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CLIMBING THE MATTERHORN

A Teat Requiring sn Abandanoe of Strength,
Wind and Nerva,

BEARDING  DEATH IN HIS  D:iN

The Descont Easler on the Muoles but
Harder on the Than ths
Ascent—Thrilllng Description
of the Towering Ponk.

Wervos

(Copyright, 188, by A 8 MeMure, Limited)

Elght times Edwiard Whymper strove to as-
cend Matterhorn, and cight times he falled.
The ninth time he sucoeeded, That was on
July 14, 1865, But the cost of success wan
appalling.  In the little Zermatt churchyard
last summer 1 saw the graves of three of
the vietima; the mountaln crage never sur-
rendered the hones of the fourth.

Untill Mr. Whymipe:'s successful amoent no
foot, except perhaps an cagle's, had evir
pressed the proud head of that Incomparable
mountain,  The best and bravest guldes in
the Alps had In  wvaln  essayed to  win
it, Switzerland war pitted sgainst ltaly
In the strife to be first at the summit.  But
no experience taught sufMclent skill and no
courage ws complete enough to achivve vie-
tory oyer the giant, Prof. Tyndall, whose
summer playground was  Switzerland, had
more than once made the attempt, but, re-
colling from the menace of the final preel-
plee, had at last glven 1t up.

Ten thousand feet t(hat wonderful peak
towers above the high green meadows of Zor-
matt and 14,800 feet above sea level, and In
eviry foot of its stature there is defiance;
deflance to gravitation to pull it down—but
gravitation will do it in tha end—defiancs to
vegetation to cagt a shred of covering over
its guunt shoulders, deflance 1o man and the
mountaln goat to scale Its precipices; yet
the former hak ace:pted the challenge and
won, though the latter {8 ton wisely prudent
to attempt the Imposgsible,

FIRST ASCENT OF THE MATTERIORN.

I shall not undertake to recall here the
slory of the first ascent of the Mattirhorn;
I merely wish ta recall the oireumstances of
the dreadful accldent that attended it, the
most tragic in the force of its appeal to the
Imagination that the annals of mountaineer-
Ing contain. The party consisted of seven
men—Edward Whymper, then already well
known as an Alpine climber; Hev. Charles
Hudson, viear of Skillington, K:nt, n cele-
brated amateur mountaineer; Lord Francls
Douglas, who was not without considerable
experience in mountmin work; Douglas Rob-
ert Hodow, & young undergradvate of Cam-
bridge university, whose grentest feat of
mountalneering hitherto had been the ascont
of Mont Biane, a tiresome but not a dificult
undertaking; Michael Croz, one of the best
guldes of hig day;: Peter Tangwalder, nlso an
experienced gulde, and young Peter Tang-
walder, then comparatively new to his pro-
fesslon.

On attempling o descend, after enjoying
their well-won triomph on the summit, and
when they had arrived at a polnt just above
the brink of the awful preeiplee that falls
three-quarters of a mile down to the eradle
of the Matterhorn glacler, Mr. Hadow, It
scems, lost his nerve. Croz, the guide,
wis bilow him cutting steps, and then tak-
Ing hold of Mr. Hadow's feet In order to set
thém, one by one, into thelr proper places.
All seven were tled together with a rops,
nand those nahove—the ast one belng Mr.
Whymper, who was about 100 feet behind
Croz—were walting for the leaders to de-
kcend a step or two befure moving down
themeelves, An Croz turned, after placing
Mr. Hadow In position, the latter slipped
anidl knocked Croz from his foothold, The
Jerk on the rope Instantly dragged Rev, Mr.
Hudson and Lord Francls Douglas from their
places. Croz In falling uttered a warning
ery, and Mr. Whymper and the two Tang-
walders gripped such projectlons of the rocks
& were within thelr reach, and braced them-
selves for the shock. The rope being taut
between them, the strain came upon the
three together and they held fast, but the
rope broke In midalr, between the elder
Tangwalder and Lord Francls Douglas.

“For a few seconds,” says Mr, Whymper,
Ywe gaw our unfortunate companions sliding
fownward on their backs, and spreading out
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A DANGEROUS POSITION.
their bunds endeavoring to save themselves.
They poassed from our sight uniplured, dis-
Appeared one by one, and fell from precipice
lo preciplee on to the Matterhorn gletscher
below, a distance of nearly 4,000 feet in
belght!"

The survivors, appalled by what they had
beheld, remained for halt an hour motion-
Iess and clinging to the face of the moun-
taln, The guldes, Mr, Whymper says, were
unnerved and afrald to descend further.
Finully they cautiously moved downward,
fxing ropes to the rocks to ald them, but
for two hours they were in constant perll of
death. Several times, Mr. Whymper says,
“old Peter turned with ashy face and fal-
terlng llmbs and sald with terrible empha-
sis, ‘1 caunot!' "

The bodies of Croz, Rev, Mr, Hudson and
Mr. Hudow were found on the Matterhorn
glaclar, but that of Lord Francls Douglas re-
malned somewhere among the preciploes
above,

Poter Tangwalder (the young Peter of Mr.
Whymper's narrative, but sow himself an eld-
erly man, and with the exception of Mr.Whym-
peor the only remuining surviver of the famous
catastrophe) polnted out 0 me the place
where, (wenty-nine years ago, the fatal slip
had oecurred, while we clung to the same
grim brow of the mountain on the 6th of
August last.

