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Commissnry Gepernl Egan wants
General Miles to explain and General
Miles turns up his Roman nose. When
will this eruel war be over?

Governor-elect Roosevelt 1s wrestling
with the most perplexing problem of
lis life. In filling the state offices he
Is expected to fit a bunch of political
square pegs Into round holes,

Chleago’s charter makers propose to
fix the term of the mayor at four years
and make him ineligible to an Immed!
ate second terfn. The ldean of n one-
term municipal executlve s by no
means original with Chliecago, but the
experiment remains to be tried.

The United States, nt o great cost of
money and still more preclous lives, has
given the Cubans a Christmas present
beyond computation in money—liberty.
With the gift goes the gincere wish
the reciplents will know how to use it
that It may Le a blessing for all time

to come.
—

Judge Day explodes the story that
the peace commissioners or any of them
are to recelve $100,000 each for their
services. Now that this absurd story
haa served thelr purpose the sensatlon-
allsts will probably Incubate another
in which there I8 no greater element
of truth,

Judge Day announces that his polit-
fcal career I8 ended and that from now
on he will devote his time to hds pro-
fesslon, The game of high politics is
too expensive for an honest wan to play
at unless he elther has means of his
own or ia wiuing to sacrifice the fu-
ture for the sake of honors.

It Is one thing to project rallroads
and another thing to bulld them, Alr
lHine paper rallroads operated by wind |
power, reachlug fromm nowhere to no-
where, have been projected from Omaha |
to the Gulf and from Omaha to Alaska
time and agaln, but they have never
raised the value of real estate or added
to the volume of Its business,

e e —

The tempers of the Spanish and Cu-
bans In Havana appear to be set on
a halr trigger, making the slightest un.
pleasant incldent the signal for a fu-
slllade of rifie shots. The position of
those in authority during the next twu!
weeks I8 pnot an enviable one. and If'
serlous disorders are avolded they will |
certainly be entitled to praise,

If you have been a little slow In re-
celving your Cbristmas presents for- |
warded through the mall do not grumble |
at the postal department, whose em.
ployes have done the best they ean,
Just charge the delay up to General |
I'rosperity, who has enabled so many
people to send presents thls year that
the postal department has been |
swamped.

|

The ounly hope for the future which
the fuslon leaders pretend to see is
that the coming republican législature '
will be as extravagant and ldle as {ts!
popullst predecessors. It would In-
deed be a calamMy if Nebraska voters
were compelled to march under polit-
lcal banners whose only claim for al-
legiance was the cry, *“T'he other fellow
{8 just as bad as I am.” Wil the re-
publican legislature by Its acts reduce
the voter to such a cholce? The mem-
bers of that body can open up a good,
broad highway to republican success
in the future, paved with good works
instead of good intentlons, and The Bee
belleves they will,

The Nicamugua Canal commisslon is
uot by any means certain as to the cor-
rectness of Its estimate of the cost otI
the diteh. While the report places the'
fgure at  §135.000,000, the members |
frankly state there are 80 many con.|
tingencies due *to climatic and other
conditions which canuot be guarded
agulpst, such as earthquakes and epl-
demics among the laborers. Manifestly
the successful completion of the eanal
cannot be reckoned on by private en- |
terprige unless it enters upon the task
with a guaranty of financlal backing
by the Unlted States. But If Uncle
Sam Is to furnlsh the sincws of war, |
the only safe course to pursue Is gov-
ernment wmnhig l

. ' that

ABRI.GATE THE TREATY.

Trustworthy Information from Wash-
Ington I8 to the effect that no steps have
yot been taken looking to negotintions
for the modification or abrogation of the
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, but late advices
from London indleate that the subject
is commanding some attention from the
British government and it Is intimated
that there I8 a strong disposition to
nceede to the wishes of the United Statea
In the matter. This, however, 18 ques-
tionable, unless this country ls preparce
o make some Important concessions,
One report states that the canal ques-
tion has entered Into the discussions of
the Anglo-Ameriean commission and It
is Iwlieved that reclprocity with Canada
18 the price named for compliance of the
Britieh government with the wish of the
United States  regarding the treaty.
This 18 not altogether Improbable,
though it would be an extraordinary
course to pursue. The opinion is also
held In Washington that Great Britain
does not really care much about the
trenty and woald be perfectly willing
‘o let the Unlted States bear the ex-
pense and trouble of constructing the
Nlearagna ecanal and maintailning it
alone for the benefit of Britlsh shipping.

