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PART 11 —Chapter 1.

Night at last, and the stir and tamult of
A great fight over, Even the excliomont that
had wwept this portion of the hattlefiell—only
& small sectlon of a vaster area of strogsle—
fnte which & Grigade had minrched, held e
own, been beaten back, recoversd iis ground,
and, pursuing, had passed out of it forever,
Yeaving only (ta dead bellnd, and knowing
nothing more of that strugels than
Impact and momentum-—oven this wild exuite-
ment  had  long evapirated with the
siinging *smoke of gunpowder, the acrid amell
of burning ragn from the clothing of a dead

it own

sinca

soldler fired by a burating shell, or the heatad |
ook of sweat and leather. A cool breath
that spemed to bring back ones mare. the
odor of the upturned earthworks #leng the

now dumb lne of battle, began to mave from

the sugres!ive darkness beyvond,

by Dret Harte)

Harte.

most instantly withdrow his leather gannilet
and offered his bared hand to the brigadier.
The words of the heroes are meant. The
drawn up detall, the walting staff, listened,
This was all they heard:

“Hulloek tells me you're from Californial"

“Yer:, gtneral,'

“Ah! 1 lved there, too, In the early days.
Wonderful country, Developed greatly since
my time, 1 suppose?”

“Yeu, general,”

"Great resoureces, Finest wheat growing
country in the world, sir. Yon don’t happen
to know what the actunl orfop was this year?"

“Hardly, general, but gomething enormous.”

“Yex, I always said it would be. Have a
elgar?”

Ha handed

hi® eclgnr ohee t
Then he took one hime=ell, Huehted It 840 the
smouldering end of the il taken
from his mouth, was Abaut to throw the stump |
corelansly down, huat, saddenly rseoliecting |
himsolf, leaned over hls hofse and dr pped it
cnrefully a few Inches away from the fuce of

the hrigadier.

o He

fiut into that awful penctralia of death and |8 ']I i "1':”"" 'lr'“"'tl!'l'T\l‘:'.H"Jlm.' himsell |

- i fnothe saddle he shoved bl lores aealnst the

slleties thiére Was now fo lnvaslon—ther I1ull{!:rlrr.u'|:<-r‘ moving Nim a itle farther on,
been no retreat, A few of the wonnded had | wyie 5 mlight movement of his hand kept the

out under fire, but the olhers
with the dead for the
Nght and suecor,  For it was known that In
that horrible obseurity riderless horses, fran-
e with the gmell of bleod, galloped wildly
hersé and there, or, maddened by wounds,
plunged furlously at the Intruder, that the
wounded soldler, =011 Armed; conid not @l
ways distingulel friend from foe or from the
ghouls of enmp [ollowers who siripped the
dead in the durekness and strugeled with the
dying. A shot or twp heard somewhere In
that obseurlty counted as nothing with the
long fusilade that had swept it in the day-
time; the passing of a single life, more or
lese, amounted to little In the long roll call
of the day's slaughter.

But with the first heams of the morning
sin—and the slowly moving “‘rellel detail”
from the camp—came a wilrd hnlf resuryee-
tion of that ghistly fleld. Then it was that
the long rayvs of sunlight, streaming many a |

been brought

had been left morning

mile beyond the battle line, flrst poluted
out the harvest of the dead where the re-
merves had boen posted, Thire they lay in