A CEHEMONIOUS GETTING READY.

1 had arrived In Zermatt on Saturday
night, August 4. Early on Sunday morning
a8 1 came from the breakfast room of the
Mont Cervin, 1 met the conclerge of the
Botel, and sald te him:

“I am golng to climb the Matterhorn.
Where shall 1 look for guides?"

He stared ut wme for & moment, and then,
n"““l to the hotel ofce, sald: *Oh, you'll

ve to see Mr. Seiler about that.”

Evidently he did not regard me as a prom-
fsing candidate for Alpine hoonrs, but haviog
no pretenslons in that direction 1 was not

e, Entering the office 1 found Mr.

, the secrolary, who at onve took an
aln‘-t In my project. He lald it before Mr,
ler, and the latter, leaving his breskfast,
came to cross examipe me, He began by
ssking me if I had had much experience In
the Alps, 1 replied no, but § bhad speut
[ ) on the top of Pike's Peak ln Awmer-

len, which wan almost as lofty ae the Matter.
horn. 1 A1 not add that 1 had ridden up
Pike's Peak In a raliread oar, and that
people ascend It every day on mule back,
If 1 had told him that, perhapa T should not
have elimbed the Matterhorn, But It was not
with any Intent to decelve him that 1 with.
held the information, for 1 supposed that le
only wished to know If I eould endure the
effocts of the rare atmosphere at great ele-
vationn,

St ke demurred a little, and advised me
to try some less diffieult peak at first, and
o approach by degreea the attempt on the
Matterhorn, HBut 1 Insisted that T had no
timie to walt to ba trained, besides, the alr
had Just cleared after two or three days of
rain In the valleyr and snow upon the moun-
tains, and the opportunity of good wenther
shonld not be thrown away.

The beduty of the morning was perfect,
The little yalley wins a cup of sunshine. The
white peaks on i's brim stood out against
the bLright blue sky In silhoueties of snow.

| I strolled along the narrow, slony street to

the old church where worshippers wers
thronging in, and the gound of solemn music
stenling out Moated swest upon the quist
alr, Conspleuous among the tombstones on
ono side side of the church yard was a
granite cross bearing the names of Michel
Croz, erected to his memory, as the Inscrip-
tion recorded, by his fellow puides and can-
tonmen of Valais, On the opposite slde of
thg church, In a sunny nock of the eastern
wall, 1 found the tomb of Rev. Mr, Hudson
and Mr. Hadow. Near them, side by slde,
are buried three other viclims of the precis
pleek.  Acrors from the Mont Cervin holel, on
a grassy knoll surrounded with a garden of
Alpine  plants, stands the English chureh,
and ranged along its west wall Is still a third
row of fombz commemorating other adven-
turere who aspired to scale those mighty
helghts and passed Instead the precipice of
elernily.
MAKING A START.

Returning to the hotel 1 found my guldes
ready to depart, and was delightsl on learn-
Ing that Peter Tangwalder was to bs the
lewder, The other guide was Emil Graven, a
stout young mountaineer of growing reputa-
tion. We started off at once for the hotel
on the Schwartzee highland, where 1 was
to procure proviglons for the party and woolen
atockings and mittens for mysell. On our
arrival there the guides provided themselyes
each with a bundle of fagots, for at the
cabane on the Hornll, where we proposed to
pass the night, we should be far above the
line of vegetation and well within that of per-
petual gnow, and fire would be indizpensable,
The Hornll 1s a Kind of projecting foot of
the Matterhorn. From it a shatiered ridge
runs down toward Zermatt, dividing two deep
valleys choked with ice. The cabane, erected
by the Alpine elub on the upper extremity
of the Hornli ridge, is construcled of slabs
of stone, and stands amid rnow on the verge
of a precipitous slope. Its elevation Is about
10,800 feet above sea level. It s furnished
with an old stove, =lecping platforms, and
woolen blankets, At the cabane, which we
reached about 5:30 p. m., the guldes muade
tea and we partook of a frugal supper. It
was too chilly to linger long outside studying
the mugnificent view, and before 9 o'clock 1
was wrapped in my blanket and trying to
sleep,  But sleep was not easlly weoed with
the Jee-cold alr pinching one's nose and
thoughts of the morrow rising unblidden In
the mind,

Shortly after 2 o'clock In the morning the
guldes were astir preparing breakfast and at
2:30 we stepped out upon the snow, the rope
was unrolled, and the middle of it was tled
around my walst. Each of the guides then
eattached himself to one of the ends, Tang-
walder before and Graven behind me. 1 don’t
know how a ceriminal led to execution feels,
but I know how 1 felt when this suggestive
proceeding was finished.

