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Hazlddin, the ambassador, stood at the
door of his tent and gazed down upon the
famons clly of Baalbek, seeing it now for
the first time, The night before he had en-
camped on the helghts to the south of Baal-
beds and had sent forward to that clty mes-
sengers to the prince, carrying greetings
and acqualnting him with the fact that an
embassy from the governor of Damascus
awalted permlssion to enter the gates. The
sun had not yet riesn, but the splemdor
in the east lighting the sky with wondrous
colorings of gold and erimson and green
announced fhe speedy coming of that god
which many of the inhabitanis of Poalbek
still worshipped. The temples and palaces
al the clty took their tints from the flaming
sty and Hazlddio, the ambaseador, thought
he had never scen anything so beautiful,
notwithsatanding the ewlogy Mahomet himself
had pronounced upon hls own metrop2lis
of Pamascus.

The great eity lay In ellence, but the
motient the rim of the sun appeared above
the horlzon theé silence was broken by a
faint sound of chanting from that ornais
temple, seemingly of carven Ivory, which
had hestowad upon the city Its Greek name of
Hellonolls, The temple of the Sun towered
over all other bulldings in the place and, as
if the day god clalmed his own, the rising
sun sho! hls first rays upon this edifice, sirik-
ing from It Instantly ail color, lcaving s
rows of pillars a duzeilng white, as if they
wore fashionesd from the pure snows of (le-
tant Lebanon. The ¢un seemed & main-
gpriag of activity, as well as an object of
adoration, for before It Gad bern  many
minutes above the horizon the ambarsador
saw omerging from the pewly opened gate
the mounted convoy that waoa to act as his
escort Into the elty: so, turning, he gave
a quick command which spredily levelled
the tenta and brought his retlaue Into lioe
to recelve thelr hosts,

The offficer sent by the prince of Buoal-
bek to welcome the ambassador and con-
dust him into the city grected the visitor
with that defgrential ceremony so beloved
of the eastern people, and togethier they
journeyed down the hill to the gated, the
followers of the one mingling f(raternally
with the followers of the other. As H the
Qettles of the wonderful temples they waere
epproaching wished to show the futility of
man'e foresight, a thoughtless remark made
by one of the least In the ambassador’s retl-
nue, made to one of the least who followed
the Baalbek general, wrought ruin to one
empire and saved apother from dlsaster,

A mule dreiver from Haalbek said to one
of his lowly profession from Daipascus that
the animals of the northern city scemed
of superior breed to those of the esuthern.
Then the Damascus man, his civie pride
disturbed by the slightimg remark, replled
haughtily that if the mules of Baalbek had
endured such hardships as those of Damos-
cus, Journeying for a month without *est
through a rugged mountain country, they
would perhaps look In no better condition
than these the speaker then drove.

“Our mules were as sleck as yoursa a
month ago when we left Damascos,”™ As
Baalbek ls but thirty-one milee north of

Damascus the muleteer of the former place
marveled that so long a time had heen spont
on the journey, and he asked hils icllow
why they had wandercd among the mouo-
tains, The other could but answer thul so
It was, and he knew no reason for [t, and
with this the man of Baalbek had to con-
tent himeelf. And so tho tale went from
mouth to ear of the Baalbek men until it
roached the general himself, He thought 1it-
te of 1t for the moment, but turning to the
amboassador gald, having nothing else to
nay: ..

“How long has It taken you from Damwua-
cus lo Daalbek?"

Then the ambassador anewered:

“We have done the Journey in three Jd:ys;
# might have taken us but two, or perhaps
It eould have been accomplished In one, bhut,
there being no necessity for speed, we trav-
€led lelsurely.”

Then the genemal, remalning silent, sald
to himself:

“"Whida hds lled—rumor or
sador?”

He cast bis eyes over the animals the am-

bassalor had brought with him, and saw
that they Indeed showed signs of fatigue, and
perhaps of Irregular and Improper food.
' Prince - Iamael himsel!l received Haziidin,
ambassador of (hmar, governor of Damascus,
At the gates of Daalbsk, wid the pomp an!
splendor of that receptlon was worthy of him
who gave It, but the general found oppor-
tunity to whisper in the ear of the prinee:

“*The ambassador suys he was hut three
days coming, but a follower of his told a fol-
lower of mine that they have been a month
on the road, wanderbig among the moun-
tains.”

Susplelon Is ever latent In the eastern
mind, and the prince was quick to see a
porgible meaning for this wandetiag among

the ambas-

e

HE CLUTCHED THE POLISHED SUR-
PACE IN VAIN.

