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“No, Mr. Carnforth,” sald Kettle, it
would be lylog if 1 was to may | Knew auy.
thing about peacl fiehing. I've heasd of I
of voirse; who Basn't? And, for the matter
of that, I've had ca a diving sult mysell and
gone down aud examined a silp's hotiom to
gee If the divers that had been gept dJown L9
look &t some started plates had brought up
& true regport, But I've never done l'll‘.a.‘o.‘
than pees Lhrough oece North  Auatialjan
gtas,  They tell ma the pearl flehing'a dosd
feom mirall luggos of & e ten or f.:.qr‘.wn
tamg, Aalling out of Thursdny Island,
“pt iw,t sald the big man *Aand—"
oWell, alr, you'd better et another oap-
taln I'm i stexmoer siilor by briaging up,

and ou & #teamner 1 know iny businecs nn‘i
can 0o it with any other mad un-.-‘- !h.:.
you'd pot find me mu h ka0l on a littie wit

fammer Hke o Thuraday's Isiond | '-l"-llll
I'm o (asd-up man, Mpo Canfoeth, oot
deaperatoly in want of a I-N;!l: I .h‘l';'_'_:- .'".'
you'll nat think It undue .*u'nl.itrt.\ h.lll.lll
gay that I ke you personally, hut Graessiy |
{ don't thiak you'd beuler engdage ine «8

your sklpper for this trip You vmﬂ\.i_ Ker a
#o much hetter man for your money 2
Carnfocth Jaughed, My dea Keitle,” he
sald, 1 don't think 1 ever came ;“"H?..t.
fellow with lves real notion ot wkine n [
his own Interesto.  As you awnre,
Know your pecuilar qiaitfizations juedy dods
pughiy. I'm an eminently praitical Iii“”'rf
mwan: 1 offer you a handsome wilury w l_!
both eyes open, and yet you cofuse ht-"_w‘ﬁl
you cre afrald of £ bhing int af my money
“Mr. Caroforin' sl the “T'I'l.' r"I'_l;d."
stiffly, ‘1 have my own |dvan of what'e rigi:
You Gave vech me at sea tsing vivlpnes suil
n wil! kindls remamoe

are

gly wWores Hut ¥

lt]‘l’l:‘[ | weit in gervice of an cmployer Uicn
and wes cdriing hle pay by daiviaa B
erow, Jt'a anothoe thing nowl woe are & .n..r
here ond T wanld have you know that |_|+=hnli
I am o steist 1apel  member, '\- i hi y
Glgh-precauye  cinacience snds @ :'-.1: T_-“I
requires carelul looking alier. I eault .ur_--

forgive snyse!t 11 T thought 1 was ".l.]"l

vair nay Without earnlag it o0 ighly

: oif van'll et me get o word In -'..::'
V«'-'l':-t"ln:th'l the nther, eitably, “and not b
g0 hegslly cockaure wat you oan vobhome

whish you could oo moare do than fy - ltl
haps vou'd underals nd what 1 _.-ﬂ‘--rh: .Il.

not #nvexe at o good ohatee. The lu':.:v'I Is
vour cwn inventinn apd oo b the J_I.-n th
I'm merely galng pearl fishifg Iy the ordl

wary way., My notlon 18 to go pe arl pod -‘||.'.1L:
whith s a very different matlec; to et rlieh
quick and taks the rielte and gst cver Iln-u!.
s 11 n ateaier with
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the place rovnd him lterally packed with
slhiell that had never been touched by human
fingers, he made up his mind that the time
had come to repay old scoree. Bo whea
lie enme up out of the wativ agaln he =ald
sulklly encugh that there wea nothing below
it seaweed and mud, tnd the boat rowed
back out of the lageon, and the cchooner
let craw her foremimsaail sheet and ran
away on her conids, The skipper reported

the new reel, ead la due course It go. on
the charte; and the salloy kept on bolding
his tovigne il he could fird & market {or

his infermation. He didn't fnd one at aecey
he had 19 walt two years, 1o fact; acd then
he found me. | guosy Lhat s4ipper wodld he

cadler on hls han's In future f ha oy
Krew whnt he'd lost, ¢ch, Kettie?"

The sailor frowned. “A rulpmasier, sir
hes to get the full amount of work out of
his bands, or hes noglectoox his dat) 1 can
peture that schoonsy, Mo Caoc oty and |
ean pleture her ol man Geasing what he's
meleme . and st skrrsicg oon the driviog
gitme, The thlags we have to ship as eall-
N are beasie, 4u.) u kave to treat them
BE guch, and of vSa o oean show me 4 mealer

wha's popular in the foréchstle, 1 can show
nan w

Jos Jettog hia haris shirk
work, wad nol ewing his owner's pay.'
“Hm suld Carnfarth, *I've seon you

bevidle o ercw, and 1 kKiow your theories and
Htrie ways, and I know also that you're tar
too chstionte an anlma’ to change your opin
lewia In a hurry. IU've a pretty girong will
myoelf, and so 1 céne sympathize with you,

III swever, we'll Tet that mutter of ethica siide

fee the present, and ge Into the qgueslon
of ways and meacs And on the dry de-
tadl of this they talked till far inio the
night.

Here, however, the histoslan  may for
uwhile withho.d Ms pen, sinee those In the
Elipping Intercat can Gl b the gap for
thenselves, wille to all othera thesa smail
quectice s of wara and means would be In
finitely tedious. The vaent's vovage outl lo
Japonese weters may also oe omitted. The
Hoglish apers ansounced its commencement

Ity one i the vaual formal paragraphs M
dastin Carnfoith, M. P. for the Muoe
divigion of Yorkahire, hbs started o hls due

gleny yacht, the Veatris, for a ieagthensa
Lrur dn Choon zons o sindy Orlental ques
tlons on tle spol, and will probably L

absent wome conslderable tlme."”

