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PLUCKING

Men-

Ju-ihula. “voluntarily' of course,

the Burlington Volunteer Relief
Department,

EMPLOYES FOR

A Cunning Device to Relieve the Railroad from
Liability Incurred by Injuries
to Person.

CORPORATION FRAUD MASQUERADING AS PHILANTHROPY

Compelled
Funds for the

the Company.

SOME  STRIKING ~ SAMPLES

Men Forced to Sign Away Their Rights or Lose Their Situations—
.Test Cases In the Courts—A Pliant Judiciary Needed

to AfMrm the Robbing Scheme.

Lascons, Neh,, Nov. 4,—[Specinl to Toe
Bee.]—There s no beanch of railrond work
less umlerstood by the employes and the
public generally than the opevation of the
Buarlingron Volunteer HReliof department.
Avfirst blush the department commends
itself to the employe and to the human-
iturian gencrally 08 a most commendable
effort upon the purt of the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quiney Rallvoad conipany Lo protect
{ts employes from the effects of siclkness and
injury, nnd 1o reliove the distress of those
depondent upon them when death resuits
from n entastrophe. The relief department
Is pointed to asa beneficent society for the
amelloration of the condition of railway em-
ployes, The company gets the credit for
caring for its men and of relievisg the
necessities of their families.

Hut when the facts ave wonce  understood !
the Burlington Voluuteer Relief department
fails to earry out the popular apprelicnsion
of Its usefuluness. 1t is the purpese of Toe
Bee in this article to show up in their troe
light the faets concerning the operation of
this mueh vaunted department. Disclalming
In advance any purpose of creating o breach
In the relations between the railroad and its
employes or of injurineg the small amouny of
good work actually performed by the de-
partment, it is the purpose of this article to
show to rallway employes and to the general
pubic tlint the organization which upon its
fuce purports to be an associution for the ro-
Hef of sick and injured employes is in reality
a device of the rvailvond companies to pro-
toct itsell ngninst the liability which the
1nws loy upon them and to prevent employes
from collecting what would really be sdue
them for injuries received while serving the
company.

It is also the purpsae to prove to employes
that the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Rail-
road company uses the velief department as
a protection to itself; thut it practieally com-
pels the employes to contribute their own
funds for the protection of the compnuny;
that it isio truth o mutus) insurance com-
pany operated by the railrond compuny for
fts own bonefit and supported by the em-
ployes; that it has no legal existence ns a
corporation and that It therefore has no
standiog in the courts; that iv can defraud
the employve und leave the employe without
redress; that it is an insurance company
doing vusiness outside the laws of the state;
and finally that its contracts which it re-
guires the employes to sign before they are
entitled to draw the money contributed by
themselves are vold and illegal upon the
grounds of public policy.

Higtory of the Department,

The Burlington Voluuteer Relief depart-
ment was organized but o few years ago, its
fnception dating from June 1, 1889, 1t was
peganized, not by the employes, but by the
Chicago, Burlington & Quiney Rallrond com-
pany and the several rallroad companies
ussocintod with it, as follcws:

Chicngo, Burllngton & Quiney, including
the B, & M. lines in Nebraska, the Chicago
& lowas, Hannibal & St. Joseph, Kansas Cily,
Bt. Joseph & Councll Bluffs, St. Louis,
Keokuk & Northwestern, Chicago, Burling-
ton & Kunsas Clty.

The swployes of the above roads con-
L & com-

on fund kpown and desiguoated as the
Upellef fund' This funa Is supplemented
by the contributions of the compuny for the
payment of expevses and for making up any
deficlency. The rellef department, aceord-
fng to the terms of tho sgreement drawn up
by the railroads Interestod and to which
every applicant for membership must sub-
soribo before ho can be entitled to benehts,
is under the general chiurge of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quiney Hailroad company.
The oMeers and agents of this company
deduct the dues from the mouthly wages of
the contributors to the fund, take charge of
the funds and pay out the woney upon the
wiitten orders of the proper authoritics,

Hadroads Malntuin Control,

The oMeors of the reliof dopartment con-
sist of a superintondent, assistunt superin-
tendont, medical alrector (who may be the
superintendeut or assistanl) and & corps of
medical examiners. All ofticors, ete., are
apponted by the rallvoad company, There
is ulso an ndvisory. board of twelve mem-
bars, to whom &l disputed (uestions, ete,
ure reforved, The contributing cwployes
olect six of the wembers of the advisory
Dourd aud to even up mastiors the rallroad
volupany appoints the other six. But the
company has provided an additional safe-
guard for its own loterests by providing in
the vules that the genersl superinteadoot of
the Uhlcago, Burllogton & Quiney railroad
shill bo ao ex-officio member of the advisory
brard and its perwancat chairman, Thus
tho compary guards its own interests by as-
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vote in the event of o tie, It has adopted
still another saferunrd by providing thit
the rules and regulations drawn by itself
shall never be exchanged eregpl by a majority
af' the vales af the whole T
fee,  Tnasmuch  as  the coutributing mem
bers have but onehalf of the mem-
bers of  the committea it may  be
readily understood that any amendment to
the rales and regulations of the department
will never be made upless the amendments
meot with tho full approbation of the Chi-

cago, Burlington & Quincy ratlroud.

