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(Benl) Notury Publie.
L ——— —

Ithode Isl:ll-u-l_ln_mn.rl-ll-. mt It I8 keep-
fng on the right side of the political
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This should be a busy week for the
milliners as well as for the diplomats
and admirals.

It looks as if it 18 Governor Holeomb
svhio s afealil of the eharges of malfeas-
ance preferreid ngalust his pet police
commlission appaintees,

If there 18 anvithing else the rallroada
want from the bogus state rilway rego-
Intors who draw $6,000 g year from the
taxpayers for doing nothing they should
not hositate to ask for it,

Senator Allen has offered himself to
the serviee of Nebraska In any eapacity
Governor  Holeomb may asslgn hio.
Why not Impress the senntor in the role
of governor's substitute?

Topeka, Kamn,, direw a prize in the dis-
tribution of names for the nesww floet,
Topeka Is not only a more euphonions
nume than DMogenes but it shines with-

out the lght of a rush lantern.

The Transmississippl Exposition and
f1s accompanying conventions will eon-
stitute the biggest event of the year and
onght to have the best exenrsion rates
matde by the passenger assoclations,

One advantnge still possessed by the
Tnited States should not be overlooked,
It has not yet Incurred the obligation
.fly annexation of protecting  Hawall
with a fleet constantly stationed there.

It was to be expected that the brewers
wonld make objections to the proposed
donbling of the tax on beer, as suggested
by Secretary Gage, In case a large sum
of money is needed by the government,
Now let the beer consumers be heard
from,

Acecording to the organ of the hogns
reform police board Governor Holcomb,
to save his lmpeachables, 18 golng to ran
awny from his duty to Investigate the
¢harges preferred before him hy deny-
ing the Jurisdiction of the supreme court
to compel him to do 8o by mandamus,

And now, according to the Jackal press,
nothing but a ten-million-dollar Wall
sireet corruption fund is keeping the na-
tion from Indulging in the luxury of war.
The author of *“I'he Seven Great Finan-
elal Conspiracles” must have broken
loose and been Impressed into the service
of the yellow lars.

ll

The rallrond manngers object to the
proposed fareical hearing on the Tibbles
rate case because it will needlessly con-
sume the time of thelr pald attorneys,
The wasted tlme of the £6,000-a-year
donothing state railrond commissioners
does not count. They get thelr money
out of the state treasury.

General Lew Wallace has sald publicly
iat although he thinks war with Spain
almost inevitable the people must dis-
abuse thelr minds that it would last only
a few days or n few weeks, He might
have added that the damaging effects of
the shortest possible war ave sure to be
gelt for long years after its close.

The bicyvle has practically eompleted
the conguest of the world and wheels
are to be seen on every continent undoer
all conditions and In infinite variely.
But the Germans, next to the Amerienns,
Jead In the manufacture of the silent
steeds, It I8 learned from ofliclal sta-
tisties that G000 workmen were em-
ployed In 18046 in bicyele factorles In
Germany and this did not inelude those
engaged In making separate parts of bi-
cycles, The advent of the bicyele was
not the signal for the emancipation of
the horse, as some persons had predieted,
but It made work for thousands of
skilled workmen,

The refusal of Juage 'owell to over-
rule the verdtlet of the jury in the Bart
loy bomd case Is to be deplored for many
reasons. In the first place the verdict
of the jury was a travesty on  Justlee
and an outrage upon the taxpayers of
Nebraskn, The fivst Impresslon in this

community was that the jury had been

fixed or tampered with and that impres-
slon still prevails, In the next place, it
{8 dounleful whether the state will be
able to recover on the bond If the ordi-
nary couprse of supreme court proceduro
{8 followed in this case. Several of the
pondsmen have already made themselves
judgment proof by placing their prop-
erty out of the reach of the law otficers,
and If two or three years more elapse
before the verdict is set aside there will
be lttle or nothing to levy ou in case of
judgwent for the stata

THE OMAHA DALy Bm‘

APPFEAL UF TAE AMBARSADORS,
The enll upon the president of the
European ambassadors, who in the name
of thelr governnents expressed the hope
that further negotiations wonld lead to
the maintenance of pence and afford
gunrantees for the reestablishment of
otder In Cuba, wag an Impressive diplo-
matle Incident, These represemntatives
of six European powers which nre on
friendly relntlons with both the T'nited
States and Spaln voleed the enrnest de-
sire of thele respective governmoents and
certainly the Ameriean peoople will not
fall to appreciate the motive and splrit
of the appeal to thelr “feclings of hu-
manity and moderation.”  They wil
aciquieses fully in the admirable pesponse
of President MceKiuley, in which he sald
the government shared the hope ex-
pressed by the ambassadors “and for its
part Is confident that equal apprecintion
will be shown for Its own earnest and
unselfish endeavors to fulfill a duty to
hnmanity by ending a situation the in-
definite prolongation of which has be-
come Insufferable.” This utterance of
the president Is most significant and will
put an end to doubt as to his purpose to
terminate at once the struggle In Cubn.
It Is ensy to infer from it the splrit of
the message he will send to congress if
Spain does not aceede to the proposals
of this government.,

