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Synopais of Preceding Chapters,

Maasat Is a Nitle duteby in Europe which
has thus far malotalned ita Independence be-
cauge of Lhe jealousies of the large coun-
tries, Internstionnl Affalrs are now, how-
ever, at a critical stage, and the Hitie slate
rooms about to bhe awallowed up. Cermany
is represented at Hevonde, the capliol, hy
onn of her shrowdest statesmen, Baron vYon
England's Influgnce Is felt 1o bo
, and the presence of Major Counsellor
means much, It was through Counsellor
that John Hallywood, a fellow countryman,
had sorved seven fears in the Maasau fron-
tier cavalry. Rallywood Is about to resign
hin commission when Selpdorf, the chan-
eellor and “‘man of the hour,"” sends for him
and maken him a Gentleman of the Guard,
During the visit to the palace Hallywood
meets Von Elmur and Valerle S8elpdort,, the
chancellor's daughter.

18m, by Doubleday & Moe
Clure Company.)

{Copyright,

CHAPTER 11L
The Gentlemen of the Guard,
Moembers of great families frequently re-
gard themsalves as submerged Individuall-
ties, They wilfully eink all {dentity of thelr
own in the traditions handed down to them,
and live as mere represontatives of o line
which bears (n common a noble name. This

to sen Inmermann; they had not been able
to move him, yYou know.™

“Well*™ urged all thres volees At once,

“Insermasn’'s dead. He dled Iast night at
dinner time."

The men's oyex ghot for a second at In-
mormann'y empty phee, which he was never
to cecupy again,

“Ah, I told him that scooping pass of
his was n mistake,” commented Adiron.
“And the worst of It i that his death
breaks the line of the Xanthal Insermanns.
Poor old Insermann! he was the last of a
good etock, and I, for one, don't like new
blood, What have you to say about that
pnge now, Colendorp? I1f I am nol mistaken,
you defended 1t

“Insermunn wis by three Inches too tall,"”
replied the Individual addresséd. “For a
short man one would he hard put to it to
dikcover n more useful—Hullo!"

The folding doors had been flung open
with a crash and a man of 060 or there-
abouts, dressed In the gorgeous groen and
gold of the guard, strode in tempestuonsly.
Ha was short and heavily bullt, with A
wenther-red face and a coamse, overhanging
mustnohe, which gave him rather the ex-
pression of an angry walrus, So angry, in-
deed, was he that hls words came volleying
out Inartioulately. In his hand he held a

“1 bave 1ai4 the alternative before
gontiemen;,'”' he sald: “the cards or
dice.”

s,

the

This was the story that rose (n the minds him.

of the men round the mess table, and a
minute later they joined In A simultaneous
shout of laughter. Adiron's blg face was
flushed as he called for a speclal brand of
ebnmpngns whoreln to drink the colonel's
health,

"“He's magnificent—the old mgn!*" he gald
when he could speak, Lot him alope, He's
equal to any mortal occaslon! He reminds
mo of the day when hin Imperial majesty
over the border complimented him on the
appearance of the guard, saying he should
foel proud to number us among the regl
monts of the Gerinan army. ‘And I cin
assurs your majesty that the feeling of ad-
miration I8 entirely roclprocal,” eays  the
C. 0. "We should be happy to Incorporate
your army In ours!' **

The men biad heard the story often be-
fore, but It was greeted with all the relish
of novelty, a quality which lives eterpally
in any anecdole that tells ou one's own slde.

Before the laughter had subsided another
man _entersd the room, He was, perhapns,
nearer 30 than 20, and the face under hia
dull, colorless halr was singularly pale, but
there was promise of great sirength in the
long, angular body,

“My congvatulations, Ungziar."”
turned to the newcomer.

Colendorp

to tha Continental on his arriml in Re
vonde
Hero presently Counsellor dropped In npon
Rallywood was in his dressing room
transforming himeesl? as 1 Iy ae possidbie

Into the Nkeness of an Englieh gamekeoper!
for n magniflcent festivity ia the shape of
A masked ball was about to take place at the
All the world had beon iovited, and
eould go were go-
own drasm or pur-
as the case might e

palaca,

a8 many
Ing, each with hils or her
poso,

i the world as

Major Counsellor sat  and  sirveyved his
friend, occuslonnlly offering ruggestions end

remarks
| "Are you mware that the guard of Mia-
sau never condegeends to show ftself In

| Revinds in any costume but its own blax

| ing uniform? [ see you have your edition
of it Iying on thelr dhair over there. Why
ure you not conforming with s amiable

peculinrities

Rallywood had his back to Counsgelloe At
the moment.

