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Beots, with Duke John, Plerre da 1"Hopital

Wil 1y | VRS i Dptiglas, falls 10 | and & peore of officers Btole toward the tower
--“ ; . s % ;'] "il-',“ ',!:-,,,l,l,',.,':' by which the Lady Sybilla had promised thnt
:, r Jiimeeif i rohire w18 made | an entrance should be galned to the castle
af 1 LI d and lnteg he 8| of Macliecoul,
1 hir et In the t..|n'|.-|;| It wanr gltusted at the weitern corner, tio=
il ; 'n rdaote ol his enamies Al \
I .I|._ '_.- Wil <__H.|,“,,, 1.‘,-:".,,..| tn [ward ihe south and wae Joined to :!n: fol
{ *richton Wil repents of her |lows at the correaponding dengles of ile
s 1 and ure i . Youhg f 'l"' Lot | pariross by gallovied walle of great helght
1!|-t fenila, 1o fhdint I‘?:_Iil.l“lln ‘Ilv . | Ten fest nhove the ground was a little door
TN " il 1 inburen I ( = | :
liam accrpis tl Invitnlion of the young , of démbosspd fron, bBut ordinarily no stopa
King of Buotland o viglt the couft ‘I [ ted to It when the castle was In a state of
;" *hi, 1h Al f e Ili }\ “T'i‘n';: | defensa, Put when Sholio adventured Brst
uehi in Rign o chery, ; :
1".:" r.- il l'ri hrathivrs are at o) wndl tm- | Into the nnele of the wall he stumbled upon
prisonsd, Thie hrothers dre itenend 10 be | g Jadder that leaned against the litle Innd
exgoute at on Sybilla declares her 10VE | ghp0 jagen abiove which was the door denoted
before thy wart ard the two Douglisos go - .
Forth ihelr deqgth, Bholto stirs up the fon the pian.
couptrymen. The throe :"1'-""‘““"'?"'"- tell Bholto mdvanced first, being the lletitest
the lLady Douglas of the loan o & mOTA r Sheeted
and Tearn It tuen from her that Maud |and mos agile of all. As he had m l-‘l o
Lindesay and 1ttle Margarat Douglas have | he found the door unlocked and a little
been kldnnpped by De Retz,  The Lady | passage leading within the tower. He lay
Douglas glves Bholto a priceless sult of « moment and Matensd and then, being
grmor, biesses him sas her 8on and siarts a % P oreie,
Nim oiit to search for the two girls, Sholte | certaln thersa was a llght and the sounds o
welil il father and hrother and Lord Jumes | labor within, he orawled back to the ladder
Potiglas  follow the Marshal de Retz 10 | peiq and whispered to the Lotrd James An
Taris and then to Brittany Laurence e 0oh tota) wilsice
1a01Cim enters Into service with De Retz. |Order lfor lola ce.
Tl soarch party battles with the wolves. |  Then, with Sholto hoiding the Indder at
\ teavered by De Retz to be an

Lasare

wnd tald

showi the two girls

1o escape or hilp comes the
way and Maud Lindespy will
' 1. Meffrave thunts the Beot-

| hilla finds Sholto and

wlone pnd sendg them 4o John of

q for Welp, De Retx and his ansist-

ants cortinge In thelr crimes not mindful of
puntshiment, belng decelyed by Sybilla e
10 the whereabouts of the Scotchmen, Do

Yrote murders sevorn] childeen in his search
for porpetinl vouth,  Jehn of Brittany
@ereed 1o help in the rescue of the maldens,

CHAT'TER LVIL

The Tower of Death.

Thronghout La Vendee and all the country
of Retz ran a lerrible rumor.

“Phe Marshal de Retz s the murderer of
our oltldren,  He bas a thousand bodivs in
the vaults of his casties. The Duke of Brit-
tany hos miven oriders that they shall be
goatened,  His goldiers are forsaking him.
Mhe names of the dead are written In black
and white and 1o the Lands of the head men
of the villages. Hasten—Iit I the hour of
vongeanee!  Let us overwhelm him. Rise
pp und lot us seck our lost ones, even it we
find fio more than their bones!'™

And terrible 48 had been the gathering aof
the wore walved in the dark forests around
Machecoul upon the night of the fight by
the hollow tree, far more threatenfng and
worrible was the rising of the apgry com-
Enons, i

In whole villages thero was not a man
§oft and mothers, too, marched in that mus-
tor. armed with choppers and kitchen knives,
wilil<eyed, angry-hearted, as llonesses
robby | of their cubs, From the deep glens
and decper woods of the country of Retz
they poured, They disgorged from the caves
of the parth, whither the greed and rapacity
of their terrible lord had driven them,

Schoolmasters were there, with the eolder
of their pupils. For many of the children
find been lost on their way 1o sehool and
dlicse men wera in danger of losing both
thelr credit and octcupation.

towinrd Tiffauges, Champdoce, Machenoul
fhe angey populnes, long repressed, surged
fumultuonsly and with them, much wonder=
dng at their orders, went the soldlers of the
dulke,

DBut it 18 with the columns that concen-
trdted upon Machecoul that we have chiefly
to (o, Our threg Scots necompanied these,
and with them went John of Brittany him-
gelf with his councllor, Plerre de 1'Hopital,
by his side.
Night fell
§oined by fresh
couniry round.

