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WANTON KILLING OF VALUABLE BEASTS

Ahont 1,000 NXow Roanning Wild in
North Amerlen_The Dendly Sulll
Hunt. How the Sinnghter Wan

Cnrrled On for the Hides,

-
Willlam T, Hornaday, the superintendent
of the National Zoological park in Washing-
ton, n student and hunter of the buffalo ib
the old las interested himsell In the
quostion of preventing thelr extermination
and han whiat he could to bring 1he
mntter the attention of congress. Une
fortunately all attempts at legisiation for
the protection of this anhmal, says o corre
gpondent of the New York Times, have been
in vain, and the Is that upward of
4,000,000 were sionughtered in an ineredibly
ehort space of time—nearly 4,000,000 killed
In three years—until now there are not over
1,000 of these anlmals running wild In North

}ln"c 8,

done

10

rosult

Ameriea, Such a wanton desiruction of a
villuable  beast, purely  and distinetively
American In its character, Is unprecedented

In the history of the world.

The famillarity of the Amerieans with the
buffalo seems to have bred contempt, for
the great number of these anlmals has led

the people to think of them ak animals
which were valuable only for what thelr
slins would bring In the market. Hut

owing to the vast destruction of the herds,
and the faet that the reduced number has
increased the price of the skins and the
other products. there has come a revulsion
of popular sentiment in regard to them, and
they have become very valuable In the eves
of the genetral publie, and, it Is needless to
gay, In the eyes of those surviving among
the old hunters who can now g2et Jrge sums
of money for the robes and skeletons,
FIRST DISCOVERY.

The earllest discovery of the bison in
castern North America was  maile some
where noar Washington, in the Distriet of
Columbia, In 1612, by an BEnglish naviga-
tor named Samuel Argoll The narrative
of the explorer affords no distinet clew ang
to the precise locality of this discovery
but as It 1&g doubtful whether this mariner
woent very fur froim the hend of navigation

of the Potomac, which is at Washington, it
Is highly prabable that the blson wag found
In the District of Columblis.  From that thme
on the bilson was seen by explorers In al-
most every state in the unlon except the
country lving far to the west of the Rock-
les and along the coast of the Pacille. In
those dayvs they ranged from  Mexico in
the south, far north to the Great Slave
lake above the sixtieth degree of latitude.
Or all the quadrupedd that have lived
upon the earth, Mr. Hornaday savs that
probably no other s=pecies has ever mar-
shaled such Inpumerable hokts es  those
of the American bison. It would have been
a8 easy to count or to estimate the num-
her of leaves In the forest as to caleulate
the number of buffaloes living at any given
time during the history of the specles up to
IS8T, Even In South Central Africa, which
has always been s0 prolific In great herds
of game, It is probable that all its guad.
rupeds  taken together on an egual arca
would never have more than equaled the
total number of buffaloes In this country
forty or fifty years ago. To the African
hunter such a statement might seem iu-
eredible, but Mr. Hornaday says that It is
fully warranted by the literature of both
Lbranches of the subject. Mr, John Filson, in
1784, wrote of the Blue Licks in Kentueky:
“The amazing herds of buffalo which resort

thither by thelr size and number fill the
traveler with astonishment and terror, es-
pecially when he beholds the prodigious

ronds they have made from all quarters, as
if leading to some populous city.” In 1770,
where Nashville now stands, were immens
numbers of buffaloes and other wild game,
The country wae black with them. Daniel
Boone found vast herds of buffaloes grazing
in the valleys of east Tennessee, between
the spurs of the Cumberland mountains,
Between the Rocky mountains and the states
lying along the Mississippl river, and the
west from Minnesota to Loulsiana, the whole
country was one vast buffalo range, inhab-
ited by milliong of buffaloes.
HERDS ON THE PLAINS,