The Initintive In anything that may
be done lles with our government and
whenever It ghall be declded to propose
nego:intions they undoubtedly will look
to the abrogation of the treaty. Noth-
Ing less will be satisfactory to the coun-
try, it belng unquestlonably the prac-
tically upanimous sentiment of the
Americun people that this arrangement,
entered into nearly half a century ago,
under clreumstances and conditions en-

tirely different from those now existing, |

should be annulled, It may be admitted
when the Clayton-Bulwer treaty
was negotiated there was mutual ad-
vantage, but 1t I8 held, at least on the
part of the United States, that this s
not the case now, At all events, the
treaty has been a source of more or less
Irriiatlng controversy and is lkely to
continue to be so long as it remains in
effect. Thus It is a menace to the
friendly relations between the two coun-
tries, which Great Britain appears to be
more auxious than ever before to pre-
serve and strengthen. It Is this att-
tude of the British government that
gives rise to the bellef that It will as-
sent to the abrogation of the treaty and
thereby remove an lmpediment to the
construction by the United States of
an Isthmian ecanal.

The vital polut Is in regard to neu-
tralizing the canal, so 'that It should be
open to the ships of all nations In peace
and in war, This was the maln purpose
of the treaty and it is certainly a goed
denl to nsk of Great Britaln that she
surrender {t. Btill she may be willing
to do so with a view to strengthening
the bond of friendship between the two
countries, trusting to the United States
to recognize the international custom as
exemplified in the Suez canal, The lm-
portance of this matier is fully appre-
clated In both countries and there ls
reason to expect an amicable and satis-
factory settlement at no distant day,

p——

FUTURE OF THE CHINESE EMPIRE,

It would be well for American states-
men to study the views of the statesmen
of Japan In regard to the future of the
Chinese empire, These men, who have
brought Japan Into a falr state of mod-
ern civilization and who have carefully
sgtudied Chinese character, do not give
an encouraging view of the position
and prospects of China. The prevalling
view of the statesmen of Japan appears
to be that the Chinese empire |s past
saving ns a united and enduring
independent country. They think
that the great hulk must break
up or fall under outside domina-
tion. The Chinese are too nu-
merous and thelr country too vast to be
reached early enough by the agencles
which might revive the power and
quicken the life of the natioms This
view finds support In the Indifference
of the Chinese, even of the governing
class, In one province or part of the
empire, to what happens In other por-
tions. A very large part of the Chinese
people knew nothing whatever of the
war with Japan,

The future of this vast empire, with-
its swarming milllons of people, I8 cer-
tainly A matter worthy of the most
serlous conslderation of the civilizea
world and Americans may well concern
themselves with the question as to what
part this country Is to play In shaping
that future. That we cannot be wholly
indifferent to it 18 certain. Oue com-
mercial Interests forbid that. But to
what extent we may safely go In shap.
ing the political destiny of the Chinese
empire I8 n question for earnest con-
sideration, If the view I8 correct that
Chinn 18 Inevitably doomed to partition
and outside dominathon, shall this be
left to the accomplishment of the pow-
ers of Europe or will the Unlted States
become a party to it? The expansion
policy ypon which this country has en-
tered sfems to unmistakably polnt to
the possibility of our occupation, sooner
or later, of Chinese territory. This
seems the logieal outconve of territorlal
acquisition in the far east,

GOLD AND PAPER CURRENCY.

Last SBaturday the gold reserve of the
treasury reached the highest point in
the financlal history of the country, the
amount belng nearly $247,000,000, It is
stated that the treasury is experiencing

( Some embarrasswent from the surplus

of gold and the scarcity of paper. A
Washington dispateh says that the
treasurer at New York finds the re-
sources of his clerieal force taxed to
the utmost in counting, sorting and test-
ing the quantities of gold which dally
reach the sub-treasury. Even the treas-
ury at Washington has recently been
swamped with gold from the local
banks, which have been orderod by
their correspondents to make deposits
in return for shipments of currency. On
the otber hand the paper currency has
shrunk to the parrowest limits and the
treasury would be helpless to meet the
demand for small votes If the crop-
moving season were not practically over.
Every elfort on the part of the treasury
to unload gold upon the banks recelves
prompt retalintion by the payment of
the gold back into the treasury for cus-
toms. The proportlon of gold Included
in the custom paywent bhas twice re-
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| contly reached 80 per cent of the total [mnomlnn Is ratified by January 2 by

payments,

The situntion s sald to have strength-
ened sentiment in favor of more paper
currency, on the ground that paper I8
more aeceptable to the agricultural pro-
duocers than metallle money and.it Is
apprehended that the treasury will ve
no better equipped, when crups are to
be moved next autumn, for supplying
paper currency, than It {8 at present.
Gold |s likely to contlnue to come Into
the country In settlement of the grent
trade balance, and even if there were
not actunl net imports the domestic pro-
duction of the Unlted States would keep
the mints busy converting new bulllon
into coin for deposit in the treasury,
While this imdoubtedly strengthens the
currency condition of the country, 1t I=
the opinion In some quarters that 1t will
so diminish the necessary supply or
paper that eerlous stringency will oe-
| cur. It seems to us that this condition