ag thoey Journeyed omn, ever
contingents from all the
In the van pres.ed forward
the follt of St. Philbert, fresh from the ut-
tor deatruction of the house of the witch
woman In Meffraye, thal not one stone
aviig 160t upen another, Guided by these, the
duko and his party made thelr way easily
through the forest, even in the darkness of

B0

the night, And as they passad hamlet or
collage, 'ever and anon  seme frennied
mother would rush upon them nnd fall upon

her kKupes hefore the duke, praying him to
look sell for her darling, and bringing may-
fiap some pitiful ghrad of elothing or lock
of hair by which the ecarchers might iden-
Lily 1he lost ltnosent,

As they went forward the soldiers pricked

o ahend nnd cavsed the people to fall to
the renr, 1est oy forcknowlodge of their ap-
proaclh might reach the wigard and warn

bLim ro escipe

The woods of Machecoul were dark and
glient thut night, Not the howl of a guesting
wolf was heard.  Truly the marshal's de-
mony had degerted him, or mayhap they were
all busv ot that Inst carnival in the keep
of the castle of Machecoul,

Ad the storming party approached nearer
and while yet they were soveral miles dis-
tint, they beenme aware of a great red light
At gleamped forth above them. They could
not ses 14, bt the peasants of 8t Philbert
with afrighted glunces told how It beaconed
guly after the disappearance of some Ittle

the top, Duke Johpn and his couneilor
mounted ke shadowd and, with Malise and
James Douglay, they were preéeently eronahed
!In the pamsage, with the door shut behind
them and the offcers keeping watch at the
foot of the tower without.

The five lstened to the sounds of busy
plekr within the tower. They could hear
ths ring of iron on stones and the paoting
of men engaged In severs toll

"The marshal s proparing for filght,”
whispered the duke exultingly. *“'He is In-
terring his treasures. He has been warned.
But wo will be ovetspeedy for hlm.'

And he chuckled in his satisfaction so
loudly that Malise, using no eeremony with
Auke or varlet at snoh a season, put This
hand over hls mouth,

Then one by one they erawled nlong the
narrow passage on thelr hands and knees,
and presently from a little baleony plas
tered on the Imner wall of the tower like
a swallow's nest, they found themeelves
looking down upon a sirange scene.

A flight of steps led slantwise to the bot-
tom, and at the foot of the tower, stripped
to the skin, they beheld two men buslly
filling great sacks with a ourlous cargoe.

The turret had npever been finished. Tt

corinived wmothing whatever except the
stalrease, So far as Sholte could see there
wis not even a window anywhere, The

doar by which they had entered and another
which evidently led Into the Intorlor of
the castle, wero 1ta only outlets. The earth
at the bottom remalned as it had been left
by the bullders, who surely must Thave
thought that no madder architetural freak
was ever carried out than this shut tower
| of tha castle of Machecoul, with its blank
wallg and sordid accoutrement.

But most strange of all, the original
earth had been covered to the depth of a
foot or more with dark objects, the true
fignificance of which dld not appear from
the distance of the little gallery where
the party of five had stationed themselves.

The two men at work below had brought
torches with them and had fastened these to
the walls by Iron spikes. The smoke from
these hung in heavy masses aboul the tower,
etill further diminishing the clearness with
which the walchers aloft could observe
what went on below,

One of the workmen was 4all and spare,
with the forward thrust of head and neck
geen in vultures and other unclean birds
The other, who held the sacks, while the
first shoveled, was on the contrary stout
and short, of a notably jovial, rublcund
countenanes, in habit ke the postler of an
Inn, or perbaps a well-to-do carrier upon
the ronds.

The two worked without speaking as If
the work wero distasteful. When one sacic
was full, hoth would selze thelr pleks and
dig furlously at ths floor of the tower. Then
when they had enpugh ralsed, they would
fall to shoveling the corlously shaped ob-
Jects Into the sucks again.

As Sholto lgoked down he heard n hissing

whisper in his ear.
"These be Blanchent the sorcerer anid
Robln Romulart. But last week they took

notice of my llitle Jean and pralsed him for
n noble boy!"

Sholto turned round, and there at his
¢lbow, having followed them in spite of all

prders and precautions, he discerned the

woodman Louls Verger, whose little son

had been carried off by the gray waolf.
Sholto motioned him back and at a slgn

from the duke his father and bhe began to
descend. 8o sllently did they make thelir
way down the stone steps, and so Intent werp
the men upon thelr work, that in & minute
after leaving the Hitle gallery, Mallge stood
{ behind the taller and Sholte stole like a
shadow along the wall nearer to the litie
rotund man who had been called Robin
Romulart.

The duke held up his hand. Sholto and

olie from thelr Homes, what strange cries
awire heard ringlng out from thot lofty Mallge pach took their man about the throar
towir and how for ,', i after the smoke of with thelr left arma and pulled them back-
\ ¥ L) " - . 5 ¢ i A e
a groat burning  wonld hang  ahout the ward, at the same tlme covering their
. mouths wihth their right hands. Blanchet
gloomy turtets of devil<haunted Macheconl, X A
Ploised and  aven flender shonp /{hs. ped | Bever moved din the:strong semas of Mallse,
| o 4l 1he faces of the soldiers were lit | DUt JRODID, whose Fotund figure concealed
glare, and 1the Tace die y

up so thut Plerre de PHopital ordered them
to keep to the gloomy arcades of the forest.