80 1 Have heard, but 1 do not joln untll
tomorrow,” he replled in an expressionless
volce,
“And your quiriers in the palace?
atout them?"

“1 shall also have the rooms Lomorrow."
Then he whoeled around and his eyes 1t on
his companion, "Hullo! 1 didn't notice you
before, Is that your notlon of the gentle
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ombankment of the river, along which 'hﬂv}
passed for some distance before reaching
the courtyard of the palace

The great entrancs ball was U1 full of
artivals, while up the wide central sialreaso
masks and dominos in a changing
kaleldoscope of form and color. Bager hoads
thrust this way and that, pleturesque fig-
ures groliping and greeting, cavallers of all
periods, maldens of all natlons, monks, bar
tarians, carditals, queens and clowns—
sometimean the wisest head under the most
foolish eaps-~—~while hera and there & fow fa-
vored paper folk made desultory notes and
sketchue

The palnted celling sirotching overhead
Is one of the triumpha of renaissanco art
The identity of the master hand who
wchieved that marvelous work has heen a
mool polnt Ian art clreles for a couple of
centuries or thereabouts, and quite a library
on the aubject axista. The Maasauns are very
proud of their celllng, prouder siill of the
controversy which has raged and continues
to rage around |t

M, Selpdorf, as representing hls master,
stood at the head of the staircase and re-
celved the guesia with a good deal more
polltenees and discrimination than the duke
himaell might have shown, for that person-
age was sald to have an awkward habit of
turning his back upon those whom he hap-
pened to dislike.

Mnjor Counsellor was grested with effu-
glon; Rallywood with ralsed evebrows and a
slight reserve,

“1 had hoped to welcome the new capialn
of the guard this evening,” Solpdort sald in
a low volee, and with a significant glance at
Rallywood's velveteens,

“I have not yet jolned, your excellency.
Tomorrow 1 hope to have that honor,'” re-
turned Rallywood and passed on Into the
gullery beyond., 'This gallery, opening irunl{
the head of the stalrcase, ran round the
great saloon, which eerved the purpose of a
ballroom, and many of the guests wore
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principle, which has something to recom- | crymnled sheet of parchment. . o —— BB itions, Colora: clonr, Erecs
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nary senge of the term. There were nine
of them-—a colonel-In.chief, whose position
became honorary after his elevation to that
rank; a colonel, upon whom devolved the
active command; a scoond In comand, whoso

title of over-caplaln may be translated
major; three caplalns, and as many sub-
alterns, And every Individual wos drawn

from the moblost blood In the country.

Thus It will be seen that Rallywood was
ahout to enter the best company In Revonde,

On o lofty clif above the gorge from
which the Kofn {ssues to curve round the
palace gardens, and exposed to the four
winda of heaven, stands an Imposing square
block of gray bulldings, ‘These contaln the
peérmanent quarters of the guard. One
wholo side of the courtyard within s taken
up by the domed mess room, with its neces-
pary adjuncts and offces,

Hera on the day following Rallywood's
interview with Salpdorf, three men lounged
over thelr lunch. Any one of them, had he
cared to take the regimental rolle from their
Mbrass-bound coffer im the ante-room, could
have read his own name repeating Itself
down the columns s generation after gen-
eration lived through its identleal life n
the gamne surroundings, and died, most of
them golng to the devil with a fine Inher-
fted pride and even gracefully,

Nearly every man who had crossed the
page of the Maasaun annals had dined in
that historic room, and each one of the
men who now held the right to dine theve
had a hereditary intereat, and In many
casca a hereditary characteristle to main-
tain. There was old walrus-faced Wallen-
Joup; the thin, dark, reckless Colendorp;
Adlron, whose great bulk behind a calvary
gword was n sight for the gods, and so on,
the three lleutenants following closely in
tho footsteps of the thres lleutenants who
tad been before them; men who went to
the rendezvous of o duel In all comfort,
affecting to be {ofinltely more afrald of
catching cold than of belng killed; men
who kissed the wife and dispatched the hus-
band with equal skill and as little noise as
might be; men who were feared by a tough,
swaggering, rancorous soldlery, whom they
only knew through the hard-faced ser-
geants; men, in fact, who lived out their
debonale, pleturesquely evil lives to the
eatisfaction of themselves and of few
others.

