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The editor of Bl Imparclal of Madrid
geems hent an convineing the world that
Spain Is sufficlontly progressive to sup-
port an up-to-date yellow journal,
———

The Bee prints the most eomplete and
most reliable market news of any paper
publighed in thig section.  Compare The
Bee's market reports with those In other

Dipers,

Four hundeed workingmen In an lron
furnaee In Plttsbnreg liave been assured
n 10 per cont advance In wages April
1 and they do not regavd It as an April
fool joke either,

Despite Bryan's efforts to keep sllver
to the fore, there seems to be a popo-
cratie demand that lead and fron in form
sultahle for ammunition shiall be sent to
tho front.

With Todia alveady exporting  wheat
from thig year's surplus and the price in
the great markets of the world un-
chinngad, what becomes of the contentlon
that the only cause of American pros:
perity les o famine amd dronth?

Omaha s making a record for Inw-
Ipssness, but in the present state of
polive inefliclency one elty jall is nmple
to hold all the prisoners who are appre-
hiended by private eitlizens or surtendor
themselves to the police,

If therve I to be any compromise he-
tween the eity and the Bolln bond sure-
ties it must proceed on equituble Hnes,
In vo event would the clty authorities
be Justificd In compromising for less
than the principal of the judgment. The
remission of three yenrs' Interest would
be a very generous concession.

e —

Omaha's postal business Is growing so
rapidly that additional postal employes
are In urgent need to enable the post-
offige to handle the postal traftie, Every
good business man, however, 18 ever
ready to enlarge his staff to meet an In-
crease of business, and Uncle San ought
to regard the sltuation in o stmilar lght,

One Georglan kuows “where e Is at."
Tom Watson has declined to mn for
governor and in his letter announcing
the fact he says, “I want to be con-
sidered politically dead and burled,” The
other tafl to the presidential ticket of
two years ago Is evidently of Hie mind,
but Is keeping very still about it, but the
head of the old ticket Is obstinate,

Whenever & successful bond bidder
wants to crawl out of his bargain he
trles to throw a cloud upon the legality
of the bomd issue, The brokers who are
pursuing this reprehensible course with
respect to Omaha's funding honds, which
woere awarded them In good falth, should
be made an example of and forced to
pay the penalty of thely audacious fraud.
There is no reason why bond brokers
&hould not be hield to the terms of thelr
aurcements Just the same ns other peo-

ple.
——

The nnnouncement comoes from {he
west that Thomas A. Edison has sue-
cessfully demonstrated the practicabllity
of extracting gold from dry placers by
bis new magnetie process and that work
wll soon be commenvced with the Process
In the golden laden sands of New Moexleo
aud Avizona, This Is good news for the
residents of the southwest, where gold
{s abundant but has not been comiumer-
clally avalluble, Ewvery improvement in
mining methods adds to the valne of the
great wineral deposits of the western
slates and torrltories,

The loeal yellow organ that hns been
perpetrating every specles of war fakes
upon its readers complains that becausoe
other papers have given space only to
reliable and  awthentleated dispatehes
they have been suppressing news for a
purpose, But this gsqime argan attempted
ouly a few days ago to cover up in a
seven-line notice the biguest gambling
rald made in Omaba W years. in which
lifty-two persons were crRugbt In a nos
torfous gambling resort next door to Its
own office.  The question is, What wis
the purpose Leling the suppression of
this news?

The superintendent of public Instroe-
tion has been directed by the legislature
to make an fnvestigation of the practi-
cabllity aud desivability of establishing
free publie school libeates In Iowa In
all the large and small districts. This s
in acordance with his suggostion made
on taking his office and as he has been
foremost In advocating school lbrarvies
in lowa, It may be assumed that he will
give the subject his best thought and
present o veport that will make the best
possible preseutation of the merits of the
system. Sehool lHbraries bave vever been
listed as school fuda
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0GIC OF FUSION FOR PATRONAGE ONLY
Fuslon In Lincoln has resolted In rep-
resentation on the popocratie city ticket
of democrats, popullsts, so-called silver
republicans and prohibitionists, It will
be noted alsy that In explaining the
distribution of his appointments to
subordinate positions under him the
populist  state auditor says that he
Lhas given places not only to dem-
ocrnts, populists and sllver repub.
lleans, but also to prohibitlonlsts.
In other words, the logical trend
of fusion on the patronage basls s
townrd a combination of all the ele-
ments required to make up the majority
vote necessary to feteh the offices, Irre-
spective of the conflicting principles and
ohjects of the elements thug combined,

The question s, How will the demo-
crats, who in the past have constantly
stood for personal liberty and who have
battled time and ngain ngalnst the
threeatened eneronchments of sumptuary
legislation, like an alllanee with the yooy
men who pose as champions of constl-
tutional and statutory prohibition? How
can the democrats of Nebraska, who
elected  thelr only democratic  chier
executlve on a direct Issue of antl-
prohibition, now make thelr politi-
ecal beds with the men whom they
then accused of trying to rob them of
n  duly elected democratle  gov-
ernor?  How can democrints who have
always professed to see worse enemies
in the prohibitlonists than In the repub-
lieans take the former to thelr political
embrace gimply beenuse they think they
sea an opportunity to divide the spolls
between them?