Then by midelght the cordon wus drawn
[y glasely thal none might pass in or out,

And behind the soldiery the eommon folk
lay crouched, anger in their hearts, and
thelr cars turped towmrd e opon windows
in the keep of Machecoul, from which fared
the red’ light ‘of bale,

Thedw, toveriog thely lanlerns, the three
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his grest muscular development, might have

cxcaped from Sholto had not the woodman
Verger flung 'himself at the Hitle man's

throat and brought him to the ground

Then the duke and the olhers descended
and as vhey did so they became consclous
of a choking mephitic vapor which clung
l dank and heavy to the lower courses of the
LOwer.

Suddenly a wild ery madoe al) shiver. It
ame from Louis Verger, who had sprung
upon sometlbog that lay tossed aslde In o
COrner.

“Sllence man—on your life! Sllence!""
hlgsed Plerre de "Hopltal, “Whatever you
have found, think of revenge and help
to it

“1 have found htim. He I8 dead! The
fiends! The flends!" sobbed Louls Verger
covering a small partially charred ohjceel
I with the curlmaptle of which he had
idly divested himself or the purpose

us

g

Then B came upon those who stood on the
floor of the lower that they were In the
marshal's maln charnel bouse. These vague

forms, mostly charred lKe half-burned
woodd, these scraps of white bone, these 1it-
tle erushed skulls, were all that remained

of the lpnocent chlldren who o the fresh-
ness of thelr youth and beauty had bheen se-
dueed Into the fatal castie of Machecowm

And what wonder that an appalling terror
sil on the heart and mastersd the soul of
Sholto MacKim? For how did he kuow that
he was poet treading under fool at cach elep
the caleingd fragweuts of the falr by of
Maud Lindesay?

Twenty sacks had been Alled ready for
trapsport, sod as many more lay folded jn
# heap o @ corner. The marshal, uneasy
perhiaps as o the susplelops agalust hlm

?Iilll anxions to remove evidence from the
| precinets of his ecastie, had ordered this
{ lower of death 10 be clearod. But truly his
devll had ouve more foreuken him The
order had been glves u day too late,

“"God's grace, 1 siifle.

Lt us got out of

‘ this and sclye the murdersr!™

quoth Thike |
John, making his way toward ths AHoT
Wal moament, aald | rra de 'Haopl- |
T Wea miust constder Wa cannst e
| the cothmonn ses this or they would ssck
the oawrtie frorn foundation to roofl tree
and alay the innndient with the gullty We
must selze and held for falr toial all whe
are found within And L, Plerrs do 'Hopl- |
tal, will iy them.' I
What, then, dJ0 you propose?’ sald the
Take, petting pear the o ne passible
Lot ug bring in hither the oflicers and
what soldig you oan trust-——thmt's not my |
bt |t ) wered the president. "Then |
wi will go | igh the castle and aflter |
have sony | 'the § ind made sure |
of suMelent pleaosa of Juctifientive evidence, |
of which we have Infinlte supg In these
#acHs, then wa mAy o'en parmit the poople |
to waork theie will]"
A8 it wan =) & who had first entered, I
It was Eholto who fArst lef. the towere of '
death. He 1t was also who at the Bend of

the Nret band surpel
nner guird, and M
Bis own hands It

rmarshal's sleepy
te bind

them with

witk Shoita who at the
foor of the atalrs of the groat keop mtosd
listening that he might know the right mos
ment 1o lead the bestogers upward.

Then even a4 Ke stosd thas down the
slanlrway there came pealing a 1oreible ery
A shrivk of & woman In the flaal -'h'-"rl'.-
shrill, desporate, unavailing

And at the soung Sholto New g
steps In Lthe dir of the bry, not Know-
Ing what he Ald, =ave thal he went ta ki)

And searts o (oot behind him followed the
woodman, Louls Verger., and as thoy fled
upward the red gloom grew brighter and
they acomed (o be rushing headlong into a
furnace]

the glonn

Hon

CHAPTER LVITL

The White Tower of Macheconl,
So atl the commuand of the Marshal de Rtz
they gent to bring forth Margaret Douglas
and Maud Lindesay out of the White tower
where they had been ablding. Margaret had
gong to bed, amdl, as was her oustom, Mand |
Lindesay sat awhile by her slde. TFor so
far a¥ they could thoy Kept to the good and
kindfly tmaditions of Castle Thrieve,

tdayn

| far Bim,’

It | much as hinted,"

they weres driven out of the yard again and
wont In a long wtrlhg, one Alter the other
back 1o theltr pastires, doucely and sedately,

fue (ke folk molng to holy kirk on Sabbath
when it s sommertime in Galloway
Then you mald, ‘I am weary of walting
and 1 answered, "Why, he has not
movs than a day Somet lihes 1
e him for weeks and 1 never frot
that !

heen gone
un ant
ke
“Then nansweted (1t Bas
my head), ‘Some day
And paLtad
to the house-end
You looked long undes
when camo back
had mever sald 11 befors,
oming. I wonder what
ing Wi T

you all come =0

will
on

olenr
know,
the

into

into

Hithe
hend and went
the
yvour hand ani
gald, as [f you
He ix Jlong k-

be loe

you

o’ Vil me
10 ook
CEVE T
you you

can

I'hen the maldens (o014 use that the supper
was remdy ta pul on the thbhle. whereat you
scolded them, telline th that 1L was too
early and that they must keop If hop agalns
thelr master's coming And to me vou
sald, ‘You are pot hbangry, are you?' And
I anewered, *No,' though T was indeed very
hungry (in my droam,. that is) Then you
aatd again, wighing, 'It & sirange that he
should not come home I cannot oat il
he rcomes Periipe hae has fallen Into &
ditch of some eaigle may hiave peoked oul
his eyes)’