The elllolal log kept on Dourd was meai

and apanty, belng conflned to arid statements
of distances rof el the ordinaly meteods
logliwl happenings of the ocean; and toward

tho letter enirice even thoss were oiiHfully

fleiifions. Indeed when the vessel neared
seene of netlon her yeiow funnel ebang
ack with a erlmasen Band, a couple of

squaiish yards were creased on hor fore

mast, ner dainty gaft-zalls vanished and were

and 4o go at the buslne it replaced by serviceabls trysails, and o ths
& &trang  enough crew to—er Ao what's b o fshin house was solled by the adidition of
neeoil oL a coat of erudy white lead above (he trimiy
G vt siigacated Wettle, gloomity. potished teak and socaddicd over by @ clumiss
s ot | m-.\' be banged. The Japs have “." Hon bridge detonded by H-ftthog  canvas
noxe] certain pearling l@lands gad Weve 60§ ggdgers and awnlngs, Toere wis bo making
elared thom elrasd, AL the outslde we ehatlil {0 e art belleve, of course, that die
be only guilty of popch ng, and (hat's o 01 | mere trader ot had alwiava Hoen a tiade
erably mid offenge, acid one 1 IO HOE | Baite thio nuuthoal 6ye dlie WaN Unsdapicious;
hoth ldes af.  Tve got pheasant covers hete |, 100000 one of those ex-yachts that hay
In Bngland. which are poached, Tt WBHEES {0000 0010 oyt of the petticoft-cruising uiery-
me tooe the poache s, and spersi nally 1 fos of Cowes. und beepn nlapted to the mor
cateli them, and whon 10do, 1 go for them |,y peads of the mercantile matine:
hot and heavy, 8o 1 know the Jovs of the | .0 40 ha Mediterrancan, the Australing
gameo progeiver, yob gel anitll want to wste | e g Ching waters there are many of
the excitement—and the profits=of  the | 00 of craft making n humble Hyioe
poach L & = - 1or helr owne A gouple of weeka negloot
“And you're noreich man" i IKetbies ok any brass work laok unyachtlike,
with a fine positlon in the country "‘.1 L and a Nitle withhelding of the palnt broel
goat In Parliament. Some peapie Bever ! souil makes all small trade.s wonderfully
know when theyv're well off L B Kin.
vSome people don't,” satd Carnforth, Iu"|lr| Reolhirlitenlag, of course, & bat a eline
you're anothor of them, akipper, For my<elly | G “an ore whleh is (the gentte novells

I do n mad thing now and sgain beeause

Q. because 1 ke the exaltement and durey
of i, Put you! You go and refuse o profit-
ahle blllet that would At you down to the
boots, morely for the sake of a whim. A

yuarter of an hour ago you told me you were
piaciieally  destitute—er—on  the strects
your own words were; and here you are
chuckirg up a certain (20 a month, and
o posaible €90, when it's remdy to your
hand."

“1 aliln't kaow about
Kettle, *and that's a [act.

“Well, I'm tellipg you now, captaln, and
If you don’t tnke charge of her upper briduee,
it will bo your own fault. Why, man, there
fsn’t a job between here and New Jerusalem
«that weuld sult you better; and besides, 1'm
keen to go there myself, and you are the
cne man In the world 1 want to have a8 n
shipmate, and 1 ask you lo come ng n poer-
©_nal favor.

“I'tn slek of this smug, orderly, frock-
cout=d life here. Nature (ntended me for a
pirate, and fate has made me a successful
manufacturer. U've tasted the wild, unre-
generate lfe of the open-alr once under your
eustlees and rubbed agalinst men who were
men, and 1 want to be thero again. 1'm
thred of fddlng nmongst men and women who
are merely dollar mf!ers and dress pegs. I'm
elvk of what they cali suceoss, I'm slek of
the whole blesseld business,'

Captaln ICettle thought of Mrs, Kettle and
her children In the squalld house In South

the steamer,” sald

Shields, with the slender income and the
slim prospocts, and he sighed drearily. But
he did net utter those thoughts aloud. He

gald Instead that he was very grateful to
AMr. Caroforth for his magnificent offer,
and would do his bhest to earn thor-
outehl,v Lhe lavish Income which was held
out to him.

Carnforth reached out and gripped hils
hand. “Thanky, Kettle, he sald, "and mind,
I'm g Ing to try and lug you Into a compe-
teney over this. You might just as well
have given way before. 1 always get my
own way over these sort of things. And now
probably you'd ke to hear a bit more about
the ponching ground.”

“If you please, sl

"Well, 1T can't quote you latitude and
longitude offhand, but Tl ehow you the
Whereabouts of the place marked on the ehart
aftorwards. Tt's Japan way, and the Japa
have chosen to claim all the bits of reefs
theteabouts, and to proclalm a sort of eclowse
soason agulost all forelgn pearlers. Now
the place I've got news of Is In thelr area,
but mo far it has never been fished, It'e
oiermously rlieh, and it's absoluiely virgin,
Why, man, it we can put In six months’ work
Livre undisturbed, we ean easily carry off
£1,000.000 worth of shell and pearls,”

"Blx months!” sald Kettle. “That's a big
otder,  I've no douvbt that, with a decent
Bteamer and & fow rifles, we could beat olf
one of thelr gunboats when we got thers,
anid, =ay, & week's fishing. Hut if that gun-
hoat eteams back to Nagasaki, or wherever
her gort 15, and brings out a wnole blessod
navy at her hecls, ‘we may find the contract
outside our size. Of course, It you are Rolng
to it out a real blg steamboat with a gun or
two and 100 men—*

Carnforth laughed. *“Walt a Bit,” sald he.
“You've golog abeud too fast. There's no
question of fighting a whole navy. In fae:,

we muastn't fight at all If there's any mieana
of wriggling ont of it. 1 believe flzhtlog
would amount to piraey, and piracy’s too
lively even for my tastes, Besides, I wo
got very nolsy we'd have some crulser of the
Hritlsh-China squadren poking her ugly nose
in, an! that's a thing we couldn't afford to
riok at nny price.”

“Then how are you golhg to manage "

“What we must hope for Is to be left
nilisturbed, There's every chance of |1,
The reef §s out of all the steam lanes and
circle tracks, and the Jap's gunboat patrol
{smot very close. In fact, the place has only
ticen newly charted. It was found quite by
accident by the skipper of a sea  seallng
schooner, and he missed the plum because
hie happened to have been a brute to one of
Lis hands.'

"Myt T thought you sald this reef was out
of all ship tracks?"

