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"earts, donkey wagons, whose drivers all
'mereamed, awore and cracked thelr whips in
e midet of a turmoll increased by the
arknesw, that was only plerced by the
Ibright Mghts of the lamps.

The storm had lasted part of the night,
and & sea of lguld mud splashsd under the
horses’ feet, while those who were wilking
ptopped In above thelr anklea. M. Vigueron,
{followed in the digtance by Mme, Vigueron
and Mme, Chalne, Hited Gustave to put him
and hin cruteh in the omnibus of the Hotel
of the Apparition where presently  the
fadies thernselven alvo got 1. Mme. Maze, with
a little ahiver, Hke a cat that hatex to wet
iy pawn, slgoed to the driver of an old
eoupe, got In and digappeared, digoredtly gly-
Ing the addreds of the Convent of the Blue

Binters., Finally Sieter Hyasnthe was ohile to
establish hereelt with Ellse Rouguet and
saphin Contean In n Rreat chat

a-baue that WhN wiready aveupied
by Ferrand and  Blsters St Francols
and Clalre  des Ahges The carthman
whipped thelr small fast horses, the oar-

ringes rolled off with demonlae rapldity, amid
the erlon and the spivuttering of the mud

Mme, Vinesnt stood before theée moving
flood, hesitating to cross, with her proclons
burden In her arms. At times langhtor was
heard around her. “Oh. what a mess!’” and
every ohe wonld hold wp her garmenta as
ahe went. Finally, as the crowd thinned in
the courtyard, she ventured to rlak 1L Ah,
what a fear of slipping on the stones, of
falling In the dark night! Bal when ahpe
reached the Inelined part of the road ahe
found there groups of women on the wateh,
offerings rooms to let, A4 bod or board ac
eording to onc's means

“Madame,” she asked an old woman,
"iplense lell mo the way to the grotto?”

Not oven angwerlng, the woman offered n
cheap room. “Every house Is full. You will
find nothing at the hot 1s. You might, per-

<haps, get aomething to cal, but not & hole to
sloep In,"

To ocut, to sleep. Ah, God! eould Mme
Vinoent sven think of such things, she who
had come with only 30 sous In her purse, all
thit remalned after paying her exponses.

“Madam#, please show me the way to the
grotto,"

Among the women who were erying their
‘wares there wan one, o large, hundsome girl,
dressed ke o stuart mald, very neat and
with clean hands. She slightly shrugeed her
Rhoulilers, and as o priest went by with his
broad chest and rubleund faoe she duashod
nfter him, offering a furnished room, fol-
lowing him und whispering in his ear.

“Here,"” another woman moved by pity
pald at last, “go down that road, turn to
your right and you will come to the grotto,”

Inside the station on the landing platform
the bustle chill continned, while the well
pligrims and those Invallds who could walk
had moved on, and thus relleyved the gang-
wiy somewhat, There «till remained the
very Il and those who were hard (o get out
and take mway., The litter bearers rushod
Wildly about with thelr ltters and bath
chales In the midst of thelr distracting ne-
cessily, not knowing ut which end to begin
As Berthaud, followed by Gerard, was EETE
Ing nnd waving ordors he saw two ladles and
& young girl standing under o gasg jot, and
wWho appoared to be waiting, He poe Enied
Raymonde, and stopprd his companlon sutl
denly by a motion,

“Ah, mademolselle, how delighted T am to
Ree goul Is your mother well, and have you
had a plessant Journey 2"

Then without walting:

UMy friend, M, Gerard Peyrelongue.'

Raymonde looked steadlly with her elear
smiling vyes at the youne man, o

“Oh, 1 bave the pleasurs of belng allghtly

acquainteld with this gentleman, Woe have
already met at Lourdes,"
Then Gerard, thinking his cousin  was

rather rushing the matter, and guite doeter
mined not to be compromised In any sense
merely howed with great politeness, :

“We are wiiting for mumma," econtinued
the young girl, "She Is very husy. She s
looking after some very i1l poople.’

Little Mme. Desaguennx, with hep pretty
blonde head and its curly hale, declared that
it served her right, for Mme. de Jonguiere
had refused any assistance from her, and
that she was pining and burning with the
wigh to be useful whtle Mme. Volmar, apart,
stlent, was quite disinterested, only trying to
péer through tho gloom as if looking for
some  one; her magnificent eyes, usually
misty and dreaming, wWere now all aglow,
But at this moment there was but one
thought. They wore tuking Mme, Dieulafay
out of her firat class compartment, nnd Mme.
Desaguenux could not restrain an exclaman-
tion of pity:

“*Oh, ppor woman!"

It was indesd distressing to see that lovely
ereature in all her luxury lying among her
lapes as though In a eoffin, %o fallen away
that she was like a mere rag that Auttered
on the sidewalk, walting to be carrled off.
Her hushand and sister were standing hoslde
her, both of them very elegant looking, yet
vory sad, while a man servant and lady's
maid, laden down with bags and pareels,
ran to see I the Inrge caloche that had been
orderad ahead by telegram was walting In
the court yard. Abbe Judaine also assisted
the Invall?, and when two men raised her
he bent forward and bade her “an revolr'
adding some few words that she did not
seem to hear. Then as he walched her go
he added, turning to Herthuud, whem he
knew:

“Poor things! If they might only purchass
& cure! T have told them that more precious
thun any gold in the sight of the Holy Vir-
gin are the prayers of the fnithful, and I
trust that my own prayers may have availed
to saften Leaven. None the loss, they are
bringing a most magnificont present, a
golden latp for the busillea, a  perfect
beauty, chased and containing  preclous
stones, Muay the lmmaculate Mary delgn to
smile on )"

Many gifts were thus brought, enormous
bouguets had just been carried past, an
epergnn, a sort of (riple crown of roses
mounted on o wooden stand. And the old
riest  explalned that he intended before
saving to have a banner hung, the gift of
Mme, Jousseur, Mme. Dieulafay's sistor,

Just then Mme. de Jongulere came pp and
peroeiving Berthaud aud Gerard: *1 beg you,
gontlomen, go lo that rallway carriage there,
nearby. They need men, for there are three
fonr tnvalids to take down. I am in de-
spalr, 1 can do nothing.” Howing hastily
to Raymonde, Gerard wag already gone, hut
Berthaud advissd Mme oo Jonquiere 1o go
with her daughter and’ the Indies, and not
to remain longer on the platform, swearing
there was no further need of her—that he
woillil attond to all and see that she should
have her fnvalids In her ward at the hospi-
tal within three-quarters of an hour. She
ended by acceding and took a carringe with
Raymonde and Mine. Desageaux. At the
last moment Mme, Volmar had disappeared,
aa though she had vielded to a sudden fm-
patienco, They thought they bad seen her
approsch an unknown man, probably to psk
for some Information. At all events, they
would meot again at the hospital.

Berthaud rejoined Gerard In front of the
rallway ecarrlage, just as he was trying, ns-
glsted by two comrades, to get M. Sabathier
out. It was an awkward matter, for he was
yvery large, very heavy, and they thought he
would never be able to squoese through the
door of the compartment. He had got in,
however., Two 'more letter oarrlers went
Sapound to the other door and they finally sue-
' eooeded In gytting him out on the sidewalk.
Day wan breaking. a Hitle faint lght, and
the sitation platform presented a lamentable
appearance with all the surrovndings of the
fmprovised ambulances. La Grivoite, faint-
ing already, was Iylng there on a matiress
waiting for a ltter; while they had been
obliged to prop Mme. Velu up agalnst a
lamp post in such a bad turn and suffering
80 fearfully that they dared not touch her,
Houpltal aldes with gloved hands pushed
their little wagons with dificulty, that con-
tained poor old women with sncient baskets
under thelr feet: yet olbers could not get
by at all with their litters where st bodies
wers stretched—sad, dumb bodies, with sul-
fering eyes, and the Inflrm. However, the
crippled onos seemed o go! along--a lame
young priest; a lttle boy with his crutohes,
bunchbacked sand one leg off, dragged him-
sl like a4 gnome among the groups, A eir-
ole had formed round a mun who was bent in
two, twisted by paralysis to such a stale
Abat they were obliged to carry hlm thus
doubled in a obair upside down, his bead
and feot at the bottom. It looked as though
it would take hours to vacate the platfori.
The confusion was at its helght whon the
slation master, rushing out, cried:

““The Bayonne express s slgnalod. Hurry,
hurry; you have ounly threo minutes!”

Faither Fourcade, who had remained In
the crowd on the arm or Dr. Bonamy, with
& wmerry munner that encouraged the Inva-
s, beckoned to Berthaud, and said:

“Take them all out first, then you will be
able to get them away."

This sdvise was uost wise, and Lhoy got
everything dewn on the pletform. Only
Maria now remaized in the rallway carriuge,
walllng patiently, At last M. d¢ QGuer-

saint and Plerre had reappearsd with the two
paira of wheels, and Plerras took the young
girl out In great haste, assistad oniy by
Garard. She was aa light an a wingsd-bird,
and the box alone cansed them some bother,

Finally the men placed it firmly on the
wheale, that weare bolted fArmly an. Had 1t
net been for the Interf-»nos of the ¢rowd
Merre could have trundled Maric off al
onces,  “Hurry, hurry,” repeated the station
| muster furiously,

He, ton, was aiding by giving a helping

hand, lifting the feet of some invalld to et

hirn oat more quickly. He also pushed slong
the bath chairn that clatiored up the vidge of
the sidewalk. But in a secand elass carriege
A woman, the vary last to get out, hod Just

boen selzed with a nervous attack. She
SroR 1, nhie thraw horself abuut—no one
conid. tonoh her at that time. Amnd the ex-
press  wimbll woon arrive. That wis  sig-
neled By the uninterrupted ringing of the
vleetrie bell. It had to be decided at onee

Lo eloxs the deor and ron the train off to the
side trnck, where it wonld remaln made up
for three days until it again carried back Its
frefght of plegrims and invallds Ax It
moved off the wrotchoad soreamar might still
e heard, who with a4 oun had alone re-
mnined In ft, the cries bhecoming fainter and
falnter, like those of a4 weak chibd that ends
In balne comforted, *“Good God!'" murmured
the statlon muaster. "It was about time™

The Bayonne express came by, Indeed, at
full spoed, passing ke o streak of Hghtning
along the pitiful  platform, whers  was
drasgged the sorrowful migsry of an  out-
pouring from a hosplital The bath chalrs,
the Miters wers shaken by the train, but
thore wias no accilent, for the teain hands
were wiatching and sepnding back from the
trneks the frightéened focks that were still
struggling to puss put Elapwhore circuli-
tion was resumed. The Htter bearers finally
sucoeaded in transporting the 1N psople with
B prodent slowiess.

Little by little daylight increased, a elear
dawn whhened the sky and reflected back
an the varth, still dark. One could begin
to see men and poople distinetly,

""No, presently,”” repeated Marie to Plerre,
Lot us walt till the press s somewhat
over,'

And she Interested hersell In looking At a
man of about 60 years, of milltary aspeot,
who was walking about among the invallds

His BquAre head and white halr,
closely croppid, would have still given
him a martfill wir, 1L he lhad not
dragged his  left foor; that he turned
In every step. He leaned hoavily with his
feft band on a large cane M. Saba-

thier. who had been here for slx years, per-
eelved him and called:  “Ah! s It you, Com-
mandant ?*"

Perhisps his name was Commandant, but
as he was decoratdd and wore a large red
ribbon, perlinps he was designated thus on
account of his decoration, although he was
only o simple knight., No one knew his
priccise history, and he doulitless still had
a fumily somewhere—echildren perhaps—but
these things had nlways been wvague and
mysterious. For three years he was on duty
at the statlon to oversee the coaches—a
simple occupation, a modest sitaation glven
as o great favor and that permitted hlm to
live perfectly happy. Strickeén by a first at-
tack of upoplexy when L5, he had a second
three vears later that had slightly paralyzed
his left side, Now he was waiting for the
third with an alr of absolute tranguility, As
he expressed jt he was ot the mereoy of
death, tonight, tomorrow, that very moment.
Ho was well known all over Lourdes for his
maniaat the time of the pilgrimages of going
upon the arrival of cach train, dragging his
foot and leaning on his cane, to be surprised
hy and reproach the Invallde with the de-
sire they signified to be cured, Thus, for
three years he had seen M. Sabuthier, and
Aall his raga fell on Him.

‘How is this? You agnin? Do you, then,
wikh to live this execrable 1ife? But, domn it,
g0 home and die peacefully in you own bed!
Is not that the best thing in the world?"”

M. Sabathler lnughed, without fecling an-
noyad, though suffering greatly from the
rough manner they had been obliged to get
him out of the raliway carriage,

“No, no; I would rather be cured.'”

“Cured! Cured! They nll want the same,
They come for lundreds of miles, howling
with pain, to be cured, that they muay begin
again all the s, all the pains. Look here,
sir. At your age, with your worn out body,
you would be well caught {f your Holy Virgin
did glve vou back your legs! What would
you do with them? While you are about it,
dip at onea, eh! That is reul happiness!™

And he mald this not as a believer who
aspired to the delicious rewards In another
life, but ns a worn out man who expected
to fall into eblivion in the eternal peace of
beilng no more forever.

While M. Sabathier gayly shrugged his
shoulders, as If talking to a child, Abbe Ju-
daine, who had returned to find his banner,
stopped In passing to scold the commandant
gently, for he, too, was acquuinted with him.

“IJo not blaspheme, my dear friend; you
affend God when you refuse Hfe and do nat
love health, If you had lstened to me your-
solf you would already have asked the Holy
Virgin to cure your limb,"

The commandant then got angry.

“My leg—Iit Is uscless, 1 am satisfied about
that.  And when death does come, let that
be the end forever. When the time comes
to die one just turns to the wall and dies—
that is all.’””

But the old priest Interrupted him. He
pointed to Marle, who lay stretched in hsr
box lstening to them,

“You would send back all our invallds to
die at home, even thut young lady, would
ﬁuu 'r.ml'.’ She is stlll young and anxious to

v,

Murie opened her large eyes In her ardent
desire to be, to take part In this world, and
the commandant, who had approached, loaked
at her. Sefzed with a sudden and profound
emotion that made his volee tremble, he
sald:  “If mademolselle f8 cured, 1 also wirh
for her mnother miracle, that of being
happy.' And he walked on in his role of
Incensed philosopher, In the midst of the
invalids, dragging lis foot and striking the
flagstones with the ferrule of hls great stick.

Little by lttle the platferm was oleared.
They had carcled off Mme. Vetu and La Gri-
votte: Gorard had taken M. Sabatlhier in a
bath chair, while Baron Bulre and Berthaod
were alrendy giving thelr orders about the
green traln that was expected.  Maria only
remained, wnd Pierre guarded her Jenlously.
But he had got ready and had dregged her
Into the court yard when they notiged that
but & moment since M. do Guersaint had
dlgappeared. Almost Immedintely they saw
hito talking with Abbe des Hermolses, whose
acquaintance he had just made. A mutual
admiratlon for nature had drawn them to-
gether. Day had dawned, The neighboring
mountains stood forth In all thelr majesty,
and M. de Guersaint gave eries of delight,

“What a land, slr. For thirty years [ have
boen most anxlona to visit this range of Gav-
arine.  But it Is st ‘far away, and so dear
that 1 surcly can never make the excursion.”

“You are mistaken, sir. Nothing s casler.
If several join together the expense Is mod-
erate. And this year speclally T am anxlons
to go mgain, 50 that If you wlill be one of
us—""

“How so, sir? We will talk it over agaln.
A thousand thanks.”

His daughter called him, and he rejolned
them after exchanging cordial bows. Plerre
had deelded that he would drag Marie to the
hospital, to spare her the pain of getting lato
another vehiele. Omnibuses, landaus, little
carts were already returning, and again fl-
ng the court yard waltifg for the next train,
and he had some trouble to get Into the road
with the little carriage, whose two wheels
sank to their hubs in the mud, The police-
men who maintained order growled agalpst
the nasty mess that covered 1helr boots.
Only the runners, both old and young, who
had rooms to let, defled the filth that they
crossed In pvery sense in the pursult of pil-
grima as they came out of the station.

As the carrlago rolled more easily on the
slanting vosd Marie suddenly asked M. de
Guersalnt, who walked beside her:

“Father, what day Is this®

“Saturdsy, my Jdarling.”

“True, it Is Baturday, the day of the Holy
Viregin, WD it be today that she will cure
me?"

And just behind her. on & covered lltter,
two porters were furtively carryiug the
corpse of & man that they were taking to
the end of s room belonging to the coach
wervice, balilnd the shadows of the barrels,
aventually to bury him In some secret place
that would be designated by Father Four-
cade.

(To be continned next Bunday.)
——————

One word describes (t, “perfection.” We
refer to DeWitt's Wilch Hasel Salve, cures

piles.
——ee
English dimities are larly used this
year for morning gowis, ia fabric is in-
expensive, pretty. cool looking, and wears
well

-—-—-—---_
Japaness wash silks are In constant de-
mand.

HOME OF THE CANVASBACK

A Morning'a £hoot that Will Live in Memory
as Long as Life Lasta,

SIMERAL TRIES TO BURN UP THE ISLAND

A Doubie on Mallards - One of ftex's Favorite
Tricks—The White Goose ~1tursting of
the Storm and & Hun for
the Ranch,

UTIFULLY,
Hamllton's
mand, Rex brought
In both e,
after the other, and
we had barely got
nettled In our Winds

fom-

ine

when a flock of
snow geose, fiying
high, came over.

Ed. sald they were
too high, but he was
The law-
wis  already
upon his feet, and
hid the birds been

o0 nte

vier

S e R

ﬁ A1 sRimming the wky,
_?ﬁ_ﬁy_&—&-‘ he couldn't have
been restraloed from pulling the trigeer.

Imagine our surprise they, when cfter he hnd
poured both barrels Into them, and they had
well passed over our blinds, one 1ot looge and
tame whirling and gyrating to the water.

It was a chance shot and a long one, but
the bird was as dead as the proverblal mack-
erel when he struck the water,

“Who ever sald 1 couldn't kill geese
mistaken, that's all. Did vou ever see a
protiier shot?” ejaculatnd the barrister, as
Rex hauled the dead goose up into the yel-
low grass.

“Mark!" It was a bunch of canvas, and
they came hurtling down the wind with tre-
mendous velocity. I took the lend, Hamilton
the middle, according to our positions, and
Stmeral the rear, We all downed our birds,
mine the hen and Ed and Dillly's drakes,
Mine waw killed dead, but the other two
were but wing tipped. Hamilton shot his
over instanter, but the lawyer let his get
awny from him,

Another bunch eame in almost
ntely, but they swung out rather far. We
heard the shot rattle against thelr sides,
but they were a hard crowd and continued
on their way toward the hyperborean re-
glons,

Arain, had we Lardly recovered from our
chagrin, when a flock of canvax, smbracing
probably sixty birds, came stralght into us
We waited until they dropped their bluish
legs to Hight among their wooden prototypes,
when we all arose and fired together, A
half-dogen birds fell, while 8 seventh, who
had reesived some stray shot in the fusihiale,
swerved from the main bunch as they tore
stralght away and, flying back of us, crossed
the Intervening water, went over the wagon
and fell on the hillside fully a mils away.

“Ho's all right—we'll get ‘im tonight,”
remarked Hamilton, confldently, “but if you
say bo, 'l send Rex after him now,  He'll get
him all right. but he won't bring him here.'

“What will he do with him?*" I Inquired.

“He'll hide him.  somewhere neoar  the
wagoen, then when we go in, he'll bring him
forth. That's an old trick of his, and he
likes to play i, We'll watch him. Go get
him, Rex!"

All this time the dog had besn half
erouching, half standing in his grassy luir
with his hazel eyes fastencd Intently on the
distant hillside, but at higs master's man-
date ho sprang cagerly away, ran along the
shall-covered shore of the island to the far-
thest Ioland point, then plunged into the
lnke,

At this juncture Hamllton's ever restloss
eyes had discovered a flock of canvas olr-
cling over the wapatoo beds ncross the lnke to
the northesst. «Hp brought his ealler into
requisition and after a  moment's  shrill
squawking succeeded In attracting their at-
tention and they qulekly started to come
over. They were not long in getting thelr
eyea on the decoys, but shled past just as
we thought they wers golng to come In and
deflected to the left. They made a elrele
of a mile or more, then came bearing down
upon us again. As they appronched Ed gave
a running, clucking call. The birds turned
and came swiftly on suspsctingly toward us,
We saw that they were extremely timid
and tacitly agreed upon taking a long chance,
Sure  enough, whan within  possibly fifty
yards of the blinde, they “dished.” with a
sibllunt swish, and began to go up at the
rate of a mile a half-minute and, faeling
that they were off and that this was our
anly chance, we jumped to our feet and
cmptied our Lefevers. To our utter aston-
tshment four hirds fell, all killed clean.

“There gues Rex:" Interrupted Hamilton,
and turning we saw the dog climbing up the
west bank of the lake,

Onee upon solld ground he gave himself
A vigorous shaking, rolled over on the grass
a time or two, then struck off for the
hillside where we knew our eanvashuck had
fallen. Ho weas not long In reaching the
place and the next we saw of him he was on
hik way back to where the wagon stood, and
from the high attitude of his noble head
and his proud step, we Knew what he bhore
In His mouth. It was the dead canvashack.

Reaching the wagon he deposited Wis prize
on the ground, gazed intently over in our di-
rection a8 moment, then picking It up he
trotted lelsurely off among the dead yucea
and ecactus plants, soon losing himself from
sight, Ten minutes later he appeared on
the lake shore and stood gazing across at
us, as If to gay: “*I'll surprise vou fellows in
the evening with an extra duck."

A shrill whistle from Hd, and the dog
onee mere plunged Into the restless waters,
and a short time alfter wans curled up in the
grass back of our blind again.

‘Mark!" to the north! mallards!"" came the
same old electrifying admonition from Ham-
flton, and down the lake we saw them
coming, a single pair. The wind wae assist-
Ing thom considerably, and it required but
a few seconds to bring them In. As they
caught sight of the decoys thelr natural
wariness and caution returned to them and
they began to beat upward as if for & bet-
ter view, Everything secimed satisfactory
and down they came plump in our faces, the
old drake, with green velvetr head satretched
far out, leading his mottled consort by a
foot ar two,

‘There's wn easy double, Sandy.”" whis-
pered Hamilton, "you takes them uand show
Bill and 1| what you can do.”

‘All right,” 1 responded, 'I'll show you
how I always da [t and as the two birds
were eupping their wings and dropped thelr
orange pllinrs, 1 arose for the shot.

The drake was evidenily exiremely sus-
plelous, and, In an almost perfectly upright
pusition, he was hovering aslmost stalion-
ary over the decoys, with his glossy chest-
nut breastplate and ashen belly staring wme
in the face, while the hen was timorously
fluttering Just behind. With the most su-
preme confldence in my skill T banged away
without hardly abming, and thinking, of
course, that he was good as dead. I swung
off and onto the hen, who had wheeled an If
on a pivot, and with distraught squawks was
cutting her way through space with all the
energy of her sturdy pinions. Bang' went
the other barrel, and o my Inexpresaible
disgust and humiliation I saw both birds
making goil thelr escape, the old drake
spitefuly emitting that aggravating “mamph!
mamph! mamph’’ a8 he dove round and
Joined his mate in her mad fUght acroas the
lake.

A downy feather or two was belng buffeted
hither and thither by the stiffening wind,
and that was all,

1 had scored & beautiful double—misn!

The lawyer chuckled in fendish glee, but
Hamilton was mora conslderate. He amiled
in a peculilar way, of course, bu! as a sur-
conse for my sorrow, sald:

“Well, sir, if 1 have done that onee, 1've
done it 1,000 times, 'n my experience. The
best shot on earth don't know Just when he
is going to drop a tough old mallard. They
st to get out of the most Impossible situ-
atlons sometlmes. You, see, you were (oo
anxious to make a double, s0o you missed
both. You shot under both birds, but a few
shots whistled through the old drake's txil
foathers, Bet you couldn't do that again in
twenty trials.”

1 badn't & word to say. 1 simply slipped
in & couple of moare ahelln In a sort of pec-
functory way, and squatted down In my
bhole, which I mentilly wished, just then,
was a few dosen feet deeper, for | knew the

was

fmymedi-

disciple of Dlackatons would have an erup | a novellst, and T can do nothing but read

tion moomer or later.

Sure cnough, after & moment's silonce, bro-
ket only by the snap of & mateh as the law-
yer lit hin old briarwood, and It camio

‘How'dl you come te do it, Gris? Looked to
me am it I could have killed both of ‘em
with & base Lall bat—ihey wete o close
But you remember whiat [ teld you abour
pulling a littde high—""

‘You tell me anything?' 1 Interrupted
savagely," not in o hundrsl yenrs, and 1°1
bet you §50 you can’t prove you're alive now
Yon tell me how to hold on a duck—you
make me alek.*’

"Catvasback'"

While Bd was enjoying this Hitle by-play,
he had kept his visual organs at wark, abd
It was hin precautiogary esclamation that
et short n colloguy thal! might have grown

| Incandexeent

AT |

Tlie birde were coming down the fake from
the north, an immensd Borde of them, and
in our anticipatory enthtisiastn  Billy and 1
gindly turned from the Subject of my egre-
glous flasco 1o the sport ahead

Serateh!

That was Bimeral lighting that odifer-
ous old pipe of his. Think of a true apores-
man toying with the fithy weeld in such a
supreme moment, Lighting his pips with
ane hundred royal eanviashack. on swift wing,

bearing down upon him! Can sucha thing be |

true?

‘We'll knock out n tﬁz--n this time—thoy
want to light—be carcfd—don't—"

Serateh!

Another match.

The birds had now dropped low aver the
water and were slowini up preparatory to
sliding into its cosling depths. In wnother
moment they will have sattled, What a
flock—the ke 1 had mever seen  before
Every nerve was tingling, every musely,
pvery finer quivering with the keenest de-
llght, such as only sportsmen know under
puch circumstances

Ed and 1 crouched llke images hewn from
stone Moveless as death, wé were walt-
Ing untll the advance courlers of the ap-
proaching myriad had breasted the crest of
the rostless lake, when suddenly we were
etnrtled to our feet by a manlacal shriok,
and glancing whence eame this eliriteh
sound we saw Simeral executing a dance,
compared with which the ghost dance of
the wild and untutored Sioux would have
been tame and Hstless indesd.

One of the cast-uside matches had (goited
the exuberant growih of heavy pampas
grass with which his blind was  encom-
passed, and it was blazing furionsly all about
him. But he was game, and he fought Ita
advanecement with  herole vigor, kicking,
stamping and threshing about like & huge live
lobster in a kettle of boiling water, Rex
s frantic. too, and to the din he added
his shurp yelps, as he leaped about the fiery
circle, I another moment Muskrat island
would have been a sea of roaring. lurid
flume, for its surface was foirly matted with
a rank growth of grass, flags and reeds, dry
as tinder and as inflammable as oil,  But
Hamilton and 1 were quickly to the rescue.
izing 'the gunny sacks in which we car-
ried the decova, we attacked the spreading
flames with all our energies, and soon had
the satinfaction of seclpg the last spurk ex-
tinguished,

The canvasbacks—well, we pever saw or
heard of that flock again, and judging from
our own fright and execitement, it I8 not
Improbable to suppose that they are going
yet,

“Now Ihope,"”

I exclalmed jirascibly, as 1
turned upon the crestfallen lawyer, “‘that
you will throw that daumned old pipe of
yours in the lake. I never was in a blind
with you in my life but what you were con-
tinuaily lighting that old cesspot, and you
know 1 have told you & lhundred  times
that when you are shooting ducks it 1s no
time to smoke!"

“When you are shooting docks,'" he got
boek, with a good deal of unction, *'1 should
think you'd smoke all the time—it wlill
steady your merves!'

Then without another word he erawiod
hack in his hole, brushed the grassy em-
hers from his hunting Jacket and got down
to business, for five minutes later the nir
weemed  fairly alive with canvasbacks and
rodheads, It was a famous fight, and we
did famous work, knocking the foeathered
beauties right and left, until Rex had the
whole end of the island falrly covered witle
them.

At this inauspiclous Juncture the storm
thit had been gathering and threatening
all morning broke upon us, The distant
randhills mingled grayly, and then amidst
a fine, nasty, driving mist the whole per-
spectiva  was  swallowed up. The Inke
binckened, and the shadowy bLrakes of regd
and rush melted away. the further shore
line disappeared In the misty mingle, and
although the rain had not yet set in in all
its culminating fury, we were already shiv-
ering and drenched to! the skin. Soon,
with a rush, the storm Waes upon s The
lake and plain, so soft md tender and pleas-
ing to the fancy in the barly morning sun-
shine, became, In a wift of Doreas” wand,
reeking with wet and cold. Then there
wns a sudden shifting of the clouds, and
hope arcse In our swelllng hearts: to the
magle of sunshine the misty curtain Jifted
and there wns an Instanianeous glitter all
nhout. Then It came Agala, the blagk and
howllng temipest, with spits of snow, on-
aulfipg wrathful lake, "swaying reeds and
frowning Hhills, and changing ngain  into
jewael work under the struggling rays of the
sun. For an hour thére was a quick in-
terweaving of railn and suow, darkne:z and
sunlight, and such another mysterious =torm
I never encountered before. Fogey =hafis
would streak the scepe, then blue  eyes
would open in the ragged clouds.  The ar-
eades of water, mist and =shadow wounld
glow, darken, be masked in the storm, and
flash again into gold. But finally all this
Interesting phenomena came to an  end
The face of all nature shrunk as within
some murky horror. The sky grew blaocker
and the lake more wrathful, while the wind
came down like blades of steel. The rain
grew flereer and finer, and before we could
realize it, it had merged into a driving, blind-
ing sheet of stinging particies of snow, which
went howling and shrieking across the lake
as if the world was about to come to an end.

"

It was beyond the endurance of the most
Indomitable sportsman to  withstand the
furies of such a blast, and we were soon

battling with the angry waves in our efforts
to reach the shore, Rut Hamilton’s little
eraft was ps staunch as boat ever wiak, #and
after a quarter of an hour of almost super-
buman efflort we reached the bank.

“It Is a blizzard, boys—the worst of the
year!' excliimed Ed as we crowded Into
our sents in the wagon, “wa must muake the
ranech with no more fooling. I know what
this means!"

An hour later we were home, yet It was o
close eall, for the blizzard raged as bLligzard
selidom raged before, But onece within
that happy sod lodge, with the warmth of a
great fire filling every nook and cranny,
with the party all in, dogs, too, all casting
that social spell ¥p congenial to  our natures,
restored the equilibrium of our spirits. The
gloom  without found no entrianes there
The fecling of (molation, of cold and fear

fled. We were agaln of the family of man.
BANDY GRISWOLID.
_— - —
Emlle Zola's Popularity.
Washington Post.

Although M, Zola cannot win his way
into that compact and complacent [ittle
mutual admiration soclety known as the
French academy, he seems ‘0 have cap-
tured popular ‘admiration t» an sxtent™of
whieh the membors of that galaxy have
never so mueh ag drenused. When he ap-
peared at the Trocadero on Thursday last

to lecture for the henefit of a charity fund,
ho was miide the object of an ovatlon of
extraordinary fervor and enthusiasm. The
following account, taken from the Hernld's
Kuropean edition of the 27th of April, Is
of Interest:

“In the ecause of oharity M. Bmile Zola
made his debut on the publiec platform today,

when he gave what in describel on the
bills as a lecture, or ‘conference.’ at the
Trocsdero, In ald of, the penslon fund of

the Societe des Gins . de  Lettres Thi
Immense hall was crowged, fully 2,000 Leing
presant, as all Paris. ls talking ubout his
new work, ‘Lourdes,” which was announced
to be the subject of the reading.

“M. Zola’s appoarapge was grested with
a burst of lung and logd applause.

"1 erave your indulgsnece,” said M. Zola,
‘as this is my frmt appoarance before go
large an auwdience, aud as 1 am Infinjtely
troubled.’ o

“He wemt on to explain why he was on
the platform, He bad been told that bis
mssistance would bw ag attraction. He hod

ralsed many objectiopa.-he wis unaccus-
tomed 1o public speakdug. his ‘ridicuioos
Hmidity," ete.—but al) wore mot by the
response, "It la for qup poor,’ and he had
conienipd, All writers, unfortunately, did
nel  bocomes  willionelereg, and bhe had not
thi ATl o refuse o request pleaded on

you some seleclions from my
"Lourdea.* *
"M, Zola then

new hook,

sat down at the table vm

| the platform and read some short selections,

suth grounds -
) awn pet s musiclan, not an actor—only |

the first Jdealing with
childhood, the second with the Best appari-
tinn, the third with the effoct of the ap-
paritions on the people of the Lourdes dis
trice,

“The andience ltenod with most profonund
Interost and In the deepest the
when there ensted o perfect ‘storm of
applanee and ehesring, with waviog of hand-

Bernadette Soubirous’

sllence Lo
el

kerohiefs, such & In rarely eéxperienced with
o Freneh awdience, M. Zolw had o edne
forward thrice In responss He bowed with
quiet dignity, Tike n rman  consclous of his
own valae

U today's audience was representative of
opinton In bprance generplly—oand thete In
very little doubt that such I8 Lthe case—there
I no tnan I the country of wlom  the
Frineh are more proud

Zola deals with facis
the problems of real e, Hin  pletures,
splendid and somber, greacloud and beaut)
ful, tereible and tragic, as the case miy be,
are pletures of familiar things, The pas-
siona he portruys and plays upon are the
passions whicli every day men and women
have experienced. He is in touch with tu-
manity and the scoret of his spell s sym-

with truth, with

pathy. The memboers of the Academy who
refuse him a welcome to thelr brotherhibod
cannot harm Zola or weaken his hold wpun
mankind: they can only harm themselves
by alighting him. He will Hye when they
are  fargiten They are “immortals by
favor, He 18 Ingnortdl by the divine right

of genius and achievements
e
MASNACHIUSETIA.