On this oceasion Colonel Wallenloup, the
commandant, was not pregent, Of him it was
told that while still a leutenant he had
been offercd, as o reward for servicea ren-
gired to the erown, the command of any
Maasaun regiment he might choose to se-
fect, and he had replied that he would
rather be a lleutenant of the gusrd than a
field marshal elsewhere. And so ho re-
malined to flavor the mess with his some-
what blood-and-Iron jokes. The messroom
waos a spaclous hall, aRnd thougti only three
men sut at table the place seemed full of
life and color from the black polished floor-
ing to the carved and vaulted celling, from
which hung in tattered folds the old ban-
ners of the reglment. Red hangings partially
draped the dark walls, and over all from
the stained dome the light fell in rich tones
of color, while through the talk of the men
ran the one welrd sound that never ceased
mhout these walls, the whimpering of the
wind,

Suddenly the door opened and a young
man, small and thin, with a faint down
wpon his upper lip, entered qulckly,

“Unzlar has wen!" he cried.

“Won what?" ssked Adirop, the senlor
man present, as he pourned out another
glass of wine.

“Won his second match agalnst Aben-
feldt with seven to spare.”

Adiren  stretched  his legs and  leaned
back; hls figure was well adapted for lean-
dng back.

“My geod Adolf, explin yourself.'

“Hadn't you heard of it? Why, they ar-

ranged It last night at Countess Ba-
gan's."
“Abenfeldt fapcies himself as a shot,

but he forgot he had to do with Unzlar,”
Inughed Captaln Adiron.

“Abenfeldt bet that he could shoot more
ewallows in half an hour before breakfast
than any man |p Revinde. That was in
Beptember, you know, and Unziar took him
up—with service revolvers—and shot fifteen,
winning easily., Abeufeldt can't get over it
mnd challenged him to a shooting match
sgnin last nlght, 1T say,” Adolf broke off
and his face altered; ha thrust out a little
foot and surveyed the spurred boot that
covered it critically. “I've just ridden back
from Brale, That new charger of mine
bolted down the hill by the paling. [ went

PILES
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broke, his volee falled him, and he sent the
paper fluttering from his hand across the
silver and glasa till little Adolf picked it
up. In another moment Colonel Wallenloup
wis more coherent,

“1 am afraid I must have walked up the
hill rather too quickly," he suald, apologet-
leally, after draluing a great goblet of beer.
“However, it Is not to be denied that M,
Selpdort begins to take toco much upon him-
pelf. The entire adminlstration of the state
Is In his bhands, and yet he |s not satisfled
with that position! No, he alms even
higher; he desires to nominate the officers
of his highness' guard!*’

Every man present had his own peculiar-
ity. The colonel's reputation would not
have stood o high as it actually did hut
for his Insensate temper. Perhaps the an-
eodote told of him that, wwhen dlscussing
the polnt of having been ruled out of ac-
tlon durlng certain army maneuvers he be-
came so enraged that he pursued the um-
pire In question with a wooden tent ham-
mer, had added more to his popularity than
all hla thirty odd years of service and his
Immense genlus for fortification.

Some of the continental armles are al-
ways marking time and they do not priza
the mcst the man who marks time best,
but the man who can bring eosme humor
or touch of romance Into the dullness of
routine, and they prefer the humor to be
led up to by the winding road of eccens
tricity. It was never dull with the guard,
They possessed officers who kept thelr world
on the move,

“Gentlemen,” eald Wallenloup at length,
when his last remark had been received
with approval, “I have the honor to in-
form you that M. Selpdor! has seen fit to
appolnt, vice Captaln Insermann, deceased,
Licutenant John Rallyweod of the Frontier
cavalry."

A sllence followed this announcement.

“"Upon whose recommendation has M. Selp-
dorf taken this step?" {nquired Captaln
Colendorp gravely. :

“Reasons of state—mere reasons of state.
He had the audacity to tell me 80"

“I understood, sir, that you had other
views" sald Adlron.

“Well, yea, we had virtually agreed upon
our cholee, I may say, gentlemen.”

