e

ever sped Morcury

parent that

2

THE OMAHA DAILY BEE: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1892

tionized 1he science of war among oivillzed
nntiona,

In no dopnriment was this troer than In
the methods for maintaining communiontion
betweon co operating forces. and thenohieve-
ments of tho military talegraph corps shed a
fadeions Juster on Americau genius  and
American manhood, The governmont for
which 1t members imperiled hife, imb apd

iperLy has been sieangoly tardy in showing
some algn ol gratitude, but the glory of their
miriotio service, without a precedent in the
iistory of the world, has received the high-
st tribute in pther lands, for overy greal nas
tion with a standing army  has organized o
telegraph corps based an the experience and
the sucemss of the Amocicat men—ves, nnd
the American boys—who miade tho elootric
suark apeak with o thoasand voives nod fly
pn the wings of the lightuine, swifter than
with messagn of the
goda.

Americnns Tesoh the World,

Up to tho time of the American war the
bost menos for communiontion 14 the army
was by mounted horsomen, anin the necessl
tias of the service, whetn nany forees were
frRa , made an anarmous draft on the
vnvnm for ot men and horsos, It s Lruo
that & military talograph line was first
orocted during the Crimean war of 18645,
but 1t was used for communication batiweasn
the headquarters of the aliled besiegers #nd
not for tactical purposes, playineg & very iu-
signifioant part in  the econduct of the cawmn-
palgn. Kiforis wera made in Indin, Ttaly and
Alglors, some of them ludlorous and vone ax-
tonsive, to iise the telegeanh in cumpaigning,
but these wore not remirkably successful
und may bo rogardad as ruther experimantal,
The Aﬁnric‘um, therafore, ind no euide, and
they developed the military talegraph us ne-
orsity alotatod.and tholr genius wrought to
meat ameroncies,

Mhe Corps Bogun Without Deslgn.

When Sumtor was firod oh und it vaa ap-
wir wivs lnavitiable, It becany
pecessary 0 mass troopt and supplies at
Washington. Simon Cameron, secretary of
war, ealled on Thomus Scott of the Panasyl-
vania rallvond for ndvica and assistance, nnd
ho called in Androw Carpegle, now the
millionaire ironmastor of  PPittsburg,  but
thon superiotendent of the Plttsburee division
of the Penusyivanis, to take lmmedinte
chargo of the milltary rallronds aond  tolo-
gruphs, Robel symputhizars bag cut tho
wites butwoon HBultitnore ana Washington,
and one of the Arst things Scott did was to
sond four oxpert opevators from his road.
Thoy were David Strouge, DM, Bates,
Samuel M. Brown and Richard O'Brion.
They reported at Washineton April 27, 1861,
nud thus nccidentally, as it were, becamo the
nucleus from which the telegraph corps
grow. Carnogle's raileond dutles increased
#0 rapidly thit Strousa was soou direoted to
tnke charge of the telographs,
Unjustly Donlod n Aalitary Status,

The north was so thoroughly imbued with

tho idons that the wiar was a mattar of only a

fow months' duration thint the talegraph
vorps was tormed (n o haphozard sort of o

wny. IPor more  than six  months
it had neithsr organization npor ofi-
vinl  head, Fnore  was no  law  for

titn oxlatence, dind no act was ever paszed to
give it nlegul or o mihitary standing, o fact
which shoutd bie bornoe o mind o reviewing
the remarkable history of this corps.  The
tuombers of the sigoul corps held w military
rank, but tho telegraohers, though inlinitely
more sorvicoable, woro treuted s clvilinns,

Orgunized on w Cevil I'unllllﬂ-

After six months of unorgnnizged action
Boecratary Camevon determined to give the
ialegreaph covps  form, and ho ealled Anson
Stagor to Washineton to talee charge of it
Goneral Stager submitted n plan of organiza-
tion, which provided that the corps shoula be
under the direction of the seoratury of war,
1t provided tharguartermasters and tholr ns-
sistants should furnish members of the corps
wiih transportation, subsistence and forage,
I'na plan was approved and Stager appointed
goperal manngor, subject only to the seore-
tary of war.