I'ul;apn and piles, killed by solid shot or burst-
g shells that had leaped the battle lne to
plunge Into the walting ranks bevond.  As the
gun 1ifted higher ftx beams foll within the
range of musketry fire where the dend lay
thicker, even a8 they had fallen when killed
oulright, with arms extended, and fect af
all angles te the Aeld. Ag It touched
thess  dead  uptorned faces,  strangely
enough it hrought ot no  expres-
sion of paln nor anguish, but  rather oy
If doath hod arrested them only with sure
prise and awe. It revealed on the lips of
those who had been morbally wounded, and
had turned apon thele side, the rellel which
death had brought thelr sulfering, sometimes
even with a smile. Mounting higher, 1t
glaneed upon ' the nctunl battle line, curiously
curving for the sheiter of walls, fences, onnd
breastworks—and here the dead lay, even
a8 when they had lnin and fired, their faces
prone in the grass, Lut their muskets still
resting ncross the breastworks, Exposed to
grape and canister from the battery on the
ridge, death had come to them mercifally
also—through the hewd and throat, And now
the whole Neld lay bare o the sunlight-—
broken with grotesque shadows cast TFrom
sltting, crouching, hall recambent, but always
rlgid, figures, that mlght have besn elligles of
thelr own monuments, One  half-kneellng
soldier, with head DBowed between his stif-
foned hands, might have stoeod for a carven
flgtire of grief at the feet of his dead com-
rade. A eaptain shot through the brain in
the act of mounting a wall lay sideways half
across It, hig lps parted with the word of
command, and sword stjll pointing over the
barrier the way that they should go.

But It was not untll the sun had mounted
higher that It straek the central horror of the
field and seemed to linger there In dazzling
persistence, now and then returning to It in
gtactling flashes, that it might be seen of
men and those who brought succor., A tiny
brook had ron obliquely near the battle line,
It was Mere Lhat the night before the battle
friend and foe had filled their canteens slde
by side with soldierly recklegsness, or per-
hops a higher Instinet, purposely ignoring
each other's presence, It was here that the
wounded  lind  afterward  cropt,  erawled,
and dragged themselves; hera thay had peshed,
wrangled, striven and fought for a draught
of that precious Muld which assunged the
thirgt of their wounds—or happily pul them
out of their misery forever; here, overborne,
orushed, suffocated by numbers, pouring their
own blood Into the flood and tumbling after
it with their helpless bodles, they dammed
the stream, until, recolling, red and angry,
ft had burst ity banks and overflowed the
eolton fleld In a brave pool that now sparkied
in the sunlight, Hut below thils human dam
—n mile away-—where the brodbl still crept
slugglshly, the ambulanee horses solffed and
started from It

The detnil moved on slowly, doing thelr
work expeditlonsly and apparently call-usly,
but really only with that mechanicsl moyes
ment that saves emotlon. Only once were
they moved to an outbreak of Indignation—
the discovery of the body of an cMeer whogs
pockets wore turned Inside out, but whose
hand was still tightly grasped on his buttoned

walsterat, as Il resisting the outrage that
had been done while still In life. As
“the men disengaged the stiffened hand

B mething slipped from the walstcoat to the

ground, The corporal pieked it up and
_hand:d It to his oMeer. It was a sealed
packel, The offleer recelved It with the

carclesgneces which long experlence of Lhese
thetie misslves from the dylng to their
Iving relations had induced and dropped It
in the pocket of his tunie, with the half dozen
others that he had pleked up that meoening,
and moved on with the detuil. A littls
further on they halled In the attitude of
attention as a mounted oficer appeared Mding
slowly down the line,

Thert was  something
habitual respect of their superior In their
fages as he came forward, For it was the
general who hnd commanded the brlgade the
dny bifore—the man who leapsd with one
bound into the forwnrd vank of military
leaders. It was his invineible spirit  that
had led the advance, held back defeat agalnst
overwhelyiing numbers, sustalned the rally,
Impressed his subordinate officers with his
own undeviating purpose, and even Impressed
amoeng them an ulmost superstitions bhellef in
hix destiny of sucessk, I was this man wh
?d fdone what It was deemsd fmposeible to

o—what even at this time It was thought
unwiso and unstrategle to do—who had Held
A woak position, of apparently no {mportanee,
under the mandats of an incomprehensible
order from his superlor—which at best asked
only for a sacrifice and was rewarded with a
victory, He bad declmated his brigade, but
the wounded and dylng Lud cheercd Lhm as
he passed, and the survivors had pursued the
enemy uatll the bugle called them back.
Foi such 8 recend he looked still too young
and even effeminate, albsit his handsome face
wos dark and serlous and his  manner
tacitirn,

His quick eye had alieady canght sight of
the rifled body of the oMeer and contractod,
As the captaln of the detull suluted him, he
sald, curtly:

“I thought the orders were to fire upon any
one degecrating the dead?”