“Certainly, sir. And you made that clear
te the chancellor?”

"1 did so—perfectly clear. I told him In
the most reasonable manner that we wanted
no condemned rabble in the Maasaun guard!
I told him that we had practically decided
on Abenfeldt In case of a vacaney ooccur-
ring. I even went so far as to remind
him that there had been Abenfeldts among
us for four centurles,'

““Ho couldn’t meet that argument!" ex-
claimed Adiron.

““No, he parried it, gracefully, T admit,
He reminded me In turn that there had
been Selpdorfs algo In the guard, and swore
that had he a4 son of his own to nominate |
he must still at this moment have givon
the preference to this Englishman. 1 left |
him to reconsider the matter, however, and |
rode home, to find that already walting for
me in my quarters,"” and he pointed to the
parchment In Adalf's hand. |

Adolf looked up with a smlile.

“He will not foin immedintely, sir, this
Rallywood ?"* he sald, with his gentle llsp.

"Not for a week."

“Then It doesn't really
know." added the young man.

Wallenloup's red-shot eyes gleamed upon
him suddenly,

"As your commanding oMeer, sl he
sald, grimly, “I doen't wunderstand  your
meaning; but—"" and an odd smile filckered
about the savage lins,

“As n private gentleman, colonel—" put
In Colendorp.

“As a private Indlvidual T understand
your meaning very well. But If 1 were
here as your colonel, Lieutenant Adolf, by
heaven, sir, not all the oMcers of the guard,
past or present”—he rose to his feet as he
apolke, and, grasping the hilt of his sword,
glared round upon them—*“should dare to
hint at Insult to a comrade!" nand he drove
the blade home with a clatter Into its scab-
bard, and strode out of the room as he had
come, like a thunderstorm.

The men waited In sllenos until the echo
of his footsteps dled away, and In the mind
of each rose n viyld memory. It hap-
penad, from causes whioh might, In the
cage of the guard of Maasau, be called not-
ural, that the three present lleutenants,
viz.: Unziar, Varanhelm and Adolf, had
Joined on the same traditiops of thelr im-
mediate predecessors, each Instantly agreed
to challenge ecach of the others, the resull
of which would, In all probability, have
been the speedy occurrence of three fresh
vacanciea In the list of oMcers,

Wallenloup heard of this, and sent for the
lloutenants, whom he consldered too valua-
ble to be thus easlly lost,

“Gentlemen,” he sald, I am about to en-
force an old order that expressly forblds
quarrels amongst the members of our corps.
If you want to fight, fight some one else
There are plenty of men who stand badly in
need of belng Killed. Turn yvour attention
to them. But If any trouble should arise
between any two of you, come to me.
Thers has been enough of this kind of scan-
dal about us lately, and, therefore, for the
future we will do the thing quletly with a
pack of cards, or If you prefer it, with dice.
The man who loses ¢an—go. There {8 the
river, or for cholce, his own pistol, You
understand me?""

Varanhelm looked at Unslar, and Unsziar
looked at Adolf, and they smlled.

“I think," sald litthe Adolf, “we might
find othera to brawl with.*

“The river is abominably cold.'
Unziar.

“Aud the sawme dlsh is served for us all,"
concluded Varanhelm.

matter, you

added

Wallenloup laughed.

! guard.

HE ROSE TO HIS FEET AS HE SPOKE, A ND, GRASPING THE HILT OF HIS SWORD, GLJ\R‘I‘BII) ROUND UPON THHM.
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‘“Thanks. By the way, have you heard
of Insermannd Gone out, they tell me”

“Yes. Apd have you heard of the new
appointment ?*
“No, But it's Abenfeldt, of course. The

colonel as good as promlsed him last year."

“Ever heard of Lisutenant Rallywoed of
the frontier?”’ demanded Colendorp, in his
slow way.

“Yex, I do happen to know him. Unziar
looked around In some surprise. “'He was
the frontler fellow who undertook to be
my second at the station when I fought De
Balsas because he lnsisted that our trains
were Inferlor to those in Germany, Rally-
wood—you don't mean to say?"' a slow com-

prehension dawning upon him. “But ji's
imposeible! The fellow's an Englishman.
How c¢ould such a thing be possible? On

the frontler, yes, but not In the guard!™

Colendorp was a silent, reserved maon, dls-
liked by persens who met him easually in
soclety, but to those who inhabited with
him the guarters at the palace he stood as
the impersonation of the grim epirit of the
He drew away from the table and
crossed his legs,

“The idea has at lengih occurred to one
man,” he sald, with a glance on Unziar's
pale face; ‘‘to M, Selpdorf, in fact,”

Unziar looked back at his luterlocutor, his
eyes hardening.