advivory

Membership Entirely “Voluntary

[Rule 20of the regulations provides: *No
employe shall be required to become a mem-
ber of the relief fund.™

In spiteof the rule quoted above it is o

well known fact thut the compnny does
everything in its power to laduce its em-
ployes to become members of the rehief
fund. 1tis known that they employ men
for the sole purposo of soliciting employes to
make application for membership. They
distribute books, leaflets and cireulurs,
Fvery omploye Is furnished with blank ap-
plications for membecship and as a matter
of faet every member is given to thoroughly
understand that in order to muintain his
prestige with the company it will be to his
interest to become a contributing member to
the fund.
The zeal of the railroads in recruitine the
ranks of the members of the relief fund may
perhaps bo explained by an lonocent litule
purdgraph in the application tor membor-
ship, which reads as follows:

‘1 also agreo that in consideration of the
amounts paid vy said company for the muin-
tenuuce of the reliol department, fhe avcept-
e of Denflts From said veliad pund Jor injury
or death  shall vperiats ws a release and s liefunetion
wf all claims gor danages against sald company
arising from such infury or death which couwld *be
nitile by me or my legal reprexentatives,

Hole Purpose of the Dopartment,

The above paragraph, innocent ns it seems
to the employe when he hurriedly makes his
application for membership, contains in a
nutshell the object and solo purpose of the
ruilvoad company in orgapizing the Burling-
ton Volunteer Helief devartment. The uver-
ago death beuefits nre from 2500 to 1,000,
although they may in certain instances run
up as high os 5,000, 1The switchman who is
rug over and malmed for life is entitled to
deaw 50 conts a day as necident banelits us
long as he romains in the employ of the com-
pany, but thore is nothing in the terms of
hils wmembership Lo prevent the railrond com-
pawny from discharging him whenever it
pleases after he has been injurea, sud there
Is now on file with the plerk of the supreme
court o vase in which the ralirond company
did discnarge a man after he bhoad been in-
jured, even when the superintendent had
given is word that the man should remsin
in the employ of the company ns long as he
desired, und then practieally violuted the
agreement by tendering the man a place
whieh hie was not qualified wo fll,

Goud Investmwent for the Company,

It will require but s few figures from the
offieial rocords to prove that the rellef de-
partment has been a paying investment for
the Chicago, Burlington & Quiney Railroad
company und its ussociate lnes. According
to the sworn testimony of J. ¢ Bartlett,
general superfhtendent of the department,
the cmployes contributed to the fund duriog
the first three years of ite existence the sum
of 800.680.98,  Out of this fund thore was
paid in thut period for sickoess and death
FIS7T 880,00, For accldents anda death by ac-
cldents there was pald during that time the
sum of #0045, maeking u total of #8350,
Wi, NG, leaving o deficiency of §20,275.55 1o be
mndo up by the cowpany. The expeunses of
the aepartment for the sawe period wore
$03, 700,08, which nmount was puud by the
company, together with the sum ol 81,040, 84,
a8 interest on monthly balances. Thus the
total investmeut of the railvoad company for
i period of three years was §114,012.08, In
other words, by the payment of 5,000 per
anpum the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
rallroad wnd all its associate lines insured
themselves against possibleoutlays for dam-
uges o thelr employes,  Considering the
fuct that these systems omploy nearly 256,000
e, and that a frightful unwber of acols
denls are reporied every year, the insurance
colies alet cheap.

How the Company Saves Money.

The quotation of a fow more facts and
figures from oMelul records will open the
eves of the members of the relief depart-
wont to the masper o whick the rallroad
comwpany has saved itsell thousands of dol-
Iars every year under the guise of support-
ing n department “for the rvelief of its em-
ployes." luorder to briog the watter more

puldeg the sutbority o cage the umnsl
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OCCUPIED AT HOME|

Frenchmen Looking Over the Local Bituation
in the Light of Russia's Visit,

PRESIDENT  CARNOT

His Re-Election Next Year is Now Assored
Beyond All Reasonable Doubt.