“Don't hustle me. The schooner had been
sealing oft the Commander lslands. Shé was
voming homwe, and got Into heavy weather,
Bhe was blown away three days by a gale,
and pleked up the surf of this reef oue
morning at daybreak, ran down ioto the lee,
and lay there until the brecze was over,
The reel wasn't charted, and the skipper,
who was ‘on the make,' wondered how hwe
could gather dividends eut of ., In the
offt-seallug season he was In the Thursday
island trade, and his thoughts maturally ran
upon pearls and shell, He'd a diving whit
on ‘board, and he rowed luta the lagoou,
made one of his crew put on the sult and
sent him down.

‘‘Now observe the resull,” sald Caroforth
with aly relish, “of being too severe on one's
hands. » who was vend dowm In

notwithstanding) most gellom vaed., A 34
at hee bir D is glven 4 name and endowed
with u passport in the shape of “papern.
Without her papers she cannot enter a cvil-
feadd port; she conldl not “clear’” at any cus-
tom house, and to attempt duing so would
be n Dlatant confession of “something
wrong.” So, when the paint bruvhes went
round, and the mame Vestris on counter,
boats and Hlesbuoys was exchanged for
Governer 1. €. Walthrop (which seemed
to carry a slight Amerioan flavor) & half
slgh went up from scme of the ship's com-
pany, and o gueer lttie thrill went through
the rest, aceording to thele temperaments
They were muking themselves sea pariahs
from that momenl onward, until they should
deem fit to diseard the allas

Captaln Kettle himsell finished letlering
the last of the 1lfe-buoys and put down his
brush and shook hig head.

Carnforth was watohing him from a de:k
ohair. “You don't like it?" he said,

“I never did such a thing before,' sald
Ketile, “and 1 never heard of it being done
and come to any good. We're nobohies now
and 1t's everybody's businees to meddle with
a nobody. If you're a somebody, only the
preper people can ioterfere.”

“Iocan't help 1" sald Carnforth, "“The
Vestris Is well known at home, and I'm
wuoll known, too, and we've just got to see
this businesa through, one way or the other,
under purser's names, She's the Governor
L. C. Walthrop, and I'm Mr, Martin, and
you can be what you like,"

“I'I1 still use my own name, slr, I've car-
ried It & good many years now, through most
kinds of weather, and It's had so many

stones thrown at it that a few more won'l
hurt. It we get through with this little

THE LITTLE MARINER WAS SEATED,
TURNING IN THE FRAYED SLEEVE OF
A WHITE DHLL JACKET,

game, all right; If we get interrupted, 1

guess the oaly thing left will be to attend

our own funérals. 1'm not gelng to taste
the inside of a Japanese gaol at any price”

*I never eaw such a fellow an you for
looking at the gloomy slde of things, said

Caruforth irritably.

“It'e the gloemy elde that's mostly come
my way, sir'
"1 wish to goodncss I'd never been idiot

enough to come out here on this hare-
Lraloed scheme,'
“Why," sald Kettle in surprise, "vou've

got the remedy to your hand. You give vour
criers, Mr. Carnforth, and T'll 'bout-ship
this mipute and take you home."

“And don't you want to go through with
it, skipper?"’

“1 don’t see my tastes nead be mentioned.*
sald the sailor, stiMy. *“You are my owner,
air. U'm here to do as I'm bid."

“Captein Owen Kettle," sald the other,
with a laugh that had got some sour earucst
at the back of I, “You're a cantankerous
little beggar. 1 salled with you before, and
found the most delightful of shipmates, 1
sall with you now, and you keep me slwayvs
at boat-hook's length away from you. He
hanged if I see what I've done to stiffen
you."

“Sir,"" sald Kettle, "on the Sultan of Bor-
neo you were my guest; on this yacht you
are my owner; there's all the difference in
the world,"

“You wish to polnt out, I suppose, that a
shipmaster locks upon an owner as his pat-
ural enemy, as he does the board of trade
s;ul I don't think | personally have deserved
that."

“1 am as 1 have been made, sir, and 1 sup-
pose 1 can't help it."

“You are a man with some wonderfully
developed weaknesses, However, as to golng
back, I'm not going to stultify myself by

that pow. We'll see the thing through
no

- Whatever bappens."
ln Carnforth nodded curtly and got
duck.

| eursed

THE OMAHA DAIEY B

\of fine menss of disappointment and disillu-

siofiment, He had started off on thin expe-
dition filled with a warm glow of romance,
He had peen grubbing alomg at distasteful
business pursuits for the large part of his
lite, and adventure, as looked at from the
cutside, had always lured him strongly.
Onee in Kettle's company he had tasted of
the realities of adventure amongst Cuban
revolutionists; had got back wafely, and set-
tled down to business ugain for a time; and
then once more had grown restless. But he
had the virus of adventurs In his bloed, and
he was bheginping lo learn that It was a
cumulative polson, 2o, once more he had
started off, but this time he was being ¢hilled
frcm the outside. Properly treated, the pros-
pects of the trip would have heen rosy
enough. Handled by Captain Owen Kettle,
the whole affalr was made to assume the
Aspect of a commercinl speculation of more
than doubtful sanity. And as he walkekd, he
Kettle from his Inmost heart for
bringihg him to earth and keeping him there
amungst m.rdld considerations.

The Mttle mariner himseit was seated In
a deck chale under an awning, turning In
the frayed sleeve of a white drill jJacket
His dewing tackle stpad 1 & pictured tin
Liseult box on the deck beside him. He
untipped the old stitches with a4 pocket
kulte, and resewed the sleeve with exquizite
avcuracy and neatness. His flerce eyos wers
intest on the work. Te look at bls nimble
fingers one would think that they had never
helid anything more deadly than the ordinarcy
utereila of {alloring. Carnforth  broke
his work and steod for a moment beside him,

“Skipper,” he sald, “vou're a4 queer mix-

ture. You've lived one of the mest exelting
Hyes any man's ever goae through, and vet
yau M turn your more peaceful mo-
mente to taltoring or poetry indifferently,

Al enjoy them| with gusto.

UMe Carnforth,” salgd the lttle sallor,
RUEHS Wir fw all discontented animals,
dlways ke most what we get least pf."

"Well, 1 suppese that's Inteaded to sum
up my character s well as your own,” sald

|l1
We

Carnforth, and sel down and walched the
sewing.