“They ware, general, but the Lyenas don't

Ive ur a chance, That's all yonder poor fel-

W gaved from thelr olawe" rveplivd the
ofticer, an he held up the sealed packet, It
bas ne address.’’

The general tuok It, examined the envelope,
thrust It tute bis belt, and seld, I will take
charge of 0"

They sound of horses' hoofs ecame from the
rocky roadulde behind the bush,  Doth men
turned. A pumber of feld ollicers wera ap-
praaching, “The division stalf* sald the
captain In a lower volee, falling back.

They came slowly forward, a contral figure
on A gray borse leading here, as lo Wistcry.
A short, thiek-set man with @ grigeled bear.”
closcly cropped arcund an inscrutable w.uth,

the serious formalily of n respeolable
o0uiiry deacon In his aspeet, which even the
slngle star on the shoulder strap of his loose

more than the

and aoldlerly eept ig the saddle
m mn l'%lﬂuiy obirtefu'l&!. he La m-';l-
dently Ived the general of bri

and quickensd hiv horse as the latter drew
he alafl followed wiere lslaurcly, but

staff from fallowing
“A heavy lows here!"
“I'm afrald s» general,”
“Tt couldn't be helpeid. We had to rush in
your brigadoe to gain time,, and oceupy the
enemy untll we could change front.”
The young meneral looked at the shrowd,
ool eyus of his chiel. “Change {ronl?" he
eelinedd, |
“Yes, Nefore a4 gun gas fred 1t appeared
that the encmy was I complite possesslion
of all our plans, and %knew every detall of onr
formed movements, AN had to he chan
The younger man now dnstantly nnderstood
the Incamprehensible order of the day before,
The general of diviston econtinadd: "You un-
dorstand, therefore, General Drant, that in
the face of (his extracrdinary treachery the
ntmast vigllanesa is vequired, and a eomiplete
surveillance of your camp followers and elvil-
inns to doteet the aotudl ¥py within onr lhes, |
01 =tllor we pre harboring who Has Dbe- |
come puasessed of this informuation. You \\‘Illi
averhaul your brigade, and weed out all «-.u.--|
|

peotd, and In the position which you are to
take tomorrpw and the plantation veun will |
netupy, you will see that yonr private quar-
1ers, as well as your lines, are cleored of all
but those you eare nidch for.!  Ha refied in
lis lorse, again extonded his hand, saluted,
aml refoined lits stafr.

Brigadier  General  Claronee irant  re-
milned for a moment with his head Lent in
pdimdring contemplution of the coplness of
hin wvoteran ehief nnder this exciting dls-
closure and the steategy with which he hod
frustrated  the traitors’ suceoss Then his
eye caught the sealed preket in his  belt,
e mechonieally deew it ont amidl brole the
sexl, The envelope was filled with papers

| grent

A clew to hie wife's participation In 1L, near
or remote. There was riek enotigh In the
former course, which his duly made _im-
perative. He hardly dared to think of the
past day's slaughter, which, thete wis no
donbt now, had been dee to, the previous
work of the =py, and how hiz brigade had
boen selected, by he lrony of fate, to suffer
for and yet retrleve It, If she had & hand
In this wicked plot, ought he to spare her?
Or were hin destiny and hers to be thus mon-
sirously linked together?

Luckily, however, the exposure of the chief
offénder and the timely discovery of his pn-
pers enabled the division eommander 10 Keep
the affalr discrestly silent, and to enjoin equal
shoreey on the part of Brant. The latter,

tary protest, but he A4 not 1ot his subordinate
fe0 the uneapingss with which it filled him,

'Show her (0" he sadd quietly.

But she had niready entered, brushing
seornfully past the ofMcer, and drawing her
pkirt aside ax If contaminated. A very
pretty southern girl, ecornful and red-lpped,
olad In a gray riding hablt, and still earry.
Ing her riding whip clenched ominously In
her slim, ganntleted hand,

“You have my pormit In your hand,’”" she
sald brusquely, hardly ralsing her eyex to
Brant. ‘1 suppoze (s all straight enough,
and even If it Isn't, T don't reckon to bte
kKept walting with those hirclings."