A volume could be filled with the records
of plainsmen and ploneers who penetrated
this vast reglon in the early part of the
century, and who were *astounded by the
number of buffaloes they observed. Colonel
Dodge described a herd which he saw on
the Arkansas river. According to his re-
corded obgervations, the herd extended along
the river for a digstance of twenty-five miles,
which was In reality the width of the vast
procession that was moving north and back
from the road as far ar the eye could reacl
on both sldes. At o low estimate the ground

visible from the road where Colonel Dodg
was driving, which was covered by Iln_
herd, extended for a mlle, This would

glve o strip of country two miles wide and
twenty-five long, or a totul of fifty square
milez covered with buffaloes, averaging at
Colonel Dodge's estimate ftrom  fifteen to
twonty 1o the sore. By the lesser number,

fifteen, it Is found that the number actu-
ally seen on that day by Colonel Dodgc
wis In the nelghborhoood of 450,000, If the

advancing herd had been at all polnts Afty
miles in length, as it was known to have
been In some places, by twenty-five miles
in width, and still averaging Afteen head to
the acre, it would have contained the enor
mousg number of 12,000,000 head, but, judg-
Ing from the principles which governed
their perlodical migrations, the moving
moss probably advanced In the shape of u
wedige, which would leave about 4,000,000
ng a fair estimate of the actual number of
buffaloes in the great southern herd. 1t I8
no wonder, therefore, that the men of the
west of those days, both white and rod,
thought It would be impossible to exter-
minate such a mighty multitude. The In
dians of some tribes belleved that the buf.
taloes issued from the earth coptinuelly and
that the supply wan inexbaustible; and yet
in four years that southern herd was al-
mout totally extinet, “With such a lesson
hefore our eves,” sald Mr., Hornaday, "'con-
firmed in every detail by living testimony,
who will dare to gay that there will be an
ellk, a moose, caribou, mountiin goat, moun-
tain sheep, antelope or black tuil deer left
slive in the Unlted States in s wild state
fifty years from this date, or even tweniy-
five?"
BUCKING TRAINS,

The Atchizon, Topeka & Santa Fe railroad
with, 1 1871 and 1872, in process of consirye-
tion and nowhere could the pecullarities of
the buffale be better studied than from e
tradng.  If o herd was on the north slde
of the track It would stand stupidly gazing
withont & symptom of alarm, although the
locomotive pessed within 100 yards; but if
the buffsloes were on the south side of
the track, even though at a distance of one
or two miles from it, the passage of the
train set the whole herd in the wildest
commotion, and at full speed, utierly re-
gerdless of consequences, it would muke
for the track. I the train happended notl
to be In the path of the buffalo it erossed
the track and stopped satisfied, but if the
traln was in its way ecach Individual buffulo
went at it with the desperation of despal
plunging sgaingt or between locomotive and
onrs, just as ite blind madnes chanced to
direct It, Numbers were killed, but greater
numbers still pressed on to stop and stare
a8 soon as the obstruction had been passed

After having tralng thrown off the track
twilce In one week, conductors learned to
have respect for the (diosyporasies of the
buflalo,

The buffalo of the past was an animal of
very low order of Intelligence, and his dull-
ness of Intellect Is consldered to have been
one of the most fmportaut factors in his
phenomenslly swift destruction, He wias
provokingly slow in comprebending the ex
Istence of the dangers that threatened hie
e, and would often stand guletly and see
two or three score, or even 100, of his
kindred and companions shot down before
hiv eyes, with no otheér feellng than one of
stupid wonder and curlosity Nelther the
folse nor smoke of the rifle, the fall, strug-
gling, nor finul death of his companions
conveyed to his mind the (lea of o danger
ta be fled from Like the Indinps, and
many white men alpo, the buffaloes seemed
to feel that thelr pumber was so great that
It could never sensibly be diminisbed, but