—

the mountalns” It might well be that the
party was sceking a route at once easy an?
unknown hy which warriors from Damascus
might fall upon Taalbek, yet if this were the
oase why dld not the explorers retuny directly
to Damascus rather than venture within the
walls of Baslbek. It seemed 1o Prince
Tsmael that this would have been the more
crafty method to pursue, for, as It was, un-
lesa messengers had returned to Damascus
to report the result of thelr mopuntaln ex-
curaion, be had the whole party practically
prisoncrs withh: the walls of his city, and he
could easily waylay any etvoy sent by the
ambassador to his chief In Damascus. The
pringe, however, showed nothing in his man-
ner of what was passing through his mind,
but at the last momost he changed the pro-
Eram he had lald out for the reception of the
ambassador. Preparation had been made for
a great publle breakfast, for Hazlddin was
famed thoughcut the east, not only as a Jip-
lomatist, but also as physiclan and a man of
science, The prince vow gave orders that
his officers were to entertain the retinue
of the ambissador at the public foreakfast,
while he bestowed upon the ambassador the
exceptional -honor of asking him to hie
private table, thus giving Haziddin of
Damascus no gpportunity to confer with his
followers after they had entered the gates of
Baaibek. -

It was Impdssible for Hazlddin to demur,
#c he could but bow low and accept the hos-
pltality which might at that momeat be
most unwelcome, as Indeed It was. The
prince’'s manner was so genlal and friendly
that the physiclan, Hazlddin, soon aaw he
bad an easy man to deal with and he sus-
pected ne sinlater motive beacath the cor-
diality of the prince.

The red wine of Lebanon Is stromg and
his highness, Jamael, prissed {t upon his
guest, urging dbat his three days’ Journey
had been fatiguing. The ambassador bad
aaked that his gwo servant might wait upon
him, but the prince would mnot Liear of it,
and sald that mome #hould serve him who
wers not themselves the firet nobles In
Bualbek, o

“You represent Omar, governor of Damas-
cus, son of Kisg Ayoub, and as such 1 re-
celve you on terds of equallty with my-
..l"!r x .

The ambassudor; at Grst ponplussed with
a lavishness thwt was most unusual, grad-

eveigmme bis didence and became |

warm with (e wine and so falled to notlce
that the prinee himself remained cool and
drank eparingly. At last the head of Hagld-
din sank ¢an his breast and he reclined at
full length on the couch he occupled, falling
Into & drunken stupor, for Indecd he was
deeply fatlgued and had spent the night be-
fore aleepless. As Gis cleak fell away from
him It left exposed a small wickar cage at-
tached to his glrdle, contain'ng four pigeons,
clovely huddled, for the cage was barely
large enough to hold them, and here the
prince saw the amtassador's swift messcn.
Rerm to Damascus, Let loose from the walls
of Baalbek and flying direct, the tidings
would, in a few hours, be In the bands of
e governor of Damascus. Haziddin then
was spy as well aa ambassador, The prince
also poescestd carrler pigeon# and  used
them ag a4 means of commuciieation between
his armles at Tripo!l and at Antloch, so he
was not Ignorant of their consequence, The
fact that the ambiasador hlmeelf carried thia
small cage wnder Ola cloak attached to his
girdle showed thé greal Importence that wa
attached to th meswengers, other-
wise Hazaddln Have entrusted them
to wae of his s

“Bring me,""{

\ the prince to his
general, ““four of wn pigeons. Do not
disturb thie thongd attached to the girdie
when you open the cage, but taks the am-
bascador's out and @ubstitute four of my
oW Keep these pigeons of Damascus
Beparate from ours; we may have use for
them in communicating with the goveraor
of Damascus.'

The general, quick 10 see the scheme which

long, level promenade of his roof, ever ques- | would provide oxcuse for his noctuenal wan-

tloning the south. A full moon shone down
on the silent eity, and in that clear air the
plain outside the walls and the nearer hills
were distinetly. visible, as i It were dn{-
Heght. There was no sign of an approach-
ing army. Baalbek lay like a city of the
dead, the splendid architecture of Ita count-
less temples gleaming ghostlike, cold, white
and unreal In the pure refulgence of the
moon, Occaslonally the ambassador paused
Iin his walk and leanel on the mrqinh
had become vaguely uneasy, wondering why
Damascus delayed, and there crept over him
that sensation of dumb fear which comes to
a man In the middle of the night, and leaves
bim with the breaking of day. He reallzed
keenly the extreme peril of his own poiition,
imprisoned, and at the mercy of his enemy,
thould his treachery be diacovered. And
now as he leaned over the parapet In the
breathless stillness his alert ear missed
an accustomed murmur of the night. Baal-
bek waa lulled to sleep by the éver present
tinkle of running water, the most dellclous
sound that ocan sooth an eastern ear, ac-
| customed as it Is to the echoless silemce of
|lhu arid, ralaless desert,
| The little river which entere! Paalbek
| first fowed past the palice of the prince,
! then to the homes of the nobles end the
| pricats, meanderlng through every strest
tad lane until it camn 1o the baths left
by the Romans, from whence it flowed
through the ponfer quarters, and at last
{ divappeared under the outer wall. It mignt
Gie termed a liquld guide to Baalbek, for
the gtranger leaviug the pulace anl foliow-
Ing Its cucvent, would be led pest every
temple and residence In the clty. It was
the limpid thread of life running {hrough
the velns of the town, and without it Baal-
bek could not havs exieted. As the amlus-
ealor leaned aviee the paripet wonderlhg
whethes It was nis Imagination which made
this night seem more still than all that had
gone before since he came to the elty, he
suddenly became aware that what be missed
was the purling trickle of the water. Peer-
ing over the wall of his house, and gazing

