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Rary cloak, turned the coroer of A glle strect

and met fis full blast. He faced It for
soma  yards alpnig the empty  pavements,
Lhen rutt up the steps of his club, A few

minutes later he passed through a lofty cor-
ridor and entered a door aver which s set
& qualnt Invitatlon to smokers, which may
pot. bo written down here, for it 18 the
Jenloudly guarded copyright of the elub,

It chianced that the room for the moment
had but one occupant, who sat o a roomy
armchalr by the white stove. This gentle-
man di1 not his hend, but continued
to gaze thoughitfully at hia  well-shuped
though aquare and comfortable hoots,

Hallywool paused almost Ilmperceptibly in
hia stride.

“Hullo, major! Glad te gee you," he sald,
&8s ho dropped Into an armehalr opposite,

Major Counsgellor stood up with hls back to
tho stove, thereby glving a view of a red,
challenging fhee, heavy eyebrows and o huge
mwhite droop of mustache, Heo looked down
at Rallywood conglderingly belare he €poke,
#'8n you're here; I imagined they Kept you
pretty closoly on the frontler. Thoe world
been kloking you?l''

Rallywood Tnughed

“"No, but it would do me good to klek
the world,” he pnswered as he helped Gim-

rilse

self from the major's clgor cnse.  "'Flve
wears, almost six, spent on the frontier,
with nothing to show fopr it, Isn't good
enough. I've come up to scond In my pa-
pera.'’

“Then yvou'll be a fool,” returned the

major with decision.

Rallywood was busy lghting his clgar;
whin that was arranged to his satisfaction
he sald vasily:

o “Just so. History repeats itaelf.*”

Counsellor gtond squarely upright with his
ihands behlnd him.

\ “Any other reasons?" he nsked.
“Plenty."

“Pity! Are they serious or—ntherwise?'
Rallywood pulled his mustache.

"Why Is It a pity?" he asked slowly.
“"Becavse there 12 golng to he trouhble
tlln-i-, and with trouble comes a chanece'

Rallywood smoked on in silence. He was
B big, shallow-flanked man with the marks
of the world upon him, dnd that Indescrib-
mble alr which comes to one who has passed
o good portion of his time In laughing nt
the arbltrary handlcaps arranged by fate
in the race of life,

"Wikiere do you propose
Counsellor after an interval,

“Back to Afrlen, 1 think—Buluwayo,
Vohannesburg, anywhere, South  Africa’s
Bt In the bud, you see’’

“Yeu, but It {8 o blggish bud and will take
Ime to blow. You can afford to walt apd

it may be worth sour while.”

Rallywood threw a swilt glance at Coun-
pollor's inscrutable face,

“Soven years ago,” he sald in n deliber-
ate manner, “you told meo It was worth
while, but life has not grown motre interest-
ing since then."

AR Counsellor pnueed, then went on
with o grim smile, “at your age, John,
there are possibllities, Think  over it.
After hanging on here for more than five
years why lose your chance now? Look at
those fellows." He poioted out into the
Bquare,

Hiallywood rose lugily and gazed out also.
Mhe progpect  was  not  cneering. A few
troopers, thele cloaks flapping In the wind,
were gnlfoping across the square on the way
o relieve guard ol the palace, and under the
slntue of the Inte grund duke on horseback
three men In tall hats stood talking to-
gethoer, then they turned and wialked to-
warid the elub.

“Koow them nsked Counsellor.

Rallywood shook his hend.

“The man with the beard la
the Times; next him 18 Bradley; he's on an-
other blg dally. Their belag hare gpeaks for
ftaclf. Mansau ls golng to take up peopic’s
wpttention shortly. The grand duke g in a
tight place, and  thers will be o fareup
Eooner or later,”

“And you advise me to stop and see §t
through ' sald Rally wood moditatively from
tho window; them he lounged back to his
¢hair. “"How will it end?'"

Counsellor shook the ash from hls clgar.