Logal Ohstuclon to Gotling Bations,

Stager did not propose s military rank for
any member of the corps, and the giviog ol a
commission wus not considerad until Quar-
tormaster (General Melgs Insisted that he
could not lecally bonor Stager's requisitions
for money sud supplies. The president
thursupon appointed Stager assistunt goneral
quartermaster with the rank of captain and
Lo was by spocial order assigoed to Joty o8
general manager of the telegraph svstem,

Quartermastors at distant powts began
complainlog that there was no [egal warrant
for Hlling the orders of Stager's clvilisn
superintendents aud he surmouniod that
diffeulty oy seccuring commissions for his
nssistants ws follows: Major Thomus T,
Flekert, Department of the Potomac; Cap-
tmin T. B, A. Duvid, Dapattment of
Went, Virgining  Captain Samuel  Brueh,
Department  of  Ohio;  Captain Han-
dall P, Waoe, purchasing agent;
Captain Charles H. Bulkley, Dopartmont of
the Gulf; Captain George H. Smith, Depary
ment of Missourl; Captoin wWilliam G, Fual-
lor, Dopartment of Tennessee; Captain Joho
C. Van Duse;, Departiment of Cumberland
Captain Willlom L. Gross, Department of
Ohlo; Captain Lemust |, Sheldon, Dopnrt-
ment of the South; Captain James K. Gil-
mors, Department of the South. Stager
hitmsell was promoted to a colonuvley and  at.
tached as wdo-de-camp  to the secrctary of
WAL

“In these arrangoments,' says Willinm R,
Plum, president of the Avmy Tolographers
soclely, “the oporator who braved nesrly all
the dangers lucident to the service was lett
4 more eiviliun, only o quartermaster's em-

ploye, lisble to  draft, his sulary
taxed, and he, surrounded by tho
;mrnﬁ:erua.lln of war, to the condaot

of wnich he was so cssentinl, was without
rank, namo or position, subject to the unoikind
outs of the envious, but thoroughly aporoeci.
Ated by the presiaent, his cabinet and the
gonorals.'”

Buil Run Reported by Wire,

The Arst puraly military line counected the
navy-yurd with the War departmoent in April,
1861, As troons reached Washingtoo l’lmlr
CRMPS weroe similnely connacted with the War
department, snd whon they moved ucross the
Potompe fnto Dixie the wire followed |n
thelr wake, The first lHupurtant engagemont
in whieli it figured was tho battle of Bull
Run. Thoe telegranh nad reached Pajrfax
Clourt Hovse, within ten miles of the battle-
fleld, and it wns arranged that courlers
should leave overy fiftesn minutes for the
oftice ub thit polnt with news of the engage-
ment. W. 3. Wilson, who was stationed at
the War dopartment offlee, gives thoe follow-
lng graphic desoriplion of the nows:

“In the telegeaph ofifce at the War depart-
mont throughout Sunday, July 21, 1861, wers
congragated the president, mostol his cabinet,
Genoral Scott's stalf ofMoers, Colonel Thomas
A, Soott and other celeprities of the nation
with maps of the feld belore them, watoh-
g, ws it wore, tho confliet of arms ns it pro-
grossed. Hour aftor hour, ns the couriers
reported our troops steadily forelng tho
anamy back, hopes beat high, oxpoctation,
suatisfnction was discornible on every brow,
and tue cheers of our patriotic soldlvry as
they fought bravely on wore responded to In
tho hearts of all pre.edt. Suddenly, os the
shades of eveulng wore falling on apnes,
lull oocurred. Fiving could pot be beara by
tho corps of observation, No couriers ar-
rived at Wairfax. What could oo the mat-
terl The most pluusible rauson advauved
was that our army, now victorious, was
resting after the burd tebting of that not
summer day, Every tow mioutes Fairfux
was signuled but only to recelve from tho
operator the stercotypoa reply of ‘no nows.'
Au bour was expended when, Hie the quick
flush of Lghtniog and the stunning orush of
thunaer, chme those ehllling words, ‘Qur
arwy 18 in full rotrest.' I'ho signals now be-
camo wore froquent, rapld aud oxlted, The
relroat soon resolved itselfl into n perfect
rout, nod as the telegraph renorted to thuso
around it asseribled Lhe terrible soenes and
beartrending storles of sufforing during that
nevor-do-be-forgotien nlght all seemed to
feel thut’ the hour of the uation's greatest
porll had areived aond clung tnstinctively
uround the cool, olear-visioned prosident,
loowine to bim for suceor,'