“Then all the time M grow darker amid
still no one came. Whoereat you oried a [it
tle, moftly, and sald, *He might have come
I know right well he could have been hotre
by thig time If he bad trled. But te does
not Jove me any move.” And you wete

patting the ground with your foo!, ns you
used to do when—well, when vou went
anway from Trieve witheul coming out upon
the leads 1o say 'Good nlght’'—when all al
onee thers was a nolse of qulek feal brushing
eagerly through the heather and some one
{no, not Landless Joek) leaped the 10tle
wall and eaught me—me—in his arms—""

“No, he did nob eateh you In his artn

TAE OMATA DATLY BEE: SUNDAY, FEBRRUARY 5, 1899,

alwo war filled Wil the reflection of the tod | table, iohoman amile. MWe leansd agalnst &
tide of 1iglit whish obh. & and Nowed, waxed | plliar of strangely twisted design andg con-
and waned above Bavivg for that window | 1emplated 1he two victims at his ease
the mhole cantle was vrapped In gloom and 1dfe |8 sweel to yon, I It hot?" he sald
Kilence, and |f there wete any awake within | &t Jast. *You are traly happy, belng young.
the precinets they knew belter than to =py Land hinve fo need to be mads young sgaln
upon Lthe midnfght doings of their dyead Y but 1T oam very old,' sald the mald
lord guining some confidence from (he quict of
The Niile party passsd ap the great stale- ) his volo 1 am nedrly 8 yoars ol And '
e of t} and precently balted before | otir Maudie hore, she |8—0, a dreadful sge:
the Inkeribed wooden door by which Lau- | 8he Is very, very old
T had entered the Temple of Evil befora {  “Youn would not Hke to dip® sugreated

| Gillen de Hetz, with a corlain soft Insinaa-

| }
the malids | tion

Far

\ Ado=py’ | 0, nn," =aid Margarei Douglas, "1 am
I|. the o epine to live lone and long—till everyoneg
| of L in the world lovea me, I am going to help

face | th evetyone o gel what they mog! Jesire \nd
touch he | vou konow 1 com, for 1 shall be very rich,

came 1o himself and Isoked about him withj And if what they say 12 inie, ar I mm

A sirangn and change In all '_|..-I- Princtess of Galloway, T shall ma and he

affect 1'-,r and movements of his hearl A very grent Jady., Dut 1 shall never marry

With the coming In of he maidens fears | &nyone who is not & hovipglas'”

avemed Uiterly to forsake him A clarity Thoe marshal nodded

of plirtoee, an alertuesa of braln, 8 strength “1 do not think that you shall marry -‘"‘"

of heart unknown before took 4he place of |@Ne who is not a Douglas,” he said, with a

the trembling bath of horror In which he |, il grave and not discouricous irony in

5  him tones,
had mwooned away | “yes ™ the Mttle mald want on. She had

twn |

t Was the sudden appenrance of
: oLt il il i ieali l].-.--* all fear In the wvery act of speech

white angels, walking fearlesa  and un=
o8, A 8 polng o marty Sholio
gcathed throueh the wrim dominiong of the | Ye#, and Maud is going : r‘ 5 bhwn 4
tord f Hell At they will e Bo happy or they love
10748 O 1 i
Inearnate good Bad somebow sntered the |V vl otlier =0 1 know 1L, Tor she told me sn
il i SRR AR R 2 1lvanieg fore . us {0 comp
hotse ‘of the demon, vinged’ thound It was tonight, Jual bef IT.. you sent for O romi
. to wour feast, That waa Kind of you to

In the slender
body, and owvil

periphery of @& ‘imalden’'s

- |1-».'110ml---r ur, though it wos past bedibime
resistiess and strong hefore,

4 But now. good marehal, you will send  us
el \.'n- d in the moment to lose half s back, will you not? Now, look kind te-
ot night. You will be glad afterward that you

-_— -

were good e two malds who never harmed
you, but would he ready to love you if you
were kind to them."

“Hush, Margaret.'” sald Mand
YL 1s useless to epenk =uch words to such

CHAPTER LIX,
The Sncerifice to Barran-Sathanas,

And as Laurence MacKim, ¢rouched in the Lindesay.

eried Maud Lindesay, Indignantly, and Lhen |

stopped, abastied at her own folly. Hut

little maid laughed merrily.

the

“Aha, " she sald, *1 caughl you that time
| in my trap You knew who Il was In my
dream, though 1 pever told vou, nor o

dim otcurity of the eurtpined doorway, =
looked forth, this iz what he saw: L e

Maud Lindesay and Muargare! Douglas af- The Marsbtl de Rete turncd sharply to

s ? P > her.
vanesd Into the eenter of the temple, where a
was w slab of white marble h-']in‘u the “Ah, he sald, with a eurious bits in i
floos As 1T by instinet 4he two maldens words, “'ihen, |||_v. young Iay, yo “'.J““
v TN 4 . ‘1 " i A ; (]

stopped thers atd stood hand in hand be- not love e, even iF | should st you go
fore the iron altar aund the vast shadowy “I should hate and ahominate you for ever
M ' I LAr e U il I A

and ever even If you helped mo Into Para-
dlee!” quoth Maud Lindesay, giving him
deflance In a full eye volley.

