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tlon which in England must take precedence
of all others 14 the conditlon of English agri
oulture.  Unless some radical change takes
place or In brought about by legislation |t
wiil be diflenlt to form any conveption of
the state of Britigh agricolture at the end
of the prosent eentury. 1t has been ateadily
golng from bad to worge untll In some coun
tles whole tracts of valuable and productive
Innd have beeome conrse, weedy pastures. |
have before me a map of o large district
of Englund not far from Londou in which
the arew thos gone out of cultivation amounts
to nearly 13 per cent of the total area, |
do not menn land intentionally thrown into
Inrge estates for shooting and hunting puor-
poser, but fields and groups of fields which
slnce 1880 huve pogsed out of arable cultiva-
tton and are now lying waste because It will
not puy 1o work them. In many parts of
England the value of Innd has fellen from 40
to OO per cent amd successive tenants have
lost their entire fortunes in trying to make
the land pay. The exactions of landlords, the
ever Mnereasing burdens of lmperial and loenl
tuxution, excessive rallway charges, the untl-
quated systith of leases, forelgn competition
amd Innumerable  miner  diMenlties  have
bronght sorrow and bankruptey to the homes
of thousands of onee thrifty and prosperous
furmers dnd sent men who in thele doy have
worked one and even two thousand acres of
Ind Lo the poor house. Terrible o this
goems, it s not exaggerated, During  my
gtay in England I have heard the most pa-
thetic appeals from the pulpits of yillage
churohes for help during the winter months
for [armers who were once well-to-do and
who have reached  the starvation point
through no foult whatever of their own. In
pointing to the ecommerelnl triumph which
. goneration of free trade has brought the
United Kingdom, British economists should
not forget thelr unhappy countrymen who
bave baen sacrificed or destroyed, nor shoulid
they omit to mention the depopulated rural
districts and the poverty and misery result-
ing from tho migration of the farm lnborer
to the overcrowded elties, thers to exist with
his fumily Iin one room of a foetid tenement
house,

BREGGED THE QUESTION.

Unable to grapple with the grave situation
confronting them the English politicians of
both parties have begged the question and
postponed the questlon by royal commissions
and other well known methods until the
farmers are thoroughly aroused, and as a
1ast resourep have practically formed an inde-
pendent party of thelr own which will en-
dorse such candidates from either of the two
great politieal parties who will pledge them-
gelves 1o radical measures to save Britlsh
agricultural interests from utter destruction.
Of course a royval commission on agricultural
deprossion 18 in sesgion. 1 can hardly re-
moember visiting England during the last
fifteen years and not finding one. It might
as well be a standing committee,  Volume
upon volpme of testimony will be published.
Every one, Including our own Mr. Edward
Atkingon, has alred his views and lald be-
fore this august body his own pet remedy,
The British farmer 18 not the least Impressed.
He looks with distrust upon commissions
steered by such men os the Rt Hon, Shaw
Lefevre ‘and Dr. Giffen, who have thelr eyes
fixed on the commercial side of John Dull's
ledger, and who are without sympathy and
appreciation of the conditlon and needs of
the agricultural and productive forces of the
kingdom.

During the lust week of the year the
farmers of BEngland moade theie annual pil-
grimage to London. It wns the cattle show
week, and the several national farmers' or-

ganigations held thelr annusl dinpers and
meetings,  Some of these gatherings were
most  slgnificant, especially those of the
Natlonal  Agrienltural unlon,  which  as-
gembled at St James' hall, Pleadilly. In-
vited to a seat on the platform at these

moetings I had an exeellent opportunity, not
only of hearing the farmers' side of the
question, but of studylng the faces of the
large audiences which assembled to listen
and take part in the discussion of their
troubles. Naturally T was struck with the
propositions which were lo prove puaniceas
for all existing evils, 1 will give some
of them In the order of thelr apparent popu-
larity: Bimetalllsm, protection, destruction
of the middle man, lHght rallways, reduced
freights and Improved facllities, abolition of
the landlord, revislon of the present syslem
of leasing farms, co-operative butter and
choeesc making, establighment of small ¢o-
opirative credit banks in the provinces, im-

provemont of the subsidiary and undevel
oped branches of the farming  business.
If one may Jjudge from the manner In

which these views were received they nade
little impresston, The audlence displayad
throughout a sort of Uve-heard-all-that-be-
fare lcok, and there was but slight _ap-
plange.  Dimetallism waa presented by those
uble advoeates, FProf, H, 8 Foxwell and
W. H. QGrenfefl. It was an  experiment
o far as the National Agrioultural union
wos coneerned, and few of the audlence
seemed to understand It. A bold stand
for protection woulid hoave carrled the con-
vention by storm, but no one hid the courage
to come out fat-footed in favor of a return
to a protective  tariM,  The 1dea  was
tovehed by one speaker and awakened more
enthusiasm than any other propoyition,
CAUSE AND REMEDY.