Theres was as yet no Indication of coming
day. The heavens were cloudless, and the
Matterhorn, rising athwart the Milky Way,
seemed to hang In the sky, blotting out the
stars, Picking up a lantern Tangwalder led
the way around a corner of the stone hut
and out upon an almost level stretch of
snow, from which our feet awoke a low musi-
enl humming In the tense, frosty alr. Al-
most before I was aware of it we were tread-
ing on the edge of a preciplee which seemed
in the darkness of abyssmal depth, while the
ecrusted snow that curled over its brink fre-
quently broke under our welght. The first
time this thing happened the fmpression
flashed across my mind that I was dropping
through a snow roof projecting from the
precipice like the eaves of a house, How-
ever, thers was no use In shrinking away
from Lhe verge, for the snow fleld was up-
tilted In such a manner that on the oppo-
site side It ran steeply down Into a gull of
black obscurity.

ON THE FACE OF A CLIFF.

Presently we turned to the left, quitted the
enow, and In a moment were out on the face
of a cliff, clinging to crags and ledges with
the upper edge of a glacier dimly visible
far beneath us. I had been in n rather
Jaunty mood heretofore, but thls experience
sobered my mind In an instant. We worked
our way diagonally across the clif until we
reached a higher part of the glacier that rose
to our level, and then stepped out upon the
lee. Here for the first time I heard the
ring of an lee ax culting =teps., It was like
the first shot of the enemy to a new re-
erult, This portion of the glacier was steep
and smooth, and the lamplight occasionally
revenled a huge erack, or one of those round
holes called mouling, into which a person
falling would disappear ae in a well. For
a conslderable distance we ascended on the
back of the glacler, but presently the moun-
tuln became too steep for the lee to get a
Erip upon It, and then we took to the crugs
again, now climbing directly upward, now
working to the right or left around vertical
places,

My Inexperience made the rope a source of
consgiderable perplexity to me, for It was con-
tinually getting tangled with my feet, while
my hands were fully employed above. Then
in crawling sideways on Lhe front of a preci-
pice It was sometimes IneceSsary,, while
hanging on with fingers and toes, to erouch
In order to Save one’s head from knocking
agalnst projectlons above, AL such times T
found the rope particularly troublesome, al-
though It would have afforded my only
chance for life if T had fallen. But after an
hour or two 1 acquired a little skill In
managing it

Climbing in such places by the dim and
uncertain light of a lantern was also some-
what trying, and I was glad when, at last, a
gray dawn broke upon the rocks, and Tang-
witlder blew out his lantern and placed it
In a erevice to be pleked up on our return.
Now, at least, one could see what was below
and above him,

THE HARDEST CLIMB STILL TO COME,

When day began we were high up on the
eastern face of the mountain, that which s
seen from Zermatt, the Itiffel, and the Gor-
nergrat. But the hardest work was yet
before us, Glancing up at the peak 1 saw
it shining in the morning sun, and apparently
as far away and Inpcesssible as the gilded
apex of a thunder cloud. The Immense
ridge, or arete, the continuation of the Homli
that runs down like n great wall between
the Furggen glacler on owne side and the
Matterhory glacler on the olther, wam an
amaging sight, It is crowned with impossi-
ble-looking turrets which, at first glance,
seemed aotually to be hanging over our
heads 1,000 feet above, It was hatd to per-
suade one's self thalt they were nol abont
to fall headlong and involve the entire moun-
taingide In thelr ruin,  Yet I knew that that
feroclous ridge, hacked aod split  and
wrenched Into funtastic and terrifying shapes,
would presently become our only piathwny
to the top of the Malterhorn, It was Just
upder this ridge that we passed (he old
cabin of the Alplone club, now abandoned uud
filled to the door with blue lee.

Higher, we left the face of the mountzin
and got upon the crest of the arete. Iere
were places where one bad to balwaze hin-
sell carefully, while the fatigue resultlog
from the constant use of every lmb did not,
to say the least, Ipcrease one's control over
his muscles, It Is a simple matter 10 stand
on 4 ledge only a few Inches broad when it
1» near the ground; bt put your ledze abeve
cloud level, get up on It out of breath,
let woldd rpace yawr around your feet, and
recollest that it is only the friction of y»ouur
flogers agalust the projectiug rocks beside
you and above your head that retalns you
whers you are, and you will find that a very
entertalning metaphysical element has en-
tered Inlo the problem of how to keep the
center of gravity within the base.

“Where I8 the worst place?" 1 ingulred sey-
ernl times,

“Not yet, not yet.,” was the reply;
shoolder is the worst"

THE FEARFUL “BHOUVLDER'

Kvery vishor t¢ Zermatt will remember
seelng a curious kuob near the middie of
the upper part of the Matierhorn, which ap-
pears Lo preject from the side of the woun-

"*lhe

tain, belng Aark underneath and white with
rnow on  top. The guldes oall this the
“shoulder. It fs & fearful spot, We ap-
proached It by ascending a steep slope of
snow resting opon lce, which, In turn, lay
upon rock that seemed too smooth to held It,
Huving clambered upon the end of the shoul-
der overhanging the tremendous preciples
goen from Zermatl, we were compelled to
turn to the left, for ahead of us everything
dropped out of =ight, This mancuver
brought us upon something that I can only
deseribe as n great knife edge of the moun-
taln, rising sheer out of precipitons depths
and connecting the arste we had just guitted
with the maln mass of the upper part of
the peak. This marvellone ridge, which 1=
algo a portion of the shoulder, Is compoted
of broken roek, cemented with fce, and tipped
with scallops of spow as transiucent as poree-
Inin and beautifully molded by the wind
The rock on the top was In some pliaces buat
n few Inches wide, and the hard snow cap-
ping it ran to a sharp ¢dge, and had fre-
quently to be broken off in order to make
room for the hands and feet, Sometimes
on my feet, sometimes on my hands and
knees, and sometimes outside | got across.