wi! In the prince's
Bealbek plgeons, ldentical with the others
In w'ze and color. He brought with him
also a cage into which the Damescus pigeons
were pul, and thus the treasfer was made
without the knowledge of the slumbering
ambawador, His cloak was arranged about
him o that It concealed the cage attachel
to the girdle, and then the ambassador's
own servants were gent for and he was con-
fided to helr care.

When Hazlddln awoke he found himsell In
a sumptuous rffop of the palace. He had but
a hazy remémbritc® of the latter part of the
meal with the prince and his first thought
went with a thrill of fear toward the cage
which had beéd under his cloak; finding,
however, that this was intact, he was much
relleved In his mind and could but hope that
In his cups he had not tabbled zoything of
hig misasion which might arouse susplelon in
the miad of the prince, His fist meeting
with the ruler of Baalbek after the break-
fast they had had together set all doubis
finally at rest, because Lhe prince recelved
him with a friendship which was unmistak-
able. The physician apologized for being
overcome by Lhe potency of the wine and
pleaded that he had hitherto been unused to
ligier of such strength. The prince waved
away all reference Lo the subject, saying that
he himeelf had succumbed on the same oOc-
cavlon, and had but slight recollection of
what had passed between them.

Iamall assigned to the ambassador one of
the palaces near the Pantheon, and Haziddin
found himself free to come and go as he
pleased, without esplonage or restriction. He
epeedlly learned that gne of the armles of
Baalbek wes at'ithe north near Antloch,
the other to the west at Tripoll, leav-
ing the great clty practigally unproteeted,
and this unprecedented state of affalrs, Jump.
Ing so coincident with the designs of his
master, that he hastened to communicale
the intelligence, He wrote:

"It Baalbek I8 Immediately attacked, i
cannot be protected. Half of the army ls a:
the ahore of the Mediterrancan near Tripoll,
the other half i .north at Antloch. The
prince has no suspicion, If you conceal the
main body of your army behind tho Giila to

mind, brought four

the southh of Baalbek and come on yourse!f:

with @ small retinue, sending notice to the
prince of your arrival, he will likely himself
come out of the gales to meet you, and hav-
lng secured hils person, while [ with my fol-
lowers hold the open gates, you can march
Into Paalbek unmolested, Once with a force
Inside e walls of Baalbek the clty is as
nearly as possible Impregnable, and Golding
the prince prisoner you may make with him
your own terms, The cliy Is Indescribably
rich, cad probably mever before in the hlg-
tory of the world hae there been opportunlty
of aocumulating so much treasure with so
tittle risk."

This writing Hazlddin attachied to the leg
of a pigeon, and throwing the bird aloft
feom the walls, It promptly disappeared over
the housetops, and a few momenis later was
in the hands of Ws master, the prince of
Baalbek, who read the tréacherous mesange
with amazement, Then, Imitating the am-
bagsador's writing, he penned a note, saying
that this was not the time to Invade Baal-
bek. but, as thers were rumors that ths
armics were about to leave the city, one

going to the ner and the other to the
west, the ambads would send; by an-
other pigeon, newes thy proper moment to
strike, e

This communicatigh &he prince attached to
the leg of one of the Damascus plgeons, and,
throwing It into the air, saw with satisfac-
tlon that the Dird flew stralght across the
hills toward the south.

Ismail that night sent messengers mounted

on swift Arablan horses to Tripoll and to

Antioch, recalling his ‘armies, directing hie
generals to avold Baalbek and to join forces
in the mountains to the south of that clty
and out of sight of it. This done the prince
attended In state & banquet tendered to him
by the ambassador from Damascus, whers
he charmed all preseat by his genlal ur-
banity, speaking touchingly on the blesaligs
of prace, and drinking to a thorough under-
standing between the two great cities of the
east, Damascus and Baalbek, sentiments
which were cordially reclprocated by the
ambassador,

Next morning the second pigeon came to
the palace of the prince. “Ismall Is still
unsueplelove,” the document ran, “He will
fall an easy prey it aotion is prompt. In
case of a fallure t0 surprise, it would be well
to Impress upon your generals the neces-
slty of surrouding the elty instantly so
tha¥ messengers cannot be sent to the two
armiea. It willl then be advisable to cut
off the water mupnly by diverting the course
of the small river which flows ko Baalbek.
The walls of the cily are Incredibly
sirong, and & few men can defond them suc-
cessfully agajnet & host once the gates are
shut,  Thirst, however, will soon compel
them to surrender. Sirike quickly, and
Baalbek |s youms.'