“Your ‘permit’ in ‘stralght enough,’ Miss
Faulkner,” sald Brant slowly reading her

however, did not relax lle vigilancs, and after
the advance the next day he maille a mindte
Inepection of the ground he wak Lo ocoupy,
Its approwches and conneetion with the out-
Iving country anmd the rebel lines, Inoreased
the stringency of plekst and septry reguin-
tlone, and exerclved a rigld sarvelllance of
noncombatants anl clvilians within the lines

oven to the lowest canfeener or camp fol-
lower. Then he turned his attentlon to the
house he was fo ocoupy as his headquariers.

It was a fine specimen of the old eolonial
planter's house, with ite broad verandas, |ts
detnched offtces andl negro quarters,
and had, thus far. escaped the ravages and
blletting of the war. 1t had been ocenpled

by Its owner up to a few days before the
éngagement, and so great had been the cons
fidenee of the epemy in thelr Suctess that It
had . been tsed ds  the ‘confederate  lead-
quirters on the mornlng of the decisive hal- |
tle, Jasmine and rose, ungiained by the
sulphur of gunpowder, twined around its
rained  columns and bindf hid the recessed
windows; the oearoless flower garden was
gtill In fts unkept and unplocked  luxu-
rinnee, the court yard before the stables

nlone showed marks of the late military oc-
cupnney, and was puiverized by the uneisy
horse hoofs of the walting staff, Tut the
mingled ltpress of barbarle prodigality with
patriarehal simplicity was still there in the
Aomestle arcangements of a rice who lHyed
on equal terms with strangers and Lhelr own
Hervints,

The negro servants still remained with a
cortain eat-Hke Ndelity to  the pace and
adapted themselves to the northern Invaders
with a ehlld-like enjoyment of the novelty
of the chunge. Hrant, neveritheless, looked
them ovir with an expeérienced eye, and sat-
tafied himeslt of thele trustworthinesk: there
wore the usunl number of “boys,” groy-
halred and geiwzlod In body kervice, and the
“marmmies” and “nuntiex’™ of the kitchen.
There wore two or Lhrée rooms in the wing
wliieh etill contalned private articies, ple-
tures and souvenirs of the famliy, and a
“soung Indy's" boudolr which Brant, with
characteristio delicacy, Kept carcfully isolnted
and Intaet from His milityry housenold, and
aecersibie oenly to the famify servants, The
room he had selected for himsell was nearest
It—n gmall, plainly furnished apartment with

an almost conventual shmpliclly In Its cold,
white walls and draperies antdl the narrow,
nun=Hke bed, It struck him that It mdght

have belonged to some prim older daughter |

or malden sunt who had acted o8 lhiguse-
kooper, as It commanded the wing and the
sorvanig' offlees with easy access to the cen-
tral hall

There

followed n week of inactivity, in

and  memorandums, As he glanced at
them his face darkened and his brow Knit
Ho glanced quickly around him. The stafl
had trotted away; the captain and hig de-
tall were continuing thelr work at o Mttle
distangce, He took a long breath, he was
holding in his hand a tracing of their po-
sitlon, even of the position he was to oes
cupy tomorrow and a  detalled account of
the movements, pluns and force of the whole
diviklon neg had been arranged in council of
wiar the day beforg the battle, But there
was no Indication of the wrlter or his iIn-
tentlons,

He thrust che papera hurrfedly back into
the envelope und plaeed It this time In his
breast. He galloped toward the captain,

“Let me see the officer from whom you
took that packet?

The ceaptain led him to where the body lay,
with others, exténded more decently on the
grass awaiting  removal General  Brant
with diiculty suppressed an ejaculation.

“Why, it's one of our own men!" he sald
qulekly.

“Yes, general, They s=ay It's Lieutenant
Walnwright, a regular of the division sup-
ply department,"

“Then whiat was he dolng here?"
General Brant, sharply.

“T can't make out, sir; unless he went into
tho last advance as a volunteor, Wanted
to see the fight, 1 reckon. He was a dash-
Ing fellow, a West Poluter—and a southerner,
too—a Virginlan."