IS THE GAINER

SALVATION FOR THE MINISTRY ALSO

Fato of the Oabiuet, Which Hung in the
Balance, is Decidod,

POLITICAL EUROPE IS NOW TRANQUIL

Englnnd's Probible Course the Only Dis-
turblng Feuture—Austrin's New Polley
Slowly Evolving — May Change

the Dreibund's Composition.

| Capyrighted 184G by James Gordon Hennett,)
Paws, Nov. 4.—| New York Herald Cable
Special to Tur Bee. | —The Russinns haviog
taken thelr departure, home polities again
bogin to occuny the public mind., Russian
influence continues, however, to be felt,
For exumple, the reeleotion of President
Carnot, whose seven-vears term of ofee ex-
pires in Decembor, 1994, was doubtful before
the visit of the Russian fleet, is now doubted
by no one. The president represented Fraunce
worthily, He has pleased the ezar by his
great uprightness und honesty. To repluce
him would produce s vad effeat, and there.
fore he will be re-elected next year.

The Russinn visit has wulso benefitod the
jresent ministry, whose fate might have
been doubtful.  But for the fuct that it has
profived by the present outburst of popular
enthusinsm, the radical members of the
cabiuet would be got rid of even before the
opening of the Chambers, and M. Dupuy
ana ail the moderate ministers will form a
cabinet, which is quite capable of retsining
power for n long time,

The politieal situntion in Europoe I8 ealm.
The events in Morocco are not disjguieting,
unless Eugluod should mtervene, which is
not ut anll probable. The only interesting
feature is the slow evolution of Austrin’s
policy, which 1 pointed out & long time ago
In these dispatehies to the Herald, We are
still in the prepavatory period, andthe work
is still confined to the chuncellor, but it is
not. possible to doubt that before spring
certain chunges wiil have taken place in the
Triple Allinnce, Jacgires 5T, Cene.

PLEASED GERMANY,

1ts Press and People Glory in the Pact that

Conntry Took In the World's Falr.

\Capuright 1203 hy the Associated 'ress)
Benuix, Noy. 4.—The close of the World's
fair at Chicago has been made the occasion
for o number of articles In the German press
referring to the satisfaction of the German
exhibitors at the manner in which the fuir
was managed., That the German section
wiis a complete success and fully justifiea
the expectations of the manngers is every-
where admitted and it Is regardea as a
foregone conclusion that it will have
mense influenee over American-German
lutions in the future,

Reichsanzeiger tonight prints prominently
a cordial dispateh from the airector general
of the fair to the German commissioner,
This dispateh was sent on the closing day ot
the fair, and says that although a trugie oc-
currence has thrown a shadow over the close
of the proceedings German participation
in the exhibition bus caused the liveliest
satisfaction, and the director gencral will
always be grateful to the German empire
nnd its august ruler for the exhibits made
by Germany,

-
re-

Bwore in the Recraits.

There was a large gathoring this morning
at the Potsdam bareacks to witness the re-
cruivs of the Potsdam earrison take the onth
of alleginnce in the presence of the emperor
and empress, who werea accompanied by
their:three eldest sons.  The function was a
purely formal one, Emperor Willlam abstain-
ing from mokiug any significunt remarks
upon the duty of the soldiers, as he indulged
in upon o previous memorable occasion,
After leaving the parade ground Emperor
Willinm and his staff procesded to the club
of the ofMeers of the Flirst regiment of foot
guards, whore the emperor and his party
were entertained at luncheon,

The Huanover trinl has been the sensation
of the weck:; the heavy sentonces
mer with universal  approval, In
military  circies  somothing  approach-
ing to cxultation Is felt at the fact
that Jusfive hos at length been meted out
to the so-called “human vultures,” who have
victimized an imwense number of young and
aristocratic oMeers who preferred to suffer
in silence rather than have the names of
their families drageged before the public
gaze,

Severs In Thelr Commenta.

The press comments upon the trials are
especially severs and demand a purification
of the army from ull Lhose who are suspected
of boing Implieated in the scandals,

Tue ultra-conservatlve Kreuz Zeitung sug-
gests that all the oficers who have been
compromised in the gamblivg scandals should
be eashlerved,

The Natiopal Zeitung proposes that gam-
bling be considered dishonorable aud entall-
ing dismissal from the army,

One of the results of tho trial, necording
1 tho Cologue Gazette, will be a probable
beayvy lncrease in the tax on tolizstor. This
system is tolerated by the government with
a view Lo dimivishing gambling by taxing
gumbling transactions, but lnstead of dimin-
ishing botting the receipts of the ngencies
show that the vice is thriving well undep
the shadow of the law, The authorities of
Berlin are now sonshlering the advisabiuty
of increasing this wx vy 1 per cent.

Beguel of an Army Scandal.

The sequel o another army  scandal, em.
bracing charges of brutality 1o private sol
diers.is the cashiering of Lisutenant Schrag.
Multer of the Thirty-pioth veglment of in-
fantry, stationed ut Dusseldorf. Tho lleu.
tenunt bhas just served two months in prison
for the brutal mauner in which he treited
young Westphalian teachers, who
dld not cowplain until thelr six weeks
traluing wis finished, when they oom-
plained Lo the commander of the army corps.
They saded the warning that if he did not
attend to the matter they will submit the
case to the civil courtsé. The result was
that o mwilitary inquiry was ordered, and
Lieutennut Sohrag-Multer was sentencod to
two months imprisonment, and this bhus been
followed by casbiering bim from the army.