The prince sl 8 note of another lenor
to Damascus, aod the calm day passed
serenely on, the watching
anxlously from the toed of his palace, his
gaze turniog now wesiward, now portleward,

The t_after the second

bad becs sent the paced

downward on the moonlit street, he saw
no reflecting glitter of the current, and
realized with a leap of the heart that the
stream had run dry,

The ambassador was quick to understand
the meaning of this sudden drylog of the
élream. Notwithstanding his vigilance, the
sold’ers of Damascus had stolen upon the
city, unpercelved by him, and had already
diverted the water course. Instantly his
thoughts turned toward hls own escape,
In the morning the fact of the Invasion
would be revealed, and his life would lle
at the mercy of the exasperated ruler. To
flee from Baaltek in the night he knew
to be no easy task, all the gates were
closed, and oot one of theem would be opened
before daybreak, except through the Inter-
ventlon of ihe prince himsell. To spring
from even the lowest part of the wall would
mean instant death. In thls extremity the
natural Ingenuity of the man eame to his
rescue. That which gave him warning would
also provide an avenue of safely.

The stream, conveyed to the city by a lofty
aqueduct, penetrated the thick walls ¢hrongh
a turrwl cut In the solld stome, just large
enough to receive ita volume. The tunnel
being thus left <iry, & man could crawl on
his hands and knees through it, and once
outside, walk upright o©a-the top of the
viaduct, along the empty bed of the river,
urtil he reached the spot where the water
had been diverted and there find his com-
rades. Wastirg not a thought on the
Jeopardy In which he left his own followers,
thus helplessly Imprisoned in Baalbek, but
bent only _oa his own safety, he left his
hovse silently and  hurricd, deep in the
shadow, along the obscure slde of the street.
He knew he must avold the guards of the
palace, and that done, his path to the in-
vading army was clear. But Dbelfcre he
reached the palace of the prince there re-
mai:ed for Lim anofher stupefylng surprise.

Coming to a broad thoroughfare leading
to the sqilare in which stood the temple of
life, he was amazed to see at his feet, flowing
rapidly, the full tide of the stream whatiter~
ing Into dancing dlscs of light the reflection
of the fuill moon on its surface, gurgling
| swiltly toward the square. The fugltive
stcod motlonless aud panle-stricken at the
marglo of this transparent flocd. He knew
that hls retreat ha'i been cut off. What
had happened? Perh®ps the etrong current
had swept away the impediment placed
against it by the Invaders, and thus had re-
sumed Its course bito the elty. Perhaps—
| but ttere was little use In surmising, and
the ambassalior, recovering o a measure his
sell-possession, resolved to see “whether or
not it would lead him to his own palace.

Crossing the widg thoroughfare Into the
shadow beyond, he followed it towarl the
fquare, keeping his eye on the stream that
Rowed In the mooalight. The rivalet flowed
dlrectly across the square to the temple of
Iife; there, sweeping in a seml-cirele half
round the huge building, It resumel s
straight course. ‘The ambssador healtated
before crossing the moonlit equare, but a
moment’'s reflection showed him that no
suspicion could possihly attach Lo his move-
mends in this directioa, for the temple of
life was the only sacred edifice forever open.

The lemple of life consisted of a huge
dome, which was srpported by & double circle
of plllars, and beneath this dome had been
erected & glgantic marble alatue represent-
Ing the god of lile, who stood motionless
with outstretched arms, as 40 Invoking a
blessing upon the clty., A clrcular opening
at the top of the dome allowed the rays of
the moon to penetrate and Mluminate the
head of the statue. Against the white
polished surface of the broad marble &lab
whith lay at the foot of the statue the
ambassador saw the dark forms of several
prostrate figures, and knew that each was
there to beg of the sightlesa statue life for
| gome friend lylng at that moment some-
| where on a bed of iliness. For thie reason
| the temple of life was always open, and
supplicanta prostrated themselvea within It
At any hour of the night or day. Remem-
bering this, and knowing that it wam the
resort of high and low allke, for death
respects not vank, Haziddin, with gathering
confidence, entered the moonllt equare, At
the edge of the great clroular temple he
paused, meeting there his third eurprise.
He eaw (bat the stream was not deflected
around the lower rim of the edifiee, but that
a stone bad been swung at right angles
with the lower step, cutting off the flow of

the stream to the left, and allowing fits
waters to pour underneath the temple.
Listening, the ambassador heard the low,

muffied roar of pouring water, smd Instantly
his quick mind jumped at an aecurate con-
clusion. Underneath the temple was a
gigantic tank for the storage of water, and
it was being filled during the might. Did
the authorities of Baalbek expect a slege,
and were they thus preparing for It? Os
wis Lhe filling of the tank ap erdinary func-
tion performed periodically to keep the
water sweel? The ambassador would have
kiven much for an accurate answoer to these
quest'ons, but he knew not ‘whom to ask.