On the platform of Bt. James' hall 1 miet

one of the closest and most practical stu-

dents  of British agricolture in England.
This gentleman, Mr., Willlam E. Bear, was
for many years a practical farmer him-
self. His contributions to the current
lterature und  leading reviews  attracted
such wille attention that he was made
editor of the Mark Lane Express, a post
which he held for ien ycars. Since then

he was instrumental in starting one of the
farmoers' assoclations, and has Leen active
In offieinl matiers as secretary of a royal
commission and other hnportant matters re-
lating to agrionltural investigntions. His
viewn are particularly valuable at this thme,
because 1 found Mr. Bear, though s thor-
ough going bimetallist, freer from apny pet
schomes for the improvement of British
agriculture than most of his colleagues whom
it has boen by good fortune to meot.

“To what do you attribute the cause of
agriculturel depreaston?”’ 1 asked Mr. Bear,

“The maln cause of agricultural dopres-
slon I8 unguestlonably the fall in prices.
Upon this there s almost unlveres! ngree-
ment among thove concerned.

“Phe chiel couse of the fall in
1 believe to he the lpcrease of
Hsm sinee 1873,

“Next comcs  Incrcased  forelgn  onape-

P lees
mononetal-

Wilon, partly dependent upon the fall n the

“What of all these minor remedies we

have heard so vigorously and so ably ex-
pounded 7'
“There are many minor remedies  which

we might try by way of allevinting agricut-
tural depregsion, AL present our farmoers
wre handiecappell by heavy taxation, restrie-
tlons on the growth and sale of crops, high

rents I some parts of the country, partly
based on farmers improvements (though high
rents generally hove boen enormously re-

dueed), high and preference (in favor of for-

elgn produce) rall rates, the exactions of
middlemen, market monapolies, the sale of
adulteratsd producz as genuine and forelgn

an Britlsh and the lack of full secarity for
tenants’ Improvements,  All these disabilities
ghould be swept awny by legislation, except

the high rents,  though much of these
are remntE on tenants’ il’ll]il‘ll\'('!lﬂ‘lﬂﬂ, nnid ex-
copting those middlemen's exactions, which

should be met by co-operation among far-
mers.  We don’t want to aweep away the
middlemen entirely, but there ls o great denl
ton much of him. Again, 1T would prolibit
all market gambling in “options™ or *'{fu-
tures'’ as distorbing to trade and lowering
in its effect upon prices, So far as Oritish
farmers belng in a worse pogition thon those
of most other countries goes, 1 belleve that
the whole of these reforms would meet the
but to ocure world wide agricultural
depression we want International agreement
ng to bimetallism.'”

“Is there anything In the Iden set forth
that other hranches of farming can be better
worked—that is, other than the staple
products 2"

“Yes, more might be made of poultry and
eges, and even of fruit and vegetables, if
we had o btetter system of distribution, At
present consumers pay  for  these  things
about double, and often treble, what pro-
Aueors receive. Butter hardly pays to make
unless it can be sold at retail, and here a bet-
ter systgm of distribution again Is needed."”

“And co-operative agricultural banks—any-
thing In that ldea?"

“When farming does not pay It Is hardly
a time for increascd expenditure to stimu-
late greater produce,  Farmers haven't the
necsesary capital now, and if they had they
have no security agoninst having their im-
provements confiscuted in increased rent, the
Agricultural Holdings nct being almost a
fallure.”

REDUCED CULTIVATED AREA,

One of the most Important points which
the roynl commission now taking testimony
has brought out, as it seems to me, I8 the
astounding fact that a rellable  estimate
shows that the gross returns from the eulti-
viated area of the United Wingdom are fully
$10 per acre less than twenty years ago. The
Amerlcan farmer cin perhaps realize this
loss when 1 say that in the aggregate it
comes to nearly §600,000,000 annually. . How
long can the Britigh agriculturist stand this
drain? Up to date the greatest sufferer has
been the tenant farmer. The landlord has
lost over $60,000,000 annually In rent, but
this goes hut a small way toward making
up the loss of the man who works the
arm. In many cases he hax been swept
into the poor housge and the small for-
tunes of others likewlse lost In trying to
make the farms pay, As it looks to me, the
end has been teached, and unless some
chunge takes plnce a majority of '“".."’-""
ant farmers nmust go to the wall.  There
are some changes or adjusiments between
jandlord snd tenants that could be made
at onece and which would more fairly ad-
just this stupondous burden of loss. He
I8 not master of his own business here, as
at home. The antignated system of leases
In vogue here do not allow the farmer to
even cultivate the land us he pleases and
as would be most profitable for him, 1
was told the other day of a farmer on one
of the best managed of the Lincolnshire
estates  who could not obtain  permission
to sell hig hay and straw when It was
making such a price that the consumption
of it on the farm entalled a loss of hun-
dreds of pounds, This case I8 only typical
of hundreds of others, How would lron
manufacturers, or cotton spinners, or the
conl owners be able to earry on their busi-

anse,

ness I they were forbidden by the owner
of the =oil to spin cotton only In certain
counts, and Lo make bars of a cortain

brand, or win only coals of a certain Kind?
Farming s a business of all others which
demands capital and ekill and energy and
froedom to take advantage of every change
in the markets, Yet how many farmers
greé there who have absolute freedom to
conduct thelr business {n the best way they
can, or who can appl; capital to it with
the certainty that the Investment (s a
safe one? The first thing the British
farmers require Is fAxity of tenure, at a
rent which must be fixed periodically by
gome independent authority.  This  would
seem to me a practieal step and one which
could be taken even by those who kneel
down and worship the free trade fetish.

