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TEN SATIONAL CONVENTIONS

Famous Gatherings of Repretentative Re-
publicans in the Past Forty Years.

STIRRING ¢ C 'NES AND VIGOROUS CONTESTS

—_—

From Fremont, the Pathfiader, in
18040, to the Minn of S1, Lonis In 18IM
—Muny Surprixes and Some
Nitter Denppolntmenis.

—_——

WASHINGTON, June 4—The republican
natlonal convention to be held in 8t. Lonis
on June 17 will be the sleventh in the hise
tory of the party. These gatherings
gurnished ravin of the ten presdents elected
ginte 18566, ‘The republican natlonal conven-
tion of 1806, which nominated John @ Fre-
mont aver Lhe venerable John Mclean, served

malnly to coear the way for the work which |

the reptiblican party had In hand, During
e ensning fonr years the party galned in
numboers and diselpline, while the oardinil
alm of the leaderd of the purty tovk clearer
form and became an expllelt demand that
the extonsion of slavery shonld be arrested,
and that In the formation and admission of
new states the prineiple of freedom should
govorn, It was this that animated the na-
tional convention which assembled at Chi-
capgn on May 16, 1860, The convention was
setd in a targe structure known as the Wig-
wam, which had besn bullt for the purpuse
and had a seating capacity of 10,000, When
the time for the opening of the convention
came, every scat In ths Wigwam was taken,
while thousands outside were vilnly seeking
admisalon,
SEWARD WAS CONFIDENT.
the econvention opened Willlam H.
was regarded ax the Inevitable
namineo, and his services seemodl to give
him first clalm upon the honor. He had
been governor of the groat state of New
York before he was 40, and for yeara the
elequent londer of the party In the United
States senuate, His honesty and remark-
able abllities had never been questioned
even hy his bitterest political encmies, The
other leading ocandidate belors the conven-
tion was Abraham Lincaln of Illinols. Lin-
coln's past political services compared In
no  way with thoge of Seward. He had
been three times a member of the Ilinols
boglslature and had served a single term
In congroess, Those were the only public
pfficas ho had ever held, but by a series of
Joint debates with Stephen AM Douglas,
during the preceding year, conducted on
Lincoln's part with consummate skill and
political sagacity, he had galned a com-
manding position In his own scotlon, while
thoe great speech which he delivered at
Cooper Unlon In the winter of 1859 had
shown the republicans of “he east that
another great man haa arisen in the west,
A few dayg before the national convention
the Illinois republicans met In #tate con-

Until
Boward

vention and desigoated Lincoln as their
anﬂhlnle for the presidency. Thia was
thé firat formal anopuncement of the oh-

ject for which Lincoln and his friends had

JOHN C, FREMONT,

been sllently working for more than a year.

In after years Thurlow Weed, one of the
most dastute  politiclang  this country has
ever known and who had charge of Sew-

ard's canvase, said: *When I learned what
the Hlinois republicana had done 1 realized
that our candldate was for the first time
serloualy menaced.” It Is more than prob-
&ble that had Lincoln's candidacy been an-
nouneed six months before, his nomina-
tion would have been rendered impossible,
In the morning hours preceding the open-
ing of the convention, Sewnrd’s partisans
paraded the streets with bands of musie and
did sll In thelr power to [ncrease the pre-
valling enthustasm for  thelr candidate.
Thurlow Weed, as before stated, was
Sewnrd's manager, and te had capable as-
mistants from all parts of the east, while
Lincoln's Intercsts were looked after by
David IDavis, Norman B. Judd, Leonard
Swett, Burton C. Cook, and others, It
was, In very truth, a struggle of glants,
The convention was cal'ed to order a little
ufter noon on Wednesday, May 16, by Ed-
win 2. Morgan of New York, chaiman of the
republican natlonal committee, David Wil-
mot of Pennsylvanla, suthor of the famous
proviso, was made temporary  preslding
officer.  Consplenous amang the delegates
were John A, Andrew and George 8. Hout-
woll of Muswachusetis; Willlam M. BEvarls,
Preston Kiog and George Willlam Curtis of
New York; Thaddeus Stevens and A. K. Mo-
Clure of Penosylvanla; Tom Corwin and
Joshua K. Glddings of Ohio; Horace Greeley,
who, denled a place In the New York dole-
gation, had secured a proxy from Oregon, and
many another man afterward {lustrious in
the annals of the republican party,
ASHMUN IN THE CHAIR,