The mate, on the yva:ht's uppor bridge
pleked up the resf wih hie glosssz that
evening, a coup’ o hours alter sahdown.
The night wes velyvet Ulack, with ouly
few stars showlng, A sullen ground swell
rolled tne scas into oily Wills and valleya
ind the recfs ahead showed thenmaelvez in

a blaze of phoesphorescence where the awall

off !

back of his bead. Hig face wae burned to
a fine dark mabogany color by the sun, and
dangling over his chest at the end of a
plece of fine sinnet was a gold-rimmed eye-
giars, which gllttered like a diamond when
it catght the sun. He touched hig helmet
to Kettle, “You've brought a fine day
with you, captain,” sald he.

“Rather warm,"” sald Kettle; “I have not
looked at the glesa this morning. 1 hope
it's going to keep steady.'”

The visitor glanesd round and slzcd up the
yacht and Hs resources. ‘0O 1 should say
it's likely to for tne present,  You've a nice
lttle beat here, and 5 !lkely-looking lot of
men.  You'll be having ten of a crew all
told, eaptaia, oh?"

“Thirteen,” sad Kettle.

"Humph, It's an mnlucky number, Well,
ton lorg.  The wenthet’s a bit
you kuow, In these seasn.'

“Wo want some pearls and shell before
we go."

"1 might have guessed that. Well, ii'n a
nulsance fesm  oun opolnt of view, because
wi thought we'd the lagoon Lo ourselves,
and intendeld to iekim It clean ourselves, (f
the Japs don't Wrtermupt. Put, take a Lip,
captain, and dom't be too greedy. It you
ﬁt'.l.)' toc long, the glnza may fall suddenly,
and—*

"Take ocare, my Wnd,'" spappel Kettle;
“I'm a mun that aecepts threats from no
| mar Tiviag.™

“0, all right’t
lesssly, “Hut
stuek the glas
| Captain
Lo
| York"

i “Humph," wsald the visitor; “you used to

uncertaln,

emid the sirnnger, care-
who have we here?’ And he
futa his eye and whistleld

Kettle: made a formal Introduc-
"My owner, sir, Mr. Martln of New

bo Carnforth up at Cambridge, didn't you?
M Carnforth, 1T remember, and M might
peasibly stand for Martin.'

| Captaln Kettle smiled grimly, and Carn-
| forth swore
[ "Bt of a surprise 5 flad you pearl poach-
lneg, CatafortQ I see your name in the
Australlun papers now and again, and got a
notion you were somethiog blg at home,
Hid a4 buat up?”

YN0, gall Carolort “I'm all right there
||‘n|u-- below and have a drink and a t
By the way, iU's awfully rfude of me; |
| HBaven't thmbled ver to who vou ure)

ENover mind my pame,"" sald the visitop
ccally, I don't suppose vou'd temember me

-

though the yacht was steaming toward the
glow and din of some distant marine vol-
ano. The wateh below were all on deck,
dmawn there by curlosity, and along oue
bulwark the watch on duty were handing
the deep sen lead, At intervals came the
report, trolled in a minor key, of “No bot-
tom,"

The engines were running half-apeed
ahead, and preacitly they stopped, and the
order was given for the yacht o lay to where
she was till daybreak. A light breeze had
sprung up, bringing with It a queer, glender
talnt into the sweet sea alr,

For a long time Carnforth had been
snuffiing diligently. “'I'm sirve | smell some-
thing,”" he sald at last.

“It's there,”" sald Kettle.
been in a north coumtry
sk

"By jove, yes, skipper.
Decaying fleh.'”

“There's not another stink like It on this
earth, You know what it means here?"

“1 suppose rome other fellows are in the
Inqcl'.u before us, and they'r¢ rotting out
shell ™

“That'se It,"” sald Kettle, "and we're golng
to have cur work cut out to geL a cargo.
But we'll do It, Mr. Casnforth, never you
fear. I suppose there'll be trouble, but
that'll Lhave to be got over, We've gol ¢onie
ull this way to go back with empty ho'da.”

Carnforth looked at the little man elyly.
Here was a differeat Captain Kettle from
the fellow who had been mending the white
drill coat hall a dozen hours before, He
wis rubbing his hands, his eye waz bright,
his whole fvame bad dtiffened. He weas
whist!llng a Jaunty tune mid was ataring
keenly out at the phosphorescent blaze of the
breakers, ns though he could see what was
behind them aud was planning to overcome
#ll ubitacles, Am hour before Martin Carn-
farth had been cursing the tedium of hls
oxpedition. A little ehlll went through him
now. Before many more hours wove past
he had a étroeg notlon he would be scared
at Its  llveliness. He bad seen Caprlaln
Koettle's methods before when thimzs went
comtrary to his plane and wishes.

Slowly the night dragged through, and by
degrecs the blackoess thinned. The eastern
waters grew gray, and the sky above them
changed to dull sulphur yellow. 'Then a coal
of ¢rimson fire bumed out on the horlzon
and grew oulekly to o great half-dish of
gcarlet, and thew the reat of the sun wan
shot up, as an orange plp ts slipped from
the fiugers, aod it was brilliant, staring,
tropical day.

For full an hour the yacht had been under-
welgh at hall steam, with lead going. vircling
round the nolsy reefs. The place was allve
with the shout of bredkers and the scream
of eva fowl. lslde, beyond the hedge of
spoutlng waters, were three small turtle-
backs of sand and a |lugger at anchor,

The water outside was clear as bottle.
gveen glass, and of enormous depth, he
only cotrance to the lagoon Was & DArrow
cangl between the reefs, shown up vividly
by the gap in the ring of creaming surf,
It was not llkely that sny one from the
lugger would lend g hand for pllotage—
or be trusted if they offered, Bo Kettle
steamed the yackt to some half-mile off (he
entrance, called away the whaleboat, and
went off In hey himself, with a crew and a
couple of lewd men, to survey the chaanel.
He did It with all deliberation, returned,
took his perch on the forecrossirees, where
he could see the coral floor through the clear
water beneath, and conped the yacht in
himsell. Caroforth leaned over the bridge
end and watched,

The coral floor, with its wondrous growths,
came up toward him out of the desp water.
The yacht rolled into the pues un ths Yeke
of the great ocean swells, ! tLe ivel ehus
on elther wside boomed !ike a salute of
heavy gung.  The white froth of the surges
spewed up against her sid:s, and thr epin.
drift pattered in showeis upun ner Ceck
planks.  The stink of the place grew
stronger every minute

Then she shot through into a mirrer of
etill, smooth water, slowe! to balf wpoud,
and, with hand lead golog diligenily, slramed
up to an anchorage In sixteen fathims, off
cne of the sandy islets. A white wiale-
boat put off from the lugger, rowed by
thres Kanakas. and by the time the yachi's
cable was bitted a man from her had atepped
up the accommodation ladder, and was look-
ing about him on deck.