A2 an outside observer, 1 do not think
Mp, Hear or the Agricultural unlon appre-
clate the ifmportance of what may be
termed the minor products of the farm.
Immense quantitiea of  poultry, butter,
eiggs, ete., are brought Into the Eoglish
marketa from the continent, On the other

flde of the channel particular attention Is
given 1o the production of these minor
products and nothing s too small to bother
with, Both the English and Americans
are a4 wasteful and improvident race, They
do not have elther the faculty for looking
after small industries nor small economies,
What would the bankrupt Norfolk or Suf-
folk farmer say to the aggregate of this
table of small things:
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Al aggregate of nearly  $150,000,000 an-
pually in small things. It seems ineredible
1 find

dlsturbed by
And yet, as 1 have before sald,
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to me when hat
tleularly

have here
all these things are very expiensiv: here, We
were obliged to pay 36 for a fairly gu-d sized
turkey for Christmas dinner, Chlokeng are
80 cents and §1 each. Eggs, fresh lald, fAive
for 256 cents. And yet the British farmer s

no one sceinms par-
Hgures such as we

on the road 10 the work house. These are
facts hat will bear both lnvestigation and
study by those philos phors who are stlll

talking free trade to the American farmer.
THE CARLYLE MEMORIAL
1 had & pleasant telk the olher morolog

students from our £lde, bent upon Improving
minds, ag often feminine as mascullne. The
square 1teelf is o long narrow strip of green
turfed land dotted with trees, gray and grim
now, but cultivated hy hundreds of tiny spar-
rows, Everybody loves as they pass to listen
o the cheerful twittering of these  lttle
crodtures, who mike merry even in n fog,
and are no more 1o be drotvned by n London
drigele than was Mark Taptey by n Missouri
swamp, Torrington square 18 only two blocks
from my own residence, but it was some time
before 1 discoverdd that the sparrows’ best
fricnd wns the woman lhareate of England,

Chrleting Ressett! dwell at No, 20 and would
often broak off her soul Impadfsloned strains
to feed her humblo little nefghhbors

8o much' has Leen suald about the family,
without doulbt the mos! remarkable 'family
London has ever had, from which this gifted
woman sprang, «0 much written of her genius,
her place In att, by the most apprecioting
and eritical pens in Englind that one may
well hesitate to add o word more than the
poet, let 1t be instead the woman, of whom
little is known and less spoken,

When 1 steppod into the silent house from
which In five short years four members of
the Rossett] family had been earried to thelr
finn! rest It struck me that almost uncon-
gciously 1 was looking for gomething of that
mystery and romantic but grotesque charm
which characterized the home of [Dante
Gabriel Rossettl in Chelsea. Nothing of the
sort wias hereand from the rither bare hall—
Itke all halls on the square—I1 was kindly
token into the dining room, which wag pain-
fully: like all other dining rooms in the
square—at first,

There was the rather worn furniture and
ecacpet, the big table with its faded chenille
cloth, the leather coverad sofa and stiff man-
tel and the wall covered with an ugly, shiny,
yvellow paper, A few smnll pletures  were
hung too high on the wall to be seen well.
A few book shelves held devolional works,
and that was all—all except a very small
round table, with three corrugated legs and
# top which seemed absolutely worn from
use. 1 looked through the one large window
ut the lttle birds asking in bird way for
their silent friend, and asked If 1 might see
Miss Rossettl's study—the room where she

wro‘e that rare and subtle poem, “The
Prirces’ Progress,” her charming *'Sing
Sung," and “The Pageant,” which caused

England to apply for the first tlme the title
poet—they have always Insisted on poetess—
to 0 woman.

““Miss HRossettl,’”' was the reply of her
foithfur friend, “had no study or room to
work in she called her own, Most of her
writing was done In this very room and on
«that little worn table you have been looking
at. She would sit here because the room out
of this was oocupled in turn by her aunts,
Misas Eliza and Miss Charlotte Polider!, and
by her brother. All these lived to be over B0
years of nge, and were devitedly nursed by
Miss Raosseltl, In whose arms they died, She
never seemed to think her wriling mattered,
and If a ecough or sound was heard, no mat-

ter how slight, she was in there In a sce-
and.
“All sorts of Interruptions came, but a

frown or an Impatient word never marked
them."

“Tt was just the game,” continued my In-
formant sadly, *“when Miss HRossetti was
taken i herself. For twelve months she was
unable to write or to read a word. - At times
her suffering was great, but not one com-
plaint ever escaped her, and when, toward
the Ingt, articulation falled, she spent hours,
her lips moving In silent prayer and praise.
When the end came one long Hving look
from her great black eyes grown dim at us,
and a deep sigh of content alone marked §t."