Waonderful Avhisvements of the Corps,

The telegraph corps grow with the army,
und during tho war It had 1L,200 operators,
and wbout as many bullders and repairvers,
About one ln twelve of these is koown
to baro peen killed, wounded or taken

risoner, and as no suthentlo rocords were

ept It is though! the wetual numbers of
such viotims was searly twioe as grost as is
known, The oorps construoted 15,050 miles
Lalograph, and sent wbout 8,500,000 telug raws,
Many of these were vory long, snd tho wost
lm L wera put lnto difieuls olphars,
be great majority of those operatlors wora
boys, rauglug from sixteen 1o twenly-ons
eurs of age, Alwer some conlontion wm the
‘ore part of Lho war, thoy wers made tho sole

oustodians of Lhe cipher keys, & confidence
whioti was deolod even stafl otlicers, apd the
Aoy ity of Lhese Lruve Loys is ailesled miost

eloquontly by the fact that no member of the
corps ever betrayed bis secrat,

Withont Precedent in History,

Thoe memobors of (bis telegraph oorps
pioneers in the naw art of was, unhonors (
and unsung, performed marvels withont
procedent in history, but the world has only
the falutest concsption of thele matohless
ser vice,

When Sherman was flounderiag In the
sweinmins of the Carolinas he was in hoarly
commiunigation with Geant, 1,500 miles away
as the wires ran, and he proudly and traly
ponsted that the lke of this achievement
wid navey known in the ages befors the
Amurican war

When MoeUielland sat down aboat Alexan-

drin  the wire from Washington in-
to  Dalawnrs was  extonded  to Cape
CUhnrles, and n twenlyv-mile oable

across Chesapaake bay broaseht [Foriress
Monros into vcommunioation with the capitual,
When Lattle Mae moved ot 1o Yorkiown the
wires woent with him and kept him in touch
with avory department of the army of tho
ropublie. I'hey followsa him into tho forests
atd tho morasses of the Chickahominy, and
by night snd by aay wept Lim informed of
events hundrads of miles away,

Fonght n Battle by Telegeaph.

The flold telograph had its first practical
teat at Gaines Mills and saved the federal
army from uttor rout. Jesse Hunnall, in
fulling pack from an savanced post to Galnes
Milis, missed his rou'e, He ran across a
tolograph line, Goneral Porter was haed
pressed, and o llne of battle was being formed
within a huudred vuras of tne operator, Ha
tanped the wire, sat down in tho shade of a
trea noa bogan calling  MeUlelland’s
operator, Fortunnately there  was  u
respouse,  Tho commander was informed of
the  situation, He orderad Bunnell
to hold his place and deaw into his sor.
vire the fredt orderiles poassing that way.
Bunuell spt under fire hour after hour, re-
potting to MeClelisng evary tarn in the
bauttle nod recwiving orders for the com-
manders engaged while the buliets whistlied
through the tvess nnd the blood of killed and
wounted orderllos spattered his clothing
and staloed his, dispatches,  Little  Mace
fought the battle by telégeaph, and the wire
and the brave oporutor saved the duay.

MThe wires followsa MeDowoll to Frod.
ericksburg, Danks up the Shonandosh, Bre-
moat into the Alleghnuies and Pope [rom
Cedar mountuins to Chantilly,

In tho west they aecompunied Foote to
Iort, Henry and Grant to Doneison,  Fulso
telegrums over confederate wires onabled
Mitchell to caprure veluable treins and
menacs Covinth and Chattanoogs,  Halleek's
field wires roported every move of the enamy
during the sdavaues oo Corinth.  ‘The tolee-
raphors wont with Graot into Mississippl,
aud their lines earried the order to Sherman
to leave Memphis ana move oa to Vicksburg
by water,

These are but examples of innumerable
ouses 1o which the talegraph corps rendered
invaluable service, It forotold daogers,
hastonod subpiies, broueht up reinforées-
moents nnd  gopt co-operating forees in con-
stunt, communication  thousn separated by
hundreas or thousauas of miles,

ety Tor Any Desperate Servioe,

Giiven o handful of hardtack, i eantsen of
water, pipo. tobacco and matehes, i1s meam-
bers wera always resdy 1o go wher-
over orderod and remain oa dury aldght
and day, with the sky for thelr only peof,
mother oarth theie softest couch aod a tree
BLLmp their only ofMive,