Following the speech of the temporary
presiding ofMicer, an adjournment was taken
and when tho conventlon reassembled, o
permanent organization was effected, with
George Ashmun of Muesachusetls as per-
manont chalrman, Ashmun's selection being
rogarded as a fitting recognition of the old
Webster whigs, a majority of whom had just
jolned the new party, The followlng day a
platform was adopted and a motlon made to
procesd with balloting for nominstions, but
an  adjournment was secured before this
motion could prevall, This was the croclal
moment in Seward's fortunes. Had the
moton been adopted and balloting begun, the
New York senator would doubtiess have boen
nominated. As It was, the delay worked
irreparable harm to Seward's cause and at
the ame time advanced the interests of Lin-
coln. At this polnt the labors of two men
were most important In clearing the way for
Seward's defeat and Lincoln's nominetion,
These men were Andrew G, Curtin, the re-
publican candidats for governor of Pennsyl-
vania, and Henry 8. Lane, who had been
nominated for governor by the republicans
of Indians, Both Peonsylvania and Indans
were st that time Oclober slates and defeat
in either in Octobeér would presage defeat In
the national election of the following month,
With this contingency in mind, both Curtin
and Lane were mr‘:uu ln! lmpressing upon
that i

the delegutes Seward wan
nominatisd, neither of them could be
elected. On the eveulng of the second day.

the Indlana and Pennsylvania delegates mst
in contersnce, and after a long debate, de-
clded to swing Into MHne for Lincoln at the
proper time on the following day. This
declaion, so favorable to Lincoln, was se-
curad by promises on the part of Davis and
the other Lincoln managers, that if Lincoln
was nominated and elected, Simon Cameron
of Pennsylvania, and a prominent Indiaua
republican, ahould have places in the cabinet.

Whea the conventlon met agaln on Friday
morniug, May 18, the Seward men wore
snxiovs and Lincoln's adbereats enthusiastic
and hopeful.  Heward was placed In noming-
tion by Willlam M. Evarts in one of his
nobleat efforte; Norman B. Judd, in o stirring
specimen  of prairie eloguence nominated
Lipcoln, and the names of the other candi-
dates were then prescuted in quick success
slon, On the first batlot Seward recelved
173% votes, and Lincoln 102; on the gaoand
ballot Seward rocelved 1844 and Liucoln
26l. When the third ballot began the result
wae apparent to all. As It proceeded, those
keeplng score, saw that Linceln's uomine-
Mos was certain, and when Carter of nbhio,
arcse and anoounced a change of four voles

bave |

| o
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to the man from Hinols, the audience broke
out In prolonged cheetn And & scens beg-
Earing description followed, After gquist was
In & measure restored,
arose, and with pallid face and In & voles
broken by emotion, moved on behall of
HSoward's followers to make the nomination
of Lintoln uranimods This actlon waa
woconided by Jehm AL Andrew. of
chosetts, Carl Schore of Mis=mrl and Austin
Biair of Michigan, and was adopted withouot
A diwenting vote. Then with a specch by
0. H, Browning of 1linols, thanking the
delegates for the honor they had conferred
upon the siate'n favorite san, the greatest
convention In the history ol the republioan
party came s an end,
the detajle of the memnrable eampaigh which
followed, and the series of groat events by
which Lineoln proved the wisdom of the con.
vetition which made bim the leader of his
party.

Nearly nll of the men who played a jead
ing part in the convention of 1860 are dead
Weed, Davis, Swett, Morgan, Wilmot, Stev-
one, Curtls, Andrew, Corwin, Glddings and
long since Joined  the majority.
Andrew G, Cartln and Austin Blair died but
yesterday., Among those who still remain
are Willlam M. Evarta, Colonel A. K. Me-
Clure and Judge Cartor
of the convention, If they could be collested,

would form a symposium of great and
absurbing Interest,

LINCOLN RENOMINATED.
The third conventlon of the republican

party was held In Baltimore on the Sth of
June, 1864, It was so well known what It

would do that the convention caused no
great pupular Interest There were 00
delegates, and all of them eeemed to be
far more eoncerned over the  pounding
which Grant was giving the encmy In Vir-
glala than over the action of the conventlon.
The delegates underatood that they had
slmply mot to ratify the will of the party.
They male a union Breckinrldge, a Ken-
tucky clergyman of that name, temporary
chatrman, atd ex-Governor Dennison of Ohio
was chosen permanent chairman, Parson
Brownlow spoke, and Henry J. Haymond re-
ported the platform, which was simply uan
affirmation of the platform of 1840, and pledg-
Ing the support of the nation to Lincoln un-
til resistance to the federal government was
overcome.

