opencd somewhat suddenly by a liitle
terrier which get up a doleful howl in which
the remaining peds jolned. Then the line
of march was taken up to the cemetery,

The crowds of people who are visiting the
stranded steamship Paris—some of them
coming from distant points in England and
Frynce—are so great that the sallors and
fishermen of the Cornwall const are getting
rich. Bleyellsts to the number of 1,000
reached St. Martin on a recent SBunday and
hotel keepers and restaurant proprietors ara

Selpdorf’s brow lost Its round smoothness
for & short moment, but cleared again be- |
fora the duke dropped biack with a l{l'o-mf
into his seat.

“Disband the guard? What traltor sug- |
goested that? May the guard shoot me first!
I'd rather rot of starvation than econsont to
it! For with the guard is bound up lhui
freedom of Maasau!"

Presently he turned upon the chancellor
with & glooming and suspicious gaze. I

""Has Sagan becn tampering with you?'
he asked, with a sneer, If he tempted |
you now It would only be Lo betray you |

1]
\

| esl words,

also reaping a harvest, One fisherman madae
20 in a single day by taklng passengers
around the wreck at 62 cents a head.

Bugens Bruzee of Geneve, N. Y., who was
struck on the slde of the head by a fulling
timber liust Aoril and appeared at the time
to have escaped serlous lojury, has been los.
ing his memory ever since until he had
fioelly forgolten his name and the common -
Then he lost the power of gpeech
and his right slde became paralyzed. All
this has now been remedied by an operation
on the skull. The patient's memory and
power of speech have returned to him and
he Is making rapld progress to a complete
recovery.

gently.

THE TABLET

Pleasant, palatable, potent.

use of violent purges. The only |
is the ideal laxative and intestina

CABCARETS are absolutely harmiess, a purely vegetable compound,
cure ¢very disorder of the Stomach, Liver and Intestines. They mot only cure constipation, but correct Any and every
Taste good, do good. Newver sicken, weaken or gripe. Be sure you get the geouioe !

to-day, and if not pleased in every tespect, get your money back! Write us for booklet and free sample |
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ANNUAL SALES
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volce—Worcester Gacette,

children arealwaysdelighted when I give them
8 portion of & tablet, and cry for more, They

The urcl_a?ter-' an-d_hiu friend the
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r be without CASCARETS.

My

pleasant medicine I have cver
bave found a permenent pisce lo
Mns. JoAN FLAGEL,
Pox 630, Michigan Clty, Ind.
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» 5,000,000 BOXES.

Beware of imitations and subs

Address STERLING REMEDY COMPANY,

ood For Little Folks

Children are particularly liable to bowel troubles in the summer time. The best
preventive of summer complaint, diarrhoea, dysentery, is to keep the bowels open
The delicate tissues of a child’s intestines should never be abused by the
iver and bowel regulator fit to be used by children

| tonic, CASCARETS Candy Cathartic.

I0c.
25¢c, 50c.

DRUGGISTS

No mercurial or other mineral pill-poisen in Cascarets. Cascarets promptly, effectively and permanently
form of irregularity of the bowels, including diarrhos and dysentery.

titutes | Buy a box ol CABCARETS
CHICAGO or NEW YORE.