Thoy promplly responded to ealls for
operplors to go into the euempy's lives and
tap his wires, and many thus took desporato
chanves of balng captured nud hanged or shot
as sples. In thls mannor, bioden away in
lonely forests, they secursd much lmportant
luformation abouteconlederate movements, In
evory one ol the southera stutes thoy accow-
pauled foderal  rotders  and tupped the
enemy's wires, often with valuable results,

Operators were  frequently kept on duty
many succassivo days ana nights until ex-
hausied, makine them nn ocasy proy to
southern fovers, Moro than oue of them,
shaking with fever, lny down with his ear to
the fnstrument and wrote with teemoling
hands disputches whose secret he would
trust to no one elso,

Manv & time u boyish operator was left at
his post afcor tho seldiers had rotranted, and
he kept some distant offfcer advised of the
approach of the enemy uoril somo such mes-
sage a8 “‘Goodby, tho Johnoies are coming."
was followea by a portentous silence, Or
he mav huve sent somo news of unexpected
disaster, as in the oase of Operator Nicholas,
who warned Grant of the impending de-
struction of his immoense stores at Holly

Sprines.  Miss,, by laconienlly wiring:
“Goodby, Van Dorn is coming.  Davil only
knows woat will becoms of me. Here they

‘m-lf
An Ungratefal Republic,

Strange to say, tho members of the mli-
tary tolegraphers corps never recelved so
muoh usn “thank you' from the govern-
maont they served 8o bravely and  so lovallv,
Trnough un integral and vitaliy essential part
of tho army, sworn to fidolity, ana subject
ra Lo hazards and burdships
of the solidiery, thev weros denied s military
stutus by tho action of Suerotucy Stanton,
who velieved thoy could elve their country
botter sorviee I gept fres from tue inter-
fervnce of moedalesome ofllcers,

The dispatchers in vhe signal corps were
ranked ws oficers and received spacial re-
wirds at the elose of tho waur,  With the ex-
coption of theie offlesrs, the telegraphars re-
tired fromn the servico without rauk, roward
or recoguition. ey were stnply told to
Quit anid wo, snd thelr names wore tuken off
tue payroll, They hud not so much us a dis-
churge paper to hand down to their enildren
8s au evideucs of the honorable part thoy

vore. Munv of them wers arawn from
the rauks of the soldiers, some of }
them  sealust  their  will, and 0x-
ports ut that early slago in

telegraphy were 8o searce thst the secroetary
of war issusda specidl ordor oxempting
oparators from conseription.

Urganized for Justioe,

Sixtecn yoars after the war closed the
survivors of this remarkavio corps organized
tho docioty of the United States Military
Telograph ecorps for the avowed purpo o of
socurineg from the oatlon o wwcogoition of
thelr wilitaey servico,some tangible evidence
of their share o Awmeriea's glory,

AL flvst u blll was introduced in  congress
giving the telegraphers nilitary rank sssimi
lnted to that of army offioses, drawlog ke
pay und permitting them pousion snd home-
stead privileges, Sinee 1580 they  bave oot
asled for pension or bounty, They domand
slinply ap uet declaring that they ware an
lutogral poart of the army  and  grant-
ing them an honorablo discharge,
thus giving to the world tangible evideuncy
of thole patviotism, The Grand Avmy of the
Ropublic aud muny of the famous gonerals of
the war have declared that the telesraph
corps wis gasontially u part of the army, and
the action wsked of cougress would be merely
 récogaition of u fact that actunlly exlsted,

Six times have congressional committecs
mnde fuvorable roports on dpproved  mess.
ures, but o each cuse soms obstavle bas pre-
vinted the desired logislation.