Upon the first ballot, and the only one,
oviry vote excepting those from Missouri,
was oast for Lincoln, the Milssouri delegates,
acting under instructions, voting for General
Grant. The only business Lo cuyime
any excitement wnas cover the nomina-
tion for vice president. For reasons which
seemed good to him, Mr. Lincoln desired that
another than Vies Presldent Hamlin should
be nominated and had suggosted the name
of Andrew Johnson. Colonel MeClure bas
recently revealed at seme length the reanson
why this change was deemed advisable, and
has put it beyond cavil that Johnson was
wominated mainly at the suggestion of Lin-
coln. There were, however, other candl-
dates for the viee presidential nomination—
Mr. Hamlin, Andrew Johnson and Daniel 8.
Dickinsan. On the first ballot the vote
stood: IMor Johnson, 200; for Dickinson, 113;
for Haml'n, 143; with twenty-six for Een
Butlor, who had been suggested to Lincoln
a8 an avallable candidate. Dickinson might
iave been nominated had his own state sup-
ported him; but he only secured twenty-elght
of New York's sixty-six votes, Johnson get-
ting all the others, but slx, which wmn.bliu
able

Hamlin, Dickinson was a brilllant,
man, with n somewhat erratic political
carcor, and those who knew him best in

New York have always rejoiced, in view of
the fact that the viee president became after-
ward president, that even Johnson  was
chosen to that ofes (nstead of Dickinson.

GRANT WINS AGAIN.

The conventlon of 1872 was a more or lega
porfunctory  aflalr, The renomination of
Grant was & foregone conclusion and met
with no opposition, The eonly excitement in
the conventlon, aside from the enthusinsm
which Grant's nume arouscd. was the con.
teat for the vice presidentinl nomination,
Mr., Colfax, doring his term in office, had
allenated many republlcans and had made
himealf most unpopular with the corps of
newspaper correspondents  In  Washington.
For the first and only time, probably, in po-
Htlesl history the correspondents banded
themselves together for political work. They
found many willlng ears among the members
of the convention, and us thelr candidate,
Henry Wilson, was a man of much perapnal
popularity and great political Influgnce they
had no difMculty in securing his nomination,
Only one ballot was taken, Mr. Wilson re-
celving 8341 votes, Mr. Colfax 321,

In 1876 the moat consplcuous candidate for
the republican nomination wae James G.
Blalne. Many able men wers members of the
convention which met in Cincinnatl on June
14. The platform was reported before * the
nominations were made, It represented no

Willlam M. Evarta

Manma-
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THE WIGWAM AT CHICAGO WHERE LINCOLN WAES NOMINATED,
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would, after a fow ballots, attract delegates

from other eandidates
HAYES OR HARTRANFT.

The lodiana delegation, led by OCeneral
Tyuer, made propositions to the Ohlo dele-
gation, and there was also much consuita-
tion with some of the Pentsylvanians, who
for personal reasnnm wers opposed o
Birine. It wam found that there conld not
be a combination on Morton and that |t
would B¢ Impossible to bring sny consld
erable support to Conkilng or  Hrisiow.
That left only Qaoavernor Hayea or GQovernor
Hartranft, and it wan seen that the Penn-
sylvatia delegatien was not, ax a whole
sincere In Ita suppoft of Hartranf. Hayes
had the advantage of having entallsl no
personal eonemies, and he had the pros.
tige of having defeated Allen G
In a desperate battle for the governorship
of Ohlo. So In the night the combingtion
wan perfected looking to the ultimate nam-
fnation of Hayes as the only man upan
whom the opposition to Blaine could unite
On the following motning the convention
prooreded to ballot, and on the first ballot
Mr. Blaine recelved 285 voles; Morton, 124;
Bristow, 113; Conkling, 88; Hayes, 61 Hart-
ranft, 68; and Jewell, 11, Blaine’'s plurality
was w0 great that his friends helleved the
victory had been practically won Pérhaps
It might have been Wad It hat bben for the
fact that Mr. Blaine was Il at his home in
Washington, wonable to ecounsel with his
friends, on account of a sunstroke which
threatoned his Ife snd which had smitten
him down na he was eptering the church
the previotus Sunday The second ballot
showed ellght galnes for Blalne and Hayos,

and losses for the rest, ©On the fifth ballot
Michigan set the cue, ralsing Hayes' vote
to 104, and oh the meventh ballot New York
state retired for consultation and agreed to
support Hayes, while Pennsvivania split ite
vole, giving part to Hayes and part to
Blalne, and when the result was an-
nounced Haves had 384, Blaine 351, and
Bristow 21. The nomination waa a great
surprise, and the bitterest disanpolntment
to the enthusiastie friends of Blaine, who
unquestionably numbered a majority in the
republican party. The nominstion of vice
precident went to William A. Wheeler of
New York.