He was a biggizh man, in striped pajamas,

“Have you ever
Norwoglam port,

It's just the same.

bar , sad wearing a
crumpled pith helwmet on

“TAKB CARE, MY LAD, SNAPPED KE
CEPTE THREATS FROM NO MAN LIVING™

broke Inte thunderoug surf. It seemed as | was a reading

mi
mlm grind up flor medicine; or larger

TTLRE, "I'M A LITTLI2 MAN THAT AC-

man up there, and yon
wecen't.  You dkl your best to tommont my
lile out. I took a4 blg degree and made a
flzzle of after lfe. You got plowed and be-
tame o commersidl suceens, So you suve
we've little enough In common, and besides
I was here firat, and | rescal your coming.”

0, rubblsh, mani come below and have a
ecacktall,'”

‘““Thaonks, no. T prefer rot to be wader the
tle of bread and ealt with—er—trade rivala.”
He dropped his eyeglass and walked to the
Giead of the accommodation ladder, *'Look
here, Master Carnforth,” he sald, “I'll give
you & useful tip:  Clear out.” Then he
went down into his whaleboat and the browa
men pulled Gim baek to the lugger.

Curse that beggar's impudence,” sald Carn-
forth, hotly. *1 weader who the deuce he
(Chds

“Maybe we'll find out,” gsald Kettle. *I
tried to cateh your eye whilst he wis speal-
Ing,. It 1 Gad my way he'd be on board
now, kept snug till we were theough with
our business here, He'd bave been a lot
s4fer that way."

0, no,'” sald Carnforili, "we coulda’'t have
done the high-handed llke that on the Hitle
he sald. Wonder who he can be, though?
Some poor beggar whose corns 1 trod on up
at Cambridge., Well, anyway, twenty years
and that beard have completely changed hiou
out of memcey. However, Il he chooges (o
ecome around and be clvil he can, and If he
doesn't 1 won't warry. Aad now, caplain,
pearls? The sconer we get to work the
more chance we have of gelting a cargo
under hatches and slipping away undis-
turbed."

“Right-0," sald Captala Kettle, "“They've
got the other two sand banks, and, by the
stlnk, they're doing a roaring business,
We'll bag thls emply one mear us and set
about fishing this very hour, and plant our
shell to rot there. 1t'1l smell a bit different
to a rose garden, Mr. Carnforth, but it'll be
a slght more valuable."

Then began a period of frantie toll and
labor. Every man on board was “on shares,"”
for it had pleased Carnforih’'s whim te use
this old buceancer's Incentive. Half of the
profite went to the ship and the rest of the
erew. Esch man had 8o many shares sc-
cording to his rating. Carnforth himself, in
addition to his earnlngs as owner, earned
alwo ag an ordinary seaman and sweated and
girained lke any of the hands, From an
hour before daybreak to an hour after sun-
g0t he was away In the boats, under the
dews of morn and eve, or the blazing torrent
of midday sunshine, Every night he tumbled
into his bed place dog-tired, and exulting ln
hig tiredness, Every morning he wake eager
agaln for the Aerce toll, He was unghaven
sun burned, blond smeared from the scratches

of the shell, filthy with rank gea mud. But
withal he wais eotlrely happy.
Kettle tolled with equal vigor, woarking

violently himeelf, and violently exhorting

{ the others. Neither his arms nor his tonguo
ever tired. But he was always neat, seldom
unclean. Dirt seemed to have an antipathy

for the man, and agalnst his digsheveled
owner, i looked Hke a park dandy beside a
rag-pleker,

At the cther slde of the lugoon the white
min from Cambridge and a white friend and
their crew of ten Knnakas worked with
similar Industry, The ring of the lagoon
was some half mile in dlameter, with lanes
of deep water runoing thropgh Ite floor where
divers could not work. Thére was no clagh-
ing of the two partles. One of these water-
lanes seemed to set out a natural boundary,
and neither transgressed It, On each sub-
maripe territory there was enough shell to
work on for thg present, and each party
tolled with the same frantic energy, aod
spread out the shell on the sun-baked sand
banks. and polsoned heaven with the scent
| of decay. But there was no further Inter-
| course between the two bodics of men, nor
| Indeed any atteppt at Jt. How the others
] woere doing, the yacht's party neither knew

nor cared. Thelra was a race against time

tor wealth, and. not one striver amongst
them all had lelmuro to be curious about his
nelghtb-ms,

In a nicer e, the amells of the place
would have offenfed them monstrously; here
| they were a matter for coogratulation; the
y more the putrefaction, the more the profit,

They ripped the shells from the sea and
| #pread them upow the beaches. The roasting
sun beat upon the spread out shell fish and
melled away thelr soft tiwswes In horrible
decay, The value was all a8 gamble, There

t be merely so much mather-o'-pear! for
work; or 8 sced jcarl, such as the

s s

captaln, If | were yom, 1 wouldn't stay here |

\
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pearls of any slze and color and shape, from
the humble opalescent sphere werth  (ts
meager helf-a-crown  to the black pearl
worlh Its seore of pounds, or the great pear-
shaped pink pearl worth a prince’s ransom
It was all a8 gamble, but none the less fus-
cinating for that. Carnforth was mad over
the work; Kettle, with all hls nonchaiance
Kone, was nearly as bad,

But the groceas of realizing thelr wealih
was none too fast, and, io fact, seemed to
them tedious beyond words, BEvery filled
shell, with Ita latent poesibilities of treas-
tire lylng out there upon the sand, was so
much capital left in a perflously nsecure
Investment. They were #o0 bitterly alrald
of Intervuptiona, the dark shadow <f Japas
was always before thelr eyes,

Btill at Jast came the first moment
realfzation. They had tolled a month, and
they had collected that day the frults o
their first day'e labor. The mother o' peat
whell was packed in the hold; the little cro;
of pearla Atood In a basln on the cabin
table, #ad they gloated over them as thwy
aupped.