“Of course,'” Bhe sald, bringing out each
word distluctly, "Rallyweed must be got
rid of."

“It will offend M. Selpdorf If his nominee
be Interfered with,” went on Colendorp,

“1 bave already unpdertnken that {lttle
matter,” pul in Adoll engerly.

Thers was an undercurrent of meaning
in all this of which each man present wos
fully aware. Unziar was presumed to have
very strong private reasons to propitiate
rather than to offend the powerful minister,
But this happened to be a typleal instance
in which the Intereste of the corps overroda
thoge of the individual. Moreover the cus-
tom of the guard required the Individual
most concerned to prove his loyalty at such
times.

Colendorf continued to gaze at Unzlar.

“We are much obliged to you, Adalf,'" he
sald courteously; “but in compliment to his
comrides 1 feel sure that Unziar will hardly
wish to allow any other to updertnke thls
srocial matter.”

<Adolf would have spoken again, but Un-
zlar stopped him.

"As a persopal favor, Adolf, leave it to
me,” he sald.

Adiron, who had thus far taken no part
in the discussion, now struck in.

““But remember, Unziar, that you must aoct
with cautlon, For obvious reasops there
must be no apparent design. The dlspute,
whatever It may turn upon, must appear
to come about naturally. Above all it must
not take place here.'

“Precautions from Adiron!™
Colendorp with a thin smile.
becomes serious Indeed!"

“We cannot afford to offend England while
Elmur is at work In this country. She is
@4t this moment our very good friend,” Ad-
Iron obaerved apologetically., “‘There will
be many publle occaslons—at the Palace ball,
for example.”*

“You may trust me to keep up appear-
ances,” sald Unziar, “Then it {8 under-
stood that 1 arrange the affalr of Captain
Rallywood at the Paluce ball i possible,
The matter may safely be left in my bhands,”

Once more the folding doors were thrown
back, and between the crimson portieres ap-
peared the face of Colonel Wallenloup,
charged with & strange expression. He ad-
vanced a step or twe lnto the room, then
turned to Introduce & man behind him,

“Captlaln Rallywood, gentlemen,' he sald.

CHAPTER 1V,
Danger Slgnals,

A week later Rallywood returped from
the frontier to take up hls appointment in
the guard. Advised by a note from Wallen-
loup that his quarters were po yet in readl-
Bess for Mwm &t the palace, he drove direct

remarked
"The aflair

art of masquerade? What are you meant
to be a—sort of Tommy Atkins?"

“I belleved myself to be dizgulsed as an
officer and a gentleman,'” returned Counsel-
lor, rising to give Rallywood the full effect
of his sturdy figure, ciad In the uncompro-
mising scarlet o dear to his country's
heart, *Thia is the uniform of the Thir-
tieth dragoons as worn lu or about the year
of grace 1730."

“Your old regiment?"

Counsellor nodded. *And my grandfath-
er's” adding, *“*“What's the matter with the
dress

“Nothing,” asaid  Hallywood, laughing,
“Perhaps | imagincd on an occaslon of this
kind you might possibly &loop to something
more misleading than thiz blatantly British
get-up,"”

*What were you expecting—a troubadour?
I am satlsfied to appear in my own charac-
ter. Only n proportion of the people wear
masks at this ball; It's an annual affalr, Re-
eldes, s with o purpose is too wearing; ene
must always be on the alert and have the
purpose in view, llke the actor In a slx-
penny theater, who plays up to the gollery
and keeps his eye open for the rotten cgg
of his enemy, The egg may not be thrown,
but he must be ready to dodge it all the
same. And—J have never excelled In dodg-
Ing."”

“Ah! just what the chancellor thinks, He
says he hos an Immense admiration for you
08 the most honest diplomat In Europe,””

“He put himself to the trouble of mentlon-
Ing that fact to you, did he? Then I shall
take the precaution of insuring my FHfe.
Apnything might happen to o man of whom
he has so villalnous an opinlon.”