Aliove, In the quiet, homelike drawing
room, hang plctures of Intensoe Interest and
value, It i safe to say that no family In
gngland has furnished in three generations
such a number of distingulshed and beautl-
ful heads, There s the grand looking Dr.
Polidorl, who translated Milton into Italian
and tought his granddaughter, Christing, to
gpenk in the poet’'s stately English; there
wis the handsome poot, patriot and inter-
preter of Dante, Gabrlel RHossettl, the father
tho fed the mind of his child on the bes
frults of his gleaning, and the mother, whose
broad brow and scholarly face of muasculine
strength  yet shows the English strain that
loved Shokespeare and Scott and made them
part of the family life. There were the two
wise and refined old gentlewomen, the aunts
Polodarl, one of whom served with distine-
tlon In the Crimean war as a nurse, and for
both of whom Christinn  Hossettl’'s love
amounted to a passion and & religion. Near
thelr clear eut, Intellectual heads are large
portraits of Christina's two brothers, the
full-eyed, foll-lipped, swarthy southern face
of the poet and painter, Dante Gabriel, In
gharp contrast to the almost delleate, well-
chiseled and intellectual head, a head that
recalls Potrarch of Willlam Michael, eritic,
easayist and curlously statisticlan, Mary
Francesca, brilllant, beautiful, a religious
enthusiast who Jolned an Anglican sistir-
hood, "making hersell look like & penwiper,”
her painter brother sald, had, as can well
be imagined, with the other members of the
family, a powerful Influence in developing
the genius of the youngest child at an early
Mg, 2

Christina Rossettl wrote verses at 198 years

of age of uncommaon merit, at 16 a Hitle vol-
ume, which her grandfather wisely and
proudly published, At 10 she sal to ler
brother, who adored her, for the famous ple-
ture, which now hangs in the national gal-
lery, "The Girlhood of Mary Virgin'® The
AW virginal face |8 raised from the om

brofdery frame to the gracious lines of the
tall white Hly, guarded by an angel child,
while Bt. Anne, her mother, sits beside her
and through the open window of the Gualllean
dwelllng are seen 8Bt. Joseph tending the vipe
and the symbolic figure of the sacred dove,

Idealized in Its Intense spirituality as the
poet’'s face I8 In this work, much is lost of
the ripe, full beauty and the rich eeloring
which characterizes a small and exquisite
portrait made at aboul the same thme when
as queen of the pre-Raphaclites, men whoss
names go to make up the history of art and
Iiterature in  England, were at her fest
Homage sffected her as Hitle as her ma-
terial surroundings, for she seems always to
have lived In an atmosphere of her own cre-
ating, without consclousness of lber rare
gifts, demanding nothing from the world
giving of her best to all who came 1o her,
living u roliglon as exalted as the congep-
tions of Telstol,

The funeral servioe

held at Ohrist church,
Waburn

square, was remarkuble for slm-
plinity and the rendering of two of the
poet’s most beautiful hymns.  For twoenty-

five years Miss Rossett! had not missed the
weekly holy communion, and the chorlsters
were visibly affected as they rendersd hor
songs. The Hitle clurch Is more American
thon KEonglish o its cheorfulness of tones,
the brightness of the stalned glasa, and the
freshness of the furnlshings. This misty
morning it was full. The cungregatlon came
and wonl on foot, nelther carrisges nor lv-
ery were lo be seen. The clothes of those

prescnt were of the mostodndifferent, the

L

INDUSTRIALNOTES.

Floor mosaics are made from woeod pulp.

Our woolen industry cmploys 219,000 per-
BOnS,

Arigona's eold production has been nearly
doubiled the past year,

Electricity has now, It seems, beaten the
record of the gold beater, and can produce
a foll of the metal from five to ten times
thinner than ordinary gold leaf,

It is =ald that the two ficlds in which the
electric motor has of Iate made greatest In-
rods are those of mining and of lron manufac-

tures, and  that In these the developments
tompnre In Importance, If not In magnitude,
with the advances in clecirie rallronding.

The oldest secret trade process now  in
existence s in all probability either that
method of Inlayiong the hardest steel with
gold nnd stlver, which scems Lo have been

practiced at Damnseus ages ago and s still
known only to the Syrian smiths and their
pupils, or else the msnufacture of Chinese
red or vermilion. \

A Belginn inventer has devised an  Im-
menge lamp such ag has probably never been
geen before. It I8 composed of 3,000 pleces.
It is =ix feet high, and measures seven feet
ten Inches In dlameter. 1t I8 fed with lard
ofl, and the consumption s sald th be very
emill, its lght bolng so powerful that one
may read by It at a distance of 600 feet,

The miners of Alleguny and Garrett eoun-
tles, Indiann, paid over o quarter of a million
of dollars for the sirike in which they en-
gaged last summer. It cost each man  $80
and brought him buck nothing, These figures
are from the annugal report which Mr. Me-
Mahon, the mine Inspecior, has submitted to
Governor Brown,

An Ingenlous Sevtchman has  devised a
thread spinning apparatus that s operated
by two tralned miee. In driving the little

mill with thelr paws the animals dally per-
form work equivalegt «to traveling o dis-
tanee of ten miles, andq this & done without
apparent fotigue on a food allownnes of a
half penny's worth of flear for filve waeeks.
In that time they bave spun about 3,850
thrends, edch o yard and a half long,

The value of the cotton exports from the
United States in the four months ended le-
cember 31 was $106,319,.843, as agninst $114,-
159,702 in the last third of 1803, Yet In the
four months just ended the amount shipped
wig  1,805,540,220 pounds, ns agalnst 1,424,-
402,685 pounds in the corrceponding perlod
of the previous year. In other words, the
country recelved $8,000,000 less money In ex-
change for 411,486,685 pounds more cotton.