“Selpdor! is the man of the hour,' he sald,

On the nutumnp evening when these two
men were talking at the olub the duchy of
Mansaun was, in the opinlon of Manssaun pa-
triots, golng as fast as It could to the devil,
With them, It may be added, the devil was
personified and bore the name of a nelghbor.
g nutlon. The one person who lgnored this
fact was the grand duke. With an Inser,
gtubborn pride he helleved that his country
must remain forever, as the long conturies
had kpown It, Mapasau the Freeo This be-
fng the case, he felt himself ot lberty to
spend his tme tn cursing the fite that had
riéfused Dblue ecess und shles Lo wintry Re-
wvonde, thus depriving It of these sources of
revenue which depend upom climnte, and
shich are enjoyed by places fur loss natur-
plly beautiful than the capital of Massau,

The duke, prematurely aged by the man-
per of his life, made It bis chlef business to
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which the now abrorbingly Interesting pigmy
slate wis compoeed,

In fact, Moasau, with lta twenty miles or
Eo of cantaining one  excellent
port in and two othera o posse, had
become o Naboth's vincevarl country
almost lapd-bound and yet dreaming of the
gupremucy of the four seas. On this am-
bition and its poxsible consequences the
othor great powers looked, (o speak diplo-
matically, with coldness

It was generally understood that the En-
gllsh foreign office desired the malntenance
of the status quo; France was supposod to
be reads to clap a young republic on the
back and o aecord 1t her nrotection, while
Russia played her own dumb and blinding
game, of which none eould definltely pro-
notnee the issue. The polltical world thua
il gare, wiatching every change and
proputed to take advaniage of every chance
that offered., The honers of the game
tar had lain with M. Selpdor!, who scored
ench trick with the same bland  smile.
Whenever the treasury of Mansau wns ot a
1ow eblh Selpdor! usuilly had a thirtesnth
card to Iny upon the tahle, and as the na-
tions ecautiously praoceeded to frustrate each
other's purpases royal  remittances  from
heaven knows where flowed in abundantly
to replenish the bunkrupt exchequer of the
state.

When Major Coungellor expressed hils em-
phutic disapproval of the intended resigna-
tion of Rallywoeod a new development wis
in the alr. Hitherto the lead hnd mosAy
devolved upon Selpdorf: on this occasion he

sethourd,
Oy

to n

#tood

a0

wiig known to be hanging back, nn-j the
question of who woull take the Initiative
wis the nuestion of the doy. The fact

that Germany had lately accredited a new
repregentative, a certaln Baron von Elmur
to the court of Maasau, an able man whose
reputation rested mainly on the succeasful
performance of missions of a dellente na-
ture, added to the tensfon of the moment.

“Sa yonr eay they are getting steam up in
Mansou snid Rallywood agnin, “1 have
been ont in the wilds for the last six montha
and don't know &0 much about events as 1
might.** -

“Steam up?'' growled Counsellor. “‘Steam
enough to wreck Burope! 1 almost wish 1'd
never godfathered you into this blessed little
stoke hole, Why the deuce didn’t you enllst
at home Instead of coming hera?"

“Phat was out of the question, of course.'

“Why? Isn't our army good enough for
you to fight fn?"

“1f It was only that!—I could fight In the
ranks, God knows, hut T couldn't parade in
them! DBesides, the life here sulted me—
then.™”

“What's gone wrong with It now? 1
should have thought you wonld have got
used to It by this time,” observed Coun-
sellor with the alr of the older man. It was
not the first occaslon on which  he had
plaved the part of elderly relative toward
Rallywood during the course of thelr queer,
rough-grained friendship—a friendship of na
type which exlsta only between man and
man, and even then 18 sufficiently rare.

“Precisely, I'm too Infernally used to It!
It was not half bad as long as the newness
lasted, hut 1 can’t stand It any longer! 1'm
gick of the monotony. Do you know old
Fitzndnms' e¢riticlsm on the service here?
“Dust and darill, drill and dust, and fill in
the chinks with homleidal maneuvera.