image which gloomed above them, and ap-
pearsd o reach forward in the act to clutch

q\‘ﬁ?%'{
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"1, LA MEFFRAYE, WILL GLOAT OVER EACH DROP OF DLOOD

soomied somehow a tle with home Ln that
horrible place in which they wers doomed
to ahida,

“(3ive me your hand, Maud, and tell on!"
gald little Margaret, nestling eleser to her
friend and laying her head agalnst her arm |
as she leaned on the low bedstead bealde
her. ]

Margaret was gowned In a white linen |
night-rall made lopg ago for the marshal's
danghter, 1ittle Marie de Retz, in the days
before the setting up of the Inron altar,
Catherine, his deserted wife, had been kind
to the kirls at Pousaugus and had given to
both of them artieles of garmenture
as they were sarely In need of

such

“Tell on—haste you,” commanded 1jt-
tle Margaret, with the {imperiousness of
loving chilidhond, nestding c¢loser as she
spoke. It helps me to forget. 1 can al-
mpost think when you arp speaking that we
are aranin at Thrieve and that If we looked
out of the window we should see the TDee
running by and hear Bholto Mae-
Kim drillipg his men out o the
courtyard. Why, Maudle, what 18 the
matier” T 4ld not menn to make you |-r_\.'_|

But it i= all 80 sweet o think upon in this

place. 0, Maudie, Maudie, what woulid you
glve to hear o whaup whistle?"
Then, drowing he Jf with  her hands

abour Maud's neck Into a eltting posltlion,
she took a kerchlef from under the plilow
and Aried hegr friend’s tears, murmuring tho
while: *Ah, do not ¢ry. Mand; my vision
will all ¢come trus, and you shall Indeed see
Ben Gavin and Thrieve—and everything. 1
was dreaming about it last night. Shall I
tall you ahout I, sweet Maud?™

Maud Lindesay did not reply, not having
recovered power over ber volee. Bo the lit-
tle mald of Galloway went! on unbldden,

“You, [ dreamed o gland drewm vester'een.

Shall I tell It you, all ool ali? I will
though you can tell stories far bellor
than . I
“"Methought that 1 and you—I1 niean
dear Maud, you and I—were sltiting  to- ]
gether In the glosmiing al the daor of a |
Hittle house up on edges of tHe moor- |

land, where the heather la prectlest and long-

vat And we were heppy. We wele walt
lng for some one. 1 shall not tell you who,
Maudis, but |f sou are good and slop ¢ry-
ing ‘you An  EUeAE. And  there wa
n ring on your finger, Maud
No, not Iike the old ones—not n
pretty ring lke those In your hox, yet you
loved 1t more than them &1 and  never |

stopped turning it about between your fiuger
and thumb.
“They had lot

you und the men

me come up to stay with
who had accompanied me

were drinking in the cluchun, As we xat

1 seemed 1o hear their loud chorus sounding !

up from the chunge houee, |
“And you lwtensd and sald, 'I wish he

would ¢ome. He is very long. 1t Is always |
long when he ls away Hut you never sald
who It was who wias Jlong away I shiall not
fell you, though 1 kihow "oriinps It was
old Jook Lacklands, who used to be capiain
of the guard, and perhaps grouting Peter
from the gate house by the ford. Bul, some-
how, 1 do not think sn Ah, that s bhetter!
Now, do not ery again! But lsten else 1
will not tell you any more, but go Lo elecp
ingtead, |

“Perhaps you 4o not wanl to bear the rest. |

Yet—it was such a pretty dreaw and of good |
01,

“You do want to hear? Well, then, be
goad!

“As we zal there we could hear the
bumblebees peurrying home, and every now

and then one of boom beetles would !

pail whirring e, We could hear the |
sheop crying below 1o the Hitle green mead-
the sulpe hleating
Lthe sky above their
‘It s all fuipLy,

the blg

Dast

and
up Ip

ows #p lonesomely
an answer
and

AwWny

healds yol sald g0
wanting him!*
“Then the wmalds b
miilkod
wo could feol the
like 1the scent of

chlllng

aws anl
., dnd

sught in i
wtapding al the gable end
amnl] of their breath swaoel
ihe flowers thuy had been l
jong., Then, witer awhile, |

them,

all day

| friend af that moment

THAT DISTILLS FROM YOUR NECK,”

‘Bo,' he sald calmly, “1 am indeed likely

to help you Into Paradise this very night
Thad i, unless St, Petiop of the keys niakea
up his mind that so outspoken and trick-

eome 4 mald had best take a few thousand
yoarg of purgatory—as It wore, en passant!™

A sudden lowering passion at this polnl
aliered his countennnee.