Mhb the spproach of extermination ang
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GREW WARY TOO LATH J
It had only been through the kocqaest !
ervise of thelr unknown powers of ml[ !
proserviation that those buffalom hued  sur
vived to late m day, and thevy were uw |
swift as antelope and ag warv. Thoe lnstane
a buffalo caught sight of a man, sven thongh
a mile distant, he put off at the top of hWis
speed, and gencrally made for soime wild
reglion seseral miles Away in Neving from
nn eneiny a buflalo ran sgalnst the wind
in order that hie keen soent might save
him from the danger of fobning nte new
encmies, Thisn was his owt  den mlon
and not In keepinig with the habits of Wiy
other animrl in t or other countriced, ax
far an 18 known, @ vithsianding this, how
ever, the buffalo of recent dave wae glva o
stupid reaskoner o would deliberately walk
Into w quicksand where huandreds of his
fellows wore alrendy engulfed. He would
quit feeding, run hall & mile, and then rush
headlong Inte a moving traln of cave that
happened to come between hm and ihe
muin herd. A herd of a thousand buffaloes
woulll allow an armed hunter (o gallop luto
thelr midst within arm’s length, and any of
the bulle nearest him might chsily  have

bowled bim over and trampled him to doath
In a moment
I In the earlier daye before the buffalo's

almost complete oxtermination, the jwople
had realtzed the lmmense mobney value of
the great herd as B oexisted I 1870, the

elavghter could prabably have been stopped
At that time JO000 head of bulls, voung
and old, eould have hoen Killed every yemn
for a score of yenrs without appreciably
herd Al Mr
citininte these  could  cosily

muede to vield various products
cnch, o8 follow: Role $2.50
cents; meat of hind guarters
horns, and hoofs, 20 cents; total
£, And the amount anpually added to th
wealth of the United States would have
bewn not lesy than 500,000 an all the volws
tuken for the market, say 2000000, The
government. counld have collected o tax ol
A cents each, which would have yieldod
i sum doulily sufMelent to have waintained
mounted pollee Tully  compotent

1iminishing the slze¢ of the
Hornadav's
have bLeen

worth
tongue, 26
2 bones

n force of

o er con the laws regulating the slaugh
ter. The Ameriesn people, 1t seems;, have
not yet learned to spend money for the pro
teetion of valuable game, and by the thne
they have learned it, there will be no gartie
to  protect. BEven  despite the  enormons
waste of raw material that has bein shows
In the utillzation of the buffalo product, 1

totul ensh value of all the muldvinl deriyed

from this source, i IE could only be vock
oned up, would certainly amount to nidny
milllons of dollars, perhaps $20.000,000 o1l
told, When It is considered that in elght
vears, from 1874 to 1584, a single firm, thot
uf Mes J. & A Boskowitz, of 1046 Creene
sireet, New York, pald out the enovinous
stm of 070 for robes and  hides, and
thut In 0 single year the firm of Joxeph
Ullmian, 165 Mercer street, New York, pald
out $216,450 for robes and hides, the fact
does not geem oo Inervedible,

THE STILL HUNT.

Of all the deadly methods of  buffalo
slnughter, the “still bunt” was the dead
Hest, It was destitute of nearly every el
ment of the buoyant splce of dang thiat

accompunied buffulo hunting on horseback,
and today it s considered to have been
mere butechery of the timest amwl yet most
cruel kind. About It there wus none of
the true excitement of the chuse, The chase
on horseback furnished sport of a superio:

Kind, keenly exhilerating, with an elemenm
of danger, In the excitement and esgerness
of which the horse shared with the rider.

To be succeesful in thie chase required &«
good horse, a bold rider, & frm sesl and
perfect famillarity with wespons, When-

ever the hunters digcovercd a lerd of buf-
falo, they usually got to leeward of It and
quletly rede forward in a body, or stretehed
out In a ekirmish line. Usually the animals,
with a confidence due more (o thelr great
numbers than anvthing else, would allow o
party to approsch within from 200 to 400
yards of thelr flank, and then they would
start off on a glow trot. The hunters theu
put spurs to thelr horses and dashed for-
ward., The fatal spol on a bulfulo is twelve
to eighteen Inches in eircumfercoce, and |
situated Immediately back of the foreleg, so
that o man, even if o poor shot, Keeping his
nerve, wag almost sure to bring down his
game at close range, seldom, If ever, wasting
a shot, The dangers, of COUrse, Were 1any
and on almost every round-up aceldents ov-
curred, a few of which every year were [4
tal.