Ewperor Willlam has conferred the de-

Hauvlkrengor of the ‘Transvaal, or South
Afriean republie,

United States ministor to Russin, Hon. A,
1. White, after passiog & couple of days In
this city, and visiting his Pamily at Dresden,
has returned to St. Petersbirg.

Faeriea the Serentinin,

Scientific circles In this clty and elsewhere
throughout Germany, sre Interested in thoe
n'h’n-itiun of the so-called “blue man” who
has attracted thousands of visitors for some

time past. Curiosity th soe the “‘biue
man' has now reached such A pitch
that Pref. Viechow and Privy Coun-
villor  Lewin, made a  scientific  ex-

aminntion of this mteresting froak 1odny
With the result that they have falled Lo ex-
plain the man's blueness and have decided
to malo w further and elearer examination,
Avcltlzen of Berlin named Schmidt re-
cently bequeathied 1,500,000 marks to the city
fn order to found a founaling hospital.  ‘T'wo
helrs of Schwidt have made a fotile contest
and it is now anoounced the omperor has
sanctioned the oityv's  ageeplance of the
money, requesting the builaing o be crected
and be known and conducted ns o children's
hospital, and not mereiy as o hospital for
foundlings.

Frize for n New
At the instunce of the
Bavarin the royal opers house of Munich
has offered o prize of 8,000 marks for a new
German opera, the conditions of competition
for the prize being that the composers must
be Germaps or Austrans and that they must
choose subjects of their own and it is pre-
sumed the subjocts must be either Germau
or Austrian.  The leading Geraan and
Austrinn  theater managors are to form i
committee which will puss upon the merits
of the operas submitted In competition for
the Munich prize.

Lembach, the famous portrait painter,
who is residing at Munich, has been robhed
of a hundred sketches mude for portraits,
and Including sketehes of the leading por-
sonnges of Goermany, Among the sketches
stolen are thirsy made of Princa Bismnrck,
The thief is & Boheninn and was formerly
employed by Herr Lembach.  He lhas been
arrested,

The Cologne Gazette snnounces that Don
Antonio, the husband of the Princess Eu-
lalie, who rvecently received permission to
tiake part in the campalgn in Mellila againas
the Moors, took leave for Madrid today in
order to pay his respects to the queen re-
ont before leaving for Movoeco,

In the Havarlak Diet.

The Bavarian Diet nt Muwich this after-
noon distussed a motion to abolish the Bava-
rian legations at St Petersburg and Paris
Promier Crailsham declared it was impossi-
ble for him to advise the regent to sanction
the abolition of such an Impoertant prevogn-
tive of the ¢crown.

A debate on Germany's position in Europe
followed, durlng which Deputy Ruitzinger
decinred that but for the war in 185 the
policy of blood pursued in 1870 might have
been avoided and in place of the presunt
himited sGermany an empire compassing all
the German race might have been created
with the Danube remaining a German miver.

In reply the premier said CGlermany's posi -
tion as] now allled to Austrin was better
than at any time since the vaion of the Gor-
man race,

The hereditary prince of Baxe-Meiningen
has veen appointed to the command of the
Twenty-secona division of the army.

Germuny's New Finauelnl Seheme,

The Associated press correspondent re-
ceived from the finunce minister tonight
the copy of o bill embodying the new finan-
cinl scheme of the empire and which will
now be submitted to the Bundesrath, The
bill provides that the federal contributions
to the imperial treasuary, apart from the
specind sums paysble by thendividual states,
shull be limited each yeur to a sum at least
40,000,000 mirks below the towgl payments to
the states ont of the imperianl revenue from
customs nnd from tobideco, stamps, exclse
and spirit auties. 17 the difference between
the federal contributions and payments to
the states exceeds that mmount i any year
the emplre will retain such surplus, and the
payments  on  gecount of  the Cus-
loms aund the tooacco tax  will be
correspondingly reduced, If the balance
is the other way a corresvonding
anmount of federal contributions will be re-
mitted. Any surplus in the mmperial budget
which may remain after a balance hes been
struck will be paid inton special fund, which
will be used for meeting deficits in subse-
quent years, Should thls equalization fund
amount to 40,000,000 murks further amounts
will be devoted to the redemption of the
imperinl debt, The fund will be managed
by the imperial chancellor, and & report in
regiard to the fund will be submitted to the
Heichstag and Bundesrath early, In the
event of g defivit in the ordinary imperial
budget the taxes on articles of consumption
may be inereased. A special Inw, however,
will be required to determine which taxes
shall be increased and the amount and dura-
tion thervol,

Opera.
prince 1egent of

TROUBLE IN TURKEY,

liector of an Albaninug Sominary Murdered
by Arnats Who Deugaud Autonnumy,

Brranape, Nov, 4.-:t I8 reported from
Prisrend today that the rector of the semi.
nary there has been murdereill by tho
Arnuts, who are iu possession of the terri-
tory after inving driven out the Turkish
garvison and given an ultimatum to the sul-
tun domanding the complote evacuation of
the troops by Wednesday next and the
grauting of autonomy to the pashalik of
Prisrend. .