It Ia well known that the bulk of the
prohibition vote in Nebraska went to
swell the fuslon majority In this state
In the clections of 1806 and 1807 and
that this prohibition vote is considerably
lnrger than the vote of the so-called
silver republicans,  If the silver repub-
licans are awarded a share of the ofllevs
what Is more natural than that the pro-
hibitionists shonld put In at least an
equal elaim?  If the prohibitionists are
eutitled to places on the fusion municipal
ticket at the state capital, and are nlso
c¢onsidered In the appointments  under
the state awditor, why shonld they not
insist upon pepresentation npon the legls.
lative and eounty tickets?  Why should
not tJie prohiblitionists Inslst Upon repre-
sentation upon the state ticket? Can
they not urge 88 good reasons for nom-
inating o prohibltionist on the fusion
stite ticket ns secured for the silver ro-
publicans a place upon it in the cam-
paign of 18077
It this Is not the real logie of fuslon
on the patronage basls, what is?

STATE MILITIA IN TIME OF WAR.

There Is diversity of oplnion as to the
authority which may be exercised by the
president of the United States over the
organmized militla or national guard of
the several states  In ense of  forelgn
war. The constitution provides that, the
president shall  be commander-in-chief
of the militin of the several states whoen
called Into the actual gervice of the
United States, but the question Is ns to
the course to be pursued by the presl-
dent I calling forth thesp state troops,
It Is held by 2ome that the militia organ-
Izatlons would be ealled into the serviee
of the nation by the president directly
and wonld report for servies anywhere
the national military authorities should
order, while In the opinion of others
these organizations would be under the
immedinte control of the governors of
the states, who wounld hand them over to
the national nuthorities,
Lieutenant Clolonel Davis, professor of
law at the United States military acad-
emy, has issuwed a pamphlet relating to
this subjeet, In which he says that the
custom of sending the call for state mill-
tla through the governor is a matter of
courtesy and I3 not required by law.
He holds that “the president's orders
may be givea to the chief executive
mnglstrate of the state or to_any mill-
tin officer he may think proper.” Ae-
cording to thls authority it Is entirely
within the diseretion of the president to
designate certaln organizations for serv-
fce under the eall, but “If there be no
orgamnized militin In the state polnted out
by the act of July 17, 1862, as the one
from which the militin should be drawmn,
the power to deslgnate bocomes Impos-
sible of execution aud the eall must in
consequence be addressed to  the goy-
ernor of the state,” Referring to this
the Army and Navy Journal siys that
military usage nnd courtesy both re-
quire that a call for troops should be ad-
dressed to the governor ns commander-
in-chief. I the governor should refuse
or neglect to respond to the eall the
troopg required coulil be ordered into
the serviee without hls consent,

If the view of Colonel Davls Is correet,
and 1t 15 understood te have the ap-
nroval of the War department, the mill-
tin of the states ean be ealled Into
the serviee of the uatlon by the presi-
dent  divectly, though it is not at all
probable that this would ever be done,
even in o ecase where there might be
good reason to belleve that a governop
would not respond to the eall,  TUn-
doubtedly the established usage and
courtesy will alwavs be abserved, what-
over the exigency requirving the calling
of troops for the natlonal defense, In
regard to disposing siate troops aftep
they have enterfol the seevice of the ni-
tion, It s nesdless to say that they ean
be sent anywhere in the United SBtates,
They are then under the absalute eon-
trol of the federal government for the
period fixed in the eall of the presidend
and by the terms of thely enlistment,
In such service state boundaries in no
way it the movenients of stante troops
or restrict the right of the federal nu-
thoritles to dispose of them as they ses
it within  the npational  boundaries,
Whether, however, state militin can he
sent out of the United States without the
consent of the state anthorvities, unless It
be elearly necessary to repel Invasion,
s questionable,

There Is no danger, however, that any
of these questions  would be found
troublesome in the event of its becom-
Ing necessary to eall for troops for na-
tlonal defense, There I8 not a governor
who would not respond promptly to such
i call and there Is not a state that would
not offer the government wore men than
Its quota, ready and eager to go wher-

eyer the patlonal authorities should sep

fit to send them. Hundreds of thou-
sands are anxious for the opportunity.

——————
THE LACK OF SEAMEN,

While hundreds of thounsands of men
are ready to respond to a ecall to mill
tary service it Ia found difficult to secure
men for the navy. Bervice on the sen
appears to offer no such  locentive to
patriotism as service on the land. There
ure many yonng and vigorous men out
of employment in the large cities who
would make excellent soldlers and snil-
ors, but while probably most of these
would enlist If a eall for troops were
made, very fewl of them are disposod to
tike service on our crulsers and baiile
ships, Life on the sea has no attrac.
tions for them,

Referring to this the Philadelphia
P'ress suggests two obstacles to enlist
fug men in the navy., One f8 the small
pay, but the chief obstacle is the nabil-
ity of genmen to rise. No man, obseryes
that paper, who enlisis in the navy has
any prospect before mim of anything
Ligher than a warrant officer. Unques-
tionably there is something in this, but
probably a better explanation of the in-
disposition of men to enter the naval
service Is to be found in the rigld disci-
pline, the hard work and the Isolation
involved In the service. The seaman on
the old-fashioned war ship had litile to
do In comparison with the demands
which the modern naval fighting ma-
chines make upon him, Not only is he
subjected to a severer discipline than
formerly, but he has much more labor
to perform, Undoubtedly It would be
good poliey to Increase the pay of sea-
men in the navy and to provide a system
of promotlon. There are certainly good
refasons why this should be done, but it
would not remove all the objections to
naval service which make it diffienlt to
secure men for it when there is an abun-
dant supply of men.