“No" he thundered, standing up erect
¥ from the pillar against which he had been
leamwing, and his whole voises and bearing
changing past description, *'It Is enough
listen! 1 will be brief with you, 1 bave
brought hath of you here that you may dis,

#f I sanpot expect of you that you will under-
a stand or appreciate my motives, which are

\ &3 indeed above the knowledge of children.
-~

This I 4 temple to a great god, and he de-
mandds the sacrifice of the poblest and most
innocent blood. 1 4o you the honor to be-
leve that 1t Is here do my hand. Also, your
deaths will cause a number of people, both
in Scotlund and elsewhere, 1o sit ensier in
thelp sedts, Lastly, I had eworn that you
ghould dle It your Iriends from Scotland
campe to tronble me. Thoy have come, and
Gilles de Retz keeps his word—as doth the
great master which he serveth!™

He bowed In the direction of
shadowy figure, which to Laurence's eye
appeared to turn towsrd hig nlehe with a
leer, as If to say, “'ldsten to him! What a
fool he is!™

The malds stood silent, not comprehending
aught save that they were to die. Then sud-
denly Gilles de Retz crled out in his loudest
military tones, “Henrlet, Toltou, De Sllle,
bind these maldens upon the iron altar that
Barran-Sathanas may feed his eyes on their
beauty and rejolcel™

And as they stood motlonless upon the
squnre of white marble the servilors came
forward and led them te the great altar of

the vast

“And he asked If you bad missed him and
you made a algn to me not to epeak, just as
you used to do at Castle Thrleve, and
sald: *No. not a litle hit. Margaret and
I ware quite happy together, We hoped
you would nol come back at all this night,
for then we could have slept together.'

Maud Lindesay drew a long soft breath
and looked out of the window of the Whitle
tower into the dark.

“That Is a sweel dream,'
“Ah! would that it weras
Sholto—1""

She broke off ghort agaln, for
clapped ber hands gleefully. "You said it!
You siid 1t!" she ceried. “You callesl him
Sholto. Now I know, and T am so glad, for
he is nearly as good to play with as you,
And 1 shall not mind him a bit!"

She broke off short in her turn, seelng
something In her friend's face,

she murmured.
true and that

the maid

“Why are you suddenly grown so sead,
Muudie?"" she askoed,

“It eame to me, dear Margaret,"” sald
Maud, " how that we are but two helpless

milds In a dreadful place without a friend.
Let us siy a prayer to God to keep us''

Then Margaret Douglas turned and knelt
with her face to the pilllow and her small
hunds clasped In front of her.

“Lend me your sllver crogs,” she sald.
"I lent the lttle gold one that was Wil-
llam's to the Lady Sybille, and she hath not
given it bhack agaln.'

Maud returned her the cross and she took
It and held it In the palm of her hands,
Iooking loug at it. Then she repeated ope
by one the children's orisons she had been
taught wnd after that she mude a little
praver of her own. This |8 the prayer:

“Lord of mercy, be good to two malda
who are lonely and weak, and shul up in this
place of evil men.
eouls and our bodles from harm. Make us
not afrald of the dark or of the devil.
Thou art the stronger. And deo not forget
to be near us this night, for we have po
othér friend, and sorely do we need one to
]Il\-" -.l-‘l

It was trie,

dellver us. Amen.”

More bitterly than any twe

jron. They Mfted the maldens up and lald
their bodles crosswlze upon the vast grid,
the bars of which were as thick as a4 mun's
arm, arranging them so that their heads
hung without support over the bar next the
shadowy lmage,

Ag they bound them rudely hand and foot
the long and beautiful halr of Maud Linde-
say escaped from its fasteningas and fell
down till It reached the great bath of red

them. After the first check in his hideous
incantations Gilles de Retyr had returned to
his own chamber, In which, after his exit,
the light gleamed brighter and more flercely
red than ever. As the maldens stood on the
murble square La Melfraye went to the door
and <¢alled pertain words within, some
message which Laurence could not hear.
Then, with: an assured ecarriage

and

haughty stride, came forth the marshal, his | porphyry which extendea underneath the
gray halr and blue-black beard In strong | whole length of the altar of iron,
contrust with his huggard, corpse-like face, Then through all the Temple of Evil

| there ensupd ailence., Not a sob or a moan
egraped from the doomed maldens, and the
feet of the aesistants fell allent and soft as
the paws of will beasts upon the <bon floor.

from which the momentary glow of yputh
hulf-restored had already faded, as fades a
footprint upon wet sand,

Gilles de Sille and Poiton bowed sllently

before him ns men whoe have done their i(Te bp Continued.)
| commissions and who rotire to await fur- Ol"I:_6P THE 7(] “i’".\' ARY.
ther orders, But La Meffraye stood her

Keep our lives and our |

For |

in the whole world theso maldens neaded g |

For scarcely had the

childish  aeconts been lost In  the night
eilence when the outer door of the white
tower was thrown open to the wall and on

{ the stepn of the turret stairs they heurd the
L NoisE

of men coming upward (o their prisoa
FoGa,

But first, though the inner door of thel:
chamber was locked within, the bolts glided
hack apparently of their own accord It
opened and the hldeous face of La Meffrave
looked du upon them with a cackle of flend-
ish lsughter.