Tne most expect memoers of the corps
were sintionod \n ¢ e War departient, 1I'hay
wers not only requived to bo trat-class
senders and relinble recelvers, but also ex-
vellent penmen, because the dispatobes re-
colved wero ull written in ok and copied in
lattor prossvs, The War dopartmont oftice
handled wll messuges of Prosident Lincolo,
Sueeretary Stanton, the seoratary of the nayy
aud all wembers of the catiner, and also ull
messages direoted 1o tho commandar-lo-ohlef
of the uriny when stationed st Washlogton,
I'beso vispatohes ware delivered by cavalry
orderiies, who were subject to vall night and
diy. Awong the memoers of the corps sta-
tioned ab the War department offico and now
in Owana are: J, H. Bunoell, J. 1. Nicholls,
{icorga W. Nuil, E. Rosewator, H. 1. Mat-
lock und J. H. Emerick,

FILOMAS T, ECKERT,

An Early Telegraphoer Who Bocutan Asslst-
aul necretnry of War,

The nume of Thomss Thompson Eekert,
the prespnt vice prasident and general man-
agor of the Wastern Unlon Talograph com-
puny, bus been promivently wssociuted with
Lo history of wlegraphy for Lhe past forty
yoars, Mr, Kckort s one of those men who,
baving bogun 48 & common operator, have
pushed thelr wiay 1o bigh and responsible
positions in the tolagraph service., :

Ho was born at St Clairsville, O,, In 1825,
His fest experionce in wlegraphy was in
1549, whan he wes appoluted postmuster at
Wooster, O. Haviug lesroed telography
during the previous year, Be opened the Srn

ostal toelegraph service © by  recelviog a
ado wire in his ofMos.
elo had pot remalned In this position lon
bafore his aotivity mnd enterprise stiract
the attention of J. H. Wade, afterward
oue of Clevaeland's  wealthiest  citi-
sens, who was then  extendiug his

i e —————t.

telograph lines westward from [Pittsbure,
Pa,, overtha Fort Wasne & Uhicago rall
rnm'l to Chieago,. Wada saw In young
Foxkert just the man that he “necaesd audl
made him suporintendoent of his lnes,

Soon after Mr. Wads beeamo Identifled
with the Western Union company and  his
linos wers absorood by that system. In this
manner Mr Sekort was brought into the
sarvier ol the campany of which he was
destined to be «he managing heda, and  he
soon  became noted for his energy, good
juagement and capieity for lnbor,

In 1850 he resiened to beecomo suporin-
tondent of o gold mining vomoany in North

Caroling, and romained votil 1861 whon  ha
rotarned to Cincinnatl,
Shortly after bis return Colonel T'hotmas

A. Soott, thon wasistant sacretary ol wWar,
ecallea him to Washington to take clinrge of
the military telegraph service ut MeClellan's

GENENAL THOMAS T, BCKERT.

headquarters, In 1842 he accompaniad  Me-
Cletlan to the peainsuia ns suporintepaent of

the military  tolegeaph depirtinent of the
Potomae  with the  rank of oeap-
tain, In Soptemboer ho wins e
oalled to Washington to establish

tho military telogeanh hoadatuneters in the
War department bullding and was promoted
to the vank of major, e was subsegquontly
breveted Heutenant colonel and afterward
brigadier general,

His avties brought him into Intimate  con-
tnot with Presideny Lincoln and Secretary
of War Stanton, by whom he was highly
trusted and estearad,

President Lancoln visivzd the War depart-
mont, telegraph nMea every day during the
war, Ilespent from one ta six thours dally
in the offive, wuring these visits when
business for n time beeame slack the prosi-
dent and General Bekert entertained one
another with stories and  ansedotes,  Thie
wis fostered an intimacy wineh doubtless
influenced President Tuincoln tq mpnoint Kek-
ert 4 menbor of the speacial commission to
traat with the confedarates and to misat lron
T. ttunter, tho contederate sscretary of
state, during thoe Iatter part of the war, with
i viow W possitie of coacluding peace nago.
tintions,

In 1564 Goneril Bokert was appolnted ne-
aistaat seoretnry of war and served In that
capieity until Angeasr, 1880, when Lhe re-
signad Lo accept the oflice of weueral supor-
Intondent of the coasteorn division of the
Western Union, from whuch he has cison te
his present position.

COLONEL It € CLOWERY,

Distingunished  Serviee of  the Westorn
Union’s Generst Suporintendent,

Colonel Robert C, Clowry began hias tele-
graph caroor at Joliet, TiL, under a munpger
who ageead to teach him the business if ho
would serve as messenger boy for aix mouths.
At the end of that torm, in the fall of 1852,
he wns givon tho oftico at Liookport, 1il. Here
be parfected themsell in the busingss, and In
Docember, 1853, ne was made manager of the
office at Springiield.