THE WORST OF ALL THE PRECIPICES.

Put when we had attalned the furthér end
of the rldge our situation was not Improved.
We had come up against the face of the
woret of all the preciplees, that which runs
like a coronet rounmd the very brow of the
mountaln,  Heré the rock had very few projec-
tions upon i, nothing that could be ealled
ledges, and to the eye glancing upward it
seemed Impossible that anybody could elimb
upon %o smocth a wall, and one, moresver,
which glistened In many places with a cover-
Ing of thin, transparent lee. Yet elimb 0t
we did, The fingers, the toes, the knees, Lthe
eclbows, necded no separnte urglng= to work
together for the common safety, but all in-
stinctively found Indentations, rugositics,
cracks, and frictlonal surfaces to which they
could, more or less effectively, cling. 1 had
before, In less trying places, learned to pull
off my woolen mittens with my teeth, pre-
ferring, when every movement might involve
the question of life or death; to trust the su-
perior gripping power of the bare fingers.
The startled ear heard freguently the Jingling
of loosened lce beginning a downward jour-
ney of which it would not do to think. Tt
would have been just as well, perhaps, not
to have known that the all-swallowing abyss,
which 1 rather felt than saw, was getting
more and more squarely beneath us, as,
eloping toward the right—we slowly crept
upwaril—wns the 4,00-foot horror, over whose
brink Miehel Croz and hils doomed compan-
lons had vanished from the living world,
And when at length we reached a place of
comparative security It was not possible to
avold a momentary reflection on the fact that
we must go down where we had come up! 1
one were compelled to do such a thing against
his will' It wonld seem 1llke the infilction of
the cruelest torture, The Matterhorn can
teach more self-mastery in a day than the
ordinary mortal acquires in a lHfetime, For-
tunately there was little time for meditation,
No sooner was one breathless scramble fin-
Ished than another determined effort had to
be put forth, And still the far-off summit
rode the sky like a cloud,

Soon after leaving the Shoulder we began
to find, here and there, pleces of rope about
Az large as a clothesline dangling from the
rocks above. They were blackened by the
weather, stiffened with les, and frayed by the
switehings of tempests, so that altogether
their appearance was uninviting. 1 was
warned not to bear too strongly upon them,
but always to keep n grip on the rock and
put most of the weight there. In one or
two Instances small chains took the place of
ropes, and these, though covered with rust,
looked safer; but 1 am inclined to think that
it would be better If they were all away.

THE PERIL OF FALLING ROCKS.

One of the perils of the Mattérhorn comes
from falling rocks, Starting high aloft, they
can find no stopping place. Thelr first touch
Is llke the crack of a gun; the second s an
explosion! In great parabolle curves they
leap and soar untll they burst into shivers.
There ls nowhere so magnificent an object
lesson In the law of gravitation as that pre-
sented by these falling stones of the Matter-
horn. Above the Shoulder we came upon one
of the most perilons localities for falling
rocks, and hurried over it, yet none {fell
while we were there. More than once, when
completely out of breath with the unaccus-
tomed excrtions I had put forth, I begged
for & moment's respite to recover my wind,
the guides would not allow a pause, saying
that a shower of stones might assail us at
any instant, There |8 no question that they
were right; yet, as a matter of fact, no stone
fell snear us during the entlre ascent and the
subsequent descent. Indeed, I do not re-
member that among all the victims of the
Matterhorn a single one has been killed by
a falling rock. But a gulde once had his
haversack cut in two by a flylng stone that
Just missed hils shoulders, and several
climbers have been Injured by such misslles,
Ordinarily thege projectiles, like great shells,
give abundant warning of thelr approach.

The arrival on the summit was as sen-
sational an experience as any one could wish
for. We had got upon another spindling
ridge as narrow as that at the Shoulder,
and pieces of frostwork cornice fell at a
touch and shot déwnward in a maonner that
mnde one exceedingly careful of his foot-
fteéps, The preciplee under this ridge on the
left band slde was not merely vertieal, It
absolutely overhung, and the necessity of
caution kept my attentlon fixed upon the
work Immediately at hand, so that before 1
wns fully aware how near we were to the
end 1 suddenly heard Tangwalder shout:
“The top!"

"Yes, monsieur,
Graven behind me.

I took three steps—and another would have
sent me whirling 6,000 feet down into Italy!

THE SUMMIT AND A LOOK ABOUT.