i furpisliee & most togent arguorént for
the retention of the legnl tender notes
as a part of the curreney. It may also
be o good reason for legislation that will
permit the banks to Increase thelir 188ues
on a bunels other than the avallable
bond supply, as proposed in the cur-
rency blll reported from the house com-
mittee on banking and currency, but
manifestly this is no time to agitave
the retirement of the government notes,
as even the most radical of the currenoy
| reformers must see. If there Is danger
i under present circumstances of a strin-
gency in the supply of paper money,
| what assurance could be given that the
| country would be better safeguarded
{ against such a contingency if the banks
| were given a monopoly of the paper
! eurrency ?

Meanwhile, much good Is llkely to re-
sult from the people becoming Mmore
famillar with the use of gold In daily
business operations, The eduecational
effect of such an experience cannot fall
to be of great value,

DECIDEDLY OPTIMISTIC,
Although President McKinley has not
yet completed one-half of his first term,
political weather prophets at the opa-
tional capital are already making fore-
casts of the electoral votes McKinley
is sura to reéceive in 1900, The popular

his recent tour of the south have left
a ralnbow Impresslon on the political
horoscope which Is Interpreted as In-
suring for him the votes of at least five
southern states In the next electoral
college.

Republicans who have banked on
southern states In past presidential cou-
tests are, however, not likely to be de-
celved by such alluring pictures. Other
republican presidents have extended the
olive branch Iin the same directlon, but
falled to reconcile the rock-rooted
democracy of that section sufficiently
to break the solid south. Other presi-
dents might have been Intoxicated by
the Incense poured out when they set
foot upon the mcred soil.
Grant exhibited the most generous dis-
position toward she wayward sisters
not only at Appomattox but at every
stage of his presidential career, but for
all that falled lamentably In every er-
fort to capture the electoral vote of the
south excepting in the states where the
negroes' votes were counted. The ex-
ample set by Geneml Grant was emu-
lated by every republican occupant of
the white house, but no republican can-
didate bas ever been able to place ae-
pendence upon any state that belonged
to the confederacy.

The true Index of the sentiment In
those states may be found In the con-
dithon attached to the promised political
conversion, namely the elimipation of
the race question. It Is the fear of
negro domination, we are told, which

bama, Louisiana, North Carolina and
Virginia from swinfing into the re
publican column. But how ls the re-
publican party to guamantes that the
negro shall be barred from the ballot
box?! Oould any republican candidate
who courted support on such conditions
in Georgia, Alabama or Virginia carry
Ohlo, Massachusetts or- New York?
What would be the difference between
democrats and republicans if the car-
dinal principle of political equality
maintained by a free ballot were aban-
doved by the republican party? What

licans who seek no spolls of office and
have no other Interest iu party success
than the desire to give vital effect to
the principles for which the party has
stood from [ts iception to the present
day?

As a matter of fact the political fore-
casters are decidedly optimistic abont
the lasting effect of the pyrotechnice
outburst during the recent presidential
tour of the south upon the outcome of
the campaign of 1900,

e ——

The coming legislature will be asked
o make a liberal appropriation for ag-
ricultural experiment stations, to be
under the control and management of
the Blate Board of Agriculture.

has been In successful
several years and the state recelves
much free advertising on account of .
It should be borne in mind, however,
that the Kansas State Board of Agri-
culture bas always bad something to
{ show for the money appropriated, its
annual reports belng models of sta-
tistical information and invaluable ad-
Juncts In developing and advertising
the resources of the Bunflower state,
The reports published by the Nebraska
board are not much better than last
year's almanac. [If any considerable
amount of money s to be voted away
for experimental stations under control
of the State Board of Agriculture the
condition precedent should be a thor-
ough reorganization of the board upon
lines that will make that body ac-
countable for every dollar it disburses.
The people of Nebraska are not in a
bumor to have their taxes increased
without an assurance of value received
for their mouney.
—

Two Pacific cable syndicates have
locked borps. One clalms to hold an
exclusive coocession granted by the
Hawallan provisional government be-
| fore It snufled ftself out, Unless this

ovations tendered the president during '

General |

prevents such states as Georgia, Ala- '

would be the rallylng polut for repub-

It is |
pointed out that in Kansas this plan |
operation for

!