“"Maaneau ouly apes |18 betters. These
Continental armiea devole themselves very
assiduously to rehearsals, and there s nn
ond of waste about the process” remarked
the chnpeellor, “They rehearss n &ummer
and get sunstroke; then they rehearse In
winter with rtheumatisms and lung troubles
growing on every bush, The Hill for hlank
cartridges nlone I8 enormous! And all be-
cause they have no Indin and no Afprien, ns
wi have, where we oan glve our fellows o
tnste of the real thing any day In the week
We earry on n emall war with a regiment,
or dispateh o youngsier with half #§ company
to teach manners and honesty to 20,000 nie-
gers.  The pecullarity of our army is that It
Is mlways nt war. In this way we eseape tho
dangers of theory, and got practice, with
something for our money lnio the bargain,'*

“Our plan has its advantages," agroed
Rallywood lazlly, *1 saw in South Afrlea
what o Uttle active service doos for a man,
The first time he s under fire he I8 por-
sunded that he s going to be killed, and that
every shot must hit him, Butl after a trial
or two he beging to think that the odds are
In his faver and he hecomes o much more
effvetive fighting machine.”

“Nepessarlly he does, We don’t half
realize the value of our colonles yet—as n
training  ground for our ssldiara, The
British army 13 the smallest in Burope, but
It remuins to he seen what account It will
glvo of iteelf If it ja ever brought Into con-
tact with these huge, peace-trained conscript
monsters.'”

“When the duke diss—"" hogan Rallywood
harking back the former
versation,

The door was softly opened and a walter
andvapeced into the room, bearing a letter for
Rallywood, who took §t and lald it down on
the table beelde him, then looked at Coun-
sollor for an answer to his hal! spoken
queation. Couneellor shrugged his shoulders

“Who can tell? he replied. “Mesnwhile

Lo teple of con-

take the giftsa the gods have sent you to- | present moment.

day,'”
sealed  enyelope that lay at Rallywood's
elbow, “Selpdorf, | &ee, already has hils |

flugers upon you.'

Rallywood broke the greal seals, and, hay-
Ing read, he toesed the paper lnto the olther’s
hands,

“Ho wishes lo see me at 9:350.
he want with me?" he asked.

“Probably he has heard you Intend to oyt
the service. It appears to me, Rallywood,
that your chance has came out to meet yoy,"

“How could he have heard that 1 mweant to
£07 And what can It matter to any one if |
do?" went on Rallywood Incredulously.

Counsellor shook hia head, but made
ather reply.

“A Heutenant of the frontler cavaley," re-
sumed  Rallywood, “i& merely a superior
make of exclse officer!™”

“You will be something more or some-
ibing else before 10, 1 expect. As for what
ho wants with you, thut Is for you to flnd
uu'l:‘_lf vouy ¢an.'

It Je to be hoped he may feel moved to
let o have my arrears of pay,' sald Rally-
wuod, relapsing into his usual tone of lu-
differonce; “that is the chief consideration

What can

Jl with us on the frontler just now.*

“He probubly will if it eults him—or
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distantly vonnected with him, came into his
life. They did not meet very often and
spolie little when together, but  mutual
knowledge and lking resulted. Friendship

I3 4 Hving thing; it cannot be made; it
Brows,
Rallywood, when he turned to seek the

means of a livelibood, found himself, as he
gnid long afterwards, stunding in the corrl-
dor of life with all the dours shut sud no
Kev to open them,

His tastes und training alike !ed in the
diredtion of a milltury carcer, and prosently
he went out to the cupe, where he spent n
year or two In o police force whilch was in
time disbanded, and he returned tp Bug-
land once more at a loose end.