He,

_Entering the temple, he prostrated him- % B
@l on the marble alab and remalned there !Ir a
Tor a few moments, hoplng that, if his '

Prescnce had been observed, thie lﬂhl. -
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| dorings. Rising, ho crossed again the broad
. square, and hurried up the street by which
he Bad entered it. This eireet led to the
[ northern Jnla. whose dark arch be eaw at
| the end it, and just as he wan about lo
jturn down a lane which led to hla palace
(he found himeelf confronted with a fourth
problem. One leaf of the ponderous pgate
ewung Inward, and through the opening he
caught a glimpse of the moonlit country be-
yond, Knowing that the gales were never
i opened at night, except through the direct
order of the prince, he paused [or a moment
and then saw a man om borseback enter,
fiing himsell hurriedly from his eteed, leav-
(Ing It In care of thowe In charge of the
. mates, and disappear dewn the street that
{led directly to the prince’'s palace. In &
most perturbed etate of mind the ambas-
sador sought Gila ows homse and theve wrote
hie final dispatch te:Damascus. Fle told of
jhis discovery of the water tank and sald
that Gis former advies segasding the diverts
Ing of the atream svas:not longer of prac-
tical value. He sald be would investigate
further the reservalr usader the Temple of
Life and discover I possible how the water
wes dlgcharged. I he succecded In Lls
quest he would endeaver, In case of a long
slege, to et (ree Baatbel's store of water,
but he relterated #hia!belief that it was
better to attempt thve capture of the city by
=urprise and fierce ;aemault. The meszage
that actually went t8 Dmmascus, carried by
the third pigeon, “was again different In
tenor,

the lines, It Is nevertheless noticeable that
no reasonable precautions are neglected. 1In
Amerlea, #a o whole, soarcely any provision
Is made for preventing thia clams of accl-
dents.

I the state of Massachysotts alone there
are about hall as many deaths from this
ocamse an In the whole of Great Britaln and
freland; ant daring the last Afteen years
nearly one-hall of all the fatallties upon the
rallways In that state have been of this class,
By averaging the {atalitles oceurrjog In
Great Britaln and Germany, and comparing
with the average for Massachusetts and
Cannecticut, the proportion I8 about as seven
to one In favor of the foreign cowitries. Cer.
taln clasars of acoldenta are now almost un-
known in Qermany. Accldents to pedestrians
at road erossings, or (0 pagsengers from
cromsing the tracka at stations, are bardiy
possible at the present time, Any one ate
tempting (o walk upon the track s sure tu
be atopped, and very severs penalties ars
Imposel for any deflance of the orders of an
employe,

In this connection a few broad comparisons
are very significant. In the city of Buffalo,
for iwtance, It was reported, a few years
hgo, that sixty-one fatalitiem occurred at
grade oroseings In elghteen months, belng
two more than the number reported for the
whole of Garmany for the previous five years,
Agaln, In the report of the terminal commiss
slon to the mayor and commots councll of
Chicago, It was stated that over 200 people
loat their llves at the grade crossings In that
city In 1801, This Is nearly as many fatall-
ties as otcurred In the whole of Great Britain

“Come at once,” 3t sald, ''Baalbek I= un-
protected, and the prince has gonoe on a
hunting expedition. March through the pass
of El-Zald, which is unprotected, because It
is the longer route. The armies of Haal-
bek are at Tripoll and at Antloch, and the
{city Is without even q garrison. The south-
ern gate will be open awalting your com-
ing."™

Days pasged and the ambassador paced the
roof of his house, looking in valn toward
the south. The stream flowed as usual
through the city. Anxlety at the lack of
all tidings from Damascus began to plow
furrows in his brow. He looked careworn
and haggard. To the kindly lnquiries of the
pritece regarding his health he replied that
there was nothing amiss,

‘One evenlng an urgent message came
from the oalace requesting h!s attendance
there, The prince met him with concern on
his brow. |

‘*Have you had word from your master,
Omar, governor of Damascus, since you
parted with him?" asked Ismall,

“I have had no tidings,' replled the am-
bassador,

"“A messenger has Just come in from
Damascus, who says that Omar is in deadly
peril, 1 thought you should know thls
speedlly, and so 1 sent for you."

"Of what nature is this peril?” asked the
amtbtassador, turning pale,

“The messenger sald something of his
falling a prisoncr, sorely wounded, In the
hands of his enemies.”

“0f his eremies,” echoel the ambassador.
“He has many. Which one has besn vic-
torious?”

"l have had no particulars, and per-
haps the mews may not be true,”" answered
the prince soothingly.

“May 1 question your messenger?"

"“Assuredly, He has gone to the Temple
of Life to pray for msome of his own kin,
who are In danger. Let us go there to-
gether and fod him."