the United Rtates through the Htate
department it will remalo a dead letter,
1t Is to be hoped the exclusive cable
concession will be allowel to explre.
There |8 cerminly no good reason why
any private syndicate should be given
exclusive eable privileges In Hawall or
any other part of the United States,
If the projected Hawallan cable s a
purely comwmerclal venwure, the right of
way should be open to all competitors.
If 1t I8 1o be supported by the govern-
ment, It should be bullt and operated
by the government. This would by no
meaus be the first ocean cable laid by
the United States government. The
first cables lald on the Atlantic sea-
board were owned and operated by the
government. This precedent was estab-
lished In 1862 and 1803 apd there Is
no good reasonm why It should not be
followed in 1800 or 1000,
————

General Merritt, who Is just now rus.
tieating with his bride In Chicago, ae-
clared to a reporter that the Filipinos
are unflt for self-government at this
time and quotes In support of his view
the assertion of a rich Belginn resident
of Manlla that he would Le forced to
leave that city If ks government rwera
surrendered to Aguinnldo and the na-
tives. General Merritt Is doubtless emi-
i nently correct. «But the question 1s,
Why should the United States be ex-
pected to maintain an army and carry
on milltary government In the I'hilip-
pines for the protection and benefit of
400 or MO residents from forelgn coun-
tries, In whose welfare the United States
has no direct luterest?

Nobraska s in good condition to keep
up with the prosperity procession dur-
ing the year just about to commence,
An unusunl amount of small graln was
sown Inst fall and the snows have kept
it In splendid condition. The ground
Is nlso In shape to give spring crops a
good start. Get out of the way of Ne-
braska, for It has struck Its old-time
galt, has the pole and Is coming down
the #iretch without a skip at a pace
which cannot be headed,

e —
Bmoked Laurels of Fame,
Phlladelshia Record.

after him. In this connectlon It would be

Interesting to know If those of his colleagues |

mixed up In certain stock have been sugar-
cured.

The Ilmperinl Style,
Detroit Free Preass.

It is estimated that a standing army of
100,000, with our annual pension blll, wiil
make the mllitary establshment of the
United Statea the most costly in the world,
In otheér words, the United States will take
its rightful imperial place among the mill-
tary expenditures of the globe,

Complimentary to Judge Baker,
Burt County Herald,

Judge Baker in closlng this term of court
has left a record that Is entirely aatisfac-
tory 10 the county and a credit to himself.
If the judge ever wants any votes from here
for anythlong they will only be gauged by
the number In the county. No one has ever
given better satisfactlon on the bench than
Judge Baker huﬁtﬁ thie county.

Modesty Chastened by Fire,
. Chicazo Tribune.

The modesty of the Btandard Oll company
implled in the burning of Its books Is a8
Impreasive as It s
people’'s feclings, It {s evident it did not
wish to excite envious feelings in the breasts
of its nelghbors by exposing its profits to
the rest of the world or do anything to pro-
mote class distinctions among those sup-
porting the government.

Dual Janmary UGales.
New York Mall and Express,

As both Bryan of Nebraska and Bulzer of
Washington and the east eide are to appear
at the Jackson banguet in Chlcago on Jan-
vary 7 and at a similar function in Omaha
on January 9, Chicago assumes that Bryan
wishes Bulzer for a rununing mate in 1900.
Lot us correct that lmpression before It
spreads further. IL is Bulzer who wishes
Bryan for & running mate. Justice must be
done, thougr the heavens fall.

A Jarring Suggestion.
Chlcago Chronlicle.
Our English friends, it appears, are
gradually coming to the conclusion that It

will be just as well to consent to the abroga- '
tion of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, seelng '

, that It Is llkely to be abrogated whether
they conment or npot. But the London
Chronlcle probably expresseés English sent!-
ment when it insists that Lord Sallsbury
“ought to get some concesslon in return for
consenting to the abrogation.” This is the
true spirit of thrift, but does It not jar
somewhat upon the sentlment of Anglo-
Baxon unity? Is it not rather selfish than
brotherly—something llke the dlctum of
that economlc sage and phllosopher, Mr.
Bamuel W. Alerton,. "“Don’t never de
somethin’ for nothin’?"

UNTRAINED DIPLOMATS,

Neceasity for Developing a Profes-
slonal Consular Service,
Kansas Cily Star.

If the United Btates 18 to seek the world's
markets It will have to go forth after the
busineas, and, It it reaches out for the wider
commerce, there will have to be a regular
consular service, and If a professional con-
sular service Is needed, therefrom should

experienced diplomatic service. The people
have recently discovered thal a professional
ermy Is far beiter than an amateur army,
and there's pothing mew about {it, either.
All the private successes In this land are
the work of regular farmers and merchants
and manufacturers. Amateurs have no
place in medicine, law, finance or even In
| politics. On the other hand, untrained dip-
l lomats have been the rule.