Two of the largest Massachusetts concerns
have decided to build branch mills In Geor-
gla,

The bakers of Port Huran, Mich., have been
Indulging in a bremd war, the outcome of
which has mightily surprised them. In thelr
attempt to ruin each other they finally cut
down the price of G.cent loaves of hread to
2 eents, and then It became a question of
whith of them would go under. But the
people of the town all stopped dolng thelr own
baking, and bought' baker's bread, the result
of which is that atl the bLakers are making
money at 2 cents ‘s loaf, and there I8 no
talk of golng back to the old price,

——————

SHE LIEES RATTLERS.

Rattlesnake Hunting s Fascination for n

Conneeticat Girl.

Lulu Wilecox, the daughter of Gerard Wil-
cox, a farmer living in the hamlet ¢f South
Canaan, Litdhfield county, Conmn, hag devel-
oped a great Hking for rattlesnakes, and her
queer freak is a gource of great worry to
her purents, The girl's home is situated on
the road that runs along the foot of the
Cobble, a great mass of rock standing by
itself, about half a mile square at the base,
and with perpendicular sides rising several
hundred feet in the air. The Cobble is a dan-
gerous place to elimb about, for a misstep
oftéen means a fall  that would result in
death. This is not the only reas:n why the
plece I8 shunned, Even hunters do not go
on the Coblile often, It Is well known that
rattlesnakes in great numbers are on the
mountain, muking the craggy fastnesses thelr
homes. Great storles areé told by men of
the snakes they have seen on the mountain,

Notwithstanding ile reputition of the placs,
Lulu Wilcox, who s about 16 years of age,
visits the mountain frequently, snd has done
g0 Tor a long time, In search of the deadly
rattler. A year ago last summer o large
snake wandered down from the mountain
into the yard of her fuo'her's house and was
despateched by the hired man,  The girl se-
cured the rattles, and sinece that time has
been lnfatuated with the Jdea of securing o
collection of them, For a long time when
fhe went in the mowntain in search of  snakes
she did not allow her parents to know whore
ghe was golng, bug'it all came out one day
when a nelghbor saw her coming off the
motuntain dragging dbebhind her a large spake
by meuns of a small plece <f brush, On
being questioned she sakd she had Killed the
fnake to get the pattles for her collpetion,
and that 1t was not ghe first time she had
gong on the mounteif 10 hunt the reptiles
The total number of shakes slaughtered sines
the girl began Is n;‘ul fafty. Time and agaln
her parents huve mishod her for galng on
the miuntain, buf they hove not been able
to keep her from the Cobble.

R T v —
Historie Nawnes 0 Alexandsia.
Over in Alexandria shere Iy o solid
community which contilns some
names, says the Washington Post,
In Georgetown, charsoter
IHehments and pretense. People like the
Brente, Herberts, Lewises, Bnowdens, Nor-
tons and others of that MWke were ladies and
gentlemen when Washington was not even
dreamed of The Herberts, [for instance,
arg very nearly relstéd to the Herberts of
Muckruss Abbey, one of the most pne'ent
und distingulshed families In Great Britaln.
To illustrate the spivit und independence of
the Herberts, an authentie angcdote may not
be out of place. Some years mgo the queen
of England paid a visit to Muckross Abbey,
with a royal party; she bhad with her John

old

histarie
There, s
outwelghs estab-

Brown, w famous gilly, for many years her
falthful attendant, Brown approached Mr
Herbert, the master of Muckross Abbey, and
sald that her majesty desired thus and so
dene, The ould gentleman looked at that
Aunkey o o way thal made him quall, apd
sald: “You go and tell her majésty, with my

cotmpliments, that If she has any cotnmuanlea-
tion to make to me as (0 her wishes, while
she |8 my guest, that the master of Muck
&5 Is not in the habit of recelving the royal
smimands throogh s servant, and that she
will please convey them for thie future
through o equerry or ong of the gertlamen
of her houschold'™ It Is needless Lo say that
Brown “'fell heavidy.”

able to go from Parls to wi'hin a few hours'

sall of Japan by land. Today no one knows

much about the country of Corea. There Is
no land In the world ontslde or Thibit which
hans been less explored.

Very few travelers have gotten Into the

interior, and the letters desoribing thoe coun-
try have been confined (o the capital and the
genports, 1 am, 1 helléeve, the only Amer-
fean newapaper man who has traveled right
through the peninsila from one slde to the
other. T doubt whether the trip could pos-
®ibly Dbe taken today, T made it last sum
mer Just on e eve of the rebellion, and it
wns ourious in the extreme. My outfit con-
slsted of six men and four horses, and we'
gpont seven davs amonge the Corean moun-
tuing, traveling for hours In the eclouds, and
belng Hletd in chalrs up hills 80 steep that
the ponies could not follow, The most of
the way was on bridle paths, and a great
part. of the wny was really dangerous on
necount of the tigers and leopards. 1t was
ke going through a4 new workd, and were
It not for the notes which 1 took on the
ground 1T might think the whole journey o
dream,
THE SNAKRE AND THE CROWN PRINCE.
I had spent a month in Seoul and had
Leen  hobnobbing with the Corean nobles,
having had my aundience with the king, and