But with the still hunt all was different
So long asx the chase was the order of the
day, It ordinarily réeguired the united ef-
forta of from ffteen to twenty-five hunters
to Kill 1,000 buffalo in a single season, but
a single still hunter with a long-range
breech-loader, who knew how to make o
sgneak’’ and “get a stand on a bunch,
often sneceeded In killing from 1,000 to
1.000 in a single season by his own unudided
efforts. Captaln Jack Hrigges of Kanzas
who was one of the first to begin the fnal
slaughter of the southern herd, killed by
contract 1,142 bhuffaloes In slx weeks, DBy
daylight the still hunter suallied forth on
foot, carrying In his hand his huge Sharps
riffe, welghing from elxteen to nineteen
pounds, with from seventy-flve to 100 loaded
cartridges In his two belts or bags at his
#ide. From his belt hung his vipping knlfe
his skinning knite, and a butcher's steel
upon which to sharpen them. The total
weight was  seldom legs than  thirty-six
pounds, and often more. Having selected
i position within 100 to 260 yards of his
game, although the distance was sometines
greater, the hunter got a comfor table rest
for his huge ritle, and, all the thme keeping
hig own presence thoroughly hidden from
view, estimoted the distance, carefully ad-
justed his sights, and deliberately began
buginess, If the herd was moving, the ani-
mal in the lead was the first one shot, 1f
the herd was at rest. the oldest cow, which
was usually the leader, was the firet one
killed. The nolse would startle the buffaloes
and they would stare at the little cloud
of white smoke and feel inclined to run,
but seeing thelr leader hesitate, they would
wilt for her, but she would fall to the
ground and the other members of the herd

would ko on grazing. The polioy of the
hunter waos not to fire too rapidiy, but to
attend clogely to business and shoot down

any buffalo which attempted to make off
One shot per minute wad & moderate rate
to fire, but under pressure of clre HLHNCeS
two per minute could be digchuarged with
deliberate preclsion.

BYSTEMATIC SLAUGHTER,

The period of systematio slaughter of the
bisops began in a businesslike, wholesale
way, although the specles had been nteadily
driven westward from the nelghborheod of
the Atlantie cosst for & hundred yoars by
the advancing settlements, and during all
that time had been bunted for the meat
and robes, but itg exterminetion did not be-
gin in earnest untll 1820, or thereabouts, By
that time the bigon was totully extinet in
all the reglons lylng ecast of the Mississippl
river, except In a portion of Wisconsin,
where it survived until about 1830, The
American Fur company established a post
In 1826 at the eastern base of the Rocky
Mountains, xt the head of the Arkansas
river, and in 1832 another was sel up in &
correspanding situation at the bead of the
south fork of the Platte, near where Denver
now stands. From these posts the killing
of the buffalo was directed

In 1840 the Red plver half-breeds In Min-
pnesota began making a business of buffalo
hunting, apd the other Indisus of the coun

try shortly took it up as a husiness with
which to better thelr condition’ by barter
with the white traders. The Western rall
roads had their share In the extermination
of the bufalo, for when they were bullt
many men new to the country cuame out
and slaughtered the animals for sport or
for food, Duripg the years from 18571 (o
1874 little was done In Konsas and adjs-
cent states bul bufalo killing. Every one
wae willing to kill buffalo, but few were
willlpg to do the skinning and curlng

Thousands upon thoussnds were killed for
thelr tongues alope and oever skionned;
thousands more were wounded by unskill
ful warksmen wod wandered off to die
slopne, By the close of the hunting scuson
ol 1575 the great southern herd had ceuwed

to exist; ns a2 body It had beoy practically
anniblated. In three years 3 098730 anl-
mals had been killed, and the body of the

survivors, about 10,000 head, fled southwest

- -

- eepnesetrranin)

™The
huntlng seavon which began I Octobee,
IS8 and enidedd In Februnry, 1853, ﬂill!h"
the wlaughter of the great northern hord

a fow swiall bands of stragglers,

imberls ;, only n few thousands of Individ-
dals all told, Mr. Hornaday (tuniahes the
fellew g gures of the number of Amerl
can bison vuming witd and unprotected I
I5Eh
In o oS eiies ATl 'E‘%
T
1 " issevavivin i
1ii 1) alintry, Montani,, 10
In w = v