A natlonal senator has had a ham named '

FREE ADVICE TO LEGISLATURE. |
O'Nelll Frontler: The incoming legisla-
ture wlll endear Aitlseif to the people
of the wate If It will do away with all
sinecure joba around the state capitol. And
we belleve that it will do It

Blair Pliot: If the next state logislature
does s full duty, remembering fully the
platform in the reduction of salaries, ex-
penses and needed reformae, Nebrasha will
swing back into republican line for the next
quarter of a century,

Holdrege Citlzen: We want {o see a short
busineaslike sesalon of the leglelature and
the number of clerka kept down as |
aa poasible with the prompt dlapu:ch't
business. The legislutors should get down
to business and keep steadily at it till they
got thelr work done snd then they can go
home to thelr constituents with a clean
record and a clear conscience.

Falrmont Chronlcle: It s well known
that the statute books of Nebraska are lum-
bered up with a lot of useless laws that
never were sustained by public semtiment
and are forgotten by those whose duty It ia
to wee that the lawe are snforced. On this
account the next leglsisiure should do s me
“weedlag ott” rather than to pass more
lawa for which there Is no public demand.

Lyons 8un: The last "'reform" menate of
1697 had on it@ pay roll seventeon clerks of
standing committees who had ne duties to
perform. Bome of the clerks held down
Jobs In the city at the same time, some at-
'lendod school while they were drawing $8
per day from the state, and some were just
common loafers who made no Improvement
of thelr time. We hope the coming repub-
llean sonate will keep the pay rolls at a
minimum. The future of the party in the
stats dopends upon the record which the
leglalature will make.

North Platte Tribune: As Is usually the
case, there will be many applications for
the positions of janitor, custodian, mea-
sengors; pages, ete., in the coming session of
the legisiature. It is truly remarkable how
many persons thers are who desire these
temporary and, on the whole, poor-paying
poaitions; and by reason of the swarm of
applilcants many nore are employed than
are really necessary, each leglslitor wish-
Ing to accommodate as many of his friends
as possible, The incoming leglslature should
cut down the number of employes to a
minimum and thus lessen the expense of

Osceola Record: The logislature can glve
the taxpayers a practical demonstration of
real reform this winter by outting off a
large number of employes in the etate
house and In state {nstitutions, but ¥t ahould |
begin the good work by seeing that the
usual large army of hangerson Are not
placed on the pay rolla as employes of the
legislature. There has not been a session
of the legislature for years and probably
never In the history of the state that about
two or three thmes as many people are not
put on thes pay roll, with soft berths, as are
needed. Reforms, llke charity, should be-
gin at home and If the leglslature starta
out with {taelf and ends up with the state

conslderate of other |

spring and becume established a tralned and |

institutions thousands of dollars can be saved
to the state.

Nlobrara Ploneer: The republican legls-
| Isture has an opportunity during the com-
, ing sesslon to redesm the party. On the
record made this winter will depend the
future suocess of the state ticket two years
hence. The redemption of character in the
party must come from outside the old of-
fice-seeking class and probably between
Benator Thurston and Mr. Melkiejohn jobs
within the new possessions may be found
for a large number of this class of party
soreechers. A bold step for the bettenment
of the party was taken last fall and if the
good feeling then existing can be main-
tained by decent treatment and good legls-
lation, the Pioneer stes no obstacle in the
way of party suocess in Nebraska, But
the old methods must be laid aside.

Tecumseh Chifetaln: The Utwenty-sixth
sészion of the Nebraska legislature will con-
vene in Ldncoln one week from next Tues-
day. The republicans will bs In the ma-
Jority in both houses and will be in a posi-

the aession. !

tion to outline and control all legislation
that may be ensocted. The future of the
party depends largely on the wisdom and .
discretion whioh the republican legislators
exhibit in the discharge of thelr duties. 1If
they adopt a judicious system In the curtall-
ment of unnecessi’y expenses, dlspense with |
uselesa employes, keep the appropriations
down to the lowost possible notch conalst- |
ent with the absolute nDeeds of the several |
departments, repeal all laws that were en- '
ucted for the sole purpose of creating moft
enaps for pet politicians, ensct such new
laws as there is recogmized public need for,
eschew junketing trips and finish up all
business and adjourn within the sixty-day
Hmit, the record wil be one on which the

,ing & repyblioan ticket In this state In 1500,
for its defeat would »e practically amsured.
Howerer, we have ne mlagivings aa to the
policy that the legielature will pursue. The
republican membery of beth branches have
fireely expresged thoeugmlves In favor of

strict economy and a busineesllke session

and no doubt will ocenform their official |
actions to these expressed views.

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE.

Brooklyn is waking up. Her soclal cir-
cles are becoming Intenaely excited over
“algebra bees," which are unknown quanti-
ties In other citles.