But the messenger had alrcady left the
temple before the arrival of his master,
and the two found the great place entirely
empty. Standing near the edge of the slab
before the mammoth statue, the prinee sald:

*“stand upon that sb facing the statue,
and I will tell you more falthfully than
ANy messenger whelher your master shall
live or die, and when—""

“l am a Mcslem,"” answered Hazxiddin,
“and pray to none but Allah.”

“In Baaibek,'" sald the prince carelessly,
all religlons are tolerated. Here we have
temple» for the worship of the Roman and
the Greek gole, and mosques for the Mos-
lems, Here Christian, or the Jew, sun wor-
&hlpper, or Pagan implore thelr several gods
unmolested, and thus is Baalbek prosperous.
I confess a liking for this temple of Li‘e,
and come here often. I should, however,
warn you that it la the geueral belier of
those who frequent th's place that he who
steps upon the marbie slad faclng the god
courts disaster. unless his heart Is as free
from treachery and gulle as this stone be-
neath him ja free from flaw. Perhaps you
bave heard the rumor, aand therefore hesi-
tate."

‘I have not heard it, heretofore, but hav-
Ing heard it, do not hesitate.” Saying which
the ambassador stepped upon the stone. In-
stantly the marble durned under him, and
falling, he clutched. its polished surface in
valn, dropplag helplesdly Into the reservolr
beneath. The air under his cloak bore him
up and kept him from tinking. The resers
volr into which he hafdl fallen proved to be
as large as the temple itself, circular in
form, as was the edifice above It. Steps
rose from the water) in unbroken
around it, but even 1f he could have reached
the edge of the“huge:tank {n which he fouad
himself, ascent by thesteps was Impossible,
for upon the first three burned vigorously
somo chemical substamee, which luridly flu-
minated the surface of this subterranean
Inke, He was surrounded immediately by
water, and beyond that by rilsing rings of
flames, and he rightly surmised that this
substance was Greek fire, for where It
dripped Into the water it stiil buraed, float-
fag on the surface. A moment later the
prince appeared on the upper steps, outside
the flaming circumference.

“Ambasgsador,” he cried, “I to!d you that
it you stepped on the marble slab you would
be Informed truly of the fate of your master,
1 now anuounce to you that he dies tonight,
belng a prisoner I1a my hands. His army
was annihllated In the pass of BEl-Zald,
while he was on his way to capture this
city through your treachery. In your last
communication to bhim you gmaid that you
would investigate our water storage, and
learn how it was discharged. This secret I
shall proceed to put you in possession of,
but before dolog so I beg to tell you that
Damascus has fallen and Is in my posscs-
slon, The reservolr, you will observe, ls
emptied by pulllng this lever, which re-
leases & trapdoor at the center of the bot-
tom of the tank."

The prince, with both hands on the lever,
exeried his strength and depressed It. In-
stantly the ambassador felt the result,
First, a small whiripool became indented in
the placld surface of the water, exactly In
the center of the disc. Enlarging its Influ-
ence, It grew and grew until it reached the
outer edges of the reservolr, bringing lines
of fire round with It, The ambassador
found hims=elf floating with increased rapld-
ty, dizelly round and round.,, He cried out
}n @ volce that rang against the stone cell-
ng:

“*An ambassador's life Is sacred, prince of
Baalbek. It is contrary to the law of na-
tlons to do me injury, much less to encom-
pars my death.'”” “An ambassador is sacred.'
replied the prince, “but not a spy. Aside
from that, an ambassador's duty Is to pre-
cede bis master, and that you are sbout to
do. Tell him when you mest him the secret
of the reservolr of Baalbek."

This reservolr, now a whirllng maeclstrom,
hurled its shricking victim fato its vortex,
and then drowned shriek and man together.

HAILWAY CASUALTIES.

Comparison Hetween American and
Other Countrien.

Mr. Franklin B. Locke contributes an
article to the May Century on “Railway
Crossings In Burope and Amerlea," o which
he save:

With the casualtica that are properly
classifled as due to grade-crossbigs are gen-
erally Includel accldents to trespassers—that
is, to persons who altempt to cross or walk
at grade upon the 'lines between the pre-
scribed crossings. Thik class of accidents
forms a Jarge factor dn the sum total of
deatbs and Injuries, and great care is taken
by the forelgn compaxiies to protect the pub-
Ho in this particular. Fully one-third of all
the acckdents to persens on the English
roads belong to thig ¢laes: and while It is
generally regarded that these accldents are
the result of carelessness on the part of
those who take the risks of enterkag upon

rings

w11 Ireland from the same cause Juring the
succesding Ave years. These figures seem (o
indicate that these two citles afford from
| three to five times ss many fataliiies of this
| class as the whole of Great Britain and lIre-
and and Germany combined.