The Arnuts also Informed the Porte that
should this ultimatum pot be complicd with
the Turkish troops would be expelled by
forve from the pashalik,

Will Not lia, Tolerated.

Wasi saroN, Noy, & —No ofMcial of the
State deparvtment wall admiv the truth of
the report that Gepmany or Fraoce or any
other Europesn power bas given any intima-
tion of an intention to :tervene in Brazitan
affairs, There appears to be no doubt that
the interference of pny Buropean power in
Braanl will elicit w remonstrance from the
United States government.

Commander Picking, in oharge of the
United States naval forees at Rio de Janeiro,
hus sent the following dispatch to Secretary
Herbert: “There is fiving dailly between the
rebel forces ana the government forces bul
without result, Am looking for ajsettlement.
Thus far there has been no interference with
our comerce,”

Tonale's Nuocessur,

(Copurightea 1853 by Jaies Gordon Bennelt. )

Viessa, Nov. 4--[New York Herla
Cable—Special o Tug Bie |—Ewmperor
Franvis Joseph has selected Prince Windish
Gruetz os prime minister of she Austrian
cabinel o succeed Couut Taafe, whose
resigontion uas been nocepied.

Ex-Minlstor Tirnrd,
Loy yrighted 1853 by James Gordon Bennetd, )
Pants, Nov. &.—[New York Hersld Cable
=Special 0 Tug Bael—M. Pierre BEmman.
ue! Lrard, ex-presudent of the ministry and
ex-minister of luagce, died o vhis city this

THOUSANDS  KILLED

Awfnl Beenes of Destruotion and Death in
& Epanish Beaport,

CAHO MUCHICACO'S DANGEROUS CARGO

It Explodes with Foarful Effect at the
Quay at Bantander,

TONS OF DYNAMITE SET OFF BY FIRE

————

Buildings Wrecked and Vessels Sunk by
the Porce of the Explosion.

FLAMES COMMUNICATE WITH THE CITY

Almost the Entire Pince Consumed—An Ap-
palling Denth List—The Giovernor of
the Frovinesd Among the Num.

bor—How It Happened.

Mavuin, Nov. 4. —The city of Santander,
on the Bay of Biscay, was the sceno last
night of a terrific explesion of dynamite.
which killed the governor of the province
and a large number of people, including
several of the leading citizens, and set fire
tothe houses, causing immwenss damage on
ill sidoes,

This news was received herent & late
hour last night and crented nn  intense sen-
sation, Bub there was no means of verify-
ing the report or obtaining additionnl infor-
mation of any kind owing to the fact that
the telegraph  wires in the vicinity of the
disuster had been blown down by the ex-
plosion and people in this city were kept at
a high pitch of excitement until this morn-
ing. Santander, which is the eapital of the
province of the same name, 6 over 200
miles from hera.

This morning the news was confirmed and
further dispatenes were rocelved from the
village of Bova, giving an account of a terri-
ble disaster and one, too, which was most
peculiar in {ts orlgln and (ts nnture,

Didn't Know She Was Loaded,

It seems that a Spanish steamor, the Capo
Muchicaco,of 870 tons register, which reached
Suntander from Cardiff, caught five yestor-
day afternoon to the intense alorm of the
ofMieinis, who feared the flames would cause
further damage to the shipping and to the
quay to which shie was moored and to the
houses in the vieinity, The ofleinls of San-
tander, however, seem to have been unaware
that the vessel was loaded with dynamite, for
they sent all the flre depariment to the
scene, The governor, the chief municipal
ofiicers and muny of the leading citizens
were superintending the efforts to subdus the
fire on board thoe steamer. Suddenly terrible
cries of wlarm were heard from the vessel,
and the alarming news spread with rapidity
that the ship was loaded with dynamite and
the flames were vapldly approaching the
cargo.

Before the crowd had time to rush back
there was a dull roar followed by a fearful
burst of flame and a deafening explosion
which blew the quay into fragments, sot
fire to & number of adjncent houses and
smashed windows for miles around,

Natives Badly Seared.