Six yoars luter he was promoted to the su-
perintendency of the St Louls & Missouvi
River and ICansas Telogranh companies, geu-

CLOWRY,

erally gnown as the Stebbivs lines. To April,
1560, he was cuoson supcrinbindeast and sec-
rotary of the Missourt & Waostern Telegraph
company, Hest with  headquarters at St
Louis and tbhen at Omann, He remamed iy
this ety until appoluted, in October, 15644,
assistant superintenvdent of militery tele-
graphs for the Dapartment of Arkansus with
the rank o! capraln aud assistant querter-
wmaster,

On the rotiremeant of Major George H.
Smith in Septamber, 184, Mr. Clowry was
made the managor of the telegraph vorps for
Missourl, Arkausas uud Kunsas. s had
1,700 miles of teiegrank to waich ann keép in
vepale, und during six  months abont 250,000
mossoges wern sent over his systam, Hae
randored the union distinguisned service and
was ealled a *'model oflicer.”  He was bre-
votwod o lloutennnt calonel May 18, 18490, anuy
musterod out of the service,

Colonel Clowry nas bacoma wvromloontly
ldentified with commurcial telography since
the war, filllng various responsible positions,
and Is now vieow prosideut and general super-
intendent for the Wostarn Union with head.
guarters in Coteago.  Ho mareiod an Omaha
isdy, owns property 1o this city anid lins o
lively interest in its neople and its matorial
prospoerity.

INVEATOR OF CIPHERS.

Servioe at the Ware Deparrmoent Telegraph
Omier in Washingron,

A. B. Chunaler, prosident of the Postul
Talegraph company, wis a cipher operator
at the War dopartment in Washiugton dur.
Ing most of tho war and ut its close was niso
alsbursing clerk, Horendersd distinguishod
Aarviee, and enjoyoa the [ullast contidenoo of
the prasident and othar impartant governo-
ment and wilitary offloors, being ewmployed
on the most secret snd diffleuly work in
translating and “putting up'’ cipher dis-
potehos of the groatest imoortsoce. Hae
ussisted matenally in tha laveation of new
ciphers, and was one of tho throo experts

A, N, CHANDLEINL
who, after four hours of siudy, made out a
daugerous cipher of tho anemy written io a
witxtuve of wmusional, Greew, Indian, Rowman,
telographic and phonetio characters,

A single Ineldent will Hlustrate the confl-
doutial relations of the operators und the
president, Afier the batide of Goettyaburg
Lancoln wanted Uoenoral Meade Lo follow up
his advantage by avother attack on the reboel
army before it had time to cross the Polomas
or recover 'vom It defedt. He was exossd-
ingly fearful lest the ovemy should caoap:
without furtber pupishwmepl, and speut
suxious nours lo the War depuriment talo-
grapl ofice swaillog sews. Calhog Chao-

diar up ton mapy the president traced tho
positions nf1q‘:avinl divisions of the
opposing armled Bng expressed tho grontest
nstonlshmedt that the federidl commander
had not ml?mlr"mlda At fttack on his
demoralizea ot He sald it seemod to him

on being driven acroas the
iag preventsd, and as be
walked away almed mitterly: “They
fthe unton forcesd- will be ready to fieht a
magunificent battle when the enemy nce nll
aver the ¢lver dhdlthore 18 nobody to Neht,””
Loo escaped annthilation as Linooln fenrod
he wonld, .

At the clowe of jhe war Chandler recolved
from his ohle _(munrnl fekart, wcting for
tho socrotury o War, a silver watch nnda
letter of warm ‘thanks for his falthTul aud
eloirnt sorviet: sa

BROKE INTO THE CORPS,

Busy Carecer of n Moy Whom Stager Thought
Too Young for the Serviee,

Witliam R. Plum, prostdont of the Sociaty
of the United States Ailitary Telegraph
corps, wis bora in Massillon, O, in 1545
Durlng the summer school vacation of 1840
ho learnod to tolagraph and shorily there.
arer took ohares of the rmirosd and Western
Lnion office at Avwater, O., where o six
months he becams so profioient that La was
Frnmomd to the charge of the office at the
wadguarters of the ralleoad at Uleveland,
e remmned thore until Pebruary, 1862,
when he determined to enter the Unitea
States milithry tolegraph corps.