The Poston Glabe having =uld the other
day that Massachusetts woipld not rhyme,
a patriotic Bay State man asked it what |8
the mattsr with the following

Tune “Amwricn’
Al haoll to thee old Mass
Achusetts, you're the liass
Of whom we sin.
We love thy wat=1"8 slosh,
Winterd where codlish splosh
Froagront o towers, b'gonh,
In early spring

To thee, dear Masschu
Butts, we will e'¢r be troe,
Only to thes
What though thy cobblestones
Call forth pur sighs nnid gronns,
Bl cach thy prajse Intones,
Thou, grent and [ree.

Let musie swell Macsa
Chusgetts, both night und day,
“I'won't be enough
We'll det thy codflah play =

Guyly In your old bay,

And shout thy mlory aye,
For you're the stuft!

e

The Natlonal Educational association, with

Hon, A. G. Lane, superintendont  publie
schools,  Chlenikgo, president; Hone 30 M,
Greenwooid, superintendent publice  schools
Kansas Clty, trcusurer; Hon Irwin Shep-
ard, president state normal school, Winona,
Minn.,, secretiry, dund Hon, N, A, Calking,

assistant supirintendent publlie schaols, New
York, chairman bLoard ,of trustees, will hold
Its 1504 mesting nt Asbury Park, NoJ., July
6 to 13, inclusive. E
—— —— ———
DeWitt's Witch Hazel Salve eures plles.

It you have never exomined the

JEWEL PROCESS STOVE

you should do so bhefore buyving

For Five Cents
yvolu can tide to our gore from any part of
the city
The unly Precess Gasoline Stove that ean-

—

not flood, the only stove with removalia
shield and the only stove that the wuser
(o woman) can koeep elvan botdh Inside and
(]11 5

JOHN HUSSIE

2407 Cuming Street.
AGENT FOR(OMAITA.

CONSUMPTION

SURELY CURED.

To g Evrron—Tlease inform your read-
ers that I have o positive remedy for the
above namad disease. By its timely use
thousanda of hopeless cases have been per-
manently enred. I shnll be glud to send
two bottles of iy remedy free to any of your
readers who luve consamption if they will
send me their express nud post office address,
T. A, Slocum, M, U, 180 Pearl St,, New York

G L (ot s

Palace Office Building

L

ABSOLUTELY
FIRE PROOF.

NOT A DARK
OFFICE
IN THE BUILDING

68 VAULTS.

FIDELITY THRUST COMPANY., Mortgage
Loans.

WYCKOFF, SEAMANS & BENEDICT,
Remington Typewriters and Sunplies.

FOREST LAWN CEMETERY ASSOCIA-
A3

TION.
WALTER EMMONS, Barber Shop,
OMAHA REAL ESTATE AND TRUBT
COMPANY,
W, N. NASON, Agent Unlon Life Ingurance

Company. . .
FIRST
BILE BUSINEGSS OFFICIE.
AMERICAN WATER WORKS COMPANY,
P. F. EKENBERG, Freaco Painter,
SUPERINTENDENT BHE BUILDING.
SECOND
ASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL LIFE IN-
‘“S\lﬁi‘t:‘\'rilii‘l-: COMI'ANY, ‘
0. 8, BLGUTTER, Law Office.
DR, CHARLES I:U.::‘-I-'.\\'A'I"!'Jlt.

CHRISTIAN SCITENCE READING
ROOMS, R 1
LW, BQUIRE, Loans,

fil-fnlh.lé_ B TULRKINGTON, Attorney-at-
Laaw, -
’ FHIRD

r PATRICK, Law Ofice. e
{!L\}}r}»:ﬁ-\g’r.\'m-:s LIFE INSURANCE CO,
TRUST COMPANY,
pH. O, 8. HOFFMAN,
M. I THRAUKRKRMAN, Attorney. -
BQUITY COURT, Rooms No. b and 7. -
Erawy, SIMERAL. WM. BIMERAL, Law
(HHces
y 1 COMPANY.
l\‘tii\l\l'!l"l COUiT, Room No, 6
I A WAREFIBLD, Lumber, - )
FOURTI

*ACTFIC MUTUAL LIFE
; ?\u-:':\"r INSURANCE CO.
W. A. WEHBSTER, Heal l'.nmEu.
WEBSTER, HOWARD & CO,
HAMMOND TYPEWRITER €O,
I 1. BLACK, Civll Engineer ,
G W, SURS & CO., Solicitors of Putents.
ETANDARD ,}\"'lilll\-:'.\"i‘l INSURANCE
> rerey I Ford, Agent.
1-‘:&’%;{;.\:\"1‘ CULLIMORE, Oculist and
Aurist.

SOAL EXCHANGE.
33‘1.“\"?\1‘.1.15:\' LOAN & INVESTMENT

Fire In-

OF OMAHA.

AND ACCI- |

IN.CANDESCEVT
ELECTRIC LIGHTS

PERPECT
VENTILATION

NIGHT AND DAY
SeiEigee™ | ELEVATOR
SERVICE,

-

" THE BEE BUILDING,

BASEMENT FLOOR,

REED JOB PRINTING COMPANY.
STEPHIEN A. CROWE, Buffet.
H. E. CAMPBELL, Court Rotunda, Cigars

and Tobacco.
THE OMAHA LOAN AND BUILDING
Nattinger, Secre-

ASBOCTATION, G, M.

Lary

hi‘!;')l',\'l'. LOAN AND BUILDING ABSO-
CIATION,

HODGIN TAILORING CO,

FLOOR,

\\‘;—:isl"rllzllt:\' UNION TELEGRAFPH
OFFICE,

SBTEHARNS FRUIT LAND CO.

¥. W. CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

FLOOR.

HARTMAN & ROBRINS.

C. HARTMAN, Inspector Fire Insurance,

MANHATTAN LIFE INSURANCE CO.

EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE BO-
CLETY,
| READ & BECKET, Attorneys,
FLOOR,

PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE ASSUR-
ANCE BOCIETY OF NEW YORK, M. F.
Rolirer, Agent. g .

THE GRANT ASPHALT PAVING AND

BLAGOLITHIC i
FIOHGE 8, BMITH, Justice of the ['eace,
| OMAHA LIFE ASSOCIATION i
| PROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST COM-
ANY, Phliladelphia, W. H. Alexander,
| G omiora: Agent,

|

I FLOOR.

CONNECTICUT MUTUAL LIFE INSUR-
ANUE 0.

PENN MUTUAL LIFE INBURANCE CO.

HARRIR TITLE AND INDEMNITY CO.

(
(
i

A. M. HOPKINS, Court Btenoeraphoer,
L INTERNATIONAL PUBLIEHING AND
PORTRAIT CO.
FORT WAYNE ELECTRIC CO, E. T
Pardee, Western Agent.
W. C. GOSH, Coal

| EDWARD L. MOONEY, Mortgnges and

| Laonan
]

COHARLES T. THOMAS, Real Estate

E T. PARDEE, Agent Ft. Wiayne Eleetrio

r‘l,l 2 'll.
DIt €. V. CRROOKS, Nerves, Stomach and | 1.‘?‘!’!';-“,11‘}1-.‘;\‘71113:\"1' WORKMEN OF AMER.
senrt | M1CA. il D. Easterly, Manager.
DEXTER L. THOMAS, Real Estate
FIFTH FLOOR.
ARMY HEADQUARTERS, DEPFARTMENT
OF THE PLATTE. |
SIXTH FLOOR.
BERE EDITORIAL ROOMS. MANUFACTURERE AND CONSUME
BEE t.'n;miu_mlli\;t.; \m '-;m . [ hmlm,__:?ﬁ{,;m” il MERS
2. F. BEINDORF, Architec 3. P. EVANS, PEOPLE'S INVES 0
'15 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, ' 0, 4 NVESTMENT
HAMILTON LOAN AND TRUST CO, ‘ ORDER OF CHOBEN FRIENDS, Rev. W,
Ji Lo FODHAJBKY & LO, Architiecty, ¥, Bastman, Distrior Grand  Councilor,

ROYAL ARCANUM LODGE ROOAMS,

SEVENTH FLOOR,

A few more elegant office rooms may be had by applying

to R, W. Baker,Superintenden

t, office on counting room floor.
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T
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EXACT SIZE

——————

‘ PERFECTO!

THE MERCANTILE IS THE FAYORITE TEN CENT CIGAR.

For sale by all First Class Denlors.
F. R, RICE

Manufactured by Lthe
MERCANTILE ClGAR CO.,
Factory No 804, St Louls, Mo,

Was written by Generals, Admirals,
Captains, and Other Actual Particl-
pants in the battles of the Rebeltion,

No other (alleged) ©*Wir Dook"
wis so wrltten.

$¢ CENTURY §
’":K WAR

Was written by Unionists and Cone
federates alike. Out of a partial list of
{72) officers who contributed imports
ant papers, 20 officers were Confeders

ates.
No other (alleged) **War Book""

was 50 written.

CENTURY
£ WAR

Treats of the events on either side,
which led up to the war; and also of
the *‘Reconstruction’ period.

No other (alleged) **War Book
does this.

Is absolute history, complete, author-
itative, final—‘+history written by Its

makers.""
Whieh no other (alleged
“War Book"" Is

Is the “only and original War Book"'
—with three or four imitations trall«
_Inz along behind—"way behnd.

You can get an imliation *'War
Book™ If you want to wasts
your money.

Is beautifully printed as only the Cene
tury people know how to print; Is
beautifully lilustrated as only the
Century people i lustrate.

By the way , waste a dime on an
imitation “War Book' and
cumpare.

Has heretofore been $22 to $28 per
set of 4 volumes, while this paper is
offering the present altogether admirs

able edition almost free—as followas
FOR CITY READERS—Uring ¢ 'Century
War Book' Coupons of different dates, togeth
& with 10 cents In coln, for each part &4 &
wued, W The DBee olfice

FOIl OUT OF TOWN READERE-Mull |
“Century War Houk*™ Coupons of Qifferson,
dites, with 10 coents in eoln to Cantury War
Beok  Dept., The Heeo Be particular to ()
give yuur full pamo aod address; @) inclose
the nDecessary coupons and 10 ownls.

ln ordering "“The Century War Liook'" do not
include any other businsss o your letter oF
deiay will sosus.

WEAKNESS of MEN

Quickly, Thoroughly, Forever Cured

by o new perfocied aclentifle mothod that van

Fall unleas the case 18 beyond huwan alil, You £
Imiproved Lhe firt day, fool o bonefy evary day)
mouh know §oarself 8 king smong wen lo bady,

miud and behrn Dralas and losscs ended.  Every
obstalle 1o Bappy warried o removed. Nerve
force, will, l‘ll!.‘l""), hralin power, whon faliipg o
Tust, are postored by this treatmont. ALl Ama}
woak portlons of the hody onlanged and stre .
entd, ~ Viethms of ghuses aud oxcessos, a
your mathood ! SiMfarvrs from folly, overwor)
earty errora, i hpalth, regain your vigor! DUIL
despal=, even (f fn thy Iast stages. Don't be d
Lesrtaned If quecks have rotibed you. I us
suow you that medical selence snd businoss honog
(il exlet: hero go hund o hand. Wrlte for ous
wrok with explanations sod p Bant sepled,
fren. Uver LK ruferences

ElIE MEDICAL CO., Buffalo, N.Y.
s> BIRNEY'S

Catarrh Powder

TR TS

Uures Head Nolses &
EAFNESS

Fall o ww

F3Us Masanis Tossple, Dhisage

Frind raaimont o samjde (oe
Boid Ly druggisa, BOe, _
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