Carnforth etirred them lovingly with the
butt of his fork. “‘Pretty little peas, aren’t
they, akipper?

“"For these they amuse, though 1 like lo
are a bil more color by & woimnn's ornaments
myselr."

“Matter of taste prd matter
Pear’s are all the rage Just now. Dinmonda
are siightly commeongluce, But wemen wil!
spend their modey on something, and so the
price of peirls is up.'

“S8o much the better for ua, slr. 1t's a
pity though, that some of them scem a bit

ol

of faxhl!on

off ¢olor, lke that big gray chap for in-
stince'’
“Gray, man! Why that's a hilack pearl

atd probably worth say ten of the rest put
together*
“Well™ sald
helng a pear)
trouble erdugh for me.
“Paas the biscult, will you?" sald Cuarn.
farth, yawning, I suppose that 1tile lot In
worlh anythilog over £1.000-"" and with thal

Kettle, 1
merehant.

don’t set
Poaching

up a0
them's

he dropped back dead asleep In his chal
with a forkful of foad In nidair, Captain
Kettle finloned his meal, but he, too, man
of wire though he was, suddenly tumbled

fovward and wont to steep with hig head on
the table. It weg no new thivg for them to
do. They had dropped off like this inte un

censelovsness more than once durine that
motth of savege toil,

The next day they had a amaller crop
ready to #lean, n bare 600 worth, la fact
But they did mot lament. There would b
an enormous quantity ready for the mos
row.

That further realizatlon of thelr wealth,
However, nwever oime. burlig the nig
arother Jugger sullcd Into the lagoon ang
upeet thaie plans, She was the concort of
the lugger comminded by the Cambrlde

man, and she had take!d away 1o a anle olyie

hele first crop of peatla and ahsll. Furties
sie was maepnaed by foarteen whites, ol
armed, and all quite ready to derend wha
they corsldered thelr poachevs’ menapoly
\a@ A consequeeoce they pualled across to tie
vieelit come two hours before davbreak, and
Carnforth and Captaln Kettle found thom
sielves waked by three men who earried mar
ln repeating vifles, and were quite ready to

nse them if pressed
But the litle sallor was no casl ¥y cowed
Ry James!™ he oried, “thle fs plracy!™

ST be a fuaera),” sald the nan with
the eyeglage, “If you don’t being your hand
out from under thet pillew, and bring It
out  empey Now, don't risk It, skinper
U'm o good snap shot myself, and this s
anly O two pound teigker.'”

Captain Kettle 19 uor chuek his e away
datlesaly, He 1ot go hije rrvolver and drew
ut his haad. “Waoll,” he said, “what are
vou grimy pirates going to do next? Ry
the Ibok of you. you've come here to steal

aun Soaap and halr brushes™

) Harth,” shouted the man  with th
“gome In here and told what'e
going to liwppin. I #ay, suu fellows, tiring
Carnfarth fate the skipper's room.'

Martin Carnforth came Ihto Kettle's room
sullestly emough, with hls bhands In  his
pockets,

“Now, I'll glve you the whole ease packe !
small,” sald (he-spokesman. “A crowd of
us found this place, and diszoverid the
pearls wnd the shell. We were all badly
in want of a plle, and we took the riske and
sinrted in to get it Most of us went away
with the fiest eargo, and only two white
men were 1:ft, with a few Kanakas. Then
you came,  You are told you're wiot wasnted,
but you gently hinted at foree majeure and
were allowed to stay.  Finally the rest of
our crowd comes back, and it's force maj ure
on the other slde, and now you've got to o,
If you've the sense of oysters, you'll go
peacefully, There isn't enough for all of
ud: at any rate we don't intend to ghdre,”

“Mr., Caraforth,' sall Kettle, 1 tolq you

i Lige

we'd better have bottled that dirty mea
with the window pane eye who's boen
talking."

“Look here,” sald Carnforth hotly. “This

Is all nonsenss,
hero as you.'

“Right!" eald the pearler, “rlzht had het-
ter not enter into the questlon. We're
all a4 blooming lot of poachers If It comes
to that, You know that Mr. Martin, or
Camlorth, or whatever you choose to call
yourgell for the time belng. You ecame
here under a purser's name, your yacht is
guyed out lke a Mediterranean tunny flsher,
and I guess you loak upon the thing much
a8 you did bagging knockers and brass door-
plates in the old days at Cambridge; balf
the fun's In dodging the bobby.

“Now we're here on business, Yes, Carn-
forth, solld business, all the way. We're
all of us poor men, and we've been all of us
what we call ‘on the beach' for more vears
than we llke to count, and we want to wrig-
gle out of the curs: of poverty once and
for all."

“You're taking the wrong sort of tone,"
sald Carnforth., “I'm not ueced to being hee-
tored at like ‘his'

“I can belleve it," sald the pearler drily,
“You are a successful man.”

“And let me tell you thils. You've got
the upper hand for the present, I')l admit.

We've got as tonuch right

You may even force us to go out of the
lagoon. Hut what then? [ guces the ac-
count would not be closel, ang when a

man chooses to make me his rmemy, I al-
ways see that he gets payment in full sooner
or later."

“All cight,"" eald e man with the eye-
Blaes, “'pay away, Don’t mind ue'

“A hint at one of the Japanese ports ee o
what wis golng ca would upret your litle
game.""

“Not belog foels' =aid the pearler, coolly,
“of courge we've thought of that. We've

A hatl came down the saloon skylight out-
side from the deck above: ‘“Scoot, boys
scoot! The philktines be upon us'™

“What's that?"” ehouted the man with tha
eyeplnss,

“Well, it's one of those hlasted Jap gun
boats, If you want to know. Hurry, and we
shall Just get off. We'll leave these Tools
to pay the bill."

“Humph," eald the pearler. “Well, thila
gettles the matter another way., | must go
2nd 1 suppose vou'll try to ook it, ton, i1
ta, aklpper; you're a good sort: 1 llke you
By-hy, Caenforth: can’t recommaend the Jap
Jalla. Hope you get caught, and that'l] square
up for your glving me a bad time at Cam-
bridge."