The representations of the ambassa-
dors will, it is to be presumed, be the
only effort made on the part of Kuropean
governments to exert an Influence upon
the course of the United States. There
is nothing In the attitude of those gov-
ernments, as Indicated by their repre-
sentatlves, to which the American peo-
ple can justly take any objection. It s
declared to be purely disinterested and
will be so regarded. The attempt to
form a concert of European powers with
a view to mediation is not lkely to be
renewed and it now seems safe to say
that the United States may proceed to
gettle its differences with Spain In 18
own way, without any further thrents
of Intervention or Interference from Eu-
ropeian powers.,

|

SILYERITE STRABISMUS,

From east to weat, from north to south,
the returns from the munlcipal elections are
full of cheer for the bimetalllsts. The sllver
question s not dead., 1t ls a living, grow-
Ing queation.—World-Herald,

The average free silverite 18 by natre
endowed with a very fertile Imagination,
Every event at home or abroad, whether

t Is & wrouth, a flood, a conflagration ov
an earthquake, is full of promise for the
cause of 16 to 1 coinage regardless of
any other nation on earth. It I8 per-
fectly natural, therefore, for the politl-
cal trance medlum  which tells the
past and reads the future to see visions
of glorious gains and triumphs for the
ellver delusion in the returns of the
spring town elections,

How anybody with a  thimbleful of
braing can soe anything favorable elther
to gold or silver In those elections passes
comprehension.  These municipal elee-
tions have had no more to do with na-
tional polities than has the spring honse-
cleaning campiign, In nearly every in-
stanee the issue was personal and loeal.
In‘some towns the fight was over license
or no-license. In others 1t was a fight
betwesn the supporters and opponents
of municipal ownership and the taxation
of publie franchises, In some towns
the ery was “Turn the raseals out,'”
while In others there was practleally no
contest whatever.

But the silver fakirs and politleal
sonthsnyers pretend to see in the results
encouragement to a cause which was
not thought of In a single town election
out of the hundreds that were held.
They think they can fool the people Into
believing that the figures show substan-
tial progress for silver flatism, when the
truth {8 the silver question was care-
fully avolded as n hoomerang even by
the silver enthusinsts,

OUR INTERESTN IN THE FAR EAST.

With the pressure of the Cuban crisis
upon it, It was not to be expected that
the administration would give attention
to any other foreign problem, yet it is
stated that the conference on Wednes-
day of Ambassador Hay with My, Bal-
four, acting sceretary of state for for-
elgn affalrs, was in part with reference
to the situation in China. It is there-

ls not altogether unmindful of what is
taking place In the far east or of Ameri-
can Interests In  that quarter of the
world.

So Tar as appears the commercial In-
terests of the United States In the far
enst are not now jeopardized. The ac-
quisition, through lease, of Chinese ter-
ritory by Russia has been accomplished
upon condltions which, if faithfully ad-
hered to, will pnt no obstacle in the way
of Awmerlean trade. On the contrary,
according to the tussian view, it will
open to the commerce of the world a
populous region hitherto eclosed to it
But assuming that Russin will act In
good faith ns to this partieular tearritory,
it 1s by no means certain that hoer de-
sipns and thoese of other Kuvopean pow-
ers in regard to China are fully compre.
hended in what has hesn attained, In
his statement to the House of Commons
o few doys ago respeeting the eastern
sitnation My, Balfour significantly sald
that  *“relative to the securlty of the
future It could not be denied that the
indications were that China might col-
lnpse and with further Jqeeay fragments
might be snapped up by varvious pow-
ers” It Is not to be donbted that this
is the view of Europenn statesmen gen-
erally and It foreshimdlows a vigorons
race between the powers of Europe for
the acquisition of Chinese territory.  So
far as the vninese are concerned they
aie powerless unalded to prevent the ae-
complishment of such deslgns,  England
and  Japan, perhaps, for the sake
of keeplng the emplre open to trade
and thwarting the aggrandizing schemoes
of other powers, wonld render Ching as-
sistance, but thus far they bave not
shown any disposition in this direction
and British diplomacy has not proved a
mateh for that of Russa, although Mr.
Balfour tried to make it appear tlat
Great Britain bhad securved advantages
quite equal to those obtaitwl by Russia,
Japan I8 profoundly Interested In ahe
question of Europeanizing China, but
she does not appear to be dolng or con-
templating anything to avert n

The Unlted States, witusul departing

fore to be inferred that our government !

from the pollcy it han always observed,
ean have nothing to do with any poilil-
eal complientions  arlging out of the
castern guestion, but this sivernment
may properly concern itsalf with the
matter of commercial policy.  Ainerlean
teade with China ls noy cwmshdorable
and steadily growing,  Under favorable
conditions there s every regson to bee
leve that In the not rémote fature our
commerce with that empite will attaln
Inrge proportions.  This country Is at 1
disadvantage, because the creditors of
China are Europeans, and these will have
n commanding Influence In  directing
Chinese teade, but If tucre 1s no change
in the commercial policy of the emplre
and the Unlted Btates remalns on the
same footing with other nations in the
ports of China, the energy aml enter-
prise of our people will win a falr share
of its commerce. It s to preserve this
condition that the Influence of the United
States may properly be exerted In con-
nection with the eastern question,

A CAPABLE MINISTER.

The services renderdd by the American
minister at Madrild, General Stewart L.
Woodford, are receiving merited com-
mendation, He has performed his deli-
cate and difficult dutles with signal
ability and shown a capacity for the
work of diplomacy, of which he had no
practical knowledge when he entered
upon that work, of a very high order.
When General Woodford was nominated
for the post of minister to Spain there
wus some doubt as to his qualifientions
among those who understand the difi-
culties of the position. To send a man
untrained in diplomacy to such a mis-
slon appeared to many to be a grave
mistake, whatever his ablility In other
directions.

General Woodford, however, has shown
that the president made no mistake in
his selection. His conduet thronghont
has heen marked by excellent judgment
and diseretion and he hias met the adroit
diplomatists of Spain with a skill that
has left nothing to be desired. At no
point in the prolonged negotintions he-
tween this government and Spain has
Minlster Woodford been placed at o dis-
advantage and he has had to denl with
some of the shrewilest men in Furvope,
It is needless to say that he enjoys the
highest confidence of the administration
and In the history of the Spanish-Ameri-
can controversy, however it shall eventu.-
ate, the name of General Woodford will
oceupy a place of honorable distinetion.

AN AMERICAN SUGAR BEET,

The report of the chemist of the Agrl-
enltural department, included in the re-
port of Secretury Wilson just sent to
congress, confakis an item of espeeial
interest to those who have bheen working
for the development of the beet sugar
industry in this country. Drof. Wiley
tells of the success of efforts to produce
a4 new variety of sugar beets especinlly
adapted to the Ameriean soil and climate
and of a superior quality. Experiments
with high graile seed from beets grown
under especlally favorable conditions
have been earvied on throngh several
gensong, until a variety of sungar beet
has been secured that welghs about
thirty ounces on the average, with 10
per cent sugnr. This new variety is to
be called the American Elite.  While
the experiments have not yet been
concluded, it 18 beleved they will
finally produce an American beet that
will weigh at least a third more than the
standard sugar beet of Europe without
losing anything in amount or guality of
saccharine,

There were last year nine beet sugar
factories engaged in working up the
product of American farms, aggregating
41,272 neres.  This year, according to
reports to the Agrlcultural department,
there will be elght additional factories
in operation, the new factories compris-
ing four in California and one ench In
Utah, Oregon, Michigan nand New York.
The ancrenge of sugar beets planted this
year will be at least double what 1t was
last year. Thus far American farmers
have not been able to secure as large a
yield per acre of beets nor as good gual-
ity as the European farmers, but the
suceess of the Agricultural department
in developing a new variety of sugar
beet especinlly adaptable to our soil
glves promise that the American stand-
ard will soon be as high If not higher
than the foreign standard.

What is being done by the Agricul-
tural department experiments for the
beet sugar Industry can. be done for
other American agricultural Industries,
aud doubtless will be «done when the
policy that now prevails in the depart-
ment Is fully carrled Into execution,

In the present Parllmment of the Do-
minion of Canada there are 104 members
from the districta east of the Ottawa
river and 100 from the western districts,
and It 18 believed that with the great
development of the western provinces
this dominance of the west over the enst
will be made still more marked in the
next deeade. In the first Parlinment
after the unlon there were ninety-anine
members from the east and elghty-two
from the west. The Canadinns [nterestol

western provinees arve confident that be.
| fore the end of the century there will
| be at least SO0,000 people in that part of
[ Canada between the great lakes and the
[ Pacitie ocean,  Ir the Klondike gold
fields maintain their attractive power
| settlement will be extended far north-
ward nlong the trails to the headwatoers
of the Mackenzie and Yukon and thus
the Canadian star of empire moves stemld-
fly westward as has the Amerlean star,
——————)

While the street rallway company s
extending its South Tenth stroet Hoe it
ought to make a whole job by building
it up to Riverview park. Riverview and
Hanscom  parks, and possibly later
Kounize park, are sure to be the popular
parks of Omaha and should be readily
avcessible at all times by adeguale street
rallway facilities. The rieh may rlde In
chalses, but the poor have ta patronize
the yellow cars or walk.

In Virginia a modified form of the
parole conviet system is being  tried.
The last legislature passed a bill allow-
ing the governor to grant conditional
pardons to convicts who have served at
least half their terms and have con-
ducted themselves o accordance with

fn Manitoba, British Columbla and other |
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prison rnln g thia way the prisoners
are Indue ve with decorum In
the hope of securing the favor of the
pardoning power and the parole system
gives the governor authority over ex-
convicts sutlicient to make sure of their
reformation. In no branch of penal re-
form 18 there more experimenting In
progress and such opportunity for fm-
provement as In that of fixing terms of
punishment. The tendency Is to provide
for treating different kinds of ceriminals
In diferent™wWiye, Which Is the bost
way, however, Is yet to be demonstrated.

Right and Justice,
New Yorle Tribune.
“Thrice Is he atmed that hathi his quarrel
Just.” The Uniled States will be so armed
If tho lact resort becomes Imperative,

Dessemer's “Crime
Globe-TMmocrat.

According to the slivecite theories Bessemer
must have commilted a great ctlkme when
he Invented a process teat reduced the price
of steel from $300 a ton to $20, Sieel at
the old ratlo would beat the speculation of
the great sliver ring.

Too Much of n Filetlon,
New York Tribune,

Let ua be done once and forever with the
atale fictlon of Spain's honor belng Involved
In the preservaticn of s territocial Integrity,
It has been sald—Its public men still say-—
t cannot relinguish Cuba without comprosis-
log Its honor. Was lta _honor, then, com-
promised when It relinguished Mexico? And
Guatemala? Auad ten orf a dozen colonles In
South America? And when It re-ceded
Loulalana to France? And when It ransomed
Cuba by glving up Flocida? And when, after
regaining Florida, [t once more and finally
relinquished it for cash under fear of millitary
compulsion?