B. J. Berwipd, the coal klpg, will own'
the finest residence In New York. It ia to
stand on East Eixty-elghth street. One
mantelplece alone costs §10,000 and the
tapestries are valued at §16,000,

Senator Eugene Hale of Malne has been
in congress since 15¢f and before that he
' had held office for eleven years—forty years

of office holding. On top of that will come

| in January another term in the senate.
| A "testimonial fund of $100,000 has been
raised for the family of Colonsl Waring, the
man who cleaned the streets of New York
and lost his life from yellow fever con-
tracted while examining the dralnage of
 Havana.

Stapley Richmend, & prominent Free
Mason, has compiled & list of famous Amer-
icans belonging to the fratarnity, which in-

| eludes all but four of Lhe signers of the
| Dectaration of Independence, Washington,

While the history of the United Statea af- | Warren, Revers, Franklin, Steuben, Jack-

fords several pames lluked with brilliant
successes In diplomacy, this American syas-
| tem of amateur diplomats has not beenm
adopted clsawhere, Natlons sceking advan-
tages In the great game have accepted Amer-
' lean sleeping cars and armor plate and type-
writers, but have shown no disposition to
abandon regular diplomats for the American
Idea of amateur ambassadors, miniaters and
| consuls. Meanwhile there Is & new ambas-
sador to appoint to St. Petersburg lu place
of Ethan Allen Hitchcock. He will be a
, distingulshed American. He will also be
| without & dey's experience in the delicate
, profession of diplomacy. He will also be
| unable to utter & word of Ruseian, He will
! also be unable to speak French, the lan-
guage of the profession he (s suddenly called
upoun to practice. He will also return from
his post and turn his attention to politics
or managing many trolley corporations.
There are many who think that the
United States ought to establish a regu-
lar consular service, to be not only & school
of experience, but a school of development,
whereln the men of ability and force may
find promotion. ¥t Is just as probable that
! men of high ebllity and attractivensas of
personality, fitted for the rank and respon-
sibllity of ambassador, could be found in &
fixed consular service as among the poll«
ticlans. and they would have the advantage
of knowing their business,

son, Putnam, Lafayetts, Randolph and many
others of & later day.

Albert Trugett, a New York boy of 12
yoars, who stole some canned goods from
a otand in a grocery store, was sentenced
by thea judge to recelve s sound whippihg
from his mother. More than this his mother
volunteered to see that Eanta Claus did not
visit Albert's home this year and the stern
judge approved this added sentence also.

| It is sald that & ﬁriutt soldier found In
'a street at Omdurman the letter which Gor-
don wrote w the Mahd! in ansawer to the
demand for retreat or surrender. The lei-
ter bas been examioed by all the ablest
experts and is pronounced to he In Gordon's
bandwriting. As might be expected, all

; and sensation-mongering newspapers of the

| a dootor at the first sneeze or bone ache

| tacked must go 1o bed at once and send for

| avercredulous persons
' mcare them (uto contracting doctors’ bills.

-
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Idea of surrender fo scouted, the Mahdl Is
remindod of his evH dolngs and his deatrue-
tion at the hands of Englieh soldiers s
prophesiad,
Camden, N.
for baving Introduced a new weapon of of-
fence and defense to thg feld of honor,

Two membere of & fushlonable club hait a
disagreement and agreed to Nght it out with
ogks. The battle ended, we are told, with

a couple of badly solled dress wsulls, but
with the honor of each contestan. fully
malntained. It is to be boped that the hen
frult was fresh, otherwise %he duel might
have left one or both of the heroes lu bad
odor,

LOOKING TOWARD THE OFFICES,

West Point Progress (dem.): Louls De-
wald of Wisner Is after the position of oll
Inspector, It s*oms W ua, however, that If
Govervor Poynter has any patronage to
throw around In this good democratic
county of Cuming a democrat should be
the reciplent. Our populiet friends cer-
tainly have had thelr noses In the feed bag
ta more than their merits.

Crawford Tribune (rep.): Much Interest
oentera In the question of who aball
sptaker of the Nebraska house of represent-
atives, says the Seward Reporter, Iodica-
tions polnt strougly to the succesa of Cuap-
taln Allen Q. Flsher of Chadron, who rep-
resents the Filty-third district. Captain
Fisher {8 & man possessing fine qualifica-
tions and his selecticm would Indicate that
the members of the leglalature are deter-
mined to bave the best men [for thelr
officers.

Minden Gazette (rep.): If the repub-
llcans of the legislature, or rather the lower
houme, get tangled up on & candldate for

speaker, Kearney county can furnish a man |

who will make an Ideal spraker. He
hasn’'t had any lightning rod out In order
to draw thipgs toward himeelf, but he |a
ns avallable as any candidate who has been
meationed. He has had experience as the
presiding ofMicer over larger bodies of men
than the houmse of representatlves, he I8
quick and Intelligent, Is a man who will
readily ‘'catch on' to jobs and schemes,
&nd would make a eplendid presiding officer,
Gentlemen of the legislature, we present
the name of George . Milbourn for your
conslderation.

North Loup Loyalist (pop.): Ex« Superine
tendent D. McCall 8 a candidate for the
position of commandant of the Soldlers’
homue at Grand Island. Mr., McCall wns a
soldler and has aiway®s been an  active
G. A. R. man. Hls son Frank, who I8
remembered as a former Valley county
teacher, 1s now In the Phillppines. The old
gentleman wlll have the support of every
old soldler In this part of the country and
I8 well and favorably known abioad. Cer-
talpdy if the “reward of the falthful” is
meted out on earth the professor deserves
the plum, for he has been tralning In the
popullst ranks ever since there has been
such a party, and he has been the '‘noblest
Roman of them all."”

Bt, Paul Republican: Captain Allen G.
Fisher will have the hearty good wishes
of all the boys who spent the summer with
him at Ohlckamauga In his race for the
speakership of the house in the coming
legislature, He was one of the too fow
commiseloned officers in the Second Ne-
braska whose heads were not swelled by a
Httle brief wuthority, and his activity In pro-
tecting the rights of his men led to con-
siderable comment emong the aristocratie
sticklers for “officlal dignity"” who {magined
that & was an eternal disgrace to treat a
private soldier as & man and an equal. Cap-
tfain Fisher possesses splendld qualifications
for the position to which he aspires and It
he ls successful every member of the lower
house will be sure of fair treatment from
the presiding officer,

A “FAKRE"

EFIDEMIC.

The “Grip" Soare Pronounoced a Crasy
Ezaggeratlon,
Philadelphia Record.

Ever since humanily began to take in-
telligent Interest In and to seek remedlies
for the “ills that flesh is heir to' the influ-
enza of the winter season, now somewhat
abeurdly styled the “grip,”" has been reck-
oned with as an enemy of individual coms
fort and well belng. “La grippe,” which in
its original French signification means epl-
demle catarrh or Influenra, has been trans-
planted into the English vocabulary as a
term descriptive of some novel and mysterl-
ous disorder only less dreadful and fatal
than smallpox or the black death., The peo-
ple In our large citles, who must face all
sorts of weather as they go about their busl-
ness, are gravely warned by ofcial boards

sorious dangers which they run because of
this llability to fall victims to ‘‘the grip.”
To this more or less mysterious malady i»
attributed a large and undue share of the
minor discomforts of existence In an Inclem-
ent and variable elimate.

There was a tlme, not many years ago,
when the average American citizen would
have moorped the notlon of coddling himself
at home every tlme he took cold In the
winter season or had a fit of indigestion or
An attack of the dumps or megrims. But of
late there has been so much annual cackle
and gabbls by experts and Inexperts over the
commonplace and well nigh universal influ-
enea Infllction that even careless men, who
drive ahead with their affalrs without think«
ing seriously on how hard it is to keep allve,
have been moved In numbera to seek the
seclusion of thelr own Oresides and to call In

which announces the dreaded “grip.”" Such
is the influence of ignorant and diluted tom-
foolery spread with grave unctlon over pages
of health board reports and runnlog wild
in the colums of sensalional newspapers!
It ought not to be dificult for any man
or woman of ordioary common sense to es-
cape the maleficent and benumbing Influ-
ence of this “grip"” delusion. What l& “the
grip,” anyway? Medical authorities dingnose
it an & special and malignant form of Influ-
enek, which during its early stages ls not
distinguishable from the famlliar inflictlon
koown as a cold In the head. Ergo, for
fear that every case of undue nasal Irrita-
tion may terminate seriously, the person at-

the dooctor!

Nonsense! The proper thing to do s
for our people to fight off their rheums and
colds In the good old-fashloned way, paylng
no attention to the whims and fantasies
("la grippe’’ in French meana also a passing
and ocapriclous faucy) of the overwlse or
who may seck

Influenza and catarrbh we have always with
us In this porthern and changeful climate
of oura, and ahall continue to have with us
untll the end of time, To distinguish these
anclent end familar maladies by a new
pame, and to impute to them dapgers not
falrly chargeable to them, I8 merely & phase
of the sort of crery exaggeration which has
beoome a recognlzed American charasters
Istle, “La grippe” M frst of all & “"fantasy "
as defllped In the French lexicons; and the
only way Io which It can be transformed
into & serivus menace to the health of the
community is by some sort of concerted
effort to scare people out of thelr wits,
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J., In gntitled to recognition |

be !