Rallywood was arromgiong hls gaiters,

“Why? You don't suppose Selpdorf ls go-
Ing to throw the egr? He spoke of you with
absolute affection.”

“My good John, he has already thrown it!
Now I must harrass myegelf to find out the
renson,” eald Counsellor. **You have spollt
my evenlung out. Hefore 1 bhad no purpose;
now you have thrust oue upon me,  You
should have kept your news until tomor-
row.'*

Rallywood msvas getllng himself inte his
velveteon coat with a good deal of unneces-
sary violemee,

“I don't befeve the chancellor |8 so dan-
gerous,” he said, carvlessly, “He Is o oon-
summate aotor, but one kuowa it

“Yed," assgented the major, Goughtfully;
“yet the moment to watch him is the mo=
ment when he acts that he 18 neting. With
us others actite Is troublesome; with him
it 1s bhabltual and a pleasure. However, he
has given you your company; the runk is
substantlal as far ag It goes and at least the
accomnpanying pay is not altogether vislon-
ary.'

“Yes, he's done all that!' Rallywood was
flinging some of his helonglngs buck Into his
portmanteay.

'“*The next
miesion.'”

“He has done that also." Rallywoed ralsed
an expressive foce. "1 am {o reform the
guard!"

Counsellor hurst
na suddenly grow

“They will talie It
to you Is Hkely to be

"“80 1 expoctad. Iyt I went down to the
mess last week and was lutroduced by old
Wallenloun, They swwere very <¢lvil”

“Ah! and slnce you left they have been
clivll and too sllent Louks bad, you know."

“0, that's ull right: 2elpdart told me not
fo be drawn into any shallow quarrels'
Rallywocd answered with a smile,

But the majer dld not take up the smile
The two vertleal Hoes above his fleshy nose
deepened

"It strikes me,

thing will ba to find you a

into a great laugh, but
grave,
kindly!

interesiing.'

Their welcome

my boy,

tadl this

that »ou've gat
| the devii by the time,"" he sald,
I,.:r:uﬂ,v_ as his eyes ralsed for & moment on
| Rallywood ; you kuow how to take care
lof yourself, Heady? We can drive to the
I'palace together. | have s carrlage walting,"

“hut

| The couple procesded downetalrs, bought !

cigareitsrs of the walter and started
In-i:.fl wis howling o Its usual
cadences down the bhroad elrecis.

twanging

The  konew, men from

increasiog | Pulesco, men with

amusing themselves by looking down over
the silk-hung balustrade on the dancers
below,

In the gallery Counsellor paused to say a
word here and there to several persons,
who, like Rallywood and himself, were with-
out masks, but he seemed to have curiously
little facillty In pepetrating disguises,
Presently a burly old man in the glittering
green and gold of the guard disengaged
himself from the curtalns at the back of the
gallery, and nodding a supercillous acknowl-
eldgment of Rallywood's salute, brought his
hand down—-with a rough heartiness on
Counsellor's shoulder,

“Back again In Maasau, Major Counsellor.
I'm glad to see you!" he said with the
laugh in his small eyes marred by a wrinkle
of susplclous cunnlng, an expression which
aeomed startling on what was at first sight
a blg, bluff, sensval face. "“"What good wind
has blown you back among us?"

“Thanks, my lord,” Counsellor turned
with ready response. "I am glad to find
that some of my old {riends, especially
Count Sagan, have not forgotten me,” be

safd simply.

“Wa believed you had forgotten Maasnu.'

“Maasau will not allow herself to be for-
gotten!' Jaughed Counsellor. “She Is &
coquette, and demands conslderation from
all the world."”

Sagan's face changed.

"Yes, a coquette, who trifles with many
admlirers, but who knows how to hold her
cwn against them,'" he replled significantly.
“Who is that?" he added, staring after
Rallywood. *I think I recognize him as an
English lleutenant In the frontler cavalry.”

“He s the same today,' sald Counsellor.

“What?" exclalmed Sagan. *""Why today?
Has he, then, come in for one of your
colosgal fortunes?'*

"Who can say?"' returned Counsellor, "A
fortune or—a colossal migfortune, Ah!
there Is Mme. Aspard. Au revolr, count.”