Although the summit of the Matterhorn
gradunlly changes in ghape, partly through
disintegration of the srhistore voek, but
mainly In consequence of variations In the
amount of snow resting upon it, it has al-
wiays been described by those who have
feen it from time to time sinee Mr. Whym-
per's vislon, as n narrow ledge between 300
and 400 feet In length, and in some places
not wide enough to stand upon. That was
also its appearance as [ saw |t, At the
highest point a comb of rock projected
through the snow, and I knocked off a plece
and put It In my pocket,

The view ranged over the whole of Switzer-
land (except, ¢f course, that zome of the
surrounding mountainsg hid one another as
well ag the valleyr between them) and over
northern Italy as far as the Apennines. The
snowy dome of Mont Blanc rose high above
all the peaks in the west., The nearer Alps,
Monte Rosa, the Dent Blanche, the Gabel-
haorn, the Hrelthorn, the Rothhorn, the
Rimpfschhorn, glenmed {n the sunsghine, and
great glaclers were spread out llke floors on
the east, the north and the west. Zermatt
was visible far, far below on the Swiss side,
but Breull, at the Itallan foot, was under a
cloud, Most of the plain of Lombardy was
also buried in mist, and & very remarkable
spectacle was produced by the pouring of
white clouds from Italy over the mountain
wiall Joining the base of the Matterhorn with
the Theodulhiorn. Thousands of feet beneath
us these billowy clouds roge from the Val
Tournache, surmounted the lofty walls, and
then tumbled in & ecateract  down  Into
Switzerland, Swirling fand toeesing they
swept a short distance across the Furggen
and Theodul gaclers and then, In midair,
vanished. There was no cessation in the ad-
vance from the ltalian side, no thinuing out
of the clounds behind, yet beyond a certain
line they could not go, could not exist, but
on reaching it melted instantly into nothing-
ncss,

the top!" called out

THE DESCENT,

A wind that would hardly have been notleed
below proved disagreeable here, and we re-
mained but a short thme on the summit.
Even the most experienced guide cannot
enter lightly upon a descent from the Mat-
terhorn, and for a beginner the mere ldea
of going down some of the places we had
come up was a thing to be banished from the
mind as quickly as possihle. It was to be
done, but it was not to Be thouxht of in
advaunee of the doing. The cheerfulness of
the situation was not enhanced for me by
the faot that durlug the latter half of the
climb 1 had been suffering from mountain
sickuess, brought on by the combined efeots
of strong tea, rare alr and exhausting mus-
cular lahor., It 48 as hard an il o bear as
seaslcknoss, but luckily it does ol affect the
head -at least It did not o my case. If It
had done sa | should have been unable to
proceed, for on the Mutterhorn vertigo is
entirely Inadmissible, If you canunol stand
utmoved with your toes over (e margin of
& precipies, you have no buslness there. |

wonder what would be the fate of a person
who sheuld boootne helplessly 1l on the top
of that mouutain, There is ng shelter and

Ure of The mUSIC Wil De the | Bler. TR wize, ¥o cemwy. mm& [ty s, was

no means of shelter J’I' enowy and windy
ridge, and one who ? not cémmand of all
his faealties conld B9 M possibility descend
from It. Bome years sgo 2 gilde, selsed with
slekness at the hut ofF the Ttallan side, nearly
2000 feet below the stfmmit, was left alone
by his comrades whlle they went down after
help, When the resoggrs arrived the man
was dead. A subsequ writer declared the
slick man had been demned to death by
the mere act of leaying him there. Buat, In
any case he could hdrdly have been taken
down alive, although he was below all the
most difeult places, !

Carcfully treading jonce more
topped ridge we bogay the descont. Tte worst
feature immediately - ame manifest.; the
eyes could no longer dAvoid the vacuity that
gaped beneath us. Tangwalder, in virtue of
his greater experience, now assumed the last
place, where he conlddend the most effective
ald If a &lp occurred £7 remalned In the mid-
dle, and Qraven led. Constant vigllance was
the price of life, Theoretleally, and 1 belleve
practically as well, the rope by which one is
fastened to his guldes v an assurance of com-
parative safety for all three; yet there wore
miny points where 1 could not he'p winlering
whether If 1 should slip Tangwalder, man of
iron though he wae, would not come tumbling
alter me, and where | was mortally certain if
ane of the others fe!l T should go dlong with
him into the depihe. Fortunately there was
fno test cage; 1 41 not make & misstep or A
sllp at any critieal point, In the most dan-
Berous places only one person moved at a
time, The leading guide went on until he
was g0 placed that he could get a good grip
on the rocks, or a safe hold with his lce ax.
Then T followed and took his place, whila he
pushed on to another holding, and then the
last man Joined me, and It became my turp
to move agalin.

FISHING WITH THE TOES FOR INVISI.
BLE LEDGES,

It was with a pecullar sensation that one
npproached the verge of a preciplee, and,
turning on hils face, began to let himself down
backward, feeling with his toes for ledges
that he could not =ee, and that might not ex-
ceed a fraction of an inch In width, but to
which he must intrust as much of his welght
as hig fingers, clutehing similar projections
above, were unable to support, while, with
otie leg dangling, he resched down for another
precarious foothold And whenever he glancod
between his body and the rock to see what
his feet were about he caught a theilling
glimpse of preciplee below preciplee and crag
under crag, whose plaything he would become
If his head dizzied, his eyes swam, or hils
muscles refused instantly to perform thelr
whole duty. Such are some of the joys of the
Matterhorn! 1 do not say it mockingly.; 1
am giving a record of psychological impres-
slons, and these things, like any mastering of
human weakness, are a joy in recollection,
Burke proved that terror is @ source of the
stiblime, and sublimity {s certainly a source
of joy.

The work of descent was not as exhausting
fo the physical forces as that of ascent, but
it wag even a heavier tax on the nerves, and
it required an equal expenditure of time,
We had been about seven hours in climbing
from the cabane to the summlt, a distance
but little exceeding o mile in an alf line, and
we were long In getting back to the cabane
again, The guides, of course, could have
made the round trip much quicker, perhaps
In half the time, but not belng trained in
such work 1 required frequent stops to re-
cover my breath, as well as to Btruggle with
the nautea which did not leave me when we
got to the top, but accompanied me down to
the Schwarlzsee hotel, where it finally
yielded to a good night's sleep. 1 would not,
however, convey the Impression that the
Euides, if unaccompanied, would be in any
degree careless, although they might travel
more rapidly. There are no more carcful
men in the world. “They consider the con-
sequences of every wtep’ before they take it,
for they know better than anybody else that
their lives depend upbn thelr caution,

GOING DOWN BACKWARD ON ALL
FOURS,

On the ice slope, covered with snow jus
below the shoulder, we went down bat:ltﬁ-:i::rt;
on all fours, thus disirib ting our weight as
widely as possible, In otder to prevent the
loose snow, now softening by ihe sun, from
starting an avalanche; which would have car-
ried us to Inevitable destruction. When we
reached the glacler aboyd the cabane, which
had witnessed the ginning of our adven-
tures before daylight, It was not without
deep interest that § msaw Its surface dotted
with fragments of rtb.k Ahat had fallen dur-
ing our dhsence, aud some of “whieh had
plowed and gouged: the jve right In our
track. When we passed before sunrise the
cliffs above were hard frozem: Later the
morning sunbeams fallilng upon them had
released the rocks pried loose by the frost
over night, but held until then in the grip
of the lce, and sent them spinning downward.
On our return In the afternoon the sun had
left the cliffs again, and the falling of rocks
had practically ceased,

We paused to make a cup of tea at the
cabane, and while Tangwalder and Graven
were bullding a fire I stood outside, the
spectator of a curlous phenomenon, The sun
wias hidden behind the Matterhorn and an
immense beam of lght, 40 degrees in longth,
like the tall of a glgantle comet, extended
stralght out from the apex of the peak and
seemed to be brandished over Switzerland.
It required but little Imagination to pleture
a mlghty angel standing there to guard the
paradise ol snow against the intrusion of
mortal footsteps from the lower world, and
I could readily understand how such mete-
orologleal wonders as this must have been
potent in producing those early traditlons
which procinimed the Matterhorn a sacred
mountaln  whoss secrets were forbidden to
man,

When we reached the Schwartzsee the
magnificent mountain had rolled a cloudy
turban about Its head, and an Englishman,
with his guldes, whom we met on thelr way
to the cabane, réeturned the next forenoon re-
porting that upon ascending to a point be-
low the shoulder they had been driven back
by hall.  When I egain saw the sun shining
on the peak (8 terrific preciplees had their
brows enclreled with chaplets of new-fallen
HNOW,

DOES A CLIMB UP THE MATTERHORN
PAY?

I have been asked twenty times It the
view from the top of the Matterhorn repays
one for the effort expended fn elimbing it
No, it does not, But, then, it Is not for
the view that ome elimbs the Matterhorn,
SBome of my friends appear to think that
I had an idea of establishing an observatory
on the top of the mountain. An observa-
tory would be useless if It could be pluced
there. The atmosphere of the Alps is not
the kind of alr the astromer i in gearch
of, I had no ulterlor purpose whatever.
Do you not knaw thot there are some things
which are worth doing for thelr own sake?

GARRETT P. SERVISS,
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TELL TALE SHADES.
Charncter of the ll:l-;l—l:a Told by the Win-
dow Blinds.

“T don't know anything about the front of
a houseé that more clearly Indlcates the char-
acter and conditlon «f the Inmates than the
widow shades,” sald'm young woman of ob-
servation to the New York Sun, "If you see
the shades all drawn down o preclsely the

same level in every window you can tell at
cnee that the house |s occupled by a single
family and that the mistress {5 of a seversly
orderly apirit, There'll not be a thing out of
Its mocustomed place In that house you can
rest mssured. If the shades of all the up-
gtairs windows are drawn down to the top
of the bottcm sash, while those of the parlor
are drawn clear down, you can safely judge
the family of that house to be one of those
essentinlly domestic ones that live mostly up-
stolrs; where the be@room |8 &t cnee the
wile's sewling rovin and the hushand's library,
and where the parlor Is only opened on
stiute occaslons. If the bedroom window
blinds in the middle ptory are half way down
while these on the top fldor and of the parlor
ATE RWAY Up, You won't be wrong in saying
that that house s ruled by the young folks,
who are golng to have & flood of sunihine in
thelr bedrodcms even If It does fude cut the
matting, and who are not golng to have the
parlor smelling like & musty old church,

“The room with that oue window blind
run clear up to the top I8 cecupled by 8 man:
and If you see the window shades at different
helghts you take it for granted that they
have let lodgings there or that the house-
keeplng is of a decldedly frowsy character,
One of the most unfallingly ind!cative shades
Is that which runs diagonally across the
wind:w with one corner close under the
roller and the other helf way down the
sash, The womau of that window is a slattern
and It's bables to bodkins that the growler
Is rarely emply there,

“These are, of course, oply the bicad in-
dications of the character resading that may
be d pe trom the position and wag of the eye-
lids of & house; fur | suppose It Is pot forcing
a fgure of speech o say that i the windows
are the eyes of & bouse the sbades arv the
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JOHN JAMES AUDUBON.