AL this Juncture Major Counsellor sug-
gested to him the possibility of obtalning
0 commission In the little army of tle
duchy of Maasnu, This hint set him on
the right track. The reglments of Mansnu,
though few in number, carried splendii
traditions. Their ranks woere drawn from
o stolid, silent peasantry, and officered Ly
A wire-strung. high-tempered arlstocracy,
born of a mixed race, It 15 true, bul pons
the lesa frantically devoted to the freedom
and independence of their shred of & fathoer-
land,

procure a commisslon for Rallywood, who
thus became a lleutenant In the frontier
tavalry, and for more than five years hud
taken his share In riding and keeping the
marches of Maasau, galning much experi-

ence In capturing smugglers and In super-
intending the digging out of snowed-up
trains, But life on the frontier, though

crammed with physical activity and routing
work, was in every other respec! monolos-
nourly empty, and breaks in the shaps of
furlough were few and far between. Half
lked, wholly respecied and a little feared
among hils comradeg, but always remalolpg
a NHeutenunt to whom the state owed elght-
een monthe' arrears of pay, Rallywood, In
roturn, owed o Mansau only
| service of an unpald man, but gave it
| full devotlon of a capable oficer,

As to Counsellor, no ope could gulte ae-
eount for his pregence at Revonde at the
He was supposed to be

the

and be pointed to the long, heavily- [ attached in some Indefinite way to the lega-

tion, but he described himself as n hird of
| capltal slmply meant whim or pleasure, for
| he was growing old and lazy, and could not
be hrought to account for¥his wanderings,
which he nssured those who ventured to in-

"
During ihils period of disruption and
troubie Counseller, who happéned to  be

“YOU WISH FOR AN INTRODUCTION? THEN

In  compliance with a private reguest on
the part of Major Counsellor, the Il[‘lllr*h‘
minlster at Revonde bestirred himself (o

| I¥ing manner,

i
|

the qualified |

pagsage, whose nppearance In any BEuropean |

quire were cohiefly undertaken in search of
:lléullh. Nevertheless, wherever he went or
| eamp someihing Interesting in a political
sense—and more often than nuot In favor
of Britlsh interests—was almost sure Lo |
happen

| In tormer days he had flled the position

of military attache 1o twn or three of the
more Linportunt ombassled, and wus =ald to
be the bhest Mpown man o Burope, He had,

morsover, the right to carey upon his bhreast
the ribhon and decarmtion of more than one
{oxeluaive and distingulshed order. Of
':nnm' rumors asaoolnted with him thls say-
|Ill§: wias certainly true, that one could never
|n":r the snioking room of any diplomatl

club In any eity In Burope without sanding
}u falr chance of encountering Mujor Coun-
sellor warming himzelf bheslde the stove.
Therefore he had naturally an enormous
¢lrele of acquaintancea, each individual
Ypowing very llttle about bim, though he
slways formed an Interesting subject of con-

| own affair,

Ha recelved Rallywood with that air of
deep personal interest which told with such
hoppy effect on those whom he desired to
influence,

“Al, my dear Meutennnt, [ understood you
were in RHevonde and took advantage of
your presonce to put into effect a lttle plan
which had becn for some time In contem-
plation. 1 recollect haviog had the pleas-
ure of meeting you net so long ago when
you arrived in Moasan."

“Nearly mlx years ago your excellency,”
replicd Rallywood with a smile.

"1 can goarcely belleve it o he a0 long.
Al any rate I remember perfectly that |
had the honor of presenting you to his
highness as the latest addition to our from-
Her eavulry,*
for-
that

“Your excellency might oasily have
gotten. I'rom the nature of the case
coulil not Lo possiblo with me.”

Selpdort listened rwith a lttla astonish-
ment. This Englishman was not qulie such
& fool as one might hoave expetted from the
fuet of his bhavipg been conteot to remuin
without preferment and only a proportion
of hls pay for over five yeard on the fron-
tler, He had hoped to find the fellow
adaptable, but ¢his long limbed, slow-spoken
gentlemap was not altogether so transpar-
ent an Individuality ns Selpdorf had led him-
gelf 10 expect,

“DBuy why bave you socluded yourself for
g0 long amoug those barbarous marshes and
forests?" demanded the chancellor in a ral-
The young man made no
reply, though the obvious one was In his
miind,

“Hy Lthe by, resumed the chancellor, as
It struck by a now thought, 1 have heard
that your countryman, Major Counsellor, has
Come to pay us n 1!_t'.h- visit In Mponsau?*

“He Is here. I have Just seen bhim," re-
pllod Rallywood.

Selpdorf'a round eyes glanced once more
at his companion. The slmple directness of
the reply was admlrdble but bafMing.

“Ah, he I8 invaluable, the good major, |
quite invalunble! Eugland 'may well be
proud of him, He s one of the allest men

in Burope, hestdes—"" here he smiled, ghow-
Ing a row of strong even 1eeth—"besldes be-
Ing one of the most honest. For a diplom-
atlst—what pralse!’

Hallywood met his glance lmperturbably,

“For p diplomatist, sour excellency ' he
repeated,

“But assuredly," replied  the choanoeflor
warmly, “flgure to yourself, my friend, the
condition of polltlcs If all statesmen werd
ke blm—honest! An Invatualile man'"

He puused for & reply, but Rallywood
merely bowed, He [felt that so much, at
lenst, was expected of him on the part of
England.

"But pow, monsleur, with regard to your
You have been five years ln the

Fervice of his highoess. And your com-
manygd ™'
“At present Oty troopers at the blogk-

houses above Koda Ford and adong the river
In the winter, during the long, diark nights,

whett there are many atiempts to run el
g0oods acress the frontier, | shall bhave, per-
baps, n BCore or so more.*

“And you are not tired of 1?1 M. Selp-

his hunds.
vour excelleney, that 1. am half
to let o better

dorf rulsed
“RBo tired,

Inolined

man slep oo my
thoes

“But eame, come, that
turged his exvellency agresably

aiso tired of our caplial, of lHeve

ls Impossible!™ re
Are you

I bave had very little opportunity of  was singulatly beautiful. with a nale clear. | ¥0u will thderstand. ace o Httle

L]
ALLOW ME TO PRESENT YOU TO EACH OTHER."

growing tred of Revonde. 1 know nothing
[ 1
Dut you wonld prefer Revonde, belleve
At this moment an attendant appeared
with & oard upen a salver. Eelpdorl read
the me with the fhintesd contraction of
His hrows
You will excuse me, M, Rallywond," he
il ‘1 must ask you to walt in the atte
room for a few minutes
he note-room was a lemg, piisred corel
tor, in which Rallywoeod tound himeell quile
alone, He fel]l at opee into speculations aa
to the meaning and wim of Selpdorfs Mle
Awakened Interest [n Nimaelf. Also the al-
| luklons to Counsellor had  probably been
with caltulated intention
| Rallywood undersiaod that ¢nch of these
W tnen bhad the same end in view, each
teaired to dlasemble his own chareier, And
each of them socceeded with the many, but
fallod as  betweer themeelves,  Sélpdort
poEed A% the sudve, sympathetie, goold-na- |
lend of thoze with whom he came

I
tured ft
i man of no

hocontact, Coutisellor, As a

ount, n rugged soldior, honest, strong, out-
spoken, n pood agent to act under the direcs
tlon of more dstule brains, but, If left to
his own resources, somewhiat blunt  and

binndering
To do Rallywood Justice, He was far more
ocoupled with this last thought than with the

things which bore more qdirectly on hix own

| proepects and future. At this perlod hls

(life was comparatively tastelegs and vold
| of interest; there was nothing to look for-
ward to and the recent past meant extremes
of heat and eold, Jong, solitary rounds
ridden by night and days rendered so far
alilkke by iron-handed rule und method that
one was driven to mark the lapse of time
by the seasons, not by the ordinary dlvislons
of weeks and months.

Ag he lJounged In a chale, full of these
thoughts, o sllght rustle, soft and sllken,
ke the rustle of a woman's dress, caught
his oar. He turned his head quickly. The
corrldor, with its slender pillars, which
glood av long Intervals, was stecped In the
clear electrie light and from where he sat
he could see there was no person visible
throughout ite entlre length.