“A Viegiofan!"' echoed Brant, quickly,

“"Yes, uir,”

“Hearch lLim again,” sald Brant quietly,
He bhad recoversd hls wsual ooolness, and as
the captaln again examined the hody, he
took out hig tablets ard wrote a few lines.
It was an order to search the quarters of
Lieutenant Walnwright and bring all papers,
letters and documents (o him, He then
beckoned one of the detall toward him.
Take that to the provost marshinl ol once,
Well, captain,'” he added calmly, us the
offieer again approasched him, “what do you
find 7"

“Only this,” returned the eaptaln, with a
half emile, producing o small phistograph, *'1
gsuppose It was overlooked, oo, He handed
it to Brant,

There was a ctudden fAxing of the com-
manding ofMeer’'s eyes, but Lis face did not
otherwise change, ™

usked

“The usual find, geoeral. Bul th's time
rather a handsome woman.'
“Very," sald Clarence Brant quietly, It

wus the poriralt of his own wile!
PART IL.—Chapler 1I.

Bo complete was hls control of wvoiee and
wanner that ag he galloped Back to his quar-
ters no one would have dreamed that General
Brant had Just looked upon tho likeness of his
wife froms whom he had parted In anger four
years ago. Btill less would they have sus-
pected the gingular fear that came upon him
that In eome vague way she was connected
with the trgnchery he had just discovered.
He bad heard from hLier only once, and then
through her late husband's lawyer in regard
to her Californla property, and believed that
she had goue to ber relations In Alabama,
where she had Mentificd herself with the
outhern causeé even to the sacrifice of her
private fortune, e hed heard her name
mentionegd I Lhe acuthern press as o fascinat-
ing soclety leader, and even coudjutrix of
gouthern politiclans—but he had no reason
to belieye that sho had taken so active or so
desperdte a part in the struggle. He tried
to think thut his uneaziness sprang from his
recollection of the previous treachery of Cap-
taln Plockocey, and the part that she lad
played in the Callfornia’ conspiracy—although
he had long =ings acquitted her of the be-
trayal of another trust, But therd was a fate-
tul similarky [n the, two cases. There was
no doubt that this Ljeviensnt Walnwright
was a treiter in the camp—thet he had suc-
cumbed to the miserpble sophistry of his
olass In regard to bis. superior allegiance to
b native state, But was (here the induce-
ment of ancthier smotlon, or was the photoe-
graph onty the souvenir of a fascinating
riestess of rebeilion whom the dead man
ngd met? There wa Det“ legs of feeling
than scorn fu the first rintlcn. ut
was, noverihelesa, relleved when L vasi
marshal found no lnumuuun: ers In
Walnwright's efiects. Nor did he veveal to
the divislon general the fnding of the photo-

Il with sopie curiosity to witness Lhe mect-
_ firat goneral of the army with the
islon goneral saluted, hut wi-

. It was suficient 1o disclose the work

SAW HIS ADVERSARY COLLAPSE.

which Drant feltl a singular resemblance

name from the docuiment before him, *bhut
an It dacs not seem o Include permilssion
to Insult my ofMcers, yan will perhapi nilow
them fArst to retire,” He made a =ign to
the oMoer, who passed out of the door. As
It closed, he went om In a gentle, but coldly
unimpagsioned volee: ‘4 perceive yon are n
soutliern lady, and themiore 1 noed not re-
mind you that It is not considercd good
form to treat even the slaves of thoke one
does not lke unciwilly, aud 1T must there-
fore expect that yon sl keep your active |
anlmokity for myself."