Distanewsd by Europe.
Cleveland Leader,

Americans must feel some disappointment
alnce thelr country has long been famous
for lts quickness and ekill in adopting mo-
chanlcal and scientific discoveries for busl-
mias purpescd, when they realize that Euvo-
pean cltles are far surpesstog any of ours
in the use of horseleas vehleles, Untll we
Fave better roads and better street pave-
ments we must submit to the humlillation of
belng distanced by Germany, France and
Englamd In crie of the most Interedting and
Important phases of modern progress. It Is
one of the penaltiee we pay for makeshift
highways aad for the folly which permlis
the use upon them of destructively narrow
Lices,

Retired Army OMeers,
Philadelphin ‘Plmes,

A good deal of mizinformation Iz golng
about regarding retired officera belng ordered
oa duty. The revised statutes dispose of
this. One section provides that *“retired
officers of the army may be assigned to duty
at the Soldiers’ home and a retired officer
shall not be nssignable to any other duty.*
It has been held, however, that he may hold
office In an executlve department, and
subsequent acts permit a retired officer to
accept an ofMice to which e may be elected
or appolnted, and to bhe employed on works
of river and harbor improvement. Retired
officers of the army or rmavy may also be
detalled to educational Ipstitutions, hut
“oMeers retirad from active service ahall be
withdrawn from codfmmand and from the 1lne
of promotion.” It ls, therefore, not at all
likely that retired officers of either branch
of the service, undess in exceptional in-
stancea, will hgf cadled upon for duty in the
event of war. (Oue of these exceptlons may
he In the oase of Licutenant General
Schofield, who s very llkely to be recalled
to active servigo as commander of the army,
glving Major (Jéneral Mlles comamnd of the
forees in the figld.

BATTLE ru* THE MARKLETS,

Progress of the Straoggle for Commers
cial Supremnoy.
Amerleun Trade, April 1

On all sldes ave meet with evidence aof the
inereasing pnﬁln ty of Amerlean manu-
factured goods In foreign markets, This in-
tercat ls maalicated in many Jdfferent ways,
und In Burope edpecially, where the consum-
Ing capacity la naturally greater than any-
where else In the world, the appreciation of
our products ls encouragingly cordial. The
replies which are recelved at the general
offices of this association to Inquiries lately
diztributed broadcast in many different parts
of the world as to the demand for the clasacs
of goods that we produce and the willingness
to deal with us tell only one story. There
s everywhere a desire to make connections
with American manufacturers It they can
be made advantageoualy. More we cannot
expect, but If our products are equal to or
perhaps better than those which are now re-
celved from other makers, If they are as
cheap or perhaps a little cheaper dellvared
at the consumer's door, then we are justified
In expecting that the trade willl gradually
find its way To us. There are, of course,
other factors, but they all revolve about
these two polnts—quality and price. In the
matter of quality It Is understood that the
takers are to be the judges rather than the
makera, They have thelr own tastes, and it
Is In the main our duty to study, to accept
and not to question or to make epirited at-
tempts to change and to reform. If the lat-
ter I8 our pollcy It 18 doubtful Indeed whether
we shall succeed. In the matter of price it
involves the question of freightage, the de-
livery of the goods at the place of consump-
tlon under terms which, when added to the
actory price, will compare not unfavorably
with the prices of goods from the mills of
other countrles. Thus we are face to face
with the shipping problem which must en-
giage our attention unceasingly.

There are incldental conslderations, and It
would be a mistake to look upon them as In
any sense unlmportant, It Is understood,
of course, that the goods must be packed
@o that they will reach thelr destination
safely. No one wants broken goods, They
must be sold, other things Geing equal, ac-
cording to the conlitions prevailing among
the purchasers as to credits and the like..
When we have met all these requirements
and are ready to ell abroad, a8 we are con-
fident that we are today, at least In mome
measure, and as we mean to be to an In-
creasing extent in the future, but ocoe great
task remalns, that of bringing our thanufac-
tures to the attentlon of the world, the prob-
lem with which we are confronted now.

In advancing us to that point when we are
prepared to export, the National Assoclation
of Manufacturers has been a leading force
and its work has only yet begun. The cam-
paign for internal walerwass, over which
raw materlals may be transporied cheaply ta
the factory and finlshed products may he
conveyed to the seaboard; the mavement for
a strong, active, mercantlle marine wih
ines of communication to all the principal
marketa; the propaganda for reciprocal trade
treaties, for tarlit privileges and in general
for &} measurca which will factiltate our
'omest'e and foreigo trade are clalming and
* recelying the attentlon of this assovia-

Tiewe 4 still more (o e done. however.
It we are ready to eXxport our goods we
must let others’ kyow it In <he work of
publishing abroad our streagth as an indus-
trial nation and our readiness to supply the
world's demands, there s a closely related
fleld which must be occupled, No other
method gecms Bo hlghly do commend liself
as a syatem of samiple warehouscs in for-
eign centera oftrade, the firat of these in
a aerles havieg-beon opened a few days ago
at Caracas under tho auspicea of this organ-
ization, Publiclty. s the need of the hour,
By word and by sample the world muast he
Informed in regard to what American manu-
facturers produce, ; The assoclation has en-
gaged In this Inudable work, 1t fecls certaln
that It will be acgorded the l%eral support
of the general public as well as of its mem-
bership In Ite libops, which have for thelr
end the economie development of the whole
country and the material advancement of the
entire American pation, Standing upon such
high ground as this the associatlon can af-
ford to make Its appeal to the manufacturers
of the United States in the confident bellef
that they will pledge and accord It thelr
asslstance sccadfastly, It Is a great and
broad movement which is destined to sweep
American manufactured goods Into every
valuable market. Wherever the assoclation
furpe abroad It fnds consumers and con-
sumern’ agents who sympathize with and who
apprecliate ite efforts to carry the American
commercial pame Into pew ground, and
today, In this era of national prosperity, it
phould be generously given the suppori at
homo which will enable it to uthiize all Itp
madunery in carrylng us up to the goal
we all desire to reach,