Generally speaking, the objections to
grade-crossings were clearly foreseen in Eng-
land, and the remedles were applled In
e cltlee when the mrallways were estab-
lished. In the country districts there are
still a conslderable number of grade-crosn-
ings, They are by no means &0 numecous,
however, as an the Continental lines, Un-
der the vegulation of rallways acls, 1868 and
1871, a penulty of 40 ehlllings Is provided
for the offecase of entering or bhelag upon
A mallway, except for the purpose of oress-
Ing the same at eome authorized crossing.
(It Is provided, howeves, that the affending
party shall fizet Gave been warned by the
agenta of the company. This latter fact
somewhat reduces the efMclency of the regu-
lation, as It Ia often difficult to give satls-
tactory proof of warning.

The Board of Trade has maie regulations
and recommendaticns as to the arvange-
ments at stations, and regarding the pro-
tectlon of grade-croesings where they exlat.
Platferms are to be not less than three feet
above rall level, except In rare Instances.
Bach passcnger track I8 to Gave its gepuvate
platform, and sirees la Iald upon the prin-
ciple Lthat passengers ehould fina it difficult,
and always unnecessary, to descend upon the
tracks, The character of gates, and the
manner of operating theem, are prescribed,
Private coad-crossings are also provided with
gates; and under the law of 1846 a penalty
Iz provided for pecgons who neglect to close
them after paseing through, and persons
teing them enter upon the track at thelr
own risk. TOe comparative freedom f[rom
accidents of all classes on the Engilsh reada
l8 due to much Investigation by pariia-
mentary commissions, many of the teporta
by these commlissions being very suggestive
and valuable., Among other tanglble resulis
of these Investigations has been a wilse ex-
tenslon, In 1871, of the powers of the rall-
way department of the Board of Trade.
Slace that time, and largely through the ef-
fortd of the board, there has been a marked
decrease in railway casualtles throughout
Great Britaln, as Indicated by the etatlstles
covering (Ueee matlera.

Arnold's Bromo Celery cures headaches.
10c, 26c and Hde. All drugglsts.

Clocek Company Asslgnn,

BOSTON, April 27.—The B, Howard Clock
and Watch company, Samuel Little, presi-
dent, has made an assignment for the benefit
of creditors to F, E. Snow., Samuel Little
and his son, Arthur, also have made iadi-
vidual asslgnments. Both are mid to be on
the paper of the clock company for large
amounts. Tt is estimated that the liabilities
of the watch company will reach $500,000,
with aescts of $400,000. 7he cavee of the
acgignment 12 not known.

A soap that destroys the soft-

ness of woolen will destroy the

noftness of

the skin, Be

sure of that,

No matter

how much a

soap costs, If

it shrinks

wool it isn't

fit for the

toilet. The

best soap for

all . uses is

| i the soapthat

i = won't shrink
| w b 4 INE wool.

WOOL SOA

. IT aWIMSE.
“Wool Soap Is an oxcellent article, and
every woman will be benefited by uulng 16"
HELENX M.BARKEWR, Treas. Nat'| W.C.T.U,

the

P endorse
the greatest known
strengthener, invigorat-
or and rostorntive.  Is
"'"""Tl“‘;"'r. th, .-ﬂ.“?'-

sire

cle an L3 “!M ns

See That Stamp!

It Is the Government
Internal Revenue Stamp
over the Cork and Cap-
* sule of every bottle of

CROMand

the nerves

nerative organs Lo
Iy regain thelr nor-
powers. For nerv«
ous_ prostration, overs

work, Impaired vitality S8
it elthor sex, or exees:lve uso of ogt.m. ll%uc‘l
or tobaces, It positively cannob excolled
One box will work woenders Bix will oure
BAR-BEN ix for salo by nil druggists, 80 tabe
leta, 50 centa.  Ono 10 1wo months tment.
Fill eu\dmul maill uln the t!:rn‘cg " a. llwf:ll= ﬁ:%h
box, and wo will give yo w0 Apee -
. BAR-DEN ls pre-

tion without extra chargs
¢ , \ | pared by Hjalmoer O. Henson, PhD, B B,
- WHISKIE l root from the formuls of E E. Harton, M. D
Cleveland's r‘::uul. nminor:t‘n;fm'lirn;‘u Madl
osed package on receipt of prie
Certlfying to the Age and Purity of the | in cbﬂ\& %\lf'mt«.' R h _l‘I o

Whisky.

NOTE —It la the Government's Guwar-
anier that goes with thin bottling. See
that the name W, A, GAINES & €O, is printed
on the stamp. |

ALL DEALERS SELL IT

91 Bar-Ben Biock, Cloveland, O

For sale by Kuhn & Co, 16tn and Douge
las; J, A. Fuller & Co., W0 Douglas 8t.,
nd Graham Drug Co., 1Hth and Farnamg
Ing Pharmaey, 27th and Leavenworthg
| Payton's Phurmacy, Hth and Leavenworthg
E. J. S:vKorn, Sorith Omaha, and all othepe
drugglets In Omaha, South Omnha, Council
-

e -]