The ropubliean natlonal  convention of
1880 was more dramatie In s conduet and

outcome than all the other grent gather-
Ings of the party, Though unknown at the
time, it has now become a malter of his-

tory that Conkling, Cameron and Logan,
with others of leaser fame and influence,
had formed a combination whie Grant was
on his tour around the world to bring him
forward as a candidate before the conven-
tion of 1880,

Thin combination involved the securing of
the aolid delegation from the three powerful
states of New York, Pennsylvania and Illi-
nois, The purpose was avowed in the fall
of 1879, and In the early winter of 1880 con-
ventlons ware held in New York and Pennsyl-
vanla, where the party organization was
strong enough to commit the delegates then
elected to the support of General Grant and
binding them together by the unit rule.

JUDGE ROBERTSON'S BOLT.

However, early In March of that year Judge
Willlam H. Robertson of New York an-
nounced that although he had been Instructed
by the New York conventlon to wvole for
Grant, he was going to disobey such Instrue-
tions, because he had also been instructed by
hi» home districe to vote for Diaine and he
was eleated by the distriet, and not by the
convention. He published a letter In which
he announced this purpose, and gave the
pume of some fifteen others who had agresd
to stand with him in this regard. On the
publication of this letter, under the leader-
ship of James MeManea of Philadelphin, o
portion of the Pennsylvania delegates also
broke away, and refused to be bound by the
instructions committing them to Grant.
this not been done Grunt would have been
nominated at Chicago, Hlineis elected all its
delegates in stato convention and committed
them to Grant.

The national eonventlon met at Chicago
on June 2. Conkling, who had charge of
the Grant canvass, sanguine of carrying the
convention, but fearing a “'bolt" afterward,
introduced a disiplinary resolution, which
was passod by a vote of 719 to 3, deeclaring
It the senge of the conventlon that every
membor of It wina bound in honor to sup-
port its somines, whoever thit nominee
might be, and that no man should hold his
seat who was not ready to 8o agree. An
offort wes made to ecxpel the three recal-
citrants, but It proved abortive. The rule
requiring state delegations to vote each ap
a unit, which had Dbeen omsalled at the
Cincinnatl convention of 1576, was  now
definltely abandoned, This gift of a wvolee
to minorities in state delegations lopped
off ninety votes from Grant, which was a
great victory for hils oppounents. It wis In
effect another blow against the Grant cause,
when Mr., Flanagan of Texas uttersd the
memorable query: *“What are we here for

Thurman |
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6 him "Senator, they have ofterod me Lhis

nomination. T Is & Yéry honorable office

and It may ba the chascs of my life-time (o

galn such distinguished honors. 1 think |
will aecept 0" y
Faly

MIGHT HAVE BEEN RENAMED,
“Presldent Arthur cogll have bheen renom)-
pated in 13867 salld  Sematsr Willam B,

| Chandler to the wiRWE “had ha pormitted

s frlends to use theperdinary means At the
command of a presidong to bring soch n reanlt
Spaator Chindler might have added
that the bent of the *ulilican party wase o
firmly set for the semibution of Blaths, and

nhaut,*

the oppusing clemenls, were so wonk that
| aine’s nomination Wak praciioally a fore-
gone concluslon bn 188417 The eonvention met
In Chicagn on Junpidig Moo=t of the Arthor

dajepntes, hofore the procesdings bogan, cot

sldered thelr candidate beaten, wveol the con
vention's Nest act NedMened them n Httie
Riepten B Bikins, mataging for Biaine, had
wirked up a Diaine- n combination, infn

anced by which the natlonal ccmmities was
isdueed ta  recsmmend ta the convonilon
Blaine's triend, Powell Clayton of Arkandas
This Henry Cabot
Lofige oppeacd by nominatihg John R. Lyneh,
A ctolored sepator from Mhesissippl; Georas
Willlam COurtis and Theodora locseveltl soo
onding the nomination In telling specclies
On the roll eall Lynch was found (o have de
feated Clayton by a number of votes, The
Blalneites recelved another slight enob, A
resolntion NHka that which Cenkling Invenhted
in 1580 wans ‘ntroduoced at thelr Instance,
that every delegate taking part In the con-
ventlon wao “'bound In hotier to suppore the
nomines,' Againet thls George Willlam Cur-
tis protested, saying, “A republican and a
frea man 1 came to this convention, and by
the grace of God a republican and & frog man
I will go." The resolution was withdrawn.,