The young girl lftet her eyes, She had |
evidently not expeotéd to meet L man fo
voung, =5 hand=ome, =0 refined, and W |
coldly Invinelble Inemanner, St less was
shie prepured for that kind of antagonism
In kKeeping up  har  peeconcerted  attitude
townrd the “northern hireling' sho liad met
with afficial brusgueness, contemptyous
sllence, or agerieved Wmdignition—but noth-
Ing ne exasperating as this, She even fancled
that this elegant but sardonle-looking soldier
was Inwardly mocking her, She bit her red
| Hp, but with a scorifal gesture of her riding
whip, sald:

o] peekon that your knowledge of wouthe

ern ludies lo, for certuin reaxons, nol very
extensive,
“Pardon me. 1 have had the honor of

murrying one'

Apparently more exasporated than before
she turned upon him abruptly, “You =iy
my pase l& all right.  Then 1 presume 1 may
attend to the business that browght me
here,"”

SCertalnly, but vou will forgive me if 1
imagined that an expression of contempt for
your hosts wag no part of It. “He rang n
bell on the table, It was responded to by an

orderly, “Bend all the household servants
here." )

The room was presently filled with the
dusky fuces of the negro retainers.  Here

anil there was the gleaming of white teeth,
bt the majority of the assembly wore the
| trus negro acceptunce of the importance of
| *an occasion.'” One or two even affected ap
| uificlal soldierly bearing, And, as i
||‘|:1i}' there were ®¥everal glances
of significant récognition of the stranger.

]I Youwill give," sald Bratt cternly, “‘every
nld and attentlon to the wants of this younig
|1'-|l:.'. who |8 here to represcns the interests of

anid
expeetid,

| your ‘old master. As she will ha ent y de-
pendent upen you noall things conngs with
her visit liere, mep to 3t that sha docs not

have to complain o me of any. Inattention—or
to be obliged to ask for ather assistanes.'’”
As Miss Faulkner, sibeit a trifie paler in
the eheek, but as scornful as aver, wag uboaut
to follow the servant from the roum, Drant
stopped her with a coldly enurteous gerture:
“You will  understand, therefore,  Miss
Faulkner, thnt you have your wish, aod that
vou will net be expozed to any contact with
the members of my military family, nor they
with you."
“Am I then to be a prigoner In this houss -
and under a fres pags of—your—president?”
ehe said indignantly.
“PBy no mean¥. You are free to come and

go and see whom you plause, 1 bave no
pawer to control your actions, but I have
power to control thelre”

She swept furlously from Lhe room. *'That

Is quite enpugh to Ml her with a desirs to
fiirt with every man hers,” sald Brant
himself with a faint =mile, “but I faacy they
have had a taste enough of her quality.'”
Nevertheless, he kot down and wrole a few
lines to the division commander, pointing out
that he had already placed the owner's pri-
vale property under striet surveillanee, that
it was cared for nnd perfectly preserved by
the household servants, and that the pass
was evidently obtalned as a subterfuge. To
this he recelved a formal reply, regretting
that the authorities of Washington still found
it necessary to put this  Kind of,risk and
burden on the army in the fleld, but that
the order emanated from the highest authority
and must be strictly oheved. At the botiom
of the page, however, was a charactoristic
line In the gencral's own hand: ‘‘Not the

In this southern mansgion to the old caga at
Robles. The sfternoon shadows of the deep
verandas recalled the old monastie gloom of
the Spanish house, which even the presence
of a lounging offleer or waiting orderly ennild
not entirely dissipate, and the scant of the
vose and Jasmine from hils windows over-
came him with sad memories. He began to
chafe under this innction, and long again
for the excitement of the march and bivouae,
in which for the past four years he had
buried his past,

He was sitting one afternoon alone bhefore
his reports and dispatches when this Influence
feemed so strong that he half impulsively
lald them nside to Indulge In & long reverle,
He was recalling his last days at Robles, the
carly morning ducl with Plnckney, the re-
turn to San Francisco, and the sudden reso-
lution which sent him that day across the
continent to offer his services to the govern-
ment,  He remembered his delay In the
western town, where o volunteer regiment
was being recrulted, his entrance Into it ns
a private, his rapid selettlon, through the
force of his sheer devotlon and intelligent
concentration, to the captainey of his com-
pany, hig swift promotion on hard-fought
flelds to the head of the regiment, and the
gingular success that had followed his re-
sintless energy, which left him no time to
think of anything but his duty. The sudden
intrusion of his wife upon his career, even
in this accidental and perhaps Innocent way,
liad seriouzly unsettled him.