AN ESTIMATE OF MKINLEY.

Ixpressions of confldence in President
MeRKinloy are not so uncommon as to in-
vite special attention, but oeceasionily
there 1s one from o source which gives
It pecullar Interest. Two years ago no
one fn the conntry thonght less of Me-
Kinley than the Hon, Thomas . Platt
of New York. From a political stand-
point he rogarded the Ohio statesman as
one of the weakest men in his party and
all the iofluence of Mr. Platt was ex-
erted against MeKinley as o candidate
for the presidentinl nomination,  Like
many othors who then felt as he did,
Mr, Platt hag ehanged Tig mind and now
the senator from New York is one of the
wiarmest admirers of the president,

In a recont letter to a friend Mr, Platt
admits the unfiairmess and Injustice of
his former impressions of MeRKinley and
says: “I did not know him as I have
learned sinee and as subsequent events
have demonsteated. He is, in omy judg-
ment, a prudent, saguelous amd  wise
chief executive. The idens which were
quite prevalent that he had not deter-
mination and courage have been dissi-
pated.” This has come to be the judg-
ment of the entire country, of falr
minded men of all parties, as It was of
o majorlty of the American people two
years ago, Theore are some norrow-
minded or maliguant politiclans  and
newspapers who attempt to diseredit the
sineerity and patriotism of the president,
but these have no welght with intelligent
people who have gome appreciation of
the great resvonsibillties resting upon
the cehlef executive. No president in our
history had a stronger hold upon tiac
coutldence of the country than MceRinley
has and he has achleved it by showing
the highest qualifications for his great
trust, Seonator Platt's esthoate of h'm
Is shared with practieal unaulmity by
Amerieans lrvespective of polities and 1s
in aecord with the impartial judgnmeat of
intelllgrnt men  everywhere who are
watching the coonrse of events here.

OWNERSHIP OF THE RIVERS,

A feature of the general irrigation
problem second in importance only to the
question of how and where to get the
water Is that of how to adjust equitably
the rights of those who tlesire to use the
witer and avold expensive litigation, It
has been computed that In some of the
states irvigation lawsuits have cost more
than Irrigation ditches, due almost en-
tirely to defective laws relating to Irri-
gation, Where irrigation I8 necessary It
is the water that gives value to the land
and is In fact a part of the value of the
lnnd Irrigated. Where the laws recog-
nize property rights In water aside from
the Innd and provide for control of the
water from the strenms or wells by per-
sons or companies who dispose of the
same as they see fit, the geatest number
of lawsuits are recorded,

The other view of irrigation water—
that It belongs to the state or the public
and that right to use can only be ac-
quired hy using—Is most nearly In accord
with common sense and falrness. The
men who have been nctive in urging a
wholesale revison of lnws relating to fr-
rigntion, or rather national recoguition
of the importance of the lrrigation work
in the west, insist that the ownership of
frrigation water should always remain
in the name of the state and the right
to use thereof should inhere In the land.
Another view taken by them Is that
tribunals for establishing water rights
should be established to act indopen-
dently of the eourts and that a nominal
fee should be charged for use of water,
There I8 no more reason why water
should be absolutely free than that land
glhould be free where both are vecessary
Lo successful agriculture,

In the widst of the agitation for the
cesslon of the remaining arid lands to
the states by act of congress these and
shmilar quesions have new foree nnd de-
serve greater consideration than in the

past.
e e e e

The disposition shown by the officers
of the Ak-Sar-Ben to monopolize the
Coliseum and prevent its use for con-
ventions and great gatherings during the
exposition reflects litle apprecintion ﬂf.l
the public support generously accorded
to the Ak-SBar-Bens. The people of
Omaha certalnly have a right o expect
that the guests of this city, whether they
come primarilly to attend conventions,
musieal festivals or the exposition, will
be given commodions quarters and
afforded the best facllitles for earrying
out the ohjects of their visit. Only by

harmonlous co-operation and exhibition

of public spirlg can Omaha creditably
discharge the mposed task of pop-
unlnr entertninfdent, The Ak-Sar-Ben
directory should also bear in mind that
no festivities they may promote or un.
dertake this year ean be made com-
pletely suecessful without the active co-
operation of the exposition mauagement,

e ———
Minnesota reptiblleans have set a good

example for the republicans of other
states. A Republican State league hag
been organized, with which Is amiliated
all the republican loeal clubs and
through which nactive work for the
spread of republean doctrine will be enr-
rled on during the present year. 'This
work I8 supplemental to that of the reg-
ular state enmpalgn committee, but 1t I8
n work that can be done best through
voluntary clubs and ought to be done in
every state. The state and congressional
campiaigns will soon be on and repub-
licans wust bé alert, The enemles of
sound money and a safe and conserva-
tive administration are propared to take
advantage of every open polnt and make
the most of it for reversal of the popular
will as expressed in the eloction of Me-
Kinley.