However, Blalne's star was clearly (n the
To defeat his nomination all his
opponents needed to unite upon Arthiur. The
Arthur men pleadsd with Curtis, Lodge and
Roossevelt, who 10 thelr best agalnst Blainy,
to turn from Edmunds to Arthur. “Cling-
Ing to Bdmunds you will sursly nominate
Dialne they said, But hetween Blaine and
Arthur the Rdmunds men esaw  little to
They trisd to bring out Robert T,
Liteoin, but all in valn, At each ballot
Birine galneld, while Arthur leet

Hawley galned two votes on the fourth
ballst, Lincoln Jumped from four to elgh!
s the third, but sank to two on the fourth

There waa “noted a curious tendency In the

kapses of some of the Edmunds men, par-
tieularty thesa from Masmochusetts, to knock
amlibly  whepever  the name af
Blalne was mentioned in their hearing.' and
they, little by little, deserterd thelr favorit:
Under the manigement of Powell Clayton,
Arkansas started a bolt of southern dele-
gates away from Arthur Awmired that he
himself conld net win, Logan turneld over
ts Blaino his Nlinois delegation.  Upon the
tourth  ballot  “the Plumed Knight” wan
neminated,
BLACK JACK 19 THE IFORE.

Aa soon ap General Arthur was notifled of
the rosult he telegraphed his congratulations
ta Mr. Bln'ne, but lhies had recelved n mortal
wound, for he hal sel his heart upon an
indorzement of an adminlairation entered
upon under extraordinary difficulties, and co
eonducted as to command the admiration of
the country. He retired from offica broken
in health, to din within a year. General
Losan, with a good deal of reluctance snd
after considerable telegraphing, was induced
to ecnsent to reesive the nomination for viee
presldent, and it was glven to bim without
ssriona contost,

Mr. Baine might renominated

have been

DAYID DAVIS.

in 1888, had not 111 health forced him at the
last moment to forbid the use of his name
in the national eenvention which met at Chi
cago on Jupe 19, With Birine out of the
way John Sherman developed the greatest
ptrength, and Judge Grosham was noxt
Chauncey M, Depew, General Alger, General
Howley agrin, General Harrlson and Senator
Alllson, wero also named as candidates, and
on the first ballor Sherman reeelved 229
votes, Oresham 114, Depew 99, Alger B4,
Harrison 79, Allisen 72, Blalne &3, and Haw-
loy, o® twice before, 12, The bailoting wan
protractel s that an adjournment Lad to
bo taken over Sunday, and for a time
the convention ssemed all sea. Sher-
had plainly exhausted hia sirength
the first ballot, snd there were

influences, espeatnlly among
frionde, operating against him,
whose parscnal  popularity  was
mide manifest, was nevertheless arired
that if he were the candidate the re-
publleans wonld lose the granger slales
on account of his railroad associations, and
for that reason, although a strong  effort
combine upon  Alllson,

nt

pawerful
Rlalne's
Depew,

Mr.

was made to
pDepew's friends  said  that  they  néver
could consent to that At a meeting of

the New York delegation on Sunday, Mr,
Depew declared  that he must withdraw,
for he regarded it folly longer to present
kis name, and he then told the delegates

A GROUP OF GREAT REPUBLICAN LEADERS.

GARFIELD,

LINCOLN,

INGERSOLL, © BLAINE,

new [ssues, but pledged the party to the maln-

tenanee of the constitutional amendments and
to steady progress toward the resumption of
specle payments, It was adopted without
dissent, and then Richard Thompson pre-
soutod the name of Oliver P, Morton, and
Judge Harlan that of Beajamin H. Bristow,
peconded by George Willlam Curtls, Stewart
L. Woodtord, In a brilllant speech, nomipated
Roseoe Conkling and Governor Noyes placed
Rutherford B. Hayes In nomination without
& ripple of enthuslusm, When the stale of
Malne was called "'Bob" lugersoll went to
the platform. The delogates knew that he
wia Lo place Blaine In powlnation, but they
did not kpnow Ingersoll,  Fifteen  min-
utes  after he mounted the platform
he found himself famous, for the deleguies,
with amazement and dellght, asked: “Who
is this man who has made this wonderful

spesch®’ It was In this speech thay Blaine
was fret  called the “White Plumed
Knight.” Had the balloting followed those

pominating speeches there is no gquestion
but Mr. Blaine would bave been nowml-
pated. But an adjournment was taken snd
during the nlght combinations were made
againat him, It was seen that he bhad a

urality of the delegation, and that unless
unios could effected upon some oune bhe

bolng nominnted.
that the New York split must defeat Blaine

eraled.