APRLL

NEY OF THE HOUR.
Capiain Sampeson, Commander of the
Fleet at Key Wenst,

The retirement of Admiral Hicard from
eomimand of the fleet assenbled at Key Weat
brings to the front a commander who re-
ceived a baptism of fire In the civil war.
Captaln Willlam T. Sampsoa ls a native of
Wayne county, New York, Just past his
68th year, He entered the maval academy
In 1857 amd mraduvated ficat In hils clags In
1861, at the time when the goverhment was
grappling with the task aof equipplog a navy
to cope with the rebelllon, At the opening
of hestilities he was not old enough to at-
tala n fommand, but before the cloae of his
first year i active service hig pluck and
galinntry as master of the frigate Potomae
won his promotion to the rank of aecoad
lleutennnt, While holding thls commisslon
he served on the practice ehip John Adami,
on the Patapeco, of the South Atlantle blook-
adlng squadron, and on the stearn (rlgate
Colorndo, flagship of the European squadron

On January 16, 1865, Lieutrnant Sampeon,
bhelng executive ofcor of the ironclad Pa-
tapaco, was ordered by the admiral of the
fleet to enter Charleston tiarbor, before which
the unlon shipe were dolng blockade duty,
and remove or destroy all submarine mines
and torpedoes with which the city was pro-
tected from Invasion, ‘The tark was a most
dangerous cne, a8 for many days the enemy
had glven all their time and labor to etocking
the water with explosives In order to repel
advance.

The little leonclad had only entored the
harbor when bullets from the riflea of the
aharpshooters ralned upon it. Lleutenant
Sampson, standing on the bridge, in the
most exposed positlon, eaw hils men fall
before the fire, with which they were well
In range. The esituation was a test of
bravery from which the youmg officer did
not flinch, as he stood a target for many
hundred marksmen. Orderlug his men be-
low he kept Gils place. Presently there wes
an ominous cessatlon of firlng and sllence
for a few momemts, during which time the
Patapsco moved deliberately forwaed in her
quest, Then came a mighty explosion as
the boat was lifted mto the air by a terrific
force from beneath. Surrounded by hurling
masaes of water and sheets of flame other
exploslons qulckly followed, after which the
shattered Ironclad settled down beneath the
wavoes,

The young ofcer was rescued about a
hundred feet from the sunken wreek, where
ke had been blown., Twenty-five of hils
crew wese being saved at the same time,
but meventy men met their death In the
sunken lIronclad. ]

Captaln SBampson was promoted to leu-
tensmt commander In 1866 while on the
Colerado, He was at the naval academy
from 1888 to 15871 and on the Congress In
1872-73, Having been made commander In
1874 he was asslgned to the Alert and from
cavly im 1576 to the end of 1878 he was
agalm at the naval acalemy. Durlng the
Init twenty years Be hag held varlous re-
sporsibie peositions, the Inst helng captaln
of the battleshlp lowa, which he relin-
quished to take command of the flest at
Key West.

Captaln SBampson s an ordnance expert of
tho firat order, having made execcutive work
and the study of maval science the abeorh-
Ing objects of his career., His knowledge
of modern armor and armament has been
Iaberiovsly acquired, e extemsive, thorough
asil of great service to his country, equally
with his profound comprehension of the
use and comparative value of explesives,
whith kmowledge represents years of hard
atudy and dangerous experiment. In hand-
ling big guns he Is in his element., Last
September, while captain of the Iowa, off
the Virginla capes, during target practice,
Captain Bampson appeared to be the omly
perdon on board who thoroughly enjoyed
the performance, which s not rellshed by
moest naval people, and to the peiceable
lavmen, with hig cotton-sgtuffed eoacs, la
ssmething that does not happen more than
once In his experience If he can help It,

The fleet in charge of Captain Sampson
romprises the most powgrful amhips of the
navy. lvrat and foremicst are the alster
tatticefilps, Iowa and Indiana. The Iowa
mounts foir 12-inch gums it turrets, clght
8-inch rifles, six 4-Inch rifles, twenly elx-
pounders, four on2-pounders and four Gat-
lings, 'The Indlana's armament Is slightly
larger, Ita turret gums belng 13 Inches,
Next comes the armored crulser New York,
with twemty-five gups, ranging [from one-
pounders to four 10-inoh rifles. The Purl-
tan and Terror, crack coast defense moni-
tora, carrying eighteen gums each, amd the
Miantonomah, now outfitting at League is-
land, These must bear the brunt of thd
conteat in that vieinity, If the contest comes,
and that it will acquit Itself In & creditable
mamner I8 not to be doubtedl, To ehow
what may be done [t Is only necessary to
instance the marksmanship of the gunners
of the battleship Indlana, During gun
practice last Saturday, two shote from the
huge 13-inch guns were put through the
same hole In ome target, These open sea
targets are squares of canvas placed on
rafts and are tossed about by the waves,
rendering them exceeding dificult to hit.