Genaral (then Captain) Anson Stager, the
chiof of the corps, happéning to be In tho
city, the voy, knowing of the need of such
help, tendered his serviees, but thov were
immediately declined on the ground thut he
wis too young aua small. ‘Thercupon, ana
withont™ the cnpiamn’s kaowledee, Plum
telegraphed Stagor's nssistant for thoe Doapart-
ment of the Cumbepland, Captain Brocn,
at Lonlsville, KKv., offering his servicas, o
reply to an urgent request to come al once
the hoy lelt that nlght

Young Plum opened the Hest ofiice at
Columbia, Kyv., burely escaping aapture en-
route by John H, Morgai's guercilin foree,
us it was then eatled,  In a fow woeoks heo
was given ¢harge of the lmwportant repeating
oftice st Lebauon Jeuetion, on the Loulsville
& Nushville vatlroad, whers all messuxes to
and from tho army operating sgalnst Cum-
bertand Gap were repeated.

General John H, Morgas  having eaptured
Loebanon ana other plaees in tho roar of the
Ciap forcos wnd threntenitg Frankfort, Plum
was ordored thather, Thence he went to the

wilirar 1
main office in Nas wyville, whore he romalned

PLUM,

durine its siego and until after thoe battle of
Stoue Itiver. T'han he tovk charee of Genwral
Gordon Graoger's offce lo the field at
Frankiin, i

Roseerans' army was about moviue when
Plum Joined hig bHeadquarter telegraphers,
Volunweer cperators being called for to go
to ‘ne veliefl of the ‘overworked and too few
telegraphers about Vieksburg, Plum started,
but was temjmrurll.v ampgen by Stager to
1ill the place of the €olumbus, Ky., operator,
who was avine of smallpox.

Iu o row weskd ha was relloved and glven
entire cunrge of the Usited States military
telegraph lines frofm Nashville o Paduoeab
vin Clarksville, Fort Donaldson, Tort Henry
and Smithland, From 1%aducah the wires
conuacted with Cairo and formed the second
route north from Nashville. Tnis route wias
tor the most part n wildarness of woods, and
guerrilla bauds frequently visited it, eaptur-
ing operators and destroving wires, ‘Three
repairers wore killed by them,

After the battlo of Chuickamauga Pl r vis
orderod to the front at Ubattanoogza, but wus
detained there until the army reached the
Chattalioochioe river, whon he joined Gionera!
George H. Thomas' headguarters offlea, Ho
aecombunied the general around and south
of Atlanta und in the battle of Jonesboro,
soortly after the confederate evacuation of
Atlants, Plum was made manuger of thu!
office, but when Sherman started for the sea
e wus soentto Nashville with 'homas and
wis with niw in the grent battie there,

Plum continued iu chorge of Thomas'
offiee in the field und oitv until the war was
over, wheo he resigned to go to ¢ollege. nav-
ing declined an nppolutmont to Waost Point,

Of course inall of these positions Mr,
Plum handled the eipher kevs in use, and at
one time he held one of only four or five
copies prepared, the War department,
Grauts, Sherman’s aud Thomas' oflices huy-
ing ench a copy.

Mr. Plum graduatea from the Yalo law
departmoent in 1867 and bas sines boen a suc-
vessful lawyer in Chicago. In 1882 he puh-
tished his history of the United States mill-
tary telegrapn corps in two large octavo
volumes, from which Tue Bee has deawn
froely for its reminisconces of the corps.
"rom the organization of the Soclety of the
United States Mihuary Telegraph Corps e
has been elected its prasident at every an-
nual reunton,

HOSTILE CAMPS CONNECTED.
OfMlers Worked by Union Tele-
griaph Oporwtors,

 Jdames 2 Pettit of Chicago, secretary of
the Soclety of Military Telographars and
maosager of the Postal compuny's offieo in
that city, enhsted in the waras a soldier and
#% such took purt In tho buttle of Falling

And Both

JamHsle, PEITIL
Waters, Va. Hd 'ﬁih also n participant in
tho siege of Vicksturg a8 n guartermustor's
clerk, but operaloes. were in great cemand,
and be was transforged to tho telegraphic
service, In Junb, ¥4, be was maie Hingi-
agoer of the offico at Athens, Ala,

Whaen Porrest '‘dupured the town Pettit
and another operafor. Wohn 1. Ludwