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The clty eharter Is much ke an
army recrult who never realizes how
many things are wrong with his sys-
tem untll the doctors get hold of him,

The outgolng soldlers to the Philip-
pines might take along thelr Christmas
presents to swap for firecrnckers with
the home-coming volunteers when the
ships pass In the night.

—ex

There were lots of people who opposed
the Transmississippl Exposition up to
and even after the gates opened, but
they were all converted to its ardent
support before the exposition season was
half over.

e —————

Having been elected vice president of
the interstate organization of the Na-
tional Guard officers It s falr to pre-
dume that Adfutant General Barry has
c¢inched his reappolntment by the In-
conilng governor of Nebraska,

m

The charter revislon committee has at
last got down to work. By persistent
and well-diveeted effort it cnn finlsh
the formulation of all needed charter
amendments withont diffleulty by the
opening week of the leglslature,

e —————————

Up to the present thne no representa-
tives of the blg corporations have been
henrd demanding a revislon of the reve-
nue laws, They arve fairly well satis-
fledd with an assessment sklmmer that
lets them &llde through the holes.

Nebraska Is furnishing murder mys-
terles enough to keep the morbldly In-
quisitive busy for some time to come.
When o man undertakes to commit mur-
der he ghould be consldernte enough of
the publle to involve the act In a coplous
cloud of dense mystery,

——

Governor-elect Poynter is being sub-
Jected to an enfllading fire from the
present holders of appointive offices on
one slde and the aspirants for places on
the other, If it grows much hotter the
Boone county statesman will be com-
pelled to throw up earthworks and close
the entry to his retreat after him.

e ————

Chleago steel rall manufacturers have
been compelled to refuse a large order
from the Russlan government because
the capaclty of thelr plant was taxed to
the limit to eupply domestic contracts
already In sight, Nothing Illke this
ever happened before the fostering in-
fluence of a protective tarift got In {ts
work. [

e ————

It the civll service reformers were to
have thelr way In the new possessions
of Uncle Bam the ardor of the office-
secking expansionists would be consld-
erably cooled. 1If every one who ex-
pects to draw a salury on the colonlal
list had first to pass a clvil service ex-
amination, thelr ranks would he mate-
rially declmated,

———

General Wood has found It necessary
to take measures to protect the tree
under which the surrender of Rantiago
was negotlated from the ralds of relie
hunters. This is not expected, however,
to have any appreciable effect on the
number of plecea of the famous tree
which will soon be exhibited throughout
the country in sufficient quantity to
construct a model of one of Californla’s
glant redwoods.

e ——

The passage of the anoual penslon bill
without debate by the lower house of
congress I8 one of the most striking evi-
dencesa of the change of sentiment be-
tween the sectlons of the country
brought about by the late war. It
seems a plty that the great soldier-
statesman who sleeps in Riverside park
beside the Hudson could not have lived
to see the present reallzatlon of bhis
wish, “Let us have peace.”

———

The law s plain In lts provisions re-
lating to druggists’ permits to sell spir-
ftuous liquors for medicinal purpose.
No druggist can lawfully sell medicines
of any kind containing such Ingredients
without taking out the requisite permir.’
To wink at the law violation of the
drugglsts who refuse to take out per
mits is upnjust discrimination against
the great majorlty of druggists who
obey the law, which ghould be enforced

TRE PRESIDENT ON EXPANSION,
Atlanta on Thursday I8 a distinct plea

slon, The fiag, he declared, “has been
planted in two hemispheres apd there
It remains, the symbol of liberty and
lnw, of peace and progress,” and he
asked: “Who will withdraw from the
people over whoin It flonts Its protect-
ing folds? Whe will haul It down?"'
Those who are opposed to the polley
of expansion have not proposed and do
not propose that the flag shall be any-
where withdrawn., What they urge Is
that it shall not be carrled further and
forced upon people who have not asked
for Its protection and according to the
best Information do not desire the sov-
erelgnty It represents. Everyhody rec-
oguizes the fact that the flag must con-
tinue to float over the Islands of the
West Indles ceded to the United States
by Spaln. It Is generally admitted that
we should retain a foothold in the ¥Fhil-
Ippines and therefore that the flag
should remain at Manlla and so much
contiguous territory as may be neces-
sary to the security of a naval station
there, This would give the Unlted
States all the Influence and power
which it can possibly require for the
protection of its Interests In the far east.
This would Involve no grave responsi-
bilitles, no difficultles or embarrass-
ments and no serlous dangers. There
would be needed at Manila no larger
naval force that we now have there
and instead of maintaining an army in
the Philippines of from 25,000 to 50,000
men a garrlson of a few thousand
would be sufficlent. We should thus
avold the trouble and the expense of
governing milllons of alien and mixed
races that we cannot reasonably hope to
bring into sympathy with our eystem
and methods for many years, if ever,