York de egation.

if It lsn't the officos™ The first ballot showed
Grant in
gecond, and John SB%erman and Willlam Win-
dom bringing up the rear; and tbey malo-

the lead, with Bilalne a close

talned this relative pesition through thirty-
five consecutive ballots.

The thirty-fourth ballot called attention to
James A, Garfield, who received seventesn
votea, fifteen mote than any preceding ballot
had given him. He had been somewhat
prominent s the conventiop, having charge
of Bherman's cause, and being, In some sense,
the leader of all the forces opposed to Grant,
but scarcely any one had droamed of lils
It havivg now become plain

and Grant allke, the bulk of the Blalne and
Sherman delegates, under Instructions from
their chiefs &t Washington, went over to
Garfield. Conkling's old guard of 304 dele-
gates remalning steadfast to the las ren-
dered bim too confident, and he was outgen-
The stampede gave Garfield 399
votus, twenty-one more than were needod to
nominate him, and his nomination was then
maide wpanimous. In the evenlng sesslon
Goneral Arthur way nominated for vice pros
Ident, he baving been pamed by the New
It was & nomiustion 1o
which Conkling was opposed, but Arthur sald

the
it possible,
‘As a result of Depew's advies and of the

New York
sapport
directiony were speedily made, and on the
elghth balot the
Sherman,
Harrison, G#d;

president,
Willlem Waltor Phelps, 108 for Bradley and
il for Bruce.

venllon of 1833, which re
inntion of General Harrison with Whitelaw
Reld as his runulog wmate, s familiar o sl

nEkk

that in his opinlod’ Where was but ooe
available eandidate befpre the conventlon,
end that was Gegeral Harrison, Mean-
while Stephen B, Wikins, &till represent-
ing Blaine o s mwasure, bad  paid Gen-
oral Harrison a wialk, and thea reoturned
to Chicago and #pent several hours in

consultation with fhe Jeaders of the New

York delegation. bt was understood o be
policy of the Blaipe men to prevent,
the npopiThatlon of Sherman,

consultation between Elking and the other
leadors, New York agreed to
Harrison, combinations In other

vote btood s follows:
118; Gresham, 689; Alger, 97: and
or three more than Blalne

recelved when he was nominated. Har-
Flon was Unsolmously declared the  re-
publican candidate and Levi P, Morton

wan pominsted on the frst ballot for vice

recelving 591 votes to 118 for

The stary of the republican nutionsl con-
v in the repom-
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MATORM'KISLEY IN NEBRASKA

Ovations Tenderad Ohio's {«n on His Visits
to Nebraska,

THOUSANDS CROWDED TO HEAR HIM

Nexi President Has Made Two Trips
to This Stute, Eaneh Time Deing
Accorded n Magnifieent
Ieception,

Omaha has been twlee favored with the
presence of the man whose nomination and
clsetion to the presidency seem to be an as-
sured fact., Although these two visita of
Willlam McKinley were so recent as to be
remembered by the greater number of
Omahans It may be Interesting at this time
for all to glance backward a few years and
read again of the hearty maoner in which
he was recelved by the people of thia state,
whose admiration for the great champlon of
protection has mnever been questioned,

The first of these two visits was In August,
1862, It was cn Friday evening, August 5,
just nfter the republican state convention at
Lingoln had nominated Lorenze Crounse for
governor, It was Major MeKinley who
tonched off the opening gun of that great
campalgn fn Omaba. He pleaded ecarnestly
for the support of Benjamin Harrigon, then
candidate for president; of Crounse, and of
protection.

McKinley's name was already the com-
mon word among the shops and
tha homes fo tho country. That
he was highly esteemed among Nebraskapa
four years ago ls evidenced by the fact that
upward of 20000 people gathered on the
High school grounds that falr moonllt even-
ing to greet the distipgulshed Ohloan. It
was such an audlence as had pever belore
been seen In Omahs. The peopie lined the
pldewalks and from each =lde of the grounds
a continual stream of pushing, jostling bu-
manlty was elbowing its way toward the
bullding. Long before dark the grounds
seemed nearly full and yet hundreds more
wers wedging thelr way Into the human
mane. At 8 o'clock the eotire south slope
was an eddylng sen of faces, A large plat-
form had been erected at the southeast cor-
ner of the High school and from Lhere the
great tarift advocate deliverad an address
that held the attention of the vast concourse
of people gathered about him, A report says
“the procoedings were uniolerrupled, eave
by the rumble of the cable tralns and the
applause that rose and fell under the apell
of the speaker's maguetic utterances.'

FIRST INTRODUCTION TO OMAHA.