Remarkable Work of the First American |
Naturalist. |

In the days when Loulslana was a provinee |
of Spain, a little dark-eyed boy used to wan- |
der among the flelds and groves of his
father's plantation studying with eager de-
Hght the works of nature around him.

Lylng under the orange trees watching the
mocking bird, or learning from his mother's
lips the names of the flowers that grew In
every corner of the plantation, he soan caime
to feel that he was part of that beautiful
world, whose langunge was the songs of
birds and whose boundaries extended to every
place where a blossom 1ifted its head above
the green sod. No other companions suited
him so well, and no roof scemed =0 secure
as that formed of the dense foliage under
which the feathered tribes resorted, or the:
caves and rocks to which the curlew and
cormorant rfetired to protect themselves from
the fury of the tempest. In these words we
read the first chapter of the life history of
John James Audubon, the American natural-
ist and the author of one of the early classics
of American literature.

In those early days his father was Audu-
oon's teacher and hand in haud they searched
the groves for new speclmens, or lingered
over the nests where Iny the helpless young.
It was the father who taught him to look
upon the shining eggs as flowers In the bud
and to note the different characteristios
which distingulshed them. These excursions
were gefsons of Joy, but when the time came
for the birds to take their annual departure
the joy was turned to sorrow. To the young
naturalist a dead bird, though beiutifully
preserved and mounted, gave no pleasure.
It seemed but a mockery of life, and the
constant eare needed to keesp the speclmens
in good econdition brought an additional gense
of Joss. Was there no way In which the
memory of these feathered friends migth |
oe kept fresh and beautiful? He turned in
his anxiety to his father, who In answer laid
befors him a volums of illusirations. Audu-
hon turned over the leaves with a new hope 1
In his heart, and although the pletures were
badly executed, the idea satisfied him. Al-
though he was unconsclous of it, it was the
moment of the birth of his own great life-
work. Pencil in hand he began 1o copy ni-
ture untiringly, although for a long lime he
produced what he himself called but a family
of cripples, the sketches belng burned regu- |
larly on his birthdays. But no fallure could
stop him and he made hundreds of sketches
of birds every year, worlh less almost in
themselves hecause of bad drawing, but valu-
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Meantime for education the boy had been
Wken from Loulsiana te France, the home
of his father, who had wished him to be-
come a soldler, sallor or engineer. For a few
hours dally Audubon now studied mathe-
matics, drawing and geography, only to dis-
appear in the couniry when study hours were
over, and return with eggs, nests or curlous
plants. His rooms looked like a museum of
natural history, and the walls were covered
with drawings of French birds.

For one year he wrestled dutifully with
problems and theorems, counting himself
happy If by any chance he could fily to the
country for an hour to take up his acqualnt-
ance with the birds; and then the father ad-
mitted the ron’s unfitness for military pur-
sults and sent him to America to take charge
of gome property.

Audubon was then 17 years of age and
had but one ambltion in life—to live In the
woods with his wild friends,

He was the besl skater in all the country
gide: at balls and parties he was the smuatéur
master of ceremonies, gayly teaching the
newest steps and turns that he oblained in
France, In the hunt {t was Audubon,
drosscd, perhaps, in satin breeches and
pumps, fer he was a great dandy, who led
the way through the almost unbroken wilder-
ness,  Add to this that he was an expert
swimmer, once swimming the Schuylkill with | =
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n companion on his back; that he could play
any one of half a dozen [nstruments for an
impromptu dance, that he could plait a set
of plenlo dishes out of willow rushes; train
dogs and do a hundred other clever things
end It |8 eéary to sée why he wus @ general
favorite,

purchase money. Agnin he was cheated in
the clearing of a tract of timber,
But his studles in natural history always
went on. When he had no money to pay
hils passage up the Missiseippl, he bargained
to draw the portralt of the captaln of the
His private rooms were turned steamer and his wife as remuneration. When
museum. The walls were covered with | he needed boots, he oblalned {them by
festoons of birds' eges, the shelves crowded | sketching the features of u friendly shoe-
with fishey, snakes, lizards and frogs: the | maker, and more than onee he paid his hotel
chimney displayed stuffed  squirrels  and | billg and saved something besides by sketeh-
opossums, and wherever there was room Ing the fuces of the host and his family.
hung his own palntings of birds. It was On the other hand, his adventures in search
the holiday of his life for the young lover of of materlal for his work were romantic
nature and he enjoyed it with good will. enough to satlsfy the most ambitlous trav:ler.
Here suddenly the idea of his great work | From Florida to Labrador und from the
came to him as he was one day looking over | Atlantic to the then unknown reglons of the
his drawings wnd descriptions of  birds, | Yellowstone he pursued his wuy, often alone,
Suddenly, as It seemed to him, though his | and not seldom in the midst of dungers
whole lite had led to It, he concelved the which threatened 1if> [Lself. He hunted
plan of u great work on American ornithology. | buffalo with the Indisns of the Greal Plalns,
He began his gigantic undertaking as a | gnd lived for months In the tents of the
{uuﬂur in the school of nature, wherein he flerce Sioyx. He spent a season iy
had been so faithful a student, for he now winter camp of the Shawne:s sleoping
faw with joy that the past which had often ) ' . , i
scemed idle had been in reality rich with NEAPDOG In 8 bullalo robo, before the grent
labors that were to bear frult. i fire and living upon wild turkey, bear's
Season  after sesson from the gulf to g;’nulne and ll:.)miblfll}ﬁ. Heére he made studles
Canada and back again these winged creatures of deer, boars, COUgars, !
of the air wended their way, glopping to hatel turkeys, prairie hens and other bivds, For
. days he drifted down the Ohio In & flat-