Then, as his gaze traveled boack, it rested
on something which had certalnly not heen
I¥Ing where he now saw It at the time of his
ontrance,

Nt gix paces hehind him, stretched across
tha dark carpeting, in the very center of
the pillared viswn, lay a woman's long glove,

A woman's glove possesses o pecullar
charm for all men. Perhaps It suggests
| some of the sweet mystery of womnanhood,
The first action of most young men in
Rollywood's place would have been Lo ralse
It ut opce and to examine It, as though in
some lmpalpable manner & could tell some-
thing of Its unknown wearer, who might
turn out to he the Hathor, the one woman
In the world,

But e clreimstances of Rallywood's life,
and, perhaps, also, some exclusive element
In his character, had heretofore #et him
rather apart from the Influence of women.
He had grown to regard them without euri-

osity, which I8 the last stage Indifference
can reach,
It must be admitted that It wns with a

feeling nkin to repugnance that he at Inst
lifted the loug, eoft, pale-bued, faintly
scented sucde from the floor and dangled It

nt un unnecegaary distance from hils eyes,
holding It ns he did #o dalntlly between
finger and thumb. Its gubrle appeal to his
fonses as o man falled to reach him, It
simply wroused an old feellng of reserve
toward the sex It represented. His face

alteved slightly and he dropped |t suddenly
with an odd repulsion, as he might have

dropped a snake. on a couch nearby,
Then he réesumed his chaly apd turned his
J'h.n;l& upon It, til the reflection that the
whom It belonged mupst have

Woman
come and gone while bo sat thinking with
his back to the corridar sent hlim whesling
round ngsain.

The glove still lay where he had placed
It on the edge of the couch palm upward
and with g suggestion of helplessness dnd
||..-Er.1'|!i-il. It anpoyed bim  unreasonably.

He frowned and looked at bl watch, Hall
nu hour bhad passsd sines Selpdor! dlsmissed
i,

At that moment a gutteral yvolee broke the

sllence of the house and a heavy curtain
over the door at the nesrer end of the
anteroom was thrust back by a brusque
bund and a tall, highshouldered, handsome
man, dreaspd as It he were about 1o st
tend some court functlon, stood In  the
opening Behind him Rallywood onught

#lght of o Hurrled and explanntory lackey

“Ab, s0 1 have lost my way ufter all”
suld the personage In a4 bland voloe. "“A
mistake! But I hope you will accord me
your forgiveness, moademoleelle?

tallywoofl spreng to hils feet at this most
unexpocted ending and looked sround
Cloes beside him stood a tall girl wrapped

Lin & long cloak of fur and amber velyvet

sha

‘

hued Beaory fter black, long-lached eves | to plck up evem A cateloss wWord on the
were o him and ey wers fall of Tnuahter.  sword point.’
Enter. thon barot sndd the aifl, glane M. Selpdor! paused and referred  on
1".'.:: fn %4 Kt the courtier NG you gues b omore (o the memorandum
you would find me here, or WArY you seeiing Theta Bas Beonr some samnll Biteh Aboag
| monstaur?’ and she waved her bare feft! the pay on the frontier of late? " he anked
P and toward Rallywond | lnnocently,
“1 Jont my way, nothing more,”" returned A meprloud hitely for the Iast
the baran, coming forward hut perhaps, a* | monthe or &0 your cxeelioney,””
In my heart, all ronds lead toward “", tatiywood, with a smile that d1d not reach
fowed deeply obce more, this time stoopIng | hils oves
io kis hie girl's hand with a certnin show "Indeed? That mun be comediod. The piy-
of restfalined fagerness, minsier gonetal shall have 4 note Upen your
She drew back with a Httle tmpatlent | afmalr  Immediately, Captain Rallywood
gReature. Cood night
I should not have boen here but for an Rallywood steppied out Into the windy,
necldent,” whe replicd coldly. “Tn fact, 1| Was | prosen night, and #lso out of his old life
on the polut of starting for his highnes' T2« | 1410 the new Above him the stars, writton
eption, had not monslenr  detained meS" | g thelr vast vague charactors upon the
Vil 1o Rallywood's amagement, she Indls ) g blue vault of sky, shone wilh a keen
cated himeelf Iugter: Lelow Bis feet, with soaree o BMeak
fetore e could speal she poloted to Wla | he great clrele, 10 scemed s §f they
gpurral boot. drew together In densrer cluklers and ot
.”'“":."::I‘:' his wet hig heel on my POOT | i homseleos in luminous tlors. These latier
glov ahe adided wite the Nghts of the oliy. For (he Hotel
Iy hla hasty movement (0 rising he had

npbarently diglodgal the glove from its posi- |

ttuti on the edge of the couch. He staoped
with a hurried word of apology And pleked
It up. On the dolleate palm wan stumped the
| enrvedd 2tadn of Bls boot leel