The shadows were growing heavier and
deeper, it lacked only a few moments of the
#unset bugle when he was recalled to himself
by that singular Instinctive consclousness—
common to humanity—of being Intently looked
at, He turned quickly—the door behind him
cloged softly. He rose and slipped into the
hall,  The tall figure of & woman was going
down the passage. She was erect and grace-
ful, but ns she turned toward the door lead-
Ing to the oMces, he distinetly saw the gaudlly
turbaned head and black silhoueite of a ne-
gress, Nevertheless, he helted a moment at
the door of the next rcom,

“Ses who Lthat woman 18 who just passed,
Mr, Martin, 8She doesn't seem to belong to
the house,™

The young officer rose, put on hig cap, and
departed. In a few minutes he returned,

“Was she tall, sir—of a good figure and
very straight?"

"?”l."
“She Is a servant of our neighbor's, the
Manlys, who occaslonally visits the servants

here, A mulatto, 1 think."

Brant reflected. Meny of the mulatios and
negresscs were of good Agure, and the habit
of carrying burdens on thelr heads gave them
n kingularly ereet carringe.

The Heutenan! looked at his chief,

“Have you any orders to glve concerning
her, general?”

“No,"” eald Brant after a moment's pause,
and turned away.

The oMcer smiled, It seemed a good story
to tell at mess of this human weakness of his
handsome, réserved, and asestic-locKing 1sader.

A few mornings afterward Brant was Inter-
rupted over his reports by the almost abrupt
entrance of the officer of the day., His face
was flushed, and |t was evident that only the
presence of his superior restralned his ex-
cltement. He held a puper in his bhand,

“A lady presents this order and pass from
Washington, countéersigned by the division
general.”

“A lady

“Yes, slr—she i» dressed as such. But she
hias not only declined the most ordinary clvili-
ties and courtesies we have offered her, hut
has Insulted Mr. Martln and mysell grossly,
and demands to be shown to you alope.*

Brant took the paper. "It was @ special or-
der from the president passing Miss Matilda
Faulkner (hrough the fedegal lines to visit
her uncle's bome, known as “Gray Oaks,'"
now held and ocoupled as the beadquarters
of Braut’s brigade, lu order to arrange for
the preservation and disposal of cértain family
éffects and private properly thal, still re-
mained there, or to take and earry awsy such
property, And luvoking all necessary ald agd
assistgnce from “. United Btales forces In
such Gfcipahey. Tt wal colintersigned by the
division commander. It was purF:ut Tegu-
lar and of undoubted authenticity. He had
heard of pass.s of this Kind--the terror of the

graph
of the traltar whbiout adding what migh be

army—Iisaued in Washl - under _some
strange controlling mw milis

kind that is dangerous,” A flush mounted
Brant's cheeks, as i {t contained not only
a hidden, but u personal significance. Ile
thought of his own wife, -

Singularly encugh, a day or two later, nt
dinpner, the conversation turned upon the in-
lenge sectionnl feellngrof southern womnen—
probably Induced by their late experiences,
Hrant at the head of the tuble, in his habftual
nbstraction, was scarcely following the some-
what exclted diction off Colonel Strangewnys,
one of his staff. “*No, &ir,"" reiterated the in-
dignant warrior, *‘take my word for it, a
gouthern woman Is not to be trusted on this
paint, whether as o sister, sweetheart or
wife. And when she is trusted she's bound
to get the better of the man in any of those
relations!’" The dead sllence that followed,
the ominous joggle of m glass at the speaker's
elbow, the qulek, sympathetic glance that
Brant instinctively felt was directed to his
own face, and the abrupt change of subject,
eould not but arrest hig attentlon—even If he
had overlooked the speech. His face, how-
ever, betrayed nothing, It had never, how-
ever, occurred to him before that his family
affalrs might be known—nelthes had he ever
thought of keeping them a secrel. It scemed
#o purely a personal and private misforiune
that he had never dreamed of Its having any
public Interest. And even now he was a
little ashamed of what he belleved was hig
seneltiveness to mere conventional eriticlsm,
which, with the instinet of a proud man, he
had desplised,