He followed the others out on deck and o
moment later thelr whalebont was pulling
hard for where the lugeers eode lazily
ihelr anchors. Carnforth and Kettle
aftee hlm and the englaeers and the yacht's
crew, who had been held down In the fore-
castle at rifle’s muszzie, came on deck also.

1t did not require any pressing to get the
engine room staff to thelr work, The ballers
wore oold, but cever were firea it quicker
Parafine, wool, small coal, greece, snythiag
thnt would burn, was ocaxed Into the fur-
pace doors. The cold gauges bhegan to quiver
but, as every men on board well knew, no
human meats could get a workleg steam
pressuse under talf an Lour.

On deck the crew had run the boate up toa
davits, had hove stiort by hand and then
stood like men on the drop, walting thele
fete. The lugeers had mast-lheaded their
varda and were beating down the lagoon
rgalust a spankiog hreeze. Ooe after the
other they tumbled out through the pusiage
and ewnng on e outer awell; and then, with
thelr luga gove-winged, fled Hke some geared
rea fowl out over the blue sun-seorded
walers,

But, though the yacht had canves, Ketlle
Epoew thed 1t could not Heat to windward, and
#0 dare nol break his anchor out of the
grovnd till the eaginecrs had given it sieap.
There was nothing for It but to walt with
what paticace they could,

The Japancse gunboat Lad been sighted
far ezough off. and, as It was coming wp
from the further alde of the viog of reels, |
tad to cirele round them belore it could gain
the only entrance. Moreover, lis utmost
paper pace Wis elght kvots, acd it bappoued
to be foul, and so ls advance wag alow,

s RINGERE SR ——— L

went |
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Aut stil! to the watching men 1L g=omet “he
It raced up like a western occan greyhound.

The sun rose Lighep. . The stink of the rot-
thag ahell eame to them 10 polsonois whife,
Al another time It would have spoken of
wealth (n sweet abti"tance. But now they
Alaregarded 1.  Prison an) disgrace were
the only things before them, and these filled
thes mind,

Then the chlef engineer enlled up to the
bridge through the volee tube that he could
give her waough steamn for stecrage way lo
another minute,

“Foredeck, theee!" eried Kettle. “"RAreak
out that snchor! Ny hand!”  And the men
labored with the hand gear, &% as to save
the preclous steam. Thoo a thought Mashed
acro s Captaln Kettle's brato, and he quickly
Rave It to Carnforth. “1i's only a beggarly
chance, sir, but we'd beiter try It, 1 sup-
Yo

“Yeo" pald Cacnforth,

“10only we hadn't paisted out these names

we might hive deae It more snfely, As It
I, we must risk i, Off with you bolow,
glr, and get Into fome decent clethes. You'd
give Lhe whole shiow away | you ataved up
on the bridee here In those Althy rags. You
may be a yacht owner, 0t bt by Jamoes,

you look far more lke an
trimmer.’

Cacvttorth ran dowr the Inditer, and Kit-
tle gave crisp orllers (o the banda on devk.
who disappearsd aiso, and presently came
hack dressed as spricce Yachtsmen, in white
trodsers, white drill Jumpers and straw hats
Lod by that thipe the vacht woe under Wiy
and atennming slowly to the paes

The gunbost wae coming in with hee cren
at quarters, officers with awords nnd
everyihing eleared for nction. The Jupniese
flag e up to her poak

Promptly an  Eiglish  royal yvacht club
burgee brake onl ol the ponched’s maln troaek
and n British b ue ecsign ran up to her
pospitall wodd dipped thive times In salute,

Carnforth cnne ap onto the bridge. “*Now,
sir,'" eald Kettle, “you must do the talking,
I kucss It'a got to be les, and Iying's a
thing 1 can’t do.""

“What shall 1 gay?

“Bay what's peeded,” replied Kettle con
elwey, “amd den't eny It wrong. Hemember,

voyou're Iving for your Hhoerey 1t'e nock
or nothing, She's got two blg gurs tralne!
on ws, and A shot from elther weuld eend
us to Jopes before we could get in n omack
IH return.’”

out-of-wark conl

“*What ship's that?" cnme the Esll la por-
feot Baglish

UStonm yneht Vestris Loard Murtin
awner,” sald Casuforti, wiio Jalew the value
of thtles on the foreigners: 1 nm  Lord
Martin®

“What ate you Jaing In here?™

1 Witohing th 1 3."

to and expliln
“I shall do aothing of the sart. and if you
Iare 14 fire on me I will bring the Beltlsh

fleer aboutl your vara’

The Jovanew apokesmen gaspod, and col
Aulted with w'superior, fod the steamers drew
A\bteant.

Yo must heave to”

“T shall do nothing of the Kind,”

“But you are {n forbidden waters.'

“Then youw should put up o notice 1o =py
5 I shadl repert this to my admivalty in
London.'

G it, gald Kettle, sotto voce. “For
ploombng chesk give me an M. P

“But vou must stop,” sald the Japanese,
“or I shall be conmpelied 1o fre”

“You evan do as you pleosge sl Carn
forth "I shall veport veu 1o yvour com
mumder-in-chlel at Nagaenlkh I never cami
derews such Ingolenoe.  You hoaed wy nam
Laovd Martin,  You'll Beldy mare of 1t Uefore
lonw.'

Stiam wan rising i t gavees, and th
vyl owas petting into here stelde of twelye
krote. She sped out through the poesae
and rolled o the tromgh of tue glistening
swells beyond, T wew of tho war ship
stood to thelr guns, out the offlcers wore o
1 dHemima Todee pestilontial Britishers al
ways did make such g rtow It avy of thelr

vessels were Nred on, and thle apparently
Wag a ¥achi, though growesguely unkempt
and tricked our with & wek and while

funael, and mercover, she was owned by a
o the realm.
A last  despalring  haal
waters, “"Are you noble?™
“"Yes, haven't T tald yeu?
You'll know it better when
port,"’
And

cdme  over the

Lard
you're

Martin
next In

worid., The zun
out after them
was large sod hey

trat was the last
ber: turned and steamed
but her turning elrele
peed slow, By midday she was hull down
agtern; by evening her mask trucks were
under the water,

arnforth stratted the deck complucently
“Rather a gorgeous blum, ¢h, skipper?" he
sald at last,

"You're the only man on this »hip that
ecould have done 1" gald Ketile admiringly.
“It takes a parllamentary edu atlon to 1
1lke that,”

Agnln the sllepce grow between them, and
then Carnforth sald musingly, I wonder
who that Cambridge man was,"

“He scemed to hate yon preity tenderly.”