In no state of the union has there been
greater departure from well recognized
democreatle principles in the manner of
conducting elections than that proposed
by the democratle majority in the Ken-
tucky leglslature. The plan econtoms-
plated Is to place control of ndl state
elections in the hands of boards or com-
missions appointed by a central board
appointed by the governor. This Is a
centralization of power and denlal of the
right of local government and local con-
trol of locnl affairs that would not be
tolerated in any state of the union where
democratie principles are loved more
und paraded less,

e ——

It the police officers, capiaing or pri-
vates, have any evidence of any thefts
comumitted by anybody it Is thelr duty to
cauge the offender's arrest and prosecu-
tion. No pollee officer, however, can
excuse or justify his own flagrant fa-
voritism to notorlous skin gambiers by
concocting o story that some ong con-
nected with The Bee has taken adyan-
tuge of thelr lnx police methiods. The
publie is still waiting to know what wWils
the consiileration that induced the po-
lice officors to relense men charged with
felonfes on nominal bonds In order to

assist them to escape the penalties of
their erimes,

Urnge for l".s]rinuit:nn
8t. Louls Globe- Demoorat,
France and Russin are trylng o blow up
the Chlnese loan. Nothing Is sufe lt theee
bubbling times of International discord.

Fancy Flles Away from Faet,
Cleveland Plain Dealer,

Eloquent Chawmcey Depew claime that the
hirds have bullt thelp nests in the cannon's
mouth and that they musn't be disturbed,
It I8 feared that' Chauncey lels his poetical
fancy run away with his patriotle good sense.
There Is only nao"blrp that Interests us just
uow and that is the glorlous old Roman
heaked war eagle.

Renson Controls the Wheel.
lhlumﬂq American,

The calmnesa displayed by the Amerlean
peopla while welting for the Maine report
may he the caln® Hetore the atorm, but it la
aloo the quiet o;-_aulf-cnnlrnl. Reason; and
not passion, wiil settle the momentous ques-
tices Involved, and in this crlsis the nation
s furnishisg an example to the world of
how n self-governing people can act in
eritical momemt,

Double Finnnelnd Draln,
Indidnapollis Journal,

The people of this country are just now
submitted to a double financial drain for
which fact they may themk the Spanlards,
With thelr taxea they are buyilng ammuni-
tion to kill the persccutors, If necessary,
and with thele charity they are sending food
to the victims, It would take a clever sud
adrolt judge to decide which expenditure s
made the more cheerfully,

The Maine Rellef BiNL
Phlladeiphin Record,

Under the terms of the relief bill as passed
by congrees, the suvvivors of the disaster to
the battleship Maloe are to be Inlemnified
for losges actually sustalned up to a Hmit
of twelve months' pay aod allowance. This
Iy substantinlly the plan pursued In regard
to the survivors of the wrecks of the Nlipsic,
Trenton and Vandalla In Apia harbor. These
eea tossed and forlorn toys of ll-fortune
mannged generally to make thelr accounts
loss compare reascoably with the
maximum allowance; and there will be, no
doubt, a aimlilarly generous allowance for the
Maime survivors. Whatever may be the
suma awarded, they will be pald by the
natlon without grudging and without delay,

=3

Finnncle of Yellowism.
Springficld Republican,

A few daye ago the chisf of yellow news-
papera, the New York Journal, sent a re-
porter to Mr. oosevelt, assistamt secretary
of the mavy, for an Interview. He was very
perslstest, but Mr, Rocsevelt as persistently
refuded, and had wo convereation with the
man. Nevertheless, In poster type, an lu-
terview with the uasslstant se¢retary was
&pread all over the first page of that paper,
Upon its publication the head of the Wash-
Ingten bureau wrote Mr. Roosevelt, giving
him the source of the Journal's Information
and asking him not to duy the Interview,
In reply Mr. Roosevelt wrote as followi:

“Dear Blr—I do not contemplate denying
the story. I already have denied it in the
most unequivocal terms. The sialement In
today's paper was an absolute falschood, 1
told your reporter not once, but agaln and
ngain. ms he was perslstent, that [ would
not glve Wim an Interview of any kind, Hls
conduct was Infamoua, and you Yyourselves
shonld have known that no euch Interview
as that could nossibly have come from me,
If for no other reason than that I have
never glven a certiflente of character to your
paper, In your final paragraph you €ay that
*ou tevst that you will not bave to change
your o inlon of me.' I can Imogine mothing
o Mle o would be of 1ess consequenice to me."

1# others would, yesent such brazen Impu-
desce with simllar emphasis, the era of
yellow journalism would be cut short,

A NIUMBER ONE NATION,

There May He Others, but None Out-
clang Uncle Sam.
Cleveldnd 1lain Dealer.
Americans have long belleved that, as a
nation, they wera npmber one. It may bd
that in days gone by they placed too high

an estimate unon themselves; but at the
pregent time thelr  superlority is amply
borue out by the facts,

The Unlted States s without an equal.
What nation ecombines such quality with
such quantity of pgople? The population
of the United Sintes more than the popu-
lation of auy other natlon is composed of
pergle of mind, It s composed of people
who take a deen Interest In the welfare
o0f thelr government, because primarily the
governing power Inheres in them, and who
would, o principle, uphold It in any crisls.
There has never been a nation with such
respurces—moral, Intellectual and material—
oy the United States. So far as material
resources are concernsd, it is estimated that
the fifty millions of dollars which were re-
cently appropriated by congress for the pur-
pose of puiting the nation in defensive
ehspe Is only one-sixth of 1 per cent of the
assessed valuation of the real and personal
property of the mnation.