Come, sw

eried
lamped
away.

e

maldens,” she

friglitenod girls

Lial, “‘eormme

glee-
each
The
hath
The
Suwe
The

fully, as the
other closer upon the
Muarghal Hetz oalls for
nedd of vour bheasuly to grace his £
lights of the banguet burn in his
the light shine upen the mnight
trecs are with it The sliles are
All s Come—up—make you
selvie fair for the aves of the great lorgd 1o
TRITAG

Then Lehipd La Meffrave
de Eille and FPollow, the
“"Muka ready In haste

de Vo,

Bus
red

red.

red,

entered Gilles
marshal’'s servants.
yuu are bath to go

Instautly before my lord, who abides your
voming!" sald Gilles de Sille *“Foltoy and
I will walt without the door and La Mefiraye
| hero shall e your tirewoman and seo that
you have that which you need. But hasten,
for my lord cannol be kept walting!™
L] L] . . . - -
S0 they brought 1he BScotlish maldens
down fromw the White tower lnto the nlght.
They walked hand o bhand Thelr stops
fid uot falter, and as they weat they priayed

to God 1o keep them from the daagers of the

bl s wsturoe, the slie wolf, who must have
Kept gusrd bepeath, stalked before them,
and bLebhind them they seemed to hear the

| hobbling eruteh ang cackling laughler of La

Mullraye
Across the wide courtyard they went, It

| Jaughtes New York legislature requiring that in eem-
llva de Retz slopped at the eorner ol ;lll'li‘lb re there “.- :r-.“' = nllnl i U|,'-.:'|l r:r«; !
he iy f . wirlals & year moriuaries iy esiabilahes
:"' platform_and I”'}'_I 4 ‘h"lg A ,\'lel '”__“I where badles suay be kept untll thore are
Margaret, whore they stood on the great | oo iciakable signs of decay, Gerinany has
central sguare of marble. Iy was the Nidle | o similar law and actlon of the sume ng

sround,

“Hore are the dalnty maids from the far
land; no begzars' brats are they. Nostrays
and plekings from the streets—no, nor yet

Malleable piass 1s wow used in fill decayed
teoth,

Barthenware sleepers are in use on some
of the Japanese rillroads,

|
=iy village Innocents who follow La| Soveral New York bakers wers fined $26
Meffraye from the play fields through the | each for wvioluting the sanilary bakeshop
woodlands to the paradise of our Lord laws,
Gilles! Hasten nol the joy! Let these Sinee the Introduction of pneumatie rnl:lh-
Ak . 8 . s Lo Abs muany o ]
pearls of youth and besuteousuess dle fo- | Per ¢ires on the Londom ¢abs miin f 1h

cab horses wedr large Swiss cowbells on
tholr necks,

In aucordance with the terms of his will
Reuben J. Smith, who dled at Amesbury,
Mass,, recemtly, I8 do be buried in @
tomh recently completed, the body bolng

deed, but let them die slowly and deliciously.
And in the last blood of an anclent race let
our master bathe and find the new life he
Hear wus, O Barran-Sathaoas#, and
t our prayer!'

BLOkS,

o : o . itting position, the
Then La Meffraye npproached the malds | placed In a_"h“l" I“_a 8

atd would have touched the dress of the ':‘::.'!' ‘;i{qltrlhv‘lth‘]’lllb belng thon locked and the

“m", Margaret, as :f_ 0, order it MOTe | gmy bontwomen of Chinae have no moeed to

daintlly for the pleasing of her master's | agiige for women's rights—they poseess

eye. Hut Maud Lindesay thrust her aslde | ¢hem, The boatwomaen, whether she be a

like an uncvlean thing. gingle woman or a wife or a widow, Is the

Wherent Le Meffraye laughed (i1l her | head of the house—that i!: t;‘: H;u'. ]o: l:‘tu'
uaty black clog PR ils hoat, If she g married the husband takes
m‘—:t;! bla k lln.lk- ||I|I\¢I!u| and 1:11.«1!;:.!_ tho useful but snbordinate place of deck

Ah, my proud lady, she sald, “in 8 |yond or bow oarsman., She does the steer-
little, In a wvery little, you, ton, will bo | jne makes bargains with the passengers,
calllng upon La Mefiraye to save you, 10| ecollcets the money, buys supplics and In
pity you. DBut I, Ly Meffraye, will gloat | general lords it over {-'.'t-r_\l‘lhulu,
aver each drop of blood that distills from Ioes anyone know the ur.gln.af‘ 1_]}» BUDBT >
your white neck Aha, you shall change stition that ii”mft‘!l“ﬂ ;0 1th‘ 9‘"'-‘-“8 of Fl!‘r‘

S o TPt 7 HEE L erlcket on the besith the ocontinuasnce o
yvour tone when at the while throat spple :;.'ru'nl luck’ t» the houschold? Perhaps it

which vour swecetheart would have loved 10 | has traveled to us all the way from Japan,

kigs, you feel the bite of the sharp, slow | touching Eogland on the way, for Lafeadio
knife. Then you will not thrust aside La|Heamn in his "Exotlcs and Rotrospective
Meffravs, Then vou shall ery und none ehall | tells ua wonderful and entertainimg things
- ass j YOG S € DA of how for generations the Japanese have
pity. Then she will spurn you [rom her made & custom of keeplug siuging insects In
knees' the house. To them these insccts sre what