Governor MoeKiniey was accompanied on
this occasion by Charles J. Green, George P,
yomia, Edward Hosewater, W, J. Connell,
Q. . Scout, Andrew Rosewater, Thomas
Swobe, Ralph Breckinridge and other prom-
jnent citizens, He was ltroduced by the
first named republican, who sald: “Fellow
citlzons, 1 bave the honor of Introduclng to
vou Ohio's distingulshed stateaman and gov-
ernor, Willlam MeKipley.™

The speaker was enthusiastically greeted,
but the moment he began to speak sllence
was preserved, and exceptiug  when the
jogical polnte of his address elicitsd the
audib @ approbation of the audience, the
speaker wia beard with the most earnest
attontion. The address was & concise and
effective presentation of the differonces be-
twean the two great political parties on this
Impurtant questien. He relled on a plain
statoment of Indipputable facts and the logic
of his arguments wus Irrasistible.

Alter the speech, Major McKinley was
driven fiom the High school grounds smidst
the plawdits of ppople who lined the streats
to The Bee bullding, where s wade an in-
formal! call upon the editur of The Bee, Mr,

Rogewater, In the editorial rcoms.
there he was driven to his special
which left for the east in the morning,

On Tuesday of the same week Governor
MeKinley was glven & memorable recoption
ut Beatriee. The places of business through-
out the town were closed in honor of the
vialtor, and flags and bunting of national
colors wera displayed as on a regularly ap-
polnted hollday. In the lengthy processicn
which esrorted Governor MeKinley about the
town were republican clubs from all quar-
tera of Nebraska, and even from Iowa, Kan-
#as and Mlasourl. The address of the tarifl
champlon was deliverad before a crowd esti-
mited to contiin 12,000 prople,

AL Lincoln, on the following day, Major
MeKinley appeared before a notable gather-
Ing of republicans. The state conventlon,
which later nominated Lorenmo Crounss for
governor, was then In gession. Thousands of
republicans from all parts of tho state were
in Lincoln, and a royal reception wWas ac-
corded the Buckeye statesman. Even the
fight between the Crownse and the Majors
[uctions was wtopped long enough for mem-
bers of both sides to hear the address on
protection.

In the afternpon he held an informal re-
neption at Burlnigton beach. In the evening
there was o grand sireet parade through the
principal strects of the caplital city. His ad-
dress, from the north entrance of the cap-
itol, was listened to by more than 15,000
people,

During tho conrse of his remarks some one
shouted, “What about silver?

Governor McKinley Instantly replied, “I'll
tell you, my friend, what I think about sil-
ver and It's what the republican party
thinks about It. I belleve, and the repub-
liean pariy thinks, that avery dollar, be It
guld, sllver or paper, should be the equul
of the other. The farmer and tho laborer
more than evervbody else want an honest
doller, When the farmer sells o bushel of
wheat he must use a full bushsl and when
ho gets his pay be demands a full dollar,
worth 100 cents."*

RETURNED TWO YEARS LATEI.

Major McKinley next vislted Omaha In
October, 1594, Hig visit hers was the con-
cluslon of a tribmphal march eastward
across the state of Nebraska. In all the
citles where he had speken he had been ac-
corded enthusiastio receptions and at even
those towns where his traln had stopped for
but & few moments bis few words from the
car platform had been taken up and cheered
to the echo,

Healrjce put on gala attlre on the morn-
Ing of October 4, and at noon all Lusiness
wis suspended to allow the cltizens to pay
tribute to the author of the great tariff bill.
Ho arrived on a speclal train over the Rock
laland road, and spoke for ten minules
from a platform that had been erected &t
the east end of the depol. An Immense
crowd listened to the speach, An soon as
it was finished the governor left for Lin-
coln on a mpecial train over the Burlingion
road, His specis]l was closely followed by
another well filled with republicans whe
were not satisfied with & ten-minute speech
from the great protectionlst. The run from
Beatrice to Lincoln was a notable one, large
crowds having gathersd at all the statlons
to cheer the distingulshed visitor as he
pasised by,

Both special traloe arrived in Lincoln about
2:80 o'clock that afterpoun, It (& sald that
no politiclap ever recelved such an ovation
In Nebraska's capital city as that which
was accorded McKioley that afternoon,
While he wes the capital’s guest all lines of
business were suspendel and ocltizens and
thousands of visltors turped out enmssse
1o welcome the guest from Ohlo. When he
arpivad he passed through a receplion comn-
mittes of 10 men, drawn up In two llpnos
on the depot platform, to his carriage. Fol-
lowing the latter, which was drawn by four
plumud borses, there was & parsde three
miles In length.