Counsellor passed on, perfectly well aware
of the heavy meaning attached to the will-

ful lgnoring of Rallywood's appolntment
to the guard by its colonel-ln-chlef., There
was cerfalnly danger ahead,
CHAPTER V.
Good Luek and a Flrefly.
Meanwhlle Rallywood had come to an
anchor beside one of the high embossed

doors of gold and white which led from the
gallery into various Juxurious withdrawing
rooms. As he leaned agalnst the lintel a
volee suddenly said In bis ear, as It seemed;

“My dear lady, why have such seruples?
They are the most detestable things In
1ife and the least profitable. They polson
pleasure even when they do not altogether
deprive us of It. And what does one galn
by them? Absolutely nothing, not so much
as the good oplndon of our friends, who can
never he bronght to hbelleve we posseas
them," sa!d & man In & mocking tone.

A distinetly uncomfortable sensation per.
vaded Rallyweod's mind for the second
which preceded the reply. The volee waa
Baron von Elmur's and there was a note of
admiration in It that he bad reason to be
nequainted with.

A woman laughed, a
laugh, Rallywood, who was stlll held by
the orush against the dcoor, knew It well,
tiut he breathed freely, for it was not the
laugh he had feared to hear.

“Nevertheless, buron, I like seruples; they
are always respectable, and, thersefore, of
use—sometimes,” the lady answered, In »
high, sweet tone.

“Your husband, my Lord Sagan, has not
found them Indispensabla in hils career."”

““But he |s not & woman!" with a =igh

light, provoking
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high military tunies round their throats.
They were masked, and represented various

orlginal characters. More than all were
they astonlshed at being recognlzed Bo
readlly by Rallywood., Ruallywood drew  his

finger ronud his throat hy way of explana-
tion. ‘There was a general langh, and the
men scattered, each to seek lils own par-
ticular pleasure. Rallywood remalned, look-
ing down on the dancers. There was in the
back of his mind some desire to llentify
the woman whoes glove was still In his
possession, He fixed now on one tall
domino, now on another, but withoul satis-
faction. He was discontentedly coming to
the polnt of knowing that he had made n
fresh mistake when he turned his  head
abruptly with a vague eense of belng looked
at and saw a black domino standing for on
instant nlone at the further end of the gal-
lery, Even under the muflling sllken folils
ha fancled he recognized the attltude of
the girl he had met at the chancellor's.

He began at once to make his way through
the orowd in her direction, but when next
he looked she was gone. He descended to
the maloon, where he danced with mora than
one masked woman, His slx feel of stature
marked him out from the shorter Massauns,
and the tall, athletic figure of the game-
keeper, who moved with so much of unex-
peected ease and grace, exclted some stten-
tion.

After nn Interval, as hoe stood back
ggalnat the wall to allow a conple who had
been following him to puss, they drew up
la front of him,

“I  obey you, modemolselle,'
man,

His companion, who wore n black domina,
made a gesture of dismissal, Then ehe
turned to Rallywood, *“You have heen look-
ing for me?" she sald, as her late pariner
moved away.

“Hut upaturally,
Rullywrod,

"“You know who I am?"

“Not In the least. [ eannot even make a
guess, though 1 have heen walting to know
since this day last weel."

"1t would have beon pasy to ask the U e
tlon—of any one,"” gbe sald, with an  od)
Intonation,

"By no means. There are questlons which
cannot be asked-—of becauso the
answor touches elosocy.™ Hallywouod
pulled himsel! up, with a sudden sense of
belng ridiculously In carneat,

And then they were danclng.

#aid  the

mademolselle,'  replied

uny ooe,

Lo

“Yet you are not o stranger In Revonde.
Mme, de Sugan could have anawered yous
question-—had you cared to ask It," the klrl

sald.
“It did not strike me to ask her., I trusted
to the fact that, belieglug to 1he Euard, 1|

must some day have the good fortune to
find you again.'

“You are patlent!"

“No,” replied Rullywood, I am nn!|
patlent, Hut 1 know that ul)) things como
to him who walts., I walt,* !

"“So 1 see—excellently !

“Have | not walted long enough to hear
your name firet from your own Hps?'"

“Stop for A& moment.'” Then, standing be-
slde him, she continued “Ask me to-
morrow."

“1£ 1 wm nlive T will!" be Jaughed |

He felt hor baud wove with & quick tremor
an his arm

YA beautlful woman can d'spense with
everything except—her beauty! That makos
focle of us all! Besldes—"'

The rest of the peulence was lost, as,
Rallywood managed &t length to force his
way through the crowd, which was thicken-
Ing rapidly.