MA"H“"“ RESTGHED “eu'|".'”
This groat Vegetable
Vitalizerthe ripe

tion of & famous French physiclan, will quickly cure you of all ne

vuus of disensca of Lthe geterative u%am. such ny f.uu Man

Insomnia, 'sins o the Back, Beminal Emisslons, Nervous Debillity

Pimples, Unfithess to Marry, Exhaustiog Dralis, Varicooale mid

Cona:lpnlllm. 1t atops all losses by du{ or night  Prevents qoicks

nlt‘mu'u allm-lm!‘l .ln- hich Il'nut:lw:r#;;;' 'a.usls'tn’ﬁprma‘lhn:rﬂlm -&

all the horrors of Impotency. €U A S cleansos ver,

BEFORE ano AFTER kidaeysand the urinary organs of sll knpuritios :
CUPIDENE strenglhens and restores small wenk organa,

The renson sufferers are not cured by Doctors i because ninety per eont are tronbled with
tatitis, CUPIDENE (s the only known remed v to oure without ai operation, S000 tentlmanie
s A written gunrantes given and money returned (f six boxes does nob effect perunncut eure,

sm. box, slx fur §5.00, by mall, Bend for Frek circular and testimoninls,

Address DAVOL HEDICINE €O, P, O. Box 2070, Ban Franclsco, Cal, Fur Sale by
MYERS-DILLON DRUG C0. 9. BE, Cor. 146th and Faranm, Omahs, °

“EAST, WEST, HOME IS BEST,” IF KEPT
GLEAN WITH

e p— — —— S — ——
Pictures of the Navy and Cuba

The Bee has arranged to supply its readers with a set of
Portfolios which answer many important questions they
have been asking themselves and their friends for gometime
past. The Bee prints the news concerning Cuba, the Ha-
waiian Islands and the American Navy, but where is

the reader that would not like to see these things as they
really are, The set will comprise—

Ten Portfolios of Photographic Reproductions

presenting 160 views, accompanied by concise explanatory text,
They furnish much valuable information about

HAWAIL CUBA,

Countries where America has large interests to be protected, and

THE AMERICAN NAVY

which will figure proininently in the protecting. Naturally every American
wants to gknow what sort of ships Uncle Sam uses in arguinr nautical ques-
tions, and The Bee's offer affords the means of knowing the strength of hig
logic In heated disputes.

X
H[]w Tu GET THEM| The Omaha Bee will please send to the |

Flil out the annexed coupon

bt - v e T i
m’ﬂ:ly stating iow many Jou undersigned reader®..... +PORTIOLIOS as
wish, and bring (or =end) It to 3

The Bee with 10 cents in coln issund, for which® .......v.... I5 Inclosed.

for each PORTFOLIO wanted, !
It will be more convenient to

send $1.00 at the outsst, as you
can thereby avoid writlng a
letter and enclosing a dime for
each af the successlve issues,
They wlill be sent out as fast
a8 they come from the presses,

Get One for a Dime;
~ 10 for a Dollar,

Cuba and Navy Series

Now Complete. _
Parts 1 to 10 now here.

NSRS e s avanensinsias.eaain s conuismen ss et in !

1 Sy g S T T T O

saan wene

O A S S T

*Indicats In pluin igures how many Portfolios
are wianted and how much money I8 Inclosed, Bend
no stiamps.

...... State.... ...

|

neglects that,

permanently

especiall

-
¥

CASTORIA i,.

For Infants asd Children 4

e —T—

For “Worn.our” Wo

What a lot of ** worn-out’* women there are in the world! They go to
bed tired, get little sleep, and rise unrefreshed fn the morning.
battle !or'them. It's a fight for existence against heavy odds after 8 woman
commences to go down hill, S
slight derangement or weakness € organs
: and the whole system is soon vitally affected. Her
quickly becomes deplorable.
appearance of such trouble!
pently cure ninety-nine out of every \
This medicine is a simple, pure, vegetable Wine,
ties, It goes to the root of the trouble, and
builds up & woman's health,
Every woman who is losing flesh and strength,
y if the menstrual organs are in any
way affected, should take Wine of Cardui.

IT COSTS ONLY 81.00 PER BOTTLE AT THE DRUC STORE.

MEN.....

OBINSONVILLE, Miss.,
. Nov. 2nd, :Sgy.l 1
the use of Wine of Cardu
m?z:ow in better health than at
any time since I became a woman,
I suffered greatly for a long time.
Had severe painsin both sides, and
between the shoulders. When I
would rise in the moruius I was
always weary, Icould not do any-
thing but lay around. Iam now
in good health, and can dom
bousework without difficulty.
don't get up in the mornin feel-
ing tired and worn out, Wine of
Cardui is a great medicine.

MRS, P. JONES.

nes Gard

Life is a hard

Usually her trouble commences with some
that make her a woman, She
condition
How much better it is to seek relief at the first
If taken in time, Wine of Cardui will perma-
hundred cases of **female diseases’’.
with no intoxicating quali-

——