Patriotism, bralns and money—and all la
superabundance—~form an Invincible trlad,
If amiable Uncle Sam should ever be thor-
oughly aroused, that fact would be made
maniiest,

IDAY MA 25, 1898,

THE HOUR AND I'TS DEWAYD,

“Let Us Keep Our Senscs Throughont
This Crucial Perioa.”
New York Mall and Exprems,

It s probable that by the closs of the
week just mnu the abliity of the American
people to ly and calinly welgh the facts
of a terrible natlonal calamity will have
been tested n the eyes of the world aa they
have seldom been hefore. The Hoard of In-
quiry report, It would seem from ourrent
news from Key West, ls within a few days
of publicity, but whatever Hs formal find-
Ings may be, the people, who are the eourt

of final resort and Judgmemnt In this una.'

and must bo so regarded, have also to glve
it thelo approval, If it is to stand for any-
thing of moment In the controversy. So,
too, mist the president, his eabinet and
congress.  The document will no doubt live
In history, for It will make hlstory; but
not tw s words, so much as to its recep-
tlon throughowt the country and the action
that resulte will the world at large, to-
day and In the future, look for an index to
the character of the American people aud
their abliity to keep within the lmits of
reason and righteousnces, no matter what
lhultmnuullnn or promptings to stiray be-
Yond.

Nations demonstrate thelr vitality not dur-
Ing ordinary times, but durlng such a crlsia
as that which now apprcaches, and It Is
then also that a peoplo grown rich, numer-
ous and powerfal far beyond thelr own an-
ticipations can assert and prove thelr titlo
to enduring greatness and to the respect of
all mankind. This Is not to be accomplished
solely by unsheathing swords and sholting
guns, for peace hath its victorles no less
renowned than war, and the world has
passed beyond the times when might made
right.  The civilization of today pute a
matlon to a higher test than the capacity
to klll or overawe more people than any
other, for the triumphs that now moke most
for nalional progress are not wom Iu the
lists of battle, but In the flelds of sclence,
commerce and the arts.  Had this not been
80, ail Europe would have run with the
blood of its poople on at least two occuslons
In recent years, and oven today its gov-
ernments would bo relying on thelr soldlery
rather than their statesmen to solve the
most inenacing problem with which this gen-
e;:'atlion in Hurope and Aela has had to
daeal,

Lot ue, therafore, resolve above all to
keep our senses throughout this crucial
period. “There I8 abundant reason for doing
0. A victorlous war with a nation so far
outclassed as Spain would be could add
nothing to the luster of the stars and Biripea;
but even If it could the war must first of
all be a neccesary and a just ona.  Old
Glory 1o not a symbol of strife, but an em-
blem of “Peace on earth, good will to man.”
It ls more mujestle and Inspiring when
contemplated In this true slgnificance than
vhen put  forward as a deflance to other
hatlons, which It Is not. Therefore, we
have nothing to lose and everything to gain
by facing this erisla in the right spirlt and
according to national precedent,

POSTAL RATES ON RAILROADS,
Tender Regard of Congress for Trans-
nertntion Compnnies.
Springfisld (Mass.) Hepublioan,

Tho postoffics appropriation bill was under
discussion In the house lust week. When
the burning questlon of compensation to
tho rallronds for the carringe of the mails
vime up Chairman Loud of the postollice
commitiee Immullately rose and moved that
debate be clesed In flve minutes. Bt this
I8 & most important part of the hill, sald
Mr, Rland of Missouri; you surely
woulldn't dispose of It in such huste as thils.
But Mr, Loud insiated, He was opposed
to any reduction, There was call for a
division ¢o the Loud motion. The ayes
scemed to prevall, Then there was a demand
for tellevs and the vote was 97 to 80 in
favor of discussing the question, The rall-
roads lLad been beatem In the preliminary
skirmish,

But they won finnlly, when on Saturday
the house refused to reduce the railroad ap-
propriation by a vote of T4 to 52, And
yet It was asserted] In the debate, without
suoeessful contradiction, that the rallroads
were belng pald at the average rate of about
8 cents a pound for the carrlage of the malla
and were at the eame time, and for equal
averagcs distances, charging express com-
panies less than half a cent a pound for the
carviage of similar matter, It further ap-
peared that there had been no reductlon In
the millway mail charges since 1878, while
frelght rates in the same time have decliped
some 40 per coot, And this enormous av-
emgo charge of 8 cents a pound is tmposed
on the basis of weights establlshed for four
years during some speeified month when the
rallroads have every opportunity to pad the
malls and are pretty well known in many
cuses Lo exerclse it

Moreover, it appeared that the govern-
ment was paying the rallroads in addition
&n average yearly rental for poatal cars of
$5.000, or more money each year than would
bo required to bulld the curs,

Small wonder that the opporents of a re-
duction in the rallway appropriation wanted
to stifle debate. They knew what facts
discussion would bring out. And eo the
postal deficlency of $5,000,000 to $12,000,000
yearly wil continue, and when people wonder
why 1-cent letter postage or extended {ree
rural  mall delivery or other desired re-
forms and clinges are not fortheoming, let
them know that It s because & majority of
thelr congressmen have fallen fnto the hends
of the rallroads and are belng used to per-
petuate what appears to be a gigantic ex-
tortlon on behalf of the roads agalust the
government,

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE,

Havana's ldea appears to be millicas for
war ahips, but not a cent for charity.