Besldea the leaders enumerated, there are
e uoarmored steel orulsers Marblehead,
Detrolt, Nashville and Montgomery, and a
fleet of seven first-class torpedo Dloats—
Cushing, Dupcnt, Porter, Castine, Erles#on,
Foote and Winalow. The armament of each
of tha four crulsers conslsts of nine §-Inch
rapld fire gums, silx six-pounders, two one-
pounders and two gatlings, The torpedo
boats are equipped with three one-pounders,
rapid fire, and three eightesm-inch White-
head torpedo tubes.

The total number of guns carrled by the
ships here pamed I8 268. When it Is re-
membered that & war ship can hurl In
fifteen minutes nearly 100,000 pounds of
steel projectiles against an enemy and a
first class cruiser a like amount, the aver-
age landsman may obtaln an ldea of the
destructive power coantrolled by the com-
mander of the Key West aquadreon.

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE.

Winter seema to have forgotten something
and come back for It

It 18 aald that Speaker Reed's partiality
to school teachers who vislt the capltol Is
due to the fact that he once taught a class
in a Pertland school.

One of the new freaks receiving undeserveld
advertising Is the “odorless onion.” It mus!
be about as satisfactory as uaspoken words,
unthought thoughts and unklssed kisses.

John Grattan of London, a descondant of

the great orator, who I8 now in Washington,
says that If France Is the traditional friend
of the United States that most people bellave
she hes taken a poor way to show |t.
A woman physiclan, who s the wife of a
physician in Indianapelis, thinks that souls
and bodies should he administered to jointly,
and has united preaching with her practice,
She makes louse-to-house migslonary can-
VASSES,

Walter Gilman Page, the emlaent ‘Boaton
artist, has fust completed a large histarical
painting representing the Boston massacre.
It is one of the largest canvases Mr. Page
has ever attempted, and will be put on exhi-
bitlon at an early date.

Harry L. Freeman, a negro of Cleyveland,
has composed several operas of considerable
merit, as well as other musie, At the pros-
ent he Is engaged upon four aoperas, all
linked together In story and musle, Freeman
will go to Europe shortly to attend the big
conservatorics,

That traln over the Slberian line com-
possd of “four splendid care bullt at Mos-
cow, an open salom dinlng car, bathroom,
library, telephones, eleetrle lghtlag, refrig-
erators, ventllating apparatus, plano, choas,
and means for gymnastic exercise,” evidently
is not designed for the conveyance of paolit.
ical prisoners to Siberia,

While Senator Proctor 18 dignified and cold
In bearing he ls, by no mears, too frigid for
a little fun, Receatly Senator Vest made an
impassionad speech In which he gquoted some
good poetry, remarking that it had been set
to music. *Sing It!"" Interjécted the Vers
monter. and after that the effect of the
Missourian's effort was gpolled.

IHaving been  bothered a good deal
by hay thieves a Coddington county,
South Dakota, farmer lay In walt for
them one night, One of his «eighbors
came along and loaded 'y wagon
with the watcher's hay and started to drive
away., The owner of the hay crept up be-
hind the wagon and fired the hay In several
places, The thief had just tlme to get off
the load and cut his horses loose to escape
the flames. The hay and Lthe wagon were de-
siroyed,

FOOD FOR CALM REFLRCTION,

Cloveland Plain Dealer (dem.): 8o far,
with the exception of an individual break
tiere and there on elther alde, there have
been in thin crisla ‘00 democrats, no repub-
licans, no populiate, but all patriota,” and we
hope that If the emergency continucs thia
will contlnue to be the case wnd that we
#Oall ail “mave In eolld phalanx” In sup-
port of the government.

Indlanapoila News (lod.): The boys of "6l
Indeed fought the civil war, but the boys of
‘91 are giviog of thelr substance to pay the
ecewt, Lot us feel wilhh gravity the tene meat-
Ing of war. There & nothing In It to be
desired. and 't lg never to be accepted, ex-
cept an a last resort, to accomplish right-
cous purposcs attainable In no other way.
It is not to be entered on with a light heart,
but soberly, under a strenuous seoss of
duty—a solemn conviction that the highest
demanids of right and patriotiem cequire the
sacriflee.

Detrolt Free Preas (dem.): . Accordiog tn
the estimate placed upon all advocates of
peace by these untried Inkwell warriors, the
nicst loyal and valorous Amerlcans who ever
walked the earth would come under this
taunt of “peace-at-any-price’” men. The dis-
tingulshed and uneeplying dead are beyond

the calumnles of these war-shrieking news- |

papers, but {f they were still In the flesh

they would pay as little attentlon as our |

living heroes do to craven and cowardly as-
saults from such sources. In the light of
yellow journallsm characterization of con-
servative cltizens, let us see who are claval-
fled as “peace-dt-gny-price'’ men.

Washington Btar (cep): The defamatory
gosslp, alleging weakness and vaclllation In
‘the presldent's viewa concerning the Cuban
problem, hes never galned credence with
any respectable fraction of the Amerlcan peo-
ple It ls true that he has exhausted every
poesible meana conslalent with natlonal self-
respect to obtain a peaceful settlement of the
controverey and the republle thoroughly en-
dorsea anid approvea his labore o that diree-
tlon and the wise and Christlan polley upon
which they were based. But wliether peace
or war was to result the people expressed
thelr confidence In the fAirmness and wisdom
of the executlve,

Springfleld (Masa.) Republican (ind.): If
out of present mecthing conditions In Wash-
Inzton President McKinley Is able to so
shape the near future that, without the
sacriflee of cur sallors and soldiers, without
hostile encounter on sea or land or the death
s Americans by vyellow fever, wo can put
a stop to wholesale etarvation and murder
in Cuba—the United States will have won an
unparalleled triumph among the natlons of
the earth. But if, on the other hand, his
policy ghall precipitate war, with all that war
Involves, the imperishable glory of our actlon
wlll remain.