1 suppozed that T would hivve no trouble in
seeuring an  excort across  the country. 1
wias misthken. Just at the time T wanted to

go the king of Corea had crdered all the
horses In Seoul to be brought to his poalaca
elty, which lles at the back of the capital,
fu erder to enable him to move to another
vast establishment which he has In.another
part of the elty, e has more power, you
kKnow, than the ezar, and he 8 more super-
uiitious than an Afriean king. There are
snakes in nearly all the roofs of the Corgan
houses, and just before wo were ready Lo
ko a big black snake about as long ns a

man's leg had dropped down out of the roof
Into the crown prince's face while he was
sleeplng, and the king thought 1his was a

bad omen and that the gods wanted him to
move out of the palace.for w time, He. sent
out his orders, and every pony in Seoul was
lald hold of by his offielals. 1 had engaged
four fast trotters, and the grooms were
bringing them te my house when the ofi-
clnls eaw them and s=lzed them for the
king. Had I or one of the foreigners been
with them, we could probably have held
them, but we were not, and they were cuar-
rled off to the palice. 1 was stopping at this
time with Mr. Power, the King's c¢leetriclan,
and he eent his soldiers outside the city
with c¢rders to lay hold of the first ponles
that came, They brought four shaggy
beasts out of a party of eight., They tried
to catch the whole lot, but the other four
suspected their intentions and galloped away.
They brought them into our courtyard, and
wa persuaded them to go with us. A high
official in Corea, as n rule, grabs everything
he eun get, and pays for nothing. On thils
trip we pald for everything, and It cost me
to go from one slde of the peningula to the
other three hundred thousand cash, or about
$1040.

CARPENTER'S GORGEOUS OUTFIT,

My party consisted of four ponies and six
men, and [ traveled llke a Corean noble,
The king had glven me a passport, and this
had an envelope almost as big as thils paper,
and the Corean characters upon il were
elreled with red In order to Keep any one
from changing them. This deseribed me as
a mighty Ameri¢tan who was visiting Corea,
and {t directed the maglstrates to entertaln
me on my way., We had a serviant with us
who wore o gorgeous white gown and a liat
of black horsehair. This man usually took
the passport and rode ahead with it to the
villages, in order that the moglstrates might
know that we were caming, and as we got
to the towns we were met by trumpets and
bands, and were escorted In stute to the
government ofces, in the guest room of
which we were kept over night. T had wix
Coreans in my party, and I made the trip
alone with them. My old friend, General
Pak, of whom I have written before, was
with me, and he commanded the outfit, He
had a gorgeous blue suit, which he bought
for the trip, and lis clothes were spotless

and eclean. His horsehair. hat, T wventure,
cogt $15, and his shoes wore of kid, with
heavy soles of untanned rawhide, Pak spoke

very good English, and he acted as my in-
terpreter and commander-in-chief, We had
four grooms, two of whom were marrled,
and hence had the right to wear hats, The
other two were bareheaded bachelors, and
they were the shabblest, shoddiest, dirtiest,

lazlest gquartet 1 have ever seen inside of
Corea or out of It. They were perpetually
eating, and they stopped at every cook

sliop on the way, The four grooma walked.
Genernl Pak, the servant and myself rode.
Pak had a saddle which he had borrowed
from the prime minister, Min Yung Jun,
the man whose oppression cuused the recont
rebellion, and 1 had an American saddle
loaned me by General Greathouse. The
two otheér ponles were londed with our pro-
visions and baggage, and the servant sat
an the pack, We knew we would be on-
tertained by the muglstrates, and by General
Pak's advice 1 bought a goodly supply of
Hguors and clgars, The clgars were very
cheap—1 think the newshoys would eall
them' “twosfurs"—but they werg wrapped
in tinfoll, and the moagistrates handled them
ai though they were solld gold, and their
faces bocame olly with Nappiness as they
wioked them. T had n half dozen bottles
of champagne, several of elaret and not a
few of Chartreuse and cognse,  We were
oxpected to trent every party we met, and
as the Journey lasted seven days, our supply

wis none too large, We lengthened It out
conslderably, however, by the slge of the
glasses. We bought litle cognae Klasses,
holding about a thimbleful of lguor, and
passed It pround to the government eloike
In this way. There I8 no gluss in Corea,

and the magistrates thought they were gen-
erously treated, and the higher the man
the more glasses he gol, A8 an especially
great favor, we gave the emply boltles o
them now and then, and we found them
greedily grablied for wherever we went,

I wigh 1 could show you how we rode in
state out of Seul, with my servant going
along Io front and yelling to the common
people to get out of the way for the forelgu
Yangbun, We wound In and out among
thousunds of low thatehed huts, now skirt.
Ing the sewers which run In open dralne
through the sirects, and agaln belng equeczed
against the wall in erder that some high,
pllk-guwned nuble might pass by o his chalr