One thing that throws a doubt on the
alleged great value of Cuba ls the fact that
no American syndleate has offered to buy
the 1sland.

Colonel A. K. MeClure, the vetoran Phila-
delphia editor, has accepted an invitation to
vlait several southern citles and lecture on
eouthera development.

Buffalo Bll'a Wild West Show carrled the
first popeorn ever sold in Pavis, and last week
flve tona of it were shipped to the gay cap-
ital. Mr, Cody deserves credit for Introduc-
I*g the useful as well as tho pictureaque
features of American life,

At an elaborate banquet given by Mrs.
Wright In Mexico to Governor Atkinson of
Georgia, the honored gueat, prefaced the
dinner by rising and asking a blessing, Tt
I8 s1ld that the governor always obscrves
this rule whether he lines In public or pri-
vate,

A paper In Bellast, Me., says that “Itobert
Smith was struck by the southbound passedn-
Rer train last nlgbt and fostantly killed.
Mr, Smith, it will be remembered, met with
a4 slmliar aceldent about a year ago near
Scarbero,”

General Nelson B, Sweltzer, who dled In
Washington not long ago, was graduated
from West Point In the same class  with
Sheridan, Schofleld and McPheraon, and it
was a detachment from his command which
captured Boolh, the assassin of President
Lincoln.

Mr. Hutchinson, who & now baunting the
ratlonal capital trying to get some congresss
man to introduce a bill he bhas drawn ap-
proprieting  $10,000,000 to put the idle to
work, Is the last survivor of a family of
abojitioniats, who once traveled aver (ho
country slnglng the wrongs of alavery.

An old farmer in Michigan has mada hia
will In favor of Barnum's circus. He left
his old homestead to his wite, but his $10,000
ho would faln have go to the ashow which
gave him pleasure, Such a will is of course
called "eccentrie,” and the old man's rela-
tives mean to contest it,

Dr. G. Lane Tancyhill of Baltimore re-
fuses to glve up his private prmctice to aoe-
cept the ofce of quarantine phyasiclan at that
part with §3,000 apnual salary. He says hia
preaent incomie Is more than that and that
hils practice could not readily be regained in
the event of a change of administration.

Will J. Ham of Atchison, who |8 about to
graduate from the St. Louls Medical college,
has been employed as a Missvurl Paclfie
brakeman during his entire four years' conme
of study., He had a run on a 8t. Louls subur.
ban traln, which enabled him to attend the
medical classes during the afterncon and
eveolug.

Willlam A. Kirkland, the ranking cear
admiral in the navy, has seen a great deal
of hard naval service and has a fund of ex-
perience which would be invaluable to this
country in case of trouble with any other
nation. He ls a North Carolinlan by birth,
wan appeinted to the navy In 1860 and Is a

tluft velerau of the old school,

SIGNS OF THE TIWES,

Spain In buying food asupplles for (ts
soldlers In the New York market,

Loyallsts in Havana subscribed $40,000 for
a war ship, but not a cent for charity,

A battery of aixteen blg guns  just
mounted at Fortress Monroe Is warranted
to give a hot reception to any ship on mis-
chief bent.

Forelgn dealers In obsolete war ships,
who have tried In vain to unload on Uncle
Bam, have reached the conelusion that this

country Is abundantly supplied with junk.

General Loe has securel measuroments of
| the plat In Havana cemotery wherein the
| Maine victims were burled, and intends hay-
i Ing erected around It a railing of marble pil-
Iars and echains, to be entered with a deco-
rative gate bearing a sultable inscription.

There Is no occasion for Idle prophecles
or speculation. A North Carolina astrolo-
Klst bas turned a eearchilght on the planets
and tells what the future has In store, Ac-
cording to the planctary signs, the perlod of
Acute tenslon between this  country and
Spaln’ will be betweon April 4 and & and |f
war s fiot actually begun before April 10
Spain will be supplicating for peace at any
price,

Senator Mason of Illinols declines to per-
mit Dr. Frank E, Powell of

Spanish baron, El Cardo.
crack shot. He can puncture a penny at
ten paces and frequently amuses himself
driving ping with plstol bullets.
tor disiikea killing the baron as quickly as
Dr. Powell |8 capable of, and has coneluded
to dispose of him at le'sure by sending him
rezular Installments of pub, dovs.

Dr. Powell |s a

cently printed In poster type an alleged In-
terview with Assistant Secretary of the
Navy Roosevelt. The alleged Interview was
manufactured by the Washington repre.
sontative of the concern, who, after its pub-
Hention, wrote to Mr. Hoasevelt requesting
im not to deny Its genulneness.
was Roosevelt's answer: i |
template denying the etory.