“Do you always treal a lndy's glove so?"
she asked gravely, and held out her hand
for it

Rallywond laoked down at her very de-
liberately, and something that was nelther

hla will nor his reason deelded his next acs
tion.. He folded the soft reverently
togat her

YN0, mademoiselle,
placed 1t inside his tunic, "I have never
before treated o Indy'd glove- For the
acitldent T offer my deepest apologles.™

She watched him with ralsssd evebrowa
and a slight derisive smile. Then sho drow
the companion glove from her right hand
and, giving it ta the lnekey, who #t111 re-
miuined In the bpokground, #he sald:

“Throw It away, It nseless, and
Nanzelle to bring me another palr'

Monsieur, with whom [ have not yet the
pleasure of belng wequalnted,” interrupted
the baron rather suddenly., “monsicar s,
after all, the lueky man, Me retaing what
I dare not even dsk for.'

“Shall T call back the servant with its
fellow for you 7" mademolselle nske! haught-
ily., "It Is nothing to mo who pleks up
what 1 have thrown away.'" With this re-
bhulf to Rallywood &he placed her hand upon
the German's, ns If to ask him to lead her
from the room, and added:

“You wish for an Introduection?
low me to pregent you to cach other. His
excellency, the Baron von Elmur.* She
paused, and her eyes dwell for & moment
on Rallywood's. *“A goentleman of  the
guard.,”  And before Rallywood could ox-
plain the mistike the curtain had dropped

sueile
he anawered, ns he

B,

tell

s

Then al-

behind them, and he was left  standing
alone.
In Baron von Elmur he recognized the

oblique carringe of the head and the high-
shouldered figure of the third man he hol
soen with the newspaper correspondents in
the Grand Square that afternoon. Moreover,
he Kuew that (he German had entered the
anteroom through no mistake, but with gome

obJect in view., As for the girl, who was
ghe and where had she come from? Fhe
Wis not of Mansau, sines she hnd intro-

duced him as belonging 1o the guard, for
not only was every ofMicer of that favored
corpe Individually known, but it was fur-
ther imposgsible for 1 Miuasaun to make the
slightest mistake with regard to any unl-
form. It was one of the bossts of the
eolntry that even a child could tell at a
glunce not only the special regiment, but
the rank of the wearer of any uniform be-
longing to the duchy.

Rallywood had no time just then to pur-
sue the subject further, as he was almost

immediately recalled to  the  chancellor's
presence,
“Now, monsieur,” began Selpdorf, as

though no break had occurred in e con-
versation, “you are In truth tired of keep-
Ing our dreary marches; s it not so?*

“These wre better places—and worse, your
excolleney."”

"Our gay little capital will be one of the
betler places, 1 promise you,'" continued the
chancellor. A position in the guard of his
highness has just become vacaat. Am 1
right in befieving that a nomination to that
superb regiment would tempt you to remain
with us?"

Rallywood
aback,

“A gemtleman of the guard.” He reponted
the girl's words of introduction mechanl-
cally; then, putting aside the thought of
ber, he took up the practical view of tho
gituation and answered, “1I am an English-
mian, your excellency, and though 1 have
taken the soldier's cath to the Maasaun
sinndard, T have not tauken the oath of na-
ticaality, 1 would not consent to become a
niturialized citizen even of the duchy of
Muansiau."™

“Ah, ¥2." Scipdor! stroked his chin, then
despoatehing tho objection with a wave of
his hand, he resumed. "We must overlook
ftiat In your casce. You have alveady servoed
the duke for five years with as sincero a
#enl as the truest Maasaun amongst us.
Wa must remember that and overlook a
drawback which s far less Important than
It seems.”