Governor McKinley wpoke from a platform
which had besn erected in front of the Lin-
c¢alp botel. The entire postofMoe Equart was
80 densely packed with Mstenors that it was
waid at the time that a toothplek could oed
have besn wedged in belween any of them.

Governer Crounse lptroduced the lHop of
the oocaslon and the short addrewss un the
fundamental principles of the republlcan
party that followed was lsteped to with
rapt attention. lmmediately after this apsach
McKinley was escorted o the Commercial

train,

From f club, where he was bangueted in elaborats

style by n number of prominent Lincolnlans,
FOLOWED TO OMALIA,

Over 600 enthusgiastic republicans came up
to Omaha from the Capital Cly in order to
hear the doctrines of their party expounded
at greater length, The party arclved in this
eity shortly after 7 o'clock that evening.
Several hundred Omahans and a bress band
were at the su-called uplon denot to wals
comeo Govervor MeKinley, The first man to
shinke the hand of the man from Canton was
John M. Thurston.

A recéption was to have bLeen glven ta
MoKinley at the Millard hotel, but he
stopped there only long enough to exchanga
a few words with General Manderson, Gen-
eral Cow!n., Edward Hosewater and a fow
other friends,

In conversation with a Bes renorter at
that time he sald that he had addressed over
126,000 persons during the few days Imme-
dlately preceding his visit to Omnhe. He re-
forred to the outpouring of the people which
had attended his western trip as something
unparalleled In his experienee,

The Iargest audience that ever assembled
undér one roof In Omaha crowded the Coli-
seum thai night to hear the man who was
thon locked upon as the natlon's next presl-
dent, It was estimated that fully 12,000
facos looked upward at the great tarll cham-
plon when he arose to speak. The great audi-
ence was by no means composed wholly of
Omaha people, for the afternoon and evep-
Ing tralns coming Into the elty from all dirse-
tlons woers crowded with republicans, who
eagorly welzed the opportunity of hearing
MeKinley speak on the tarlft question,

All siree’s leading to the Colltoum weps
black with people that October evening,
The street cars were Inadequate to the tusk
Imposed upon them and hundreds were com-
pelled to walk, Long before 8 o'clock there
was not & vacant seat In the bullding. The

forder lhat was -maintained was spoken of

at thoe time as something remarkable for so
large an assemblage. A striking feature of
the guthering was the unusually large pro-
portion of women, Thoy net only filled the
1,200 spats roserved for them, but were scat-
tered all over the auditorium,

It was just 8 o'cleok when the Ohloan en-
tered the hall and passed down the alsle,
Then the cheesrs broke out in carnsst and
the tumultuous ovation continued until after
the major was seated on the platform.
After the applause mnd the cheering had
somewhat subsided, Johin M. Thurston arose
and Introduced the guesy and speaker of the

evening. The Introduction concluded as
follows: “‘He (McKinley) s now fighting te
save the life of American Industry, as has

then fought to save the life of the American
commonwealth, ‘The author of the Wilson
bill ls belng bangueted In England, but Wil-
llam MeKinley holds his levees and receives
his ovations from the people of the United
Btates. 1 hava the honor Lo present to
this magnificent boady of my fellow citizons
the next president of the United Btates.'

An Governor MeKinley came forward at
the conclusion of Senator Thurston's final
sentence the mighty audlence arose with
him, and for two miputes the cheors of the
orowd rang through the bullding. Men stood
on chalrs and shouted, hats were thrown In
the alr, women  waved  thelr hand-
kerchiefs, It wag  Omaba's  welcome
1o the country's next president. When
qulet had In & manner been ro-
stored, Major MeKiuley ccomumenced hin ad-
dress. Al Orat he spoke In ‘& low volee and
the wvast number of psople In the distant
parts of the Collseum were unable to hear
him, but in & few minutes the speaker
warmed to his subjecy and his volee easily
penetrated to the most distant parts of the
bullding.

Major MeKinley spoke a little more than
an hour, Save for a brief reference to the
pansion question, he confined himself =trictly
to the tariff and arralgned the demiocratic
per'y aund the Wilson blll In severs termes.
After his addrese he waa given an informal
lupcheon st the Millard hotel. The follow-
ing morning be left for the sast. His frat

stop was At Des Molues, though he made
platform spueches throughout lowa,
—— —
Her Henson,
Harlem Life: “8o you fesl you cannot
marry him™ “Yes, 1 mmn fully decided.

“Why, dou't you Uke Wim™' "0, 1 Uke hilr‘
waell enough, but 1 oan't get him (o propose.”