“He did that., | suppose 1 mugt have
played some practleal joke on him,  Well,
1 know 1 used to be up to all sorty of larks
In those days, sklpper., but  that's long
coough ago now, and all that soit of fool-
lshness s past.”

Captain Kettle laughed, “Have you done
with pearl-poaching, sir? Or are you golng
to have another try at It. But don't palo
out the name of your ship next time. If
that Jap had had the eves of 4 maole he'd
have seen the change, and he'd have taken
hia chances and fired. Governor L. C. Wal-
throp I8 no name for an English milord’s
yadaht."

To drive a cough from the syvatem use
Dr. Bull's Cough Syrup. W never fulls.

Captore 0 Connectiont Marderer,

COLUMBUR, O, Marveh 11L.—Ben R, Willis,
43 years of nge, allng Charles Jeroms Bharp,
wag arrested here today by Pinkerton De-
tective Koach and loeal Detsotives Humble
and O'Nelll, He la wanted by the Wilion,
Conn,, authorities for the murder of David
B. . Lumbert on the night of Decomber 17,
Willlg eame here from Chleago and stopped
an Linwood avenue, He ot Aest dended his
ldentity, but Anally confessed to Assintint
Superintendent Robertson of the Pinkertons
of Chicago that hig nome was Willls and
that he, together with Mux  Drockhous,
under arrest, shot the man, Wills is held
for the Conneetleut authoritl s

CHICAGO, March 1L-—8heriff Haxley of
Bridgeport, Conne, arrived o O adeago today
with requisition papers for the extradition
of Brockhius, who Is fn jull here,  Hé will
go to Columbug on his way back to Con-
neotleut and take Willls with him,

B
Don't annoy others by your coughing and
risk vour life by neglectlng a cold. One Min.
ute Cough Cure cures coughs, colds, cronp
grippe and @il throat and lung troohles,

Eno Leaves Muaeh (o Charvity,

HARTFRFORID, Cont,, March 1L=The will
of the lite Amos R, Eno, proprivior of the
*ifth avenue hotel, New York, hans been
filed for probate here and dissoses of an

estiate wvialued at 2000 The publie be-
quests Include $50,000 to Amberst  college;
$i.000 o the Simebury, Conn, Congrogationn
church and 50K cach to the American
Home Missionnry goclety and the Ameriean
Sundiay School unlon, Teén New Yark ohe

ties recelve §,000 ench and an eleventh $3,000.
The sum of F150,000 Is lerr o the corpora
tlon of the Chamber of Commeros of Nea

York, for ald and gssistance to such mem-
bera ns miy be reduced to poverty, and for
ald to thelr familles provided thiat a Hke
sum Iy ralged by the corporation. The rest

of they estite I8 divided among the ehildren
and grandehildren,

Try Grain-0!
Try Grain=0!

Ask you Grocer to.day to show yon
a packageof GRAIN O, the new food
drink that takea the place of coffee,
The children may drivk it witliout
injury as well a8 the adult,  All who
try it, like it. GRAIN.O has that
rich seal brown of Moclin or Juva,
bt it is made from pure graius, wnd
the most delionte stoaane’s reecives it
without distress. | tho pricecf
15 cents and 25 ceut
Sold by ull grooers,
Tastes like Coffee
Looks like Coffee

Tnsist that your grocer glves you GILAINO
Accept no imitation,

" For Family Use

Perhaps in your family you use
but little whisky, but you want that
little good —of the best. The United
States Government guarantees the

Age and Purity of every bottle of

through its Internal Revenue officers
at the distillerics, at Frankfort, Ky,

Every battle of OX Crow and Hermit.
age is tested, 1o sure the Internal Rey.
enue Stamp over the Cork and Capenle is
not broken snd that it bears the name
W. A. GAINES & CO.

Ba= 11 0s a Goversment Guarantee that
goes with this doceling.

ALL DEALERS SELL IT

Tnfamuiatjons are quiekly drawn to the surface
and gured by the absarption of the powerful and

highly efficiont modications which
Porous

y
eIlS[lIl S Plasters

eontain, They have foand theie wn‘v fnto ever
r-n:u.ni countty on Ui glolwe, nod fisve prove
thomselves inoisponsabile ©or tho quiok relief of
tlwumullum. Nebntleny o Linmbingo,
nehondhe Hourinyy o Pacumon ft
Aney Affoctionm, ote. Havo them in 1ho
dol vintreatinent
R onipn to gt s BENBON'S.
“rive 25 otnl s

vt poody fur eigere ey, ne
in dangorain,
Itefo o wo bl itotos.

Seabury & Jolinson, M't'g Chemints, New York,
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adway’s
Pills

Iirely vegotable, mill, and  relinble,
perfect il 1an [ nlete ohsotrption,

Cavure
nnd

headthy 1e ity For tne anre of all disorders
U the Stomich, Liver, Bowels, Kidpeys, Boadder
Nervous Llseases

LOSS O PANPETITIL
SICK NEADACINE,
INDIGESTION,
BILIOUSNICSS,
TORPH LIVER,

DASIPEISTA

Obderve the foll pratms po

Dirciinen of the | Lirgans: O

waed plh Full focd I the
iy the slomnch i, heurthurm, disgust of
focss  fuline welght I the stomach, sour
eruetntions, sinking or Hultering of the hesit,
2 oor enfrocating sonsutions whaen o on o Iyving

choki

dliminiorss I vidhon, dots or woebs befores

fiver ned dull phadn o the heall, defl-
PRI yellowness of the rkin

Lo vk Ik thie owide, elest v b and
' bhurning In thy Hoxh,

ar QAT

M MY LS will froe
uf all the nhove numeld di=orders,
ants  peer Lox, Sald by b druggiste

y i,
y DL, HADWAY & 0, Lotk Bux 365,
for hook of advis

Maotlhivesll Mathersiit

othing Bviup hins boen vweed
LR maothers e
oething  with (perfoc -
S Y Y T T T U T T T
winil Tiee ool s b =
Sdd by drage*
every pott of the warid e miver v
M, Winslow's & oliing Axrop't an
liitere
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