General H, V. Doynton In New York Sun:
It Is curious that many congregsmen who are
now most prominent in urging haste have
belonged 1o that large company who for
years have made it lmpozsible to appropriate
the needed sums to push coast defenses with
vigor, and who bhave always opposed lberal
expenditures for war ehips and docks, They
belong to the schiool which has held that big
guns and modern earrlages and emplacements
could be produced by the Ingenully of this
remarkable Yankee natlon with the same
rapldity that ordinary castings and country
wagons are turncd out by aur mechanios,
The pregent sltuation has been a startling
lesson te this sort of statesmen. Until the
president suggested 1t, It does not seem to
have occurred to many that it would be
prudent at least to defer the Insuguration of
hostilities till aome of the millions we have
Just invested In ships, guns, ammunition,
and other materlals of war are known 4o he
well on thelr way to New York, It does not
require much military knowledge tp spe that
It this matter there wil be a vast difference
between declaring war early in the coming
weel Instead of early last week. The same
s true |n regard to the defenses at a number
of polnts which the close of the week find
secure, but which a shont thne since were
In disorder, because the varlous elements of
the defenscs, although on the ground, were
not yet assombled.

FORGOTTEN CUDAN HISTORY.
A Time When Spaln Sought to Sell
Its Posseanlonw,
Philndelphin Press,

The Spanish government 18 making great
pretensions as to Its purposa to hold ou to
Cuba and I» rejecting with apparent atorn
every proposal that looks to the sale of the
island. It might be Inferred from this that
Spain had never entertained any proposition
that would allenate Cuba. History, how-
ever, speaks otherwise,

About sixty years ago, when Marla Chris-
tlama of Naples waa queen regent of Spain,
she offered to sell not only Cuba, but Porte
Rico and the Philipplne l¢lands also to Louils
Phillppe, who then sat on the throne of
France, $Senor Campuzano wag the Spanlsh
diplomat delegated to conduct the negotl-
ations for the sale, while a Spanish banker
residing in Paris by the name of Agualo was
to look after the financial part. The price
agreed upon was 30,000,000 S8panish reals for
Cuba and 10,000,000 reala for Porto Rico and
the Philippines. This would have been equal
to a total of about $2,000,000 at the present
time, a sum which looks ridiculously small
when the value of these 1slands la con-
sldored,

The bargain wasymade on this basls, how-
ever, and the papers relating to Cuba were
slgned, notwithstanding some controversy
over the manner and method of paying the
money, Bul when the negotiations reached
Porto Rleo and the Philippines Louls
Phllippe began to haggle about the price.
Heo could not forget that he was a trades.
man before he was a king, and his pro-
pensity to '‘beat down'' asscrted iteell, He
claimed that 10,000,000 reals was too much
for Porto Rico and the Falllppines and In-
slated that 7,000,000 reals was an ample sum
to pay for them. This amount he declared
was all he would pay for the lslands, and
pald that If it was not acceptable “the con-
tract must be thrown into the fire.)'! The
Bpanish diplomat angered by what he con-
sldered royal meanness, sulting hls actions to
Louls Phillppe's words, seized both the Cu-
ban and Porto Rico-Phillpplne contracts and
threw them Into the fire, and ended the
negotiations,

What the subsequent fate of Cuba might
have been had this bargain been carrled
out it Is useless to conjecture. But the
transaction shows that the value Spain set
upon Cuba was once only nominal and that
tho clalm that the “Ever Falthful Isle” will
never bo surrendered lu of recent growth.

Consider
the
Lilies.

——
Let fts Spirit Guide the Nation Im
the Preaent Crinls,
Bpringfield (Masa ) Nepublican,

It would be well If every congressmaa
who has a true home of his own could
for a few hours In Its mtmosphere, Woul
that he might N1l himself with the muinal
affection, the parental devotion, the purity
and Innocence, which makes earth’s nearost
approach to heaven. So might he freshly
roalige the true valuee of life. So might
e go back to face the issuea before h
with a clearer, deeper sense of the en
to which government should work.

In “Uncle Tom's Cabin™ there Is a scea®
where a senator comes home L0 a cozy fires
#lile in Ohlo, and In anewer (o the quess
tions of his bright lttle wife tells her ia
| statesmaniike phrase that under high cons
latitutional conslderations he has voted for
‘a law for the return of fugitive alaves (@
| thelr masters, An hour later his wife calle
| him to the kitehen where crouches a trein-
blkig alave mother, holdlng to her breast
the hoy with whom &he [a flecing, and has
risked the desperate passage of the lce-
cavered river, The senator hears the story
—he turns away to the window, and-—well,
| he is prosently driving through the night
and the storm the carriage that bears the
fugitives to a safe refuge.