He was not far wrong in his sardonic
intuition of the weoffect of his prohibition
upon: Miss Faulkner's feelings,  Certainly
that young lady, when not engiged in her
mysterious cceupaticne of arranging  her
uncle's effects, occaslonally was seen In the
garden and In the woardq heyond.,  Although
her pregence was the mignal for the “oblique"
of any lounging “shoulder etrap' or the
vacant' “front” of @& pisted wentry, she
seemed to regard thelr occaslonal proximity
with less active digfavor. Once when she
had mounted the wall to gather a magnolin
bloss-m the chalr by which she had de-
scended rolled over, leaving her on the wall,
At a signal from the guerd room two sappers
and miners appeared, carrying o scallong
ludder, wiich they placed silently against
the wall, and as silently withdrew. On ap-
other occasion the same spirited young lady,
whom DBrant was satisficd would have prob-
ably fmperiled her life under fire, in devo-
tiin to her cause, was brought Ignominlously
to bay in the fleld by that most appalling of
domestic anlmals, . the wandering and un-
trammeled cow. Dront could not help smil-
Ing s he heard the gquick, harsh call to
“turn out guard,” saw the men marched
solidly with fixed bayonets to the vicinity
of the affrighted animal, who fled, leaving
the falr stranger to walk shamefacedly to
the house. He was surprised, however, that
she should have halted before his door und
with tremulous indignation sald:

1 thank you, sir, for your chivalrousness
in turning & defensele s woman Into ridleule."

“1 regret, Miss PFaulkoer,” began Brant
gravely, “thut you should belleve that 1 am
able to contril the advances of farm yard
cattle as casily as—"" but he stopped as he
faw that the ungry flash of ber blue eyce, as
she darted from him, were set in tears, A
little remorseful on the following day Le
added o word to lis ordinary cap lifting
when he passed ber, but she retained a re-
proachful sllepce. Later in the day he re-
celved from her serwant a respectful  re.
quest for an interview and was relioved to
find that she entered bis presence with no
triace of her former aggression—hut rathar
with the resignation of a deeply fnjured, yet
not entirely unforgiving wotnan,

“1 thought,” shé began ocoldly, “that |
ought to inform you dbat 1 would probably
be able to conclude my business here by th
day after tomorrow, s that you would then
bo relieved of my premence. I am awhre, In-
deed,” she added, bitterly, “I could scarcely
help perceiving, that it has been an  ex-
oeedingly Irksome ane'

“1 trust,"” beganiBeant, coldly, “that no
gentleman of my command has—"'

“Not!'" she ioterrupted him guickly, with a
return of her former maannber and a paseion.
ate sweep of ber hand, “do you suppose for
4 moment that I sm speaking—thel I am
even thinking—of them! What are (hey to
mel)

“Thank you, T ape xlad to know that
they are nothing, andi that I may now trust
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Make a presentation worthy of yourself—make it one of everlasting
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not begin to express an idea of the thousands of new Christmas
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5th and Douglas Streels. Open Evenings till Christmas, '
. L
- Rugs as Giits
Are desirable, as one never has too many and so Tittle money buys a
handsome present.  Qur December Rug Sale surpasses all others.  We
have prepared for it, and no lot of rugs has been too large tor this sale.
Our experience of Jast year proved to us that great quantities could be
sold at low prices,
SMYPNA RUGS— -
> UR RUGS—
6 leet by 3 feet......83.75 A M,' 2 _
60 inch by 30 inch..... 2,350 54 inch by 28 inch,
54 inch by 26 inch..... 2.10 white, black,gray, each $2.50
48 inch by 21 inc 5 RIS ) “
JS .le.l by ,1‘ l_mh. 1.30 TURKISH PRAYER RUGS—
36 inch by 18 inch. .... 1.00 Each $7.50. $9.00 and §1
S 5 tach $7.50, $9.00 ¢ 00,
MOQUETTE RUGS— PR A
72 inch by 36 inch.....$3.73 e
00 inch by 27 inch. ... 2.50 See this Christmas Rug display |
30 inch by 18 inch..... .90 in west window.

Orchard & Wilhelm

CARPET CO.
1414-16-18 Douglas St.
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