The inhabitants, after the explosion, were
reduced to & stale of moat abject terror and
the most alarming reports weére circulated
as to the loss of life caused by the explo-
sion, Some had It tha hundreds and others
thiat only a few were killed,

The explosion shook the city and did an
enormous amount of dumage. Muny eitizons
were killed, Including several ofticials of the
municipal and  proviocial government, who
were watching the efforts of the firemen
and others to extinguish the firo.

Among the prominent peopls velioved to
have peen blown Lo atoms by the oxploaon
is the governor of the provinee, who was lust
seen in the front rank of those fighting the
fire. Muauy others who were upon the
wharf a moment before the dynamite blew
the ship up and the wharl into splintors ave
missing.

The inhnbitauts were so dazed hy the ex-
plosion and by the rapid spread of the fames
from house to house that fora long time
afterwards they appeared to be utterly un-
able to make any attempt to prevent any
further spread of the fire, which, according
to the dispatches from the wvillage, was
meanwhile eating house after house and
threatening the destruction of the entire
city, All towns and villages in the neigh-
borhood of Santander have seat thelr fire
ougines 1o the scene, andu strong and com-
bined effort Is being made to save the
property.

Suntander 1s situnted on a headland and
has a lavge port in the Bay of Siscay. Itis
the terminus of a rvailway from Modrid, v
is the port of arrival and depsrture for
many vessels engaged in the South America
trade, It supplies Cubs with corn for the
Castiles, bringing back colomal produce. It
hans o populution of between 80,000 gud 40,000,

Pame Provalls.

Further detulls received here regarding
theterrible dynsmite explosion at Santanaer
suy that in addition to the oMcers killed,
the president of tne provincial council, and
the colonel and chilef oMeers of the civie
guard of Santander wore seriously wounded
by the explosion, It Is ouly announced that
the whole city Is likely to be destroyed, snd
o large number of its populstion. Ower 30,
600 people will be rendersd homeless, A
drandful panie previalls upon all sides. Fire
engines have alveady arrived from many
points sud the most determined efforts are
being made to prevent wny further destrue-
tion of property.

All those on board or oear the dypamite
steamer and all those on board the tug boat
alongside of her, us well us the ofMoers snd
erew of the transatlantie Uoer Alphonso
X1, wera killed by the explosion.

The bouy of the civil governor, who was
divectiug the operations on the quay, nns
been recovered, s well as the bodies of a
number of othor oftficials. Awong those re-
ported killed is the Marquis Pambo.

ldentity oi the Steamer,

It has been ascortalued that the dynamite
londed steamer which caused Lhis terrible
destruction was the Cabo Muchicaco, be-
longing to Bilboa, and not the BHritish
sleamer, us Was at first reported.

The authorities of the Suwntunder wre
bighly censured on sl sides for nllowing the
sloamer W vielate tho port regulations,
which forbid the discharge of explosives at
the quay side; on the other hand, iv is
claimed the authorities were lgnorant of the
danperous nature of the stedumer's curgo or
thoy certaluly would wot have been so fuol-
biardy,

Kvery possible assistance has been sent to
Bantander, where hunareds of doctors are

lmuoucl the Hed Cross upon Presideat

| woruiag.

already ab work, A suwber of wmpor-
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ary hospitals have boen organized in build-
ings untounched by the fames, and their phy-
sicians are dolng everything possiblo in this
dire extremity. The troops sent to the spot
are also rondering great sevvice in blowing
up bulldings neross the pathway of the
flames and the districts still threatened
with fire.  All the Inhabitants of the neigh-
borhood have thrown open thelr houses for
the reception of the wounded and homoless,

No definive estimnte of the loss of lifo has
bean recelved up to the hour this dispateh
is sent, but thers has yot boen no denial of
the statements made in - private and other

dispatehes that the death list  will be
figured by the thousands lustead of by
hundreds,

SEympnthy from Maria Thereosa.

Mavn, Nove 4.—The queen regent, ns
soon a8 she learned of the extent of the dis-
aster at  Sant

Andre, expressed n
desire to go thore, but was dissuadoed
and the mimster of finance was sent to

represent the government and do all in his
power to relieve the suffercors. The minister
started for that place tonight. He was ne-
companied by the senntors and members of
the Chamber of Deputies from the Sant
Andre district.

1t is now ofletally estimated the dead will
number over $K.  The number of missing
and injured Is enormous.  Many of the in-
jured are dying owing to the want of prompt
medical  assistance.  Twenly-seven elvie
guards and all the members of the police
foree but two were knlled.
Among the other victims are the eivil
governor, colonel of the regiment, three
naval offleers, the port oMosls and the
judge fiscal. A majority of the passen-
gers of a train  which arrlved at the
moment of the explosion wore also loilled,
1t appears the steamer which exploded car-
ried 500 packages of dynumite, although
the officors declared there were but twenty
walch were landed at the beginning of the
ire,

MELLO'S AGENT SPEAKS,

Ho Decinres that Brazil's Hebels Are True
to the Republie.