But the expansionists say and Mr.
McKinley endorses the view, that the
United States must accept the responsi-
bilities Involved In their policy as a
duty to humanity. Admitting the sin-
cerity of those who urge this, It yet
seems to us to be utterly speclous. It is
well known that many of the expansion.
ists are Influenced by no such considera-
tion, but regard the matter wholly from
a commercial standpoint, It Is not the
welfare of the Phllipplne people that
most of the expansionists are concerned
about, but the trade advantages which
iire expected to come from acquiring the
islands, Eliminate thls and expansion
would have comparatively few advo
cates, The simple truth Is that not only
Is the United States under no obligation
to care for the people of the Philippines,
but they do not desire our care. They
resent the implication that they are In-
capable of caring for themselves and
demind that they be permitted to en-
Joy independence and self-government.
There was no thought of these people
when we went to war, Our gole purpose
was to llberate Cuba and with that ac
complished our obligation wnas at an
end. To assume a further obligation,
which may Involve the necessity of
forcibly subjecting to our will and au-
thority millions of people and possibly
of holding them practically in a condl-
tion of vassalage, cannot be justified on
the plen of duty to humanity.

We have as much confidence as any-
body in American capacity to meet new
responsibilities. The “genius of Amerl-
can clvilization,” to quote from Mr. Mec-
Kinley, will undoubtedly be found equal
to any demands that may be made upon
it. But we can see no reason and the
presldent does not furnish any, why it
should be put to the test in a direction
which requires the abandonment of prin-
ciples upon which the republic s
founded, the faithful adherence to which
has made us a great and powerful peo-
ple.

THE PENSION ACCOUNT.

One hundred and forty-five millions of
dollars, in round numbers, I8 the amount
which the governmpent will pay on nc-
count of pensions in the next fiscal year.
It is a great sum, largely exceeding the
annual cost of Great Britain's army and
navy and more than Is pald out by any
natlon of continentnl Kurope for the
yearly support of Its military establlsh-
ment. It Is munificent testimony to the
liberality of the American people and
to their patrlotle regard for the nation’s
defenders. It i8 a noteworthy fact that
the bill ecarrying this great appropria-
tlon passed the house without discus-
slon, the whole time it was before that
body being less than twenty minutes,

The American people will supply the
money to pay this account without com-
plaint, but there Is a reasonable hope
that the maximum has been reached
and that hereafter there will be a steady
decline In the annual pension payments,
1t would certalnly seem that this should
be the cnse, In view of the fact that it
is nearly thirty-four years since the
close of the civil war, One thing that
will materially help in this direction Is
greater care In passing private pension
bills and there is favorable promnlse of

reform in this respect.
R

NU RADICAL CHANGE DEMANDERD,

Among the first things met by the
charter committee I8 the customary sug-
gestlon that the system of defraying the
expenses of street lmprovements by
Epeclal assessments upon bepefited prop-
erty owners should be done away with
and all future paving, curbing, gutter-
ing, parking and so forth done at the
cost of the whole city.

There I8 no eall for the abolition of
the systew of special assessments, That
system with various modificationg s in
force in nearly every large city in the
country and it has given more satisfoe-
tory resulta than any other plan. In
theory It Is based upon equity and jus-
tice, the foundation principle being tliat
where special benefits accrue to private
property through a particular street lm-
provement the cost should be charged
agalnst the property In the ratio of the
benefits and to the extent of the bene-
fits. In practice, it Is true, aAbuses some-
tles creep in and hardships result. but
the fairness of the scheme honestly car-
ried out I8 not to be questioned.

A radleal change at the present time
from the speclal assessment system to
the plan of general taxation lg not only
uncalled for, but unwise. It would re-
sult In unequal taxation worse than any-
thing now experienced by relleving one

impartially upon all J -

set of proverty ownoers of burdens that

in justification of the policy of expan- |
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them upon others who have already
borne thelr shares of the cost of publie
Improvements. If the special assess-
ment system was all right for Omaha
when It was In the constructive period
It should be all right now, when the
principal street improvements are in the
shape of renewals and reconstruction
far less expensive than the original
work.,

Remedylng defects that may have
come to light by revising the special
assessment law is entirely proper, but
the abolition of the system would be
A grave mistake.

A REASSURING REPORT.

The report from Manlla that the Fili-
pinos are manlfesting a better disposi-
tion and that there {8 Improvement In
the relations between them and the
Amerlcans, [s renssuring. This Is espe-
cinlly so from the fact that Admiral
Dewey Is of the opinlon that those peo-
ple, if properly treated, will not be
found very troublesome. He appears to
have confidence n their friendly Inten-
tions, but it Is to be noted that he ad-
vises some concessions to them., One
thing he suggests and It is very Impor-
tant Is that there ghould be liberal meas-
ures In the direction of local autonomy.
In providing a government for the Phil-
Ippines it will undoubtedly be expedi-
ent to give the people as large a measure
of sclf-government as Is practicable,
both for the educational effect and for
the purpose of placating that element
which Is demanding independence. 1t
may be true, ds stated, that this element
does not realize what Independence
means and yet it may be capable of
making n great deal of trouble,

Other suggestions of Admiral Dewey
are that the Insurgents deserve acknowl-
edgment and that it would be good pol-
ley for the United States to pay the in-
surgents thelr arrears of wages. There
certainly appears to be no good reason
why whatever service was rendered the
American army by the insurgents should
not be acknowledged by this govern-
ment, The Filipinos are manifestly
somewhat sensitive In regard to this,
They clalm that the services they ren-
dered were important and valuable and
they feel that they have not been duly
recognlzed. If acknowledgment of them
would tend to improve friendly rela-
tions our government has everything to
galn and nothing to lose by making it.
It would seem to be the opinifon of Ad-
miral Dewey that we shall avold difi-
cultles by dealing generously and Justly
with the Fllipinos.

——

The police board 1s giving tangible
evidence that discipline in the police
force means more than a set of formal
rules to be broken or ignored at will
with impunity. No police force, how-
ever numerous, can be efficlent in which
the members are not held strictly to
thelr duty by the certainty of penalty
to fit the offense . whenever they fail to
perform that duty consclentiously and
to the best of their ability. To Insure
the beat service. not only this, but pro-
motlons must go solely by merlt and
experience. The maintenance of disel-
pline requires not only the rigld en-
forcement of police discipline, but also
complete excluslon of both polities and
personal favoritism from police govern-
ment,

———

One of the best proofs of the growth
of Nebraska in the estimation of the
financial world is to be found in the
statement, compiled in the auditor's
office, of the bonded Indebtedness of the
countleg of the state. The earlier issues
of the varlous countles, only a small
amount of which are now extant, bore
10 per cent Interest. Today there Is not
a county in the state which would think
of floating a bond drawing greater than
6 per cent, and In most cases those
paylng 415 per cent would be engerly
snapped up at a premium by Investors.
Were there any question about the
state's credit bonds could not be sold
at such rates of interest even if it were
possible to dispose of them at all,

————

The auncuncement {s made that
thirty-nine tinplate plants are to be in-
cluded In the newly formed tinplate
trust. A few years ago when a duty
was placed on tin for the purpose of
bullding up the industry in this coun.
try the opponents of the protective pollcy
Inughed at the idea of American manu-
facturers ever being able to galn a foot-
hold against the Welsh product, Yet
today thirty-nine firms are actually en-
gaged in Its manufacture and many mil-
lions of capltal involved in the plan to
buy them up for the purpose of con.
solldation,

There is no good reason why parties
who dopated thelr exposition contribu-
tions and refused to become stockhold-
ers for fear they might thereby become
liable for a possible deficit ghould ghare
In the distribution of the exposition sur-
plus, The exposition surplus belongs to
the stockholders and none but stock
subscribers have any right to It

— e

The departure of the troops now sta-
tioned at Fort Crook about to be sent to
Manila sghould not be allowed to leave
that post empty for any length of time,
The enlargement of the army will neces-
sltate the formation of a large number
of new reglments whose recruits could
find po better place for preliminary
training and discipline,

e
They Court the Danger,
Chicago Noews,

Henry Watterson says the great danger to
our national life is money. There are alder-
men in Chicago who are ready to face danger
any hour of the day,

A Dramatie Climax.
New York Mall and Express.

Last scene of all In this strange, pathetic
romance of empire and decay—the transfer
of the bones ol Columbus from Havana to
Spain. No tragedy ever had a more dramatic
climax,

Proper Thing te De,
Bunalo Expross,
Congrees could not show Its appreciation
of the work of the navy o the recent war
better than by passing the navy personnel

bin, which, among other reforme, gives naval |

officers the same pay as correspondiog grades
In the army.

Did They Hit Int
Minneapolls Times.
Thoso Spanish women who threw stones at
A statue of Columbus by way of showing that

DAILY BEE:

‘propor]y belong on them and Impoging
The speech of President MeKinley at |

country's misfortunes were just about as
accurato in lotating the blame as they were
in directing their mimiles—If they threw no
straightor than their Yankee cousins do,

A Renl Long Felt Want,
Baltimore Ameritan.

There ought to be a reciprocity of favors
between the street car companies and the
publie. The publie does much for the com-
panies that it ls only falr the companies
should do something for the public. The
best service ought to be secured the people
without the necessity of forced concesslons.

Mirthfal Play of Thought.
8t. Louls Republle,

The Britlsh public seems to have gone
into ecetasies over the benevolent utter-
ances of Herr Buelow In the Relchstag.
His reference to Kalser Willlam's Inne-
cence of all desire for offensive aggran-

dizement made a great hit in London,
The kalser has not yet expressed his
opinion  of the baron's pronouncement,

and it {s quite probable that the war lord
may bs Impelled to announce that ne
“"Wants but little Herr Buelow, nor wants
that little” to do his talking for him,

Strength of Organized Labor,
Kansas Clty Star,

A labor authority says that & round mil-
llon of men are organized into unfons In the
Unfted States. -Of these 60 per cent are
in the American Federation of Labor, more
than 10 per cent in the rallway brother-
hoods, about 10 per cent in the bullding
trades organizations and the remaining 20
per cent compriaeca bodies not federated and
the Knights of Labor. It is estimated by
the same authorlty that the number It 1s
possible o include in the army of organized
labor Is two and a half millions. The rela-
tlon of the American Federatlon of Labor
to all s thus seen to be as 6 to 25, and the
Whole force of all organizations to all labor
as 10 to 25,

COLONIAL OBJECT LESSON,

Uncle Sam's Brand of Colonial Gove
ernment Applied to Alaska,
Philadelphia Ledger,

The, United States has burned Washing-
ton's farewell address, or at least all that
part of it which warned this nation of tha
dangers of forelgn complications; it has
flung the Monroe doctrine to the four winds;
it has entered upon a new, strange and
perilous career of “imperiallsm,” and it has
sent a challenge to the old world to bewars
of this country as a great and aggressive
colonial power In the east.

The United States has acquired the Philip-
pine and Sulu-islands, 1,200 or 1.500 of them,
and with them milllons of barbarous, semi-
barbarous, seml-clvilized and eclvilized
people, It has also acquired Porto Rice
and Guam absolutely. Cuba It has taken
over with reserve, and has bought, or means
to buy, one or more of the Carollns Eraup.
It has also annexed Hawall,

These are the country’s new posessions,
and Presldent McKinley has stated 1o s
publlo address that they represent the
“manifest destiny’* of the republic. What elee
they will represent is a new experiment in
government—colonlal government.

We use the words “a new experiment'
advisedly, a8 we have already glven
practical trial to colonial government im
Alaska. It has not been an experiment upon
o large acals, but it will serve as well as a
larger one as “an object lesson,” says David
Starr Jordan, In the November Atlantic,
“lllustrating methods to be avolded in the
ruls of our future colonles,” Alaska has
been a United States possession for thirty
years. We found it rich in native resources
—furs, fish, lumber, gold—having & popula-
tion of about 20,000 half-civilized people and
a couple of thousand half-breeds. There
were less than 26,000 of them all, They
supported themselves by hunting the valua-
ble fur animals and fishing. Many of the
hunters became frelatively wealthy by taking
the sea otters, whose sking were worth from
$300 to $1,000 each; they lived In villages,
which were abodea of comparative plenty
and comfort. A little village of 185 souls
presented to thelr Greek church & com-
munion service of solid gold, and an altar
plece costing $250. They bullt thelr hunt-
Ing and fishing boats of the sking of sea
lions, The sea llons have become, under the
colonial and “manifest destiny' policy of
the United States, almost extinet; so have
the sea otters. Those 165 souls, who, before
this country set up its “manifest destlny*
policy In Alaska, made costly presents to
their church, were in ‘1887 starving to
death—not one, but all of them. In the same
year the Alaska Commercial company
abandoned the trading posts of Akutan,
Sannok, Morjovl, Wosnessenskl, Bel-
kofskl, Cheruofskl, Kashega, Makushin and
Bjorka. There was no longer any trade te
support them. Mr. Jordan states that “at
Port Etches the native population was al-
ready huddled together in the single cellar
of an abandoned warehouse and that other
villagea to the eastward were scarcely better
housef. However," he adds, “this may be,
starvation |s Inevitable along the whole line
of the southwestern coast, From Prince
Willlam's sound to Attu, a distance of
nearly 1,800 mlles, there i not & village
where the people have any sure means of
support. ‘Reconcentrado,” between Arctle
cold and San Franolaco greed thess people
bave no outlook save extermination. Fer
permiiting them to face such a doom we
have not even the excuse we bave had for
destroylog the Indlane,” as we do not want
their lands,

The hunting and fishing privileges of the
natives were transferred to the S8an Fran-
clsco commercial companles, who at once
entered on a general campalgn of extinction,
Including fish as well as fur-bearing ani-
mals. We have not only taken from these
people, during our brief colonlal rule, thelr
means of living, thelr comparative wealth,
thelr comfortable homes and reduced them
to a condition of starvation, but we bave in-
troduced whisky to them. We ship It to
them as “Florida Water'' and “"Jamalea Gin-
ger.” "'Whisky," says Mr. Jordan, "ls the
greatest curse of the people of Alaska—
Amerlcan, Russlan and native.” 1It Is one
of the deadly fruits of our colonial policy,
Mr. Jordan's article concludes as follows:

“Under the present conditions, when the
sea otters are destroyed, the fur seal herd
exterminated, the native tribea starved to
death, the salmon rivers depopulated, the
timber cut, and the placer gold flelds
worked out, Alaska is to be thrown away
llke a sucked orange. There I8 no other
possible end, If we contlnue as we have be-
gun.

“We should count the cost before accept-
Ing ‘colonles.’ 1t Is too late to do so when
they once have been annexed. If we can-
not afford to wateh them, to care for them,
to glve them paternal rule when no other
Is possible, .we do wrong to holst our flag
over them. Government by the people s
the ldeal to be reached In all our posaes-
slons, but there are races of men now living
under our flag as yet incapable of recelVing
the town meeting idea. A race of children
must be treated as children, & race of bri-
gands as brigands, and whatever authority
controls either must have behind It the
force of arms.

“Alazka has made Individuals rich, though
the government has yet to get ita money
back. But whether colonles pay or not, it
ls essentlal to the Integrity of the United
States 1tsell that our control over them
should pot be a source of corruption and
waste. It may be that the final loss of her
colonies, mismanaged for two centurles, will
mark the clvil and moral awakening of
Spain, Let us hope that the same event
will not mark a civil and mora! lapse In
the nation which recelves Spain’'s bankrupt
asacts.'”

With our experience of colonial govern-

ment In Alaska what cause have we to
hope for better results In the more distant,

they knew who was resvonsible for their | lesa civilized PRllippines?
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i PFOLITICAL DRIFT,

| The cost of pofling thg vote of Indlana at
the last elaction averaged 27 cents each.

It is nsserted that the market price of
Chicago aldermen has gone up to $20,000,

Theodore Roosevelt s the youngest re-
publican governor ever elected In New York
state, being Just turned 40. Governor
Black was 43 at the time of hla inaugura-
tion.  John A. Dix was 78 and Levl P.
Morton 0.

Senator Platt of New York Is one of the
best dreseed men in the senate, and eprightly
despita the 65 years that have glven him a
elight stoop. He wears & clorely buttoned

carnatlon In the buttonhole, His necktics
are quiet, but of the latest shapes,

Senator Gorman of Maryland chews gum
Incessantly. Sitting In his place In the
second row, he works his jaws with the per-
sletence mnd power of a cotton compress.
He always wears a turn-down collar and
old-fashioned tle, the Intter held In place
with a small gold band set with valuable
stoned,

In accordance with a pre-slection promise
Thomas Herrold, demooratic representative-
elect of Westville, Ind.,, rented the largest
hall In the place, hired a capital orchestra
and gave his followers a dance, footing aM
bills himself. Mr, Herrold, who was elected
after an exciting campaign, 18 credited with
aspiring to congress In 1000,

It ls generally conceded that your Uncle
Dick Croker scored a point In repubtcan
politlos In New York recently. A Judge of
the supreme court announced his intention
to resign on the first of the year. Governor-
elect Roosevelt announced that he would ap-
point Judge Daly to the vacancy. Daly la
the judge turned down by Croker and noml-
nated by the republicans, but defeated.
Croker saw Platt and Platt saw the retir-
ing judge. The outcome of these confabs
was that the resignation was pigeon-holed,

The commission In charge of the erection
of the new Pennsylvanla state house at
Harrisburg bas lald the foundation for a
large job. The legislature limited the cost
to $600,000. The commission refused to
conslder a $500,000 state house, and accord-
Ingly made plens to suit Hself. One wing
of the proposed bullding will swallow the
§300,000 appropriated. Now the commission
asks for $3,000,000 more. As the Philadel-
phia city hall cost $22,000,000, tha pre-
sumption I8 that the new state house wiH
equal it

There s every prospect of a hot fight In
the New York leglslature this winter for a
reduction of telephone rates In the state,
Attempts were made in that directlon in
former leglafatures, Qut failed. With Gov-
t¢rnor Roosevelt's influence this time better
resultp are expected. The New York Hrald
bas opened the campaign against the tele-
phone companies by a remarkable showing
of the profits of the companies. The present
rental is $240 In New York City, as com-
pared with $58 to $175 in Chleago, $120 to
$180 in Philadelphia anad $57 to $150 (n Dos-
ton. The measure proposed would restrict
the New York Telephone company to an an-
BUA? rental fee of $60, wilh an extra charge
of b cents for each message in excess of
1,000 per aubscriber, on penalty of $100 fine
for each overcharge,

—_——
MENACE TO LABOR.

Dangers of Expansion to the Worke
ingmen of the Country.
Denver Poat,

There is evidently no great love in the
American Federation of Labor for the lately
developed expansion polley and thers is no
reason why there should be any. Labor has
but little to expect fiom the late acqulsi-
tion of new territory. n all reporits coming
from there one will look In vain for any
mention of a demand for labor. All the in-
formatios goes:to show that there is no
such demand. In Hawali the Chinese labor
system prevalls to the exclusion of white
labor. The same Is true of the Phillppine
islands, only to n far greater extent, while
In Porto Rlco one finds that the island is
more densely populated than any part of
our country and nowhere is there any de-
mand for American labor. As to Cuba
there may in time spring up a limited de-
mand to be supplled from the United States
provided one cares to face the dangers in-
cldental to a troplcal climate and its various
forms of fever,

There s a still more palent reason why
American labor is not in love with the ex-
pansion policy, The draln on the resources
of the nation on account of that policy Is
now and will be for an indefinite time an
enormous one and labor has to meet the
bulk of it. Under the national system of
taxation, labor—the producing masses of the
country—has to provide the government with
the means to carry out the expanslon polloy.
Labor furnishes the man behind the gun;
labor pays the bulk of the internal revenue
and labor suffers most under the financial
policy of the national administration, the
protective tariff system and the gold stand-
ard, These are certalnly sufficlent reasons
why labor should not favor a policy for the
aggrandizement of the power of the classes
where the masses have to provide the means
to accomplish the object, and where there
I8 mothing In view to in any way recom-
pense them for the outlay,

Labor cannot be reconciled to this policy
of expansion when it Is told that it will
be necessary to maintain the war taxes in
time of peace in order to further the ob-
jects of the expansion pollcy; that the
srmy may be increased for the same pur-
pose; that at the end of the fiscal $ear |n
all probability there will be a shortage of
about §112,000,000 caused by It which will
bave to be covered either by additional taxa-
tion or the issue of interest-bearing bonds.

By the annexation of Hawall this coun-
try bas taken in much cheap Chinese labor
and more will follow by the annexation of
the Philippines. That is of no benefit to
American labor, no more than the importa-
tlon of “Huns'" by the coal barons of Penn-
sylvanla for the purpose of supplanting
American labor. The territorial expansion
Is made for the benefit of the classes at the
expense of the masses and is so looked upon
by the American Federation of Labor. This
poliey of expansion as the president of the
federation has it, is a declaration that the
dollar is of more consequence than the man
and plutocracy and militarism mnobler than
humanity. While the expansion pollcy |8
now used to divert attentlon from the crylog
evils at home It will In the end cause theso
evils to be felt the more. The laboring
masses can, under these circumstances, have
no love for an expansion policy, which, in-
stead of bringing them the much-scught for
rellef, Increases thelr burdens and diminishes
thelr earning capacity. They have no reason
to feel thankful for being brought in compe-
titlon with the cheap Aslatic labor and that
Is what expanslon does for them.

A Pertinent Inquiry,
Bt. Paul Ploneer Progs,

Burgeon General Sternberg has made up
his mind that female nurkes for army hospl-
tals are “mn expensive luxury.” Female
nurses In any place are expeosive from one
point of view, but if there ls any clusa of
people that should have luxurles, even If
the rest of us go without comfort, it |s the
wounded soldlers. Is an army hospital a
plage of correction?
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OTHER LANDS THAN OURS,

That events are moving slowly to the dis-
raption of the compact which binds Norway
and Bweden together under one king no one
can doubt, The crisis of 1895 and the recent
decision of Norway to wipe out the smblom
of the union from Ite flag are straws that
point the way. How eoon the break will
come is another question. Unalded, Norway
could not possibly withdraw from the unlon.
Though It has of recent years added to Its
military strength, 1t {8 still far Inferior to
Sweden, 1ts regular army consists of 25,000
men and, together with the Landsturm, or
home guards, which number 18,000 men,
gives It an effective force of 42,000 soldlers.
Sweden's army {8 106,000 men. Norway has
kixteen squadrons of cavalry, elght of which
are unmounted, while Sweden has  forty
gquadrons. In artillery the proportions are
noearly the same, Norway having eighteen
batleries to Sweden's thirty-six. In  ma-
terial and disciprine Sweden's forces outrank
those of its partner. In the matter of navies
the same disparity exists. the forces belng
divided aw follows: Norway,
two; large monitors, four; gunbouts, first-
clase, three, sccond class,  elght; one
crulser; one torpedo crulser; torpedo hoats,
twenty-one; total, fifty veascls, Swoeden,
battleships, six; monitors, large and smal,
thirteen; gunboats, first-class, nine; second
class, six; crulsers, four; torpedo cruisers,
three; torpedo boats, twenty-eight; total,
slxty-nine vessels, From this it will be
seen that on sea and land the Swodes would
outelass the Norweglans, and It woul bo
madness for the latter to force matters to
an |ssue—unless they expect ald from the
outslde,

(11}

According to latest reports the race con-
flict In Austria Is beginning now to reveal
Itself in the ranks of the clergy. Hitherto
the discipline among them has heen so per-
fect that in the cases of German priests na-
tlonal feeling has been entirely subordinated
to the Interests of the church. Thelr Slay
colleagues were not exposed to any such con-
flict between their national seniiments and
the politieal attitude imposed upon them by
their ecclesiastical fuperlors, Pan-Germanio
Journals now declare that a strong tendency
Is manifest among a section of the German
priesthood Iin Bohemla to renounce the anti-
German polley of the episcopacy and of the
large majority of their colleagues. Refer-
ence {8 made to a protest by the German
priests of Relchenberg against the co-operan-
tion of the Catholle people's party with the
young Czechs. They conlend that this pol-
ley 18 mistaken and can lead to no geod,
and announce thelr determination to sup-
port loyally thelr own oppressed natlonalliy
and to defend its rights. This declaration
I8 cordially welcomed by the organ of the
Goerman opposition In the Reichsrath, It
alleges that the young Czech members who
ara so profuse in their professions of friend-
ship to the representatives of the German
Catholle Alpine provinces are in reallty as
antl-Catholic as they are antl-German, In-
triguing against the church in their own
constituencies In Bohemin, where they do
thelr utmost to lmbue the population with
Hussite principles.

(11

A new conference will presently be heid
to discuss the liquor trade of West Africa,
existing regulations belng found entirely In-
effaciual. The head of the Congo Free State,
King Leopold of Belglum, will take the In-
itiative, as before, and has Invited the Eu-
ropean natlons moat directly Interested to
the conference, England, France and Ger-
many having already actepted. He will pro-
posa an Increased duty on alcohol, which
was fixed by the Bruasels conference of 1890
at 13 cents a gallon, though In ports under
British control it Is already much higher.
At Slerra Leone it is 75 cents a gallon, but
even at that rate the natlve manages to get
enough of it to work his speedy destruction.
All merchants interested in the commerce
of the west coast and all who possess any
knowledge of the liquor traffic there know
that it slmply spells death to the negro and
that It is without one excusable feature. 1If
it were posslble the traMc would be abol-
ished by general consent, but the bush negro
will not work for any other Inducement, and
its abolition, therefore, would mean practl-
cally the suspenslon of all trade with the
reglon. Up to a recent time the black has
been dependent on outside sources for his
supply of strong drinks, but has lately
masteéred the secrets of the moonshine atlll,
and readlly converts bananas Into a very
fair Imitation of applejack. The Slerra
Leone police are kept busy hunting these
stills, but the negro and banana producing
reglon is boundless, and the llllcit prectice
13 quite llkely to survive all present efforts
for its suppression. The ¢coming conventlon
will discues the subject in all its aspects
and try to find some means of correcting
its worst features and amellorating its worst
effects,

(11}

A good dea! of sore feeling has been
caused In Poland by the elaborate nature of
the ceremonies at the recent unvelling of
the statue of Muravieff at Wiloa. These
are thought to be very much at varlance
with the friendly professions toward the
Polish natlon of the present czar. It is true
that the plan and subscription for the eree-
tion of this monument were sanctioned by
the late Czar Alexander 11, but It was
scarcely necessary to remind the Poles so
forcibly at the opening ceremony of the
deeds and qualities of a man whom they
and his Russlan enemles ealled the “hang-
man'' and “cannibal,” These epltheis are
referred 1o again now in the principal Rus-
alan journals, which argue that they convey
8 false end exaggerated Idea of the char-
acter of the great “pacificator'' of Polish
Lithuania, who s represented as having
been grossly mallgned, not only by the
Poles, but also by those of hls own coun-
trymen who were affected by what I8 called
the false llberallsm of the tlme. In order
that there might be no mistake as to the
officinl nature of the celebration, several
minlsters were In attendance, Including two
Muravieffs, both belonging to the famlly of
the dead governor general, the minlster of
forelgn affairs, and the minlster of justice.
The FPoles say they are connections of the
Muravieff who hanged others, mot of the
Muravieff who had the misfortune to be
hanged himself.

11}

A group of deputies, says a Parls paper,
had decided to refuse the 200,000,000 francs
the French government desires for the ex-
tension of rallways from Tonquin into China.
Tonquin, It s urged, has already cost France
1,000,000,000 francs and doee not pay. It
brings In no net revenue, whether directly,
in the form of tribute, or Indirectly, in the
form of increased commerce, Outlay on
colonles Is not a productive outlay, especlally
when the colonles are tropleal, Neilther in
the present nor In the future are they likely
to be profitable, Some governments can af-
ford, perhaps, to throw away some milliona
yearly without ruining thelr taxpayers. But
France I8 not |n that positlon, It had to
yleld to Bogland in the Fashoda matier he-
cause it could not afford to fight It out. The
critics argue accordingly that it 1s folly to
spend §50,000.000 in Chinese rallways and
colonies which, In the event of war, must
be lost. It Is better to make needed Invest-
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THOUGHTS THAT TICKLE,

Brooklyn Life: Biggs—18 {t true tha!
Bmith, the feeman, |s dead?

Noggs—Yes, poor fellow. He ocuts no loe

now,

FPhilndelphin North Amerlean: Corsons
Do you think trained nurses should be
pretiy?

Hillebrand—Not It they ars expectod te
follow thelr ealling permanently,

Indinnapolis Jotrnal: 11 seeme to me,
doctor, that your prices are ritaer ateept

“Well, you must bear In mind that it s
not my ewn health for which | am running
o sanntorium.’

Bomerville Journal: An editor I8 alwaye
plrased when he can make the excuse to a
poet that the porm that has been thrust
upan him s too long to print.

Washington 8tar: *“The succosaful statese
man. " sald the Coarnfleld Philosopher, "mus)
be able (o stand a great deal while he i3
running, not to mentlon the abllity to lie
at the sames time."

Cloveland Plain - Draler:  “Dloges Is &
tender henrtod man, i=n't het

“What's he been dolng now?”

“Why, he complained to the Humane
Bocloty because Sigshy left hls thermometer
out doors all night,"

Chicago Post: “8he refused him when
he wus a eclvillan, you know, but when he
cime back from the war In a uniform she
wiae erazy to get him.*

“Well?

“Well, he did the best he could for her.
He married another giel, but he sent his
uniform to her with ﬁls compliments, IHa
fald he knew what she prized.”

The Worm Turnas,
Judge.
He was walting there In silence while the
critle rend hils book,
And his heart most sank within him s he
BAW the sneering look
Of the critic, who addressed him: *'8ir,
your book Is very old;
"Tls nifullhful reépetition of a story often
old,"*
Then the author turned to leave him, and
hia face with rage was blue

“Good graclous, Master Critio, do you think
yYour spsech Is new?”

WOULD WE RETURNY

Robert Burna Wilson.
Would we return
It once the gates which close upon the

st
Were open wide for us, and If the dear
‘Ruuu-rlu wred pathway stretehed before us
clear
To lead us back to youth's lost land at

a8
Whereon 1ife's April shadows ligntly cast
Recalled the old sweet days of childish fear
With ail thelr faded hopes, and brought
nnenr

Tha far-off streams In which our askica
DId were glnssed;

M

thesa soft dreams which wake the
goul's sad yearning

Butg l‘l\'-- onve more and walted our return-
n

Would we return?

Would we return ]

If love's enchantment held the heart no
moro

And w--l had come to count the wild, sweet

paln,
The fond distress, the lavish tears—but
the

viadn:
Had cooled hot
amlidst the roar
Of mountaln gales, or, on some allen shora
“’nrniuln the soul’s long angulsh and had
Einin
At last i1Im| dragon of despalr—Iif then the
train
Of vanished vears came back, and as of
yore,
The same volce called, and with soft eyes
begulling,
Our lost iove beckoned, through time's gray
vell smiling,
Would we return?

heart's wounds

Would we return
Once wo had crossed to death's unlovely

Aan
And trod the bloomless ways among the
dead

Lone and unhappy; after years had fled
With twuurh& wings along that glimmer-
Ing atrand,
If then—an angel came with outstretohed

han
Ta lead us back, and we recalled Iin drend
How goon the tears that once for us are

"

May flow for others~how like words In
san

Our memory fades away—how oft our

waking
Might vex the living with the dead heart'd
breaking,
Would we return—
Would we return?
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They are here—the
kind that please and
satisfy—the kind that.
guarantee physical
comfort and tickle the
fancies of fashionable
minds,. They are
here in bewildering
profusion. Everything
handsome, stylish and
useful that pertains to
men’s and boys’ attire
—The next ten days
will be bristling, vigor-
ous days at our store
and it seems to us that
the proper time to pres
pare is NOW,

See Our
Show Windows.

Then come in and
make your selections,
Don’t wait to be jos-
tled about in the

crowd.
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