We rode for about a mlle along one of the
maln busipnoss streety of the clly, having Lo
move carefully In order that ocur lorses

might not step on the pipes of the merchiants,
who squatied on the ground ke front of Lthelr

stores wond smoked as they walted for cus
tomers. We went by the grest barracks,
where the ragged soldlers who make up

the king's army live, and passed a gale u[‘

mountalns of Grecee,  They change in their
hues with every change of the heavens, and
they now look HKe silver, and again tarn to
misso of velvet and gold, spotted here nnd
there with navy bLlue pines, The clouds nes
tle In thelr hollows, nnd thelr tops, in the
eversyarying atr of Corea) assume at the
odge of tho evening all sorte of fantastic

hapes.  Our first day's ride was through a
villley which was ag rleh In guano and ns
blnek as vour hat, It was cut up with

ereeks, ome of whleh were a hall mille wide,
and a4t these we found reugh men elpd in
wliite, with' theld patntaloons pulled up to
thelr thighs, As we cume up these men bent

thele backs and our grooms crawled upon
hem, oand  clasping them around the neek
they were carrled through the water, The

porters reecived 1 eent for cach trip, and Gen-
ernl Pak teld me that thig work 19 some-
times done by men out of chority, dnd that
the gods esteom iU o good pet, and the water
which washes thelr legs at the same tme
carries away thelr sins and gives them a
clean road to heaven, Other devotecs stunsd
with cold water In the streets and give drink
to all that thirst.,

COREAN FARMING,

The eountry scenes of Corea
anything you sec In Amerien.  The lund 1§
not more than half farmed. It takes nlne
men to do what one man does in Ameriea,
Think of putting nine men o one  long-
lundled shovel!  One mnan holds the shoyvel
and presses (U into the earth; and fonr stand
on each slde and pull the dirt out by a rope
attached to the blade. The dirt Is ecarried
from one part of the field to another in packs
on the backs of men, and the griat part of
the land is dug up with a hoe.  The farmers
spind most of thelr time o squatting and
smoking, They have small holdings, aml the
crops scem to be good where they are at all
cultivated, 1 saw muech barley and  some
wheat. It wons all planted in rows and the
people hoe and weed thelr wheat as we do
onr potatoes.  These rows were from one
two feel wide, and between them beang had
been planted. 1 saw some of the crops being
put In, The ground was first made Mne and
thoe planters then dug the hille for the beans
by pressing their heels into the ground. They
dropped the beans Into the hole and covered
them over with a kind of a twist of the same
bare Toot that muade it. There were no fences
and no barns, and 1 saw no houses alone on
the flelds. The people live in villnges, and
they keep their live stock under the same
roof with thelr Tamilies.

COREAN CATTLE.

The Corpans use ponles and bullocks as
beasts of burden, The ponies are very small
and the bullooks are very large. They are,
In fact, as fine cattle as you will see any-
where in the world, and they seem very
doelle and kind. Nearly all the plowing is
done by bulls, which are hitched to the
plow by a yoke, which rests just over their
shoulders. Our oxen hoave yokes around
thelr necks, and they pull by having the
welght of the cart or plow somewhat evenly
distributed about their necks and shoulders.
These Corean bullocks push everything along
by the tops of thelr shoulders, holding their
hieads down as they toil, They seem to
plow very well, and though thelr carts are
the rudest, they carry great quanthtles of all
gorts of farm produclts and merchandise.
They are uged largely as puck animals, and
they huve pack saddles of woosd, which ex-

are unlike

tend  six  inches  above  thelr backs, and
which are heavily loaded, Thess saddles
often gall the backs, snd I gaw many cattle

that had patches of raw flesh as blg a8 your
hand, where the saddle had rubbed off the
fkin. The bullocks ave of a beautiful fuwn
color, and they travel almost as fist as a
horse.  The second day of our Journey one
of our packed ponles dropped, worn oat, by
the wayslde, and Genernl Pak bired one of
these bullocks to take fts plivcs, He ecarried
my bag and the cameras and about o bushel
or s0 of money, At first I feared he would
keep back the party, but Le fed tne proces-
sion, golng on & sort of cow trot nll the way
and climbing up the hills and galloping diwn
the valleys to the Imminent dunger of the
bageage, His only harness outside of his
pack was a ring of wood, about as thick ns
your finger and ns blg around as a dinner
bucket, which had been run through his
nose, and to which a rope was fastened. The
meat of these anlmals s very good, and you
can get as good beefsteak In Corea as you
can In New York., 1 found none for gale,
however, on my teip acroes the country, and
I was surprised to find that the people do
nol use milk nor butter,

HUNDREDS OF STREAMS.
Corea i a well watered country, We
found beautdful streams everywhere, There

were no roads, and our Journey was largely
on bridle puths, We crossed the creeks and
rivers on bridges, which were made of pine
branches, with a thin coating of earth, In
somoe pluces these wore very unsafe, and the
horses and the bull went in up to thelr knoees,
0 we preferred to ford when we could
There 18 a good system of irrlgatlon through-
out the valleys, and in somoe places 1 saw the
people bullding canals In order to Keep the
waler at bigh level and cover a groater ex-
tent of terrltory.  There wore fully 1,000
men at work, and on loguiry 1 found that
thess ‘men were composed of the farmere of
the nelghborbood, whoe  comblned  together
for mutual advantage, und that the water
wis freq for ail of the nssoclation. The
Coreans lhave thelr trades unlons and the
plnnters probably have a guild of thelr own,
One of the strongest labor unions of the
country Is that of the porters, who are prace
tieally the frelght cars of Corea, and who
carry more than either the bullocks or
pomles, 1 photagraphed a oumber of Lhem
o omy trip, sod rome of the men whom 1
ook  were tevelbly frightencd,  One was
loaded down with shoes and ha thought that
we were golng to capture his syul,  This
seems o be the generdl dva smong the
Chingge and Coreans. They 1hink that if
their pictures are taken the wan who owns
the camera will have control of thelr souls,
and will work them evil thereafter, They
are superstitious in the ‘extreme, snd the
stories about foreigners cutting wp Chinese
bnbles for mediclne and teariug out #yes of
Coreans to grind up and make phetographic
materiul huve Leen industriously spread by
the Chluese, Everywhore we went we found
the people prodisposced to the Chinese, and we