POLISHED TO A
Dotrolt Journal: "I wonder where novels
inte get matorin) for all thelr storiea?"
“Ayp stationers’, 1 fancy."

POINT.

Boston Qlohe: Chapple—1 nak you for the
lant time (o pay me that §5 you owe,

Chodly=Thank goodness, thera's an end
of that silly questivn,

Puck: Flt Urehin—Hev a clgar! 1 got a
box of ‘em at Christmun!

Becond Urchin—-Yer did?

First Urchin-Yes; me mudder give 'em

to me fadder and he chucked 'em Aaway
back uv da woodshed!
| Clevalnnd Plain Dealor: My thaory, docs
tor, (8 thiy o man with a ¢lear consclonce
has no causs to drend the grip. You never
hiad 15, aid you?”
Begrepp '

Hrookivn [Afe: ¥ils Graco=That wns a
caplinl joke vou told me last week. 1 waa
Inughing over |t yesterday,

“Bo soon?

| JClnoinnatt Enquirer: Mra.  Folelgh—Oh,
L John, the paper by offering A prize for o
desceription of 0 mods Lunhutu? Me. Fo-
lelgh-=You want to take o try at it

Y, pleanc.'

“All right  Just get the mn, Ink and

| paper and I'll dictate to you.'™

Washington Star: “1 wunt to Know,'' Im-
{u rlously eald the callér, “what vou mean
WY AA¥InE A book haa a  réstful atmos-

phere?

1 mean,'" answered the eritle, without a
momont’'s hesitation, “that there was noth-
Ing windy about it."

! Indlanapolls Journnl: “He's a vory wise
young mun.'" snld Maud, X

“1 don't know whether he {82 or not,"”
answered Mamie., “He leetured me for ten
minutes on mistletor and yet he dosan’t

sosm to recognize It when he sees (6"
Chicago Post: It was the day after she

had locked himi out beeause she did not
think he got home from the club as early
asn he should,
| YEvidently,'" he sald, "“vou have not hl"nt’:!
of the latest populnr fad of th's country.
“Pear me, no,' she excle.med. "“What Ls
ll?"
“The open-door polley,’” he replled,

A Dupliente Game,
Chlearoe Record.

A gamo of whist? Who could resiat?

The challenge bold when you inslat?
And yet I'm told that, entré nous,
You nlways hold a trick or two

Unknown to your antagonist,

T own I am no annlyst
Of maldin's whys, nul‘| :rnlnn the '\"(l‘“
Of holf thelr pluys—thus muy ru
v A game of whist

But, like an ardent optimilst, -
' give the wheel of chance a.t int;
il play my hand=—and wowd it do
T try to win your {[a}mul fmmr:;::j
! mpe? 0 you persiat—
If hiearts be trump e }nntm S nlste

YE PATIENT EDITOh.

Denver Poat.

He had read the county paper since its
first appearance day,

And had fed the trusting editor on prom-
188 to pay,

But had en riilnn em;h ovcasion when his
yvearly bill was due

That the seribe could go to hades, for he
dlidn't have a souw.

He would drop Into the sanctum and would
never shut the door,

Bmoke ye editor's tobacco, claw his fresh
exchanges o'er,

Hat the apples and the doughnute and the
other things that 0ll,

Bent by readers and admirers who had
never shirked a bill,
But ve editor was patient; though hls soul

rebelled, his tongue
Not o word of swearful chiding at the
cheeky nulsance swung,

And when friends would mutter ‘'‘roast
him!" hey, with o torgiving smile,
Bald he guessad It would be better just to

let him run awhile

One cold day he turnad up missing, and tho
news was quickly spread

That he'd Interviewed a snowsllde and was
comfortably dead,

And ye pditor's big ledger showed his credit
page was white

As the snow that slid upon him hiding him
from mortal alght.

Then again the people shouted: ‘‘Roast
him! Raast h?m good and satrong!
Tell hia neighbors what a bilker they have

harbored here sb long!
You who #hielded him while l'l_ylnl. roast

him, now that he s dead!
But ye editor smiled gladly and with joyful
shnke of head

Made reply: 1 think he's getting quite a
roasting where he's at—

My esteemed contemporary, Batan, will at-
tend to that''

[ _____]

Convincing
Argument

The most convincing
argument that we know in
favor of our kind of cloth-
ing is the garments them-
selves. If you will ex-
amine them you will buy,

If we can interest you
sufficiently to get you to
pay us a visit, we have no
misgivings about getting
you to pay our prices.

The fact is, if we do say
it, that there is no better-
made clothing than .ours—
and very little that is as
good. Wherever you find
anything that is as good in
quality—and this means
cloth, trimmings, fit, work-
manship and all—you'll
find that it costs more than

we charge for the same
thing.
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