Bresos Avres, Argenting, (via Galveston,
Tex.); Nov. 4. —[By Mexiean Cable to the
NewYork Herald—Special to Tur Bep|—
Senator Ruy Barbosa, the Brazilian exlie
who Is the representative on land of the
revolutionary party of BDrazil, has addressed
another statement to the New York Herald
that the position of the insurgents may be
made known to the world. He denles the
frequently published reports that the sue-
cess of the insurgents meuns the restoration
of the monarchy, and speaking directly of
Admiral Mello nnd  the navy declures that
they are faithful to the republic and are got
insympathy with the alleged treason. The
communication of Senntor Barbosa follows:

Mot Favorable to a Monarchy.

“Torue Evrron oF Tiue New Yorg Hen-
aLp:  From some telegrams latoly published
here I lenrn thut it is the belief in foreign
countries that we wish to restore the em-
pire in Brazil. This is false and absurd.
Brazillans are falthful to the repuablie, but
will not consent to be governed by & military
dictator. Admiral Mello is an honest man,
and has never committed himsell to the
alleged trenson. He is devoted to the re-
publie and the re-establishment of the con-
stitution, He deciares that any attempt to
found a republic will meet with decided re-
pulse. The navy emphatically favors the
republie.

Whore Pelxoto Is Strong.

“A telegram from Washington publishied in
La Nacion today confirms my suspicions that
the revolutionists in Brazil lack the sympa-
thy of the American government because of
the belief existing thero that Admiral Mello
intends to restore the empire. This explains
why Peixoto is able to procure ships only in
the United States, It is also stated thatv
the United States against ite known tra-
aitlons will lend the protection of its flag to
aid Peixoto’s ships ingrenching Brazil."

“It Is o pity such false romaunce should be
credived by expericnced and sagaclous men
in that country and particularly o Wash-
Ington and New York, It is well konown to
us wheresuch stories originated. The calumopy
was planned solely with the cbject of secur-
ing the goodwill of the American govern-
ment.

Peizoto's Alleged Object.

“Nobody 18 trying harder than Pelxoto to
restore the mopsrchy by o systom of mill-
tary oppressions, abolishing liberty and de-
stroying the popularity of republican insti.
tutlons,

“Awmericans will later on be convinced of
the treachery of the Brazilian dictarorship
which leads them to help the most obnoxlous
régime known to the people and inimical to
the constitution of the countey, "Ihe rovolu-
tlon 18 purely & republican movement, de-
sigued Lo suppress & militory dictatorshin,
Frieads of Brazll are grieved at the attitude
of the Amerlean government in alding an
oppresalve aud unpopulir personsl govern-
ment. Our nationsl senthment of friendship
for thie United States has bawsn wounded,

Ruy Banseua."

Whep Senator Barbosa handed his signea
stutement to the Herald correspondent be
loguired anxlously about the Heet of ships
which Pelxoto is buyiug 1o New York. There
18 nbsolutely nonews from Rio de Jauneiro.
The legathn here denics having recelved
BNy messnges,

Nothing confirming] the report that the
alleged coutlivt between the Republics ana
and Itlo  Juneirioin whnich it was sald ¢ £,500
of Poixoto’s soldiers bad beon drowned hin
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bisen roceived. ‘I'he report finds ne oredence
here, 1t is salu thatthe sgusdron ut o ks

| lnactive,
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AFTER  MATT

thelr maker and the murder of an

by young Akeson, who

sensible,
hour
hyndenffed and tnken to the traln,
tention being to remove them them to Platts-
mouth to thers
murder.

iand he recoivod
mouth informing him that a mob congregat.
ing and that his men
they wore talion to that place.
that the ofeer decided to bring the mon to
Omoha and keap them in the Douglus county
jail until the exoitement had subsided and
it was considered sufe
Plattamouth,

SAVED THEIR NECKS

Prompt Action of the Connty Attorney Pre-

ventd a Lynching at Plattsmouth,

AKESON'S  MURDERERS

Friends and Neighbors of the Dead Man

Eagor to Avenge Him.

CAGED THE PRISONERS AT OMAHA

Deputy Sheriff Tighe Bronght the Men to

the Douglas Oounty Jail.

DETERMINED MOB WAS DISAPPOINTED

Hunareds of Cass County Farmers Hent on

Vengennce Walted for a Tenin that
Brought no Viotims—An Ex.
citing Tale,

Huad it not been for the cwtlonsnoss dis
lnyed by tho officinls of Cass county, Tnm

Ber would this morning contaln a full and
detniled account of the lynching of two men,
Hurry Hill] alias Georgoe
Bonwell, the acoused murderers of Farmeor
Matthow Akeson,

Rowors, and John

Had it nov been for the eautiousnoss which
he ofMeers displayod, the souls of these
nen would now  be Journeying on o moes
ol man,

ne of the most vitizens of the

respected

eastern part of the state, wonld have beon

wvetiged by a mob of men who have hitherto

known no harsher sounds thin the bleating
of the herds of the praivies.