Then ho came upon & group of men he
the frontler, from the
marshes aboul Kofn ford and the crags of |
tanped saking like his

io force us they galoed i(be open lghied |own and the mark of the collar rlm of their

| he Interposed.

“1 knew §t! Which of them has chal.
lenged you, Unziar?' The swift q rostion, |
echojng his own thought, took him ecom- |
pletely by surprise |

He passed his arm around her, for the
wialtz was nearing s wnd |

“Shall we go ou? No; no one has dono
me the honor of sending me a challenge.'

"It ui have an end of this shsurd
mystery!™ snid the girl, lmpatiently, 1w

Vulerle Selpdorf, and you are

“John Rallyweod of the guard of Mausau,"
“I had my commission from
you in the anteroom of (bhe hotel du
Chancelier. But for that 1 should have bhoen
more than hatf Inclined to refuse it.°

“I wish you had refused it, It may ocost
You—more thas a man cares Lo pay. i

— |

thought my father held tho power to glve
any commission he pleased, but one can
never reckon with the guard. They menn
to kill you, Captain Rallywood! I wanted
to wam you, but I think you know more, per.
haps, than 1 can tell you, or than you will
tell me. What Is golng to happen? I want
to help you—you mist let meo help you,*

Rallywood laughed, but perhaps his arm
drew her a lttle eloser as thiey moved more
glowly during tho concluding bars of the
waltz,

"My dear mademolselle, T assure you that
your fears are quite groundless, 1 am proud
to befang to the guard of Mansau, and they
have so far shown no Intention of rejecting
me,  Aa for the duels, if there happen to be
one—are not affalrs common In Maasau?
And afterwnrd fewer funerals take place
than ons would suppose 1lkely! Dosldes,
M, Belpdorf's wishes cannot be lightly dis-
regarded In Revonde.”

“You will bo drawn Into a quarrel he-
fore the night Is over.” Mademolselle Selp-
dorf stated her convietlon very plaioly, with-
out natlelng his digelalmers,

The music ceased, Rallywood spoke once
more. *“To prove lo you how little T antief-
pate anything of the sort, will you allow me
to have the Jast dance on the program?”

“That Is nothing! What can 1 do for
you?' she exclalmed.

“Expect me! If you would promlise to ex-
pect me, T don't yet kpnow the min who
could stop my coming to vou,"

The words were lightly epoken, but
Valerie Belpdorf, looklug up into Rally-
wood's eves, understood that ho was likely
fo be able to mnke nany words of his good.
They woere hapddome eyes, rather long In
shape, frink and steady, the Irls of a dense
gray bhordering on hazel, ns becnme the subs
burnt yellow of his halr and mustache, and
at that moment they contained an express
glon which remained In Valerle's memory
ns the distinetive expression of his face.
Whenever in the future she recullsd Rally-
wund, she thought of him as he looked them.

“1 will expect you," promleed Valerle

They boil know that for the moment they
together ut one of those crossroade
where Tife and denth meet, whers, morae
over, # look and a word convey a mutual
rovelition of character such as years of ors
dinary intercourse often fall 1o supply.

{To be Continued.)
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An Awilul Moment,

Chlongo  Timoes-Herald Mildred- -Have
you over though that your last moment had
come? What an awful feellng It s that
comos over one at such i thmaet

Gortrude—Yes, 1 had that experience once
when | was oul Fldiag with a fellow and his
horse started to run awny, [ soemed as {8
wi woulil certninly be dashed to pleces,

Mildred —Anid what was the first thing you
thought of when death seemed to siare you
in the face?

(3ertrude A holas in the toe of my left
ptocking. I have never since then run the
risk of belng found dead in such & ocone
dition

—

Dyspepsia Cure

® 3

Digests what you eat.

Trartiticlally digests the food and alds
Nature in strengthening and recons
structiog the exhnusted digestive or.
gans, Jois the lutest discovered digest-
unt ana tonie.  Nu other preparation
cian approgch It in eMelency, 1t ins
stautly relleves and permauently curee
Dyspepsis, Indigestion, Heartburn,
Flatulence, Sour Stomach, Nausea
Bick Headache, Gastralgla,Cramps, an
all otherresults of lwperfect digestion,
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