lhigard ne good words for Japun. The people
have been wreatly oppressed, and the men
who entertalned we lo the villages were the
oMeinle who had been squepging the life-
Mosd out of the comiun peoaple.  Thest vil
liges are ke no others o the world, and
the little petty Kingn who rale the country
under the pame of magivtiales Are 80 cu-
rlous that 1 will devate my next leller Lo
them,

q“wrlk l\ A C:n::{usuh:

mark, but his race record In faster than any
other ever gone

Allx: has oW a noteh off the record of
Nuney Hoanks, and beimg sounil as o dollar
hos o very fale chinnee of tralning on and
Lealing 2:048 Tohn R. Gentey Haw n racing

hiorse hod

record of 2038 . and s the third harness
horse Lo pass last vear's limit. Below 2:10
the greater pereoentage of speed has  been

shown by the pacer, which s alimost sure to
be the galt at whlch two minutes for o mile
will first be beaten. Ralph Wilkes trotied
the fastest mbe thiy yvear by a stulllon, but
It 18 not the best on record,

In the st of chafiplons below will be

found the fstest mare, stallion and gelding
in ench closs:
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Bob Kneebs has reached Sloux City, and
he 8 making  himeelf heard numerously.
The story of his arrest, Inearceration and
gubgequent release on ball, n Germany, on
u charge of “ringlog' on German trotiing
eourses, notulily those of Hamburg and Ber-
lin, I8 famillar to all turfmen. The prinel-
pal case against him was that of the famouns
mare Dethel. His partner, Orrein F. Helner,
sald Kneels took Bethel to Burope purposely,
to ring hee. Bob was seen by o representas-
tive of The Bee Thursday, and he expressed
great Indignation at the charges agalnst him,
and denied them all, absolutely, He gave
o whole lot of barsemen a severe turning
over, Including Nuat Brown of this city, He
gald that he bad returned to thisn country
to get affidavits and testimony o pregent
to Ahe suthorities at Berlin, where his case
Is pending. He thinks he can secure enough
in six weeks to clear him, then he will sue
the ity of Berlin for heavy domuges, in
bis mind, probably. The mare, Bethel, had
a record of 2:168, and It I8 alleged she wus
entered In roces at Edipburg, Manchester,
Hamburg and Berlin under the name of
Nellle Kneebs, and won them all handily.
Iob says Bethel [@ in this country and was
never out of It

The new Chicago turfl paper, Dally Raclng
Form, I8 n novelty that s alreandy Buceess-
ful, Its name describes it Telegraphlo
coples of the oficial form shecty of the
tracks open, with Indexed race and ontry
tableg, are the features of the new fovrral,
though It glves @il the turf news of cach
doy. My old friend, Frank H. Brunoll, who
has been racing editor of the Chicago Tri=
bune for four years, and D, T. Murray, the

Chleago form book an, are at the liead
of the new dally.
Judging from the performuynee of  Allx,

who wis Eiven a Nitle prellminary work at
Agricultural park at Los Angles, the other
day, the world's record stands an oxeellent
chianee of belng lowered very shortly, After
she hud beon Jogged two or throd mibles, shy
wis taken back to the hulf, Here, with no
urghng, simply o free head, she came heme

{n 1:00%, and through the stretch in itk
gocondy, Noever In her eventful career has
this splondid animal been dn such  grand
ulld[-r,

I o recent conversation regarding Directly,
2:07%, the champlon of 2-year-old pacers,
Monroe  Sallsbury  sald “His dam  was
about the commonest, no-geconnt-looking lit=
tle mare 1 ever saw, Bhe was owned by =
nelghbior of mine out In Californin who bred
Ber Lo Direct to sguare an wkecount on which
1 owed him a small balanee, When Lhe
colt wns 4 or 6 months old | went over to
wee ft, and there the Jttle chap was In &
barren fleld with ble dam, thin as a shad,
covered with vermin and aboul aw large as
a selter dog He was one of Direot's first
colts, and 1 didp't want to see oy horso
‘Iaruughl into diggroce as a sire, =0 1 sald
to my nelghbor ‘It you ean't afford to
iftul this colt send him over to me, 1INl give

hlm wenough to oat)’ This  nettled  the
farmer just o Mttle, hut he Kept the colt.
A few woeeks later 1 wae driving along Ltho
road when 1 ran acress the brecder of Dl
rootly  apain, This thme he had the old
mare liltehed up 1o a ramshackle buggy,
with & harngess that looked to e patehed up
with rope In @ dozen places. On the sross-
|I..1r of the shofts he had fustened a plece of
brush w0 that it stuck out fur cucugh Lo
clear the wheels, and to this was ted the
dust covergd oolt The MHitle cheap went
whockiog slong by the side of his dam Juss
as casy aud mnooth ss you  plens I fols
lowad him uwp and watched hin eog enough
ty make up my mind that thers was a colt
I could beat the bove with some day, and &
few munths later 1 bought bim outright'*