“Out!" said Gilles de Retz, briefly, and | the Hnnet, the thrush, the candry bird or
liko some Inforlor implng devilkin before the | the nightingale are to other nations that

have vot so much to learn from Jupan,

The fear of being  buried  allve hatints
many people, and wbile authenticated ppses
of wuch burid) are few, B does happen and
there are sometimes occbsjonally narrow e
ca e A bl hus been incroduced into the

greatl master of evil, La Meffraye retreated,

| to the doorway of the marshal's
ser, where she crouched, noddlug and
chuckling and mumbling Inaudible words

mingling them ever with ber dry, ocackling

mald wlio spokie fret,

t6 belng urged o Eungland, Tie chaor

TONY PASTOR
Hue o Few Words e Say Abount *'1fyomel.”
It will pay you to reqd the opinioh of
this well Xnown actor and manager regard-

ling the New Treatment for diseases of the

roes Ir,!:_;'.-.[ ¥ orguans

New Yonrk Ciry,
Rept. 20, 1897,

R. T. BOOTH €0,
Diarn Strs—One may live
without *‘Ilyomei,” but one

cannot live truly happy with-
ont it. So far as 1 know, it
ig the only remedy that posi-
tively enres catarrh and ' kin-

dred diseases and prevents
colds, It has been invaluable

to me, for in my work muech
depends on my freedom from
colds,

-\

Did yon ever notice that, In spite of all
the wanderful ¢lalms made by Catarrh
speelalista and manufacturers. not one of
them dare guarantos thelr treatment? “HY -
OMRE™ 18 GUARANTEED because it Is
atknowledged by the physlelans to be tho
only known cure for Catarch, DBronchitis
and Consumption.
1t i5 guarantoed because wa do not wish
to thke ¥our money unless it does cure.
Send for folder and “'Story of Hyomel,"'
Price: Trial Outfit, 25¢; Regular
Outfits, $1,00; Extra Bottles, 50c.
Hyomei Balm. 25¢, Hyomei Guars
anteed Dyspepsia Cure, 50c. All
druggists, or sent by mail,

THE R. T. IOOTH CO.,
Auditorium Bullding, Chicago,

‘Strong Drinkis
AL

Death

A, i

ol v
DR, CHARCOT'S TONIC TABLETS
810 the only positively guaranteed remedy for the
Driuk Habil, Nervoianess and Meldncholy caused
by strong diink
WEGUARANTEE FOUR BOXES
B0 Ol ANy case with s positive wrllten guar-
nntee aor refund the maoney, and Lo destroy the
appotite for Intoxieatihg Nauors,
THE TABLETS CAN RY GIVEN WITHOUT
KNOWLEDGE OF THE PATIENT.
STHU "G nqﬂx caunes Misory, Poverty
. AR nnd Death, “Upon recelpt
<0 S0, wie will sl you four [IN boxes nnd pagl-
o wrliten wrnntes 10 ours or refand
FouUrmoney, Singl hovis gg00
Meyers, Dillon Dreng Co, Sole Agents
1Gth nnd Fornam. Omahna, Neb,

A safe and powerful remedy for fu ctionall
wroubles, delay, pain, and irregularities, is

v e o . Bk uy a0 d
W APTOLENET

N NG AROTEA YT, e
Successfully prescribed hy the highiest Medical

Special 'rica .00 for g capsules,  Bald by all
Drugglsty, or Post fiee. 1% 0. Tiox scly, N. ¥

OPIUM

HABIT. A new guaranteed

\.\.‘ﬂllh‘nll anid snfe Dome cure,
Vholly different from nll
athors. Positlvely no Intepference with work
or business. Hoond for Fre&é Sample and book

Dr. Purdy, 0. Bipz BIOg., Houston. Texas,

~ Patronize
Home Industries

By Farchusing Goods Made ut the Fals
lowing Sebruska Facleries:

—

FLOUR MILLS,
s K. iil;i‘l:\ﬁ.

“Dear mossire,” she sald, sweetly and al- | premature burial are, of coursr, exceediogly Flour, Meal, Feed, Bran, 1013-16-1T North
mont confidently, “you have & lttle girl of | slight, but n suppcged ouse Wus reported a | 17th street. mahn, Nen, C. K Bledk.
vour own. 1 know . for 1 have play fow dnys since from Wisconsin. A woman, | Manager. Telephone G,
her 1 loyve her, Thorsfore you will not who supposedly disd n week or t}u-l’l‘ pRo | === YT e ——
hurt us. 1 am sure you will nol hurt us, | 8% Marion. U, hag not beea buried yet be- 02 C

cause of the fallure of the hody to sliew the

| You are golng to mend us back in-a sbip to full evidences of dogth A young man wt

| our own country, hecause it lx lonely here Sturgecn Pay, Wie, who was thought 1o be

whero Maud and 1 konow oo one!* desd. wae wing wosbed by the ubndertaker
The marshal smiled upon ber his inscriu- ' when he suddenly came to lfe.

Absolute purity is the
chief ornament of this
fame-crowned beer,

! ’ BREW i
VAL BEATZ BRSO

For Sale by Foley Bres, Wholesale
Dealers, 1412 Douglas Strest. Omaha,
Neb. Tel, 1081

DAVIS & COWUILL, IHON WORMKS,
tron and Brass Founders.
Meuufacturers and Jublers . Machinery.
QGenpernl repalring a gpeclalty, 1601, 1603
and 1605 Jacksop street, Omaha, Neb.

LINSEED 0lL.
WOODMAN LINSEED OFL WORKS,
Manufacturers old process raw loseed
aoll, kettle bolled loseed of), old process
ground llnsfod cakes, groyud and screened
flaxseed for drugglsts. OMAHA, NEB

BREWERIES,
OMAKLA DRIEWING ASSOCIATION,
Curlond shipmeuts made In OUr OWD rés
friserator cura. Blue Kibbon, Elite Expore,

Viennn Ezport and Family Export delly-

ered to all parts of the city

—— . —
BOILERS

OMAHA BOILEKR WORKS,
JOHIN B, LGWREY. Prop.
Bollers. Tunky and Bleel lron Work
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