It Is often the unseen foree that tells
most., As his countrymen wateh thelr preal-
jdent, carrying his load of responsiblilty
with such steady strength, such noble alm,
thelr personal sympathy goes with him at
every hour. They do not forget that when
he layn aslde his pen and turns from his
councilors, there awalts him the rest and
solace of his home. Thoey think with tender
reverence of the companion who [rom
her invalid ecouch has shared his trlumphs
and his trials. It may well be that the
spirit which has shaped his course, the
humanity and love of peace blenllag with
firm resolve, I8 the luspiration of a woman's
beart as well ne a man's.

The wise Goothe's wisest
crowning word of Fauat, ls: "The woman-
soul leadeth us upward and on' It s
the emergency of the feminine element lnte
equal  control with the masculine that
marks the best advaace of mankind,
America Is beyond any other the land of
woman's Influence. Let the spirit of the
home gulde the spirit of the nation In the
present crisls, Then we shall not conecern
ourgelves about glory, nor will the lust of
oxcitement nor the remnant k2 man of the
fighting animal hurry us into peedless cone
filet, Weo shall remember for what we
went into this business, and for what wa
are golng to stay in it—not to multiply
murders, but to stop them, not to desolate
homes but to restore them, And I,
resolutely pursulng this alm, we are driven
at last and inevitably to war, we shall
wage that fight none the lesa manfully bes
cause whethier by peace or war we Aare
seeking the highest ends, “The truest are
the tenderest, the loving are the daring.'

word, the

MIRTHFLL MUTTERINGS,

Chlchgo News: Glles—1 jJust heard that
Hawkins referred to me as o perfect (diot,
Smiles—Oh, don't mind whnt Hawking saysj
he always exaggerites more or loss,

Brooklyn Life: “My wife east gome bhren
on the waters once” remiarked the young
man, reluciantly, DI It ever  return??
asked Une other. *No' was tae roply. "It
gank."

Cinelnnntl Enquirer: He—Have you heard
of th!s new cure for nervous prostration?
The patlent Is not wllowed to talk, Bhe—
' just s soon dle from prosiration a4s ¢xe
asperation.

Puek: T'nels Ahner—=They say the
gligh s willin® to help us liek Spaln,

Unele Fliram—D0 they mean to say we
ean't e Spaln witaout help? By guml
We ougat to make 'em apologize for the
fnsult!

En=

My mother save your
his wash hiljs"”
your mother ho

Chlengn Tribune,
dad don't pay

“How  does
doesn't

“Shets hla washerwoman.'

“gay, if It wasn't for beingin' o lndy into
tru‘uhw I'd Hek you till you couldn’t stand
up '

know

Baston Transcript: FHdita—Mrs,
applars to be o regular lconoelnst, Bertha
=Yos? BEdita—You know she used to say
that her husband was the Kdol of her heart,

Mauve

Bertha—1 know, Edith—Well, by ver ex-
travagance that {dol is dead broke.
Detrolt Free Presas: “The small  town

wiaere you live is very healthy, Isn't it?"

“No, It 1sn't o healthy; but It 1s so hard
to make a dollar there tsat nobody can
afford to be sick.

Chieago Tribune: ‘Teacher (of juvenile
clugm—In the sénlence, It Ia greatly Lo hie
credit,” what is the meaning of the word
“oredit ™

Member of the CQass—It's somathing
youw'we got to have when you want ‘o buy
a pound of butter ot the storé.

Somerville Journnl: New Acqgualntance
tr;.;il:r;lrhagi}'}-—&lm is a peach, though, lsn's
sho?

Rojected Admirer (dejectedly)—Yes,
has a stony heart,

she

“We've got the ships
and the men and the patriotlsm to back
‘em," sald Mr, Cumrox, warmly,

“Bul' protested the young man who Is
studying Internatlonal law, ‘‘we can't go
to war without a ensus belll."

“Well, ain’t thls country rich enough te
get one?"

Washington Star:

JADEZ PFERKINS, PATRIOT,

Detrpit Free Presa,

If It b fight, then let der go!
I am a patriot

Wito haa five married daughters, an’
Bum sons-In-lnw a lot.

They're very birave, an' tackle to
The grub that I provide;

I think the farm would git along .
If they wuz on the tide,

Mirandh hangs upon my neck,
An' sez: “Pa, Joe 8 thin"
Almira collars me an' sobs:
“Jim couldn't stand the din,”
Tnen Susan grips me by the neck
An' plghs: “Ed has n wheeze;"
While Isabelly sadly pouts:
“Pa, Lize 8 too ole, please.*

It's wonderful the allments that

My sons-in-law bave got—
Them chaps who allers called me “‘pa,*™
An' “"you're a patriot.'
They're gnort o' stature, short o' Loes,
Too f’“l or elsa too thin;
They can't be passcd, an' so they smlle=
They can't be mustered in.

Yes, I'm o blessed patriot
With sons-in-law fur sale.

Tue bugle call It jars "em sumg
An' blood, It tarns "em pale.

I'm ripe fur war or any¥thing
If they will only go

An' fight fur grub an' freedom while
I git a leetle snow,

FASTER
GIFT

How they grow and how you can get a bzautiful onz for

nothing. Every year it has been

exqusite plants, and while they are very scarcz an

year, we have purchased several
regular custom,
department, Saturday, April 9,
EASTER LILY. Our assortwent
more complete than ever. Our
please,

our practice to sive away thesz
expznsive this

hundred and will adhere to our

With every suit purchased in our children’s

we will GIVE FREE, A BEAUTIFUL
tor the little ones is larger and
styles and' prices can’t help but

all and see the flowers and also our new department—

even if you dont want to buy. All are welcome. Take elevator

to second floor,
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