As is well known, I1L] and Bonwoll were

arrested in Lincoln Friday night and locked

n fuil, where they were kept until the nr-
‘dval of the deputy shoriff, & brother of

Sheriff Tighe, and Tom Akeson, a son of the

nuridered man.  Then they were identitied
unhositatingly de-
Slared that thoy were the men who shob
lown his father lnst Wednesday night and
aruelly beat his mother until she was in-
After  that, and at an early
yestorday morning, they were

the  lo-

answer to the charge of
While the teain was enroute the
levuty sheriff changed his plans, for at Ashe
i telegrnm from Platls
would be Iynched if

Then it was

Lo remove them to

Yesterdny morning the deputy and his

men arrived at the Myason street depot and
entering a ¢loge carvinge, were drlven to the
county juil, where Hill and Benwell were
locked 1 sepurate sells, Sterilf Bennott and

his brother trying to suppress alli informa-
tion concerning thelr presence in the city,

Farmers Eagor for YVengeanos,

At Plattsmouth there wns Intense exclte.
ment during the entire day, und enrly yes.
terday morning there was & movement on
foot to string the two men to a telephons
pole as soon as they left the train. People
in town wera in communication with the
farmers in the vionity of Weeping Water

and the country ndjacent to the home of the

Akesons, kedping them posted as to the de.
velopments,

As early as 10 o'clock tha streets of the
Httle city had taken on a lively appearance
and werecrowded with the men who coms
prise the best and most respectable elemont
of Cass county. Hourly the crowd wis ine
creased by the avrival of farmers from other

sevtions of the county, and when the traln

due at 1l o'clock rolled In it is safe to es-
timate that there wore fully 1,000,¢farmers
gathered about the door,

Sherlll Tighe Tukes Procaotions,

It was with fechings of alarm ana dice
forebodings that Sherllf Tighe looked out
over this crowd. e knew most of the men,
and ho knew that while they were the best
of cltizens, they were determined and ready
to tnke the luw in their own hands and deal
with the two murderers, Hill and Benwell,
without giving them the benefit of elergy or
jury. Having anticipated acts of violence,
the sherilf had taken the precaution to
swear in twenty deputies, all of whom were
gathered nbout two huacks which were in.
tended tobe used in conveying the pris.
oners from the station to the clty Jail,

The train was on time, and as it rollad up
to the station the conductor looked out from
the door of the baggage car and, ecalling to
the crowd, remarked, "Boys, they are nol
heroe.”

I'his statement, however, did not satisfy
the crowd, and hastily sppoiuting a commit.
teo of o dozen men, It was sent through the
ttuln to investigate and make sure thal
there wus not belng an attempt to secrete
the men in some of the eclosets. Haviog
made the investigations, the committes re-
ported and tue train went on its way, The
crowd dispersed and spread out upon the
streets,

Duly Charged with Murder.

In the meantimoe County Avtorney ‘Iravis
had gone beforo Justice Archer, whoere fe
had filed two Informations, one charglug
both Hill and Benwell jointly with murder
n the fiest degree, while the other charged
Benwell with murder pod charged Hill with
alding and abetting. [t was his intentlon te
have the warrints lssued and served ss soon
as the men stepped from the traln, but, as
he lopked from the window of his office, he
concluited that If he waited for the men to
arrvive there would be a job for the corones
insteéad of oue for tne sheriff. f(laviog
reachod dhis conclusion, ho at once went to
the telegraph oftlee, and, without consulting
the sherlff, telegraphed to the deputly w
leave the murderors ot Omahs until the ex-
eltemoent  had  subsided. This telegram
renched the ofeinl while the train woas at
Ashlaond, and instead of the ofMoor tukin
his men to Plattsmouth, he went over the
cut-off and & few hours later turned them
over to the suthorities of Douglas county.

Io Plattsmwouth this loforwation wis no
glvend o the publio and the people were lef
Lo believe that the wen would reach town on
the poon  traln, Consequenlly during the
ontlre forencon  lnrge crowds of mon contin.
ued to arrive, congregating in stores and
shions, whero the ling of sction Lo be pursued
wus discussed. Now and then & party of
from 100 1o 20 would visit the elty Jail, look
it it nnd march away with the remark: *l
mny e strong enough, but it could not sten
hgalust o batlerving rim M

All Wouk to she Dapaot,

Just before noon, as by one common ime
pulse, the great throug, which numbe
fully 2,000, marehed to the depot to mest the
traln, “Uhe shorifl, who was slso lg igno-
pance of Lhe disposition which llu's beom
made of Hill and Benwell, was also on the

ground with his deputles, prepared Lo pros