Total mumber in the United Buives, .. &8

Eutimated number In Athabagea Norihe
wiorl  Torritory, A tatal wild bBlkons 1
Sarth o Amoerien, 3406 Adding to the above
the toindl pumber in eaptivity i differont
parts 0F the United States, abont 258, and
thiom mder government protection In the
Yellow O itk about Ui the whals
number of indiy idunls of the buffalo specien
in the Unitold Staten Nving, In 1S56 wae
1,00 inee et time the number of those
kn Ity bhes bheon somewhat reduoed,
while thowe tunning witd wre divided inte
Beveral smnil hovds In Wyoming, Montaun,
Colovado and one In Cannda
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Hope 1odge, Independent Order of
Gand Templars, was organired Friday night
| &t the home of Goorge 1o Fisher, 1616 Shor-
man avenue, with tweity charter members,
hy T L Combs, D, G, ', T. The organiza-
tion Is the result of the personal work of
Rove 150 A0 Whitwam, who hns been stireing
up the Good Tewplar #piclt conslderably
of late. The new lodge s made up of
gowd working materinl and starts off very
pronyisingly The followlng ofMloers wire
clectod] Chlef Complay, George 1., Plehér:
Part Chiel Templar, James Mulr; runnlinn
secrclany, Dollje Askwith; Il1|u1|llnl Beeto-
tary,  Marguerite Davis) treasurer, Fred AV,
Fishey:  chaplain Therizsa  Qill;  marshal,
Lawtenve  Demert The ("Imlhm of “I.
hitlanee of the oMceore was deferred until
the next wiecting which will be hold Tuca-
duy night at the home of Miss Dollie Anke
with, Y117 Grant street
Golden Rod todge, Independent Order of
l,....‘l_ Femplars, held fta fivst regular mect-
Ink in Noys' Hrigade hall, Forty-third and

Eranilin streets,

with a
we. They added meven new

Thursday night

lmes to the charter st and elected the
balanee of oftlcers ng' follows: Past Chiet
Tomplar, Frank Piekard; ehaplain, Lottle
Huodder: seutinel, Lilllan Paul. This now
loidge promises to be a “hummer” aud e
splendidly . ofMicered.  The memberg are de-

ferulned to capture the three hills, Walnut,
Orehard and Clifron.  The next meeting will
I” ilti L1 Thursday night at the Boys' Hrigade
i

In order to get another good large
pendent Order of Good Templars lodge in
Ih»' souith part of town, Rev. B. A. Whit-

vam Wil speak on Good Templary in Grace
It.u‘r:-! chnreh, Tenth and Arbor strocts,
tonfght, It ix expected to have a large crowd

Indes

of temperance people out und to get this
thivd new Good Templar lodge started off
wWith the largest charter flst.

| rulu-rmll Unlon.

Nanner Jodge No, 11, Fraternal Unlon of
Amevien, met Friday evening and voted
tpon the application of five new memboera
amd hod one initlation,  The members aro

nmu:i.s'llur grent interest in the lodge, and
are determined to make it one of the largest
in the west A resolution was passeill  ex-
tending thanks to Willlam Plumer for an
clogunt gavel presented to the lodge. The
lodge medts on the fiest and (hird Friday
evenings of the month duripg the summer,
lll-' next meetine will be hold on the evens

Ing of August 21,

Two men who have been foterested In
business for @ number of years past ih this
oty bave engaged as doputies and will push
organization work In Nebraska.

A young man who has been employed
during the past year by another order haw
been working with a force of twelve depu-
tles.  He, with hls entire force, has been
engnged hy the Fraternal lulun and hes
bLegun active work in lowa,

F. F. ooke will institute a lodge of the
Fraterpal Union st Hastings next Wedness
day, and one at Harvard next week.

('Irsl--r of the World,
Teutonia lodge No. 262, Ovder of the World,.
is artanging for a grand pienie at Hibbler's
park, Forty-fourth and Leavenworth streets,
on August 16,

Brother B, Engler, 1 well known member
of Omaha lodge No. 200, died Thursday evens
ing lust,

Follanshee, one of the old-
et members of Omaha lodge, died very
suddenly  Saturday morning. The lodges
extond  thelr sympathies 1o the bereaved
2 ilies,

The extromely warm
fow weeks has hod o moest declded effect
on the attendance at the lodges of the
arder, but they were able to conduct busis
ness and  initlate new candidates at cach
gension.