and breed their young, becoming acquainted
; A RTAY S, bottomed  boat, searchis the ninhabited
iy laulsiana orange groves, and New Eog. shores for !Il:l'l.‘lllll'lin ‘H.]:l‘; ih':ng e Ilrf:-J of

land apple orchards, now Autterir ;
Kindly =oclability round the tl“c-illnlgsmur ‘!‘":_l': the frontiersman, whose dally food must be
and agaln seeking lonely eerles among In- supplied by his own exertlons.
accesslble  mountain  tops, pursuing  their his studies would tuke hilm far into the dense
courag at all time almost without the thought | fOrests of the west, where the while man
and cognlzance of man. had never trod, and the only thing that sug-
It was Audubon who was the conqueror gested humanity, would be the emoke rising
miles away form the evening camp fire of

It not the discoverer of this aerlul world of
song, of which he became the immortal hig- | ¥ome fndish hunter as lapely. as himsplf,

torlan, It was his untiring zeal which BaAVe
thus early to American lterature u Kifern-
tific work of such vast magnitude and im-
portance that It astonished the selentists of | Dis
Europe and won for Its:If the fame of being
the most gigantle bibliea) enterprise ever
undertaken by a single {odividual. To do
this meant & life of almost constant change,
and Audubon can hardly have hud an abld-
Ing place after his first serious beginning.
The wide continent became his home and he | bon found it te be o sen eagle. Ho numed
tound his dwelling wherever the winged | It the Washington =agle in honor of
tribes sought shelter from the wind and | George  Washington.  Walllng two  vears
storm, His pursult was often interrupted | Jonger he waw ublo to olitain & specimen,
by occupations necesvary for the support of | from which he mids the pleture given in his
his family, for al his father's death he had | work,  This s but one example of the
Elven to his sister hie share of the estute | troless patience With which he prosesuted
and so became entirely dependent upon his | his studles, years of waltlng connting ax
own elforts for a lveliiood; but mt all tipes, | pothing if he could but gain his end.

no matter what his situation, bis heart was Some of his dAlrcoverien fn ihis Kingdom
in the wild relreats of nature. Traveling | of the birds Le relates with & romantic en-
through the west and south jn search of | thusieem,  Throughout the entire  work
fortune, as well as of specimens, his exporl. | thers rons the oole of warmest sympiathy
lenoey were often disenchanting, At with the lives of these creatures of the alr
ville and New Orleans he would be and sunshine. He tells us of their hapex
to muke crayon portralts of the principal | 40d hoves and Inlerests, from the tHme of
citizens In order to ralse the money for | the nest<making till the young had fewn
family expenses. Agaln he taughl drawing; | away. The fresdom of bird Hfe, ts Lappl-
e merved as tutor in privete families, and | ness, [t8 experiences wnd trugedies appeal
In order to secure funds for the publication |to him ws do shoce of humenlty, The
of his work, He earned 32,000 by dancing | discovery of a new species fn riported as
lessong, the Jargest sum  he sver earned. | rapturously as ths mews of w new  slar,
Many business speculations enlisted Audu- | Once in Labrador, when he wun making
bon's bopes, but all falled utterly Once he | ptudles of the vgge, hils son brought to
embarked Lis money In a steam mill which,

bellg bullt In so unfit place, soon  fallid,
At another time he bought a  steambost
which, proving an unlucky speculation, was
sold o & shrewd buyer who pever paid the

into a

small wvessel ascending the Misstesippl, he
liead, Convinced that jt wak a new
specied, he walted patlently for two years
before he agoln bad w glimpse of I Aying,
in lazy ftreedom
whera I8 young were nested.

the place and

Clinbing o
watching like an Indian in
ambush until it dropped to Its nest, Audu-
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wbove his head. To Audubon's delight, It
wig that rare spechinen the gerfaleon,
whose white plumage bed herstofore sluded
the efforts of paturalista te obimio it. While

the |
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Sometimes |

Once as he lay stretehed on the dick of al
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cheaper
The work Is now very
Audibion had (e gratification of Knows
ing that bis labors were understood and ap-
preciated by the world of kclence.
| exliibited his pistes In the golleries of Eng-
| lend wnd France, whither he went to obtain
subsariptions, crowds flocked to see hilm, and
[ the greatest sclentlsts of the age walcomed
“The Mirds of America’
‘was his greatest work, Lhough he was [nters
usted somewhat in general zoology and wrole
en other subjects,
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