I have already
denled it in the

most unequivoonl terms.

absolute [falsehood, I told your reporter,
not once, but again and apgain, as he waa
persistent, that 1 would not give him an in-
terview of any kind, His conduct was in-
famous, and you yourselves should have
known that no such Interview as that could
poesibly have come from me, If for no other
reason than that I have never glven a cer-
tiflcato of chatacter to the Journal. In
your final paragraph you say that you trust
you will not have to change your opinton of
me. 1 can Imagine nothlng which would
be of less consequence Lo me '

In response to several requests from ox-
confederate  soldiers  General Laongstreet
writes: “If the time should ever come
when ithe government should call for oup
friends to enlist, you may rely upon it 1
will go with you agaln and do my buat with
you, My scrviocs and sword are at my
country's call, and 1 am as ready to re-
fpuncd at my present age os I wae as a
young lieutenant In 1546, as I foel the mar-
tlal ardor of my youth and the bleod flow
faster and the pulse beat quicker uat the
thought of the cannon's cour and the muns-
kete® “zlp." “plng.” But I have refrained
from writing ¥You more promptly becnase
of the apprehension my modest contribution
inight add to the excitemont prevalent among
the people, and my purpise fs to help and
strengthen tho presldent rather than fan
the fierce fecling and hot passion which dis.
turb cool, calin action and conservative Judg-
mont.  The president can be fully trusted
to pursue a patriotle policy and reach a
Wise conclusion, satisfactory to our coun-
trymen. But rest assured that should the
president make the call It will be my great-
est pride that our old army comrades have
exprosecd the desire, ‘Il Longstreet will lead,
we will follow," *

GOSSIPF ABOUT NOTED PEOPLE.

Congressman John Murray Mitehell of Now
York Is fond of ecelng his name In all Its
fullness. It Is customary among eenntora
and representatives In Introducing bills to
write on the manuseript the family name
with the prefix *“Mr.' unless there are two
memhers of the same name, The New York
congressman, through the only one of that
nhame, always appears on such occasions as
John Murray Mitchell,

The late Senator Druce had for years aup-
ported the widow and  daughier of his
former master, who was a planter In Vir-
ginia. - They have Bbeen entirely dependent
upon his beunty, and although there was no
legal obligation whatever, they had treated
him with great kindness when he was
slave, he had acquired the rudiments of an
education from the tutor of his master's
soh anl felt a  gratitude that expressed
Hteelf in this manner when he learned that
they were In needy elrcumstanges.

Bir Claude Macdonald, the Diritish minls-
ter to China, Is 46 yeras old and holds rank
in the army as major, He served with the
Seventy-fourth Highlandors and was in the
Egyptian campaign of 1882 and the Suakim

La Crome, |
Wik, to take his place In a duel with the

The sena-

One of New York's yellow war erles re-

This !
o not con- |

The statement In today's Journal waa an |

§100 a ton to $10, and evem $% In some of
the lron producing sectlons of the aouth,
Wihat this wonderful record of progrees In
man's command over the powers of nature
means for the materfal bepefit and comforg
of the human race Is elmply beyond calous
Iatlon,

The late Senntor Stockbridige of Michigan,
though generally very plain In his tantos,
spent $500,000 in bullding and fAtting up 8
mansion. Then he told a friend that all he
 beeded was a parrot. “Why a parrot’* asked
[an old frlend.  “I'l1 (o1l you, Jim," atiswered
| the senator. “1 want a parrot to sit at the
front door and say evory timeo 1 come  In:
| 'Here comes the d—p  fool that bullt thig
shaniy.' "

YOUNG MEN FOR ACTION,

A New Crop of Naval Hervoes in Prose
peet,
Chilcngo Inter Ocenn,

In ordinary tinies the American
pay very little attentlon to the navy, CEpo-
clally to the pursonnel of 1ta ofcers Thers
Are no fewer than fifty-seven of the high-
grade oMeors of our navy who saw service
In the war of the rebeillon, yet there s not
 one of them whose name was at all familiar

to the general public prior to the blowing up
of the Malne, except that Captaln Maltan
hitd achleved fame as a writer, During the
war Farragut. Foote and Forter achieved
special prominence, Farcagut ranking with
Sherman and Sheridan as a popular hero,
Should war with Spaln come, un toubtedly the
pavy would have the brunt of it

It woulll seem from a Washington dispateh
that steps aro belng taken to retire Rear
Admiral 8lcard from command of the North
Atlantic station on account of the Infirmitios
of age. Evidently the situation Is some-
what embarrassing. The rear admiral has
done the country good service. Ho was
with Farragut when he ran the Missisaippl
and Mobile gauntiet. He went through a
dozen bombardments, and in each Case eom-
bined bravery, coolness and skill. He waa
one of those dauntless heroes who sailed
| up to a llue of torpedoes, and without slnek-
ing speed passed on. But It 1= a long time
now, measured by tho length of luman
life, since those days,

It will be remembersd that when the elell
war came on the loyal people of the coun-
try relled much upon General Scott, Tho
perlod betwern the close of the Mexlean war
{and 1861 was less than half as long as the
period between the close of our last wnar
cand 1585, But the command of the army
&oon passed to younger men, men who, If
[ they were with Scott and Taylor In Mexlco,
were too young and low In rank to attract
['the attention of the public. No doubt if war
comes at all now it will deyelop from the
Younger men of the service those who are g
win renown,

piople

LIGHT AND BIRIELZY.
Clevelind Teader: The Professor—You ura
no gontleman, slp.
The Man with the Bilk Hat—You're o Jlar—
I'm worthy 320,000,

Chicago Reeprd: *“T'hen
n

prestige derived from ancestors”

I “Not bt 1 belleve In fixing things so my*

ancestors wlill derlve prestige fromy me,"

| Drooklyn Life: Jnck—Yes, ancestors eop-

fLalnly help to glve a person soctal prestipe,
Tom—EFspoelally when they are weu'lthy

| i one lives with them,

Chicago Tribune: I don't know that I
need any work done about the house.  What
 can you do, my good fellow?*

“Sir, Inomy duy I've heen aearpenter, a
barber ahd n school teacher, 1 can shinglo
yYour house, your halr or your boy.'"