Hrother 1. K.

weather of the past

Lvilge Moom \ulwn.

Ivy Rebekah lodge No. 33, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, will give an lce cream
goclnl in Myrtle anpex hall, Pifteenth and
Douglas streets, next Toesday evening.

George Crook Woman's Hellef corps No,
88 had o dellghtful time oo John B Puray’'s
lnwn, Twenty-fourth and Seward, Friday
cvening, where they entertained  their
friends, serving fee eream and cake. Not
the least enjoyable part wuag a nr-rrcnm'o
by the Omahs Military band,

Dean Gardner was a prominent mwulwr
of the Ancient Order of United Workmen
and belonged to lodge No, 18 of Omaha. The
members will attend his funeral In a body,
a epecial meeting having been ealled today
at 1 o'clock to arrange for this,

The lodige officers have recelved telegrams
from the east stating that the body would
arrive thig morning. Telegrams of condol=
onte have been forwarded the family.

——————
INCOVERING "CIRANNOGS ™ L
What the er-lmruluului Finds In ¥Fres
Innd's Burled Villages,

Slymbering beneath many a peaceful corn-
field in Treland are buried villoges which once
gtood In the heart of the primeval forest, ei-
the waters of pome stagnant,
The liish farmer of today tums

girdled by

peaty lake.

up with hix plow the wooden piles upon
which these lake dwellings rested; they are
black with age, but you can yet trace the

mortige holes which the anclent Cell made
with his primitive fint chigel, saye the Lous
don Chronlole,

The archavologlst,
brings along his navvies,

sulMng such a find,
\slth thelr npu‘ln

and presently the burled “crapnog' s ex-
poscd to daylight, There l& a eclrele In the
stockude of plles which kept the artifical
Iglat toeether., lonside are layers of crogs
hewins, hurdle work, brush work, clay, peat
und other matters, which formed the sue-
vemalve fMoors of the dwelllng, continually
renewed, perbaps, as they slowly Illbﬁldtﬂ
into the peaty Lottom of the lake,

Today the lake and Its watlvrs are n-p-

resented by a layer of peat, in which these

Fellin Me well preserved,  together  with
sumoples of the ancient Trishman’s kolves,
chlgels and axes—stone, bronze or ron,

pecordiog to the perlod of his eivilization.
The Irish “erannog’” was a modification of
the luke dwelling of central Burope,

U'pon the tople of lake-dwelling ages-—
which are guite prebistorie  ages, belug
practically the sume as the ages of stone and
hronee—Mr. Munro, the secretary of the
Seottish Soclety of Antiguaries, Is a pro-
found authority.

The people who thus ¢lected to keep thpm-

pelyves alonf from thelr coemies were, nccords
Ing to Dr, Munro, pastora] fn:lmr im=
milgrants from the far eust of Burope Thrn

were of a high degres of civillzation, for,
though thelr weapons aud tools were but of
stono or bronge, they could use them \I-ul'l-
Altogether, o far am we can glesm any fdea’
of the life lod by these prehistoric Inhabits
ants of central Burope, (8 must have boeo
falrly  quiet and peacful one, ecomparing
viry favorably with modern peasant e,
The lake age came 10 wu end when iron found
\ts way Into the haods of man-—u revolution
b Its way, said Dy, Munro, fur surpsssing iof
its fnfuencee on buman life sny development
that either steam or electriclly has hrm.lgh'
about or In lkely Lo
i m e
Muany & doy's work s lost by sick hud.uh

caused by indigestion and stomadh t.rm.lhlol 1

DeWitt's Little Early Risers are llu

i1oto Lhe wild, desolate, uulobabited country | elvctusl plll for gyercomiog lnuh

i