He turned to a memorandum on the table
and consulted it.

“You were engaged in the affair at Xuan-
thul, I see?"

“Three years ago, your excellency,” re-
plied Rallywood in & tone that implied his
powers of usefulness had probably become
impnired by lnpse of time,

Selpdor! moved his shoulders,
a mun throwing difliculties in the way of
his own advancement. Yet he could not
possibly be so Indifferent to his own in-
tercits s he chose to assume,

“To be plaln with you," Selpderf sald
withy an alr of candor, “the younger officers
of the guard have lttle experience. The
Intest fashlon In neckiles or the most
charming dancer at the Folle abgorbs Lheir
attention, to the exclusion of more lmpor-
tant matters. There la, as you doubtless
know, a certuln ndmixture of French blood
In the velus of our most noble families,”
be finished abstractedly.

Rallywood had no remark to offer upon
thig. The oflicers of the guard bore @ very
digtinet reputation. They were sald to be
A& pleasant set of fellowa socially, unless
one ran foul of their prejudices. but they
were credited with a good many prejudices.
As Jor his personal  scqualptance with
them, It was lmlted to acting second in a
bustily arrunged duel fought out in the
yard behind a lttle country rallway sta-
tlon.

"l should like to see o somewhat different
Eplvit Introduced and o be assured that 1
could always rely on the presenca of at
liast one cool-tieaded officer ur the palace,
Your experience on the froutler has em)-
nontly fitted you for the positlon. To you,
therefore, will be allotted the guarters re-
served lo the palace Itself for the ndjutant
of the guard. May I have the pledsure of
kaluting you as such?

Rallywood hesltated, e foresaw Certain
difficuliies, but they appeared rather gtirac-
tiva than otherwise at the moment. He
throw back his shoulders, Hght of lnughter
came Into his eves, he ralsed hle head and

for once was a little taken

Here was

looked Into Selpdort's face.

| "I thank your excellenoy. 't

| The chancellor understond more than Mt
l},in car. He approgbied the subject dell-
r'alt-]’\'

| “Then you will ullow me to congratuliate
you, Captain Rallywoud,” he kildd, bending
forward to shake hands with his visltor in
Engliah fasghlon. “There may poriibly be
some (rifllog diffcuitles at the outwet, The
Birst sten io any undsetalking usually costs
| something, but you will not, 1 ber permit
‘5[;|:rm1[ \o b drawn loto, shem, uny shal-
low qQuerrels Our friends of the guard,

e proge

Au Chunceller stands bigh upon one of the

twin rldges which form the ravine of the
river, and upon whose converging slopes
Revonde 1= bulit Rullywond stood  apnd
looked dowa upon the dip and vise of the

terraeced ety with 4 new Intecest, for now
It helil a future for him Individually, a
future which must be stirfing nnd might
be ®omeiliing more

Tho eyes of the girl whose glove he hnd
trodden upon sl ehallenged him ffom the
stariit darkuess, eves mnde of sardin dark-
ness  thomsolves e rollowid the brond
blnek lne of the tiver between Its aweep-
ing curves of lamps, ondening out sea-
ward Into hazy dimoess, Then ne o great
bell neross the water boomed out e hourp
b tutned his gaze to the cast, in the direc-
tion of the soupd, to where the broken
brightiness of the orowilllng strecis gave
place to o mijostie allgnment of Nght and
shadow, showing the positlon of the ducal
palace upon the river bank. Dehind and
nbove It sGove a Bloodered glepam like an
angty eye; this Rallywood Knew to be the
great stainad dome of the higtoric mons-
room of the guard

Then the late lieutenant of the frontder
cnvalry lnughed aloud In the Quek, his blood
tingled in his velns, for the priceless ele-
ment of o vague, unknown danger nnd ex-
citemoent had entered into his life,

('To Be Continned. )
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