Washinzton Star: *“The children wish ma
to nsk you to tell them some falry stories,*
galid the politicinn's wile,

UMy dear't was the reply. T ean't de it
I have boon talking to o Kreat many votors
toduy, T must have gome reluxation from
the routine of business,"

Indianapolia Journal. “Don't pur think,"
asked the editor of the Dally Seare, “that
mlrJ corroepondent has o graphle, nervous
sryln?

1 hadn't notieed the mervousness," ane-
swersd the tiresome old fogy, “bul when
you come to think of It, his storles are a
Hrtle shaky.”

Cleveland Plaln Dealer: “Can you giva
any evidence In regard to the character of
the deceased 2 snid the judge,

“Yes, my lord," replled the witness, “fe
was u man without hlame, beloved and re-
upnlr.-h.vcl by all men, pure in all pls thoughts,
and-—"

“Where dld youl learn that?"

“I copled It from his tombstone, my lopd,”

Chicigo Post: *The diughter of King Leo.
pold is sald ta have eloped.”

“Oh, dear, no; not at all! Tt wou'd be an
clopement It she wern Just an ordinary
everyviday glrl of the hof-poliol, but, belng a
prinoess, it {8 an abduction.”

Detrolt Journal: “Forglve me!” she eried,
In o sudiden nccoss of remorse, and throw
hersclf nt hls foot.

Ho caught her Inl his arms.

The Incident has no Importancs,

Particularly Is the reader warned that It
has no releviney to the question of the age,
namely, ean o woman throw?

expedition before he was appointed consul
general at Zanzibar In 1587, After leaving
#ast Africa he was sent to the Niger, where .
be provel a very succeeaful consul goneral |
In the Niger Coast protectorate, as the dis- |
triet which was once kpown as the *Oil !
Rivers Protectomate' Is now designated. 8ir
Claude's career In West Africa was cut short
In 1896 by his selection for the embassy at
Peking,

A Hebron correspondent of the Lewlston
(Me.) Journal says that there 1s a section of
country twenty-five mlles In dlameter situ-
ated In Androscoggin and Oxford countles,
Maine, with [Hebron academy its  center,
which has furnished more noted men of
world-wide reputation than any other sec-
tlon of equal extent In the United States, If
not in the world, and backs up his state-
ment by mentioning Hannibal Hamlin, horn
at Parls; John D. Long, Buckfleld; Nelaon
Dingley, Durham; Willlam P. Fyre, Lewls-
ton; Senator Hilborn, Minot; Bugene Hale,
Turner, and Postmaster General King, Parla,
as a few of these. Another well known man
who was born In the town of Oxford, in this
rexion, was Prol. Merritt Caldwell of Dickin-
acn college.

The ollest Ironmaster In Tennsylvania,
Gottlieb Moyer, died a few days before Sir
Henry Bossemer, at the age of 4. He op-
eiated forgos In Lthat state seventy yecare
ago, and It & noted by dhe hulletin of the
Amerioan Iron and Bteel nagoclation that he
sold his iron then at $100 a ton. Within the
time of his 1ife at the businees the iron pro-
ductlon of the Unked States has dnercased
from some 60,000 tons a year to 9,662,630
tons in 1887, and tho price has fallen from

be purchased
pains or labor

ing that is chgap only in the one
ing—of the Browning, King &
any, more, and you get your

resented.

chance to make them right.

Chicago Tribune: Prosecullng Attorney—
You eay you know the prisonpr?

Venireman—Yes, slr, He owns the houss
next door te mine.,

Prosccuting Attorney—Ia there a line fence
between you?

Venlreman—There 18,

Prosccuting  Attorney—Your honor, we'll
take him.

THE DEF1 OF DILLY MASON,

Washington Post,

“WIll T fight him?"" Billy Mason spoke with
emphasis intense;

“Will T fight with Alta Villa? Will o tome
cat ollmb o fence?

As #oon as I can pack my grip I'll go across
the aen

And teneh n wholesome lesson to that polye
Bobt marquls.

I will take 0 saw and cleaver and a trusly
butchér's knife

That P'hit Armour's golng to send me; I
will upon my life.

The th}lurt u'In de Alta Vi'la llitle reckons of

¢ fnto

That awalts him when T meet him and get
fairly on lhis galt.

Then you wlll see how Bllly fights, I tell
you plainly now

I will enrve him as the fellows In our stock-
yierds carve n cow,

With upper cut I'll gash him where the por-
terhouse looates;

Then I'Il stab him In the portlon whence
the rib roast emanates;

Then with keen and true precision I will
quickly run him through

Where we get, oul in Chlongo, the designs
for kldney stew,

And when I've finlshed with effete

How we fight the festive duel In the town

him,
monarchies will know
of Chlcago.'*

“There is nothing;
truly valuable which can

without

L3
o  —Addison,

That is an argument against the so-called “cheap” cloth-

respect of quality, Good cloth-
Co. standard—costs but little, if
money's worth, or your money

back, every time simply for the asking, if it is not precisely as rep-

It is a favor to us, in fact, to have you tell us when goods
bought at our store are not as they should bz,

We want the

BROWNINGKING (o

82 W, Cor. 16th and Vouglas Sts,

you don't I|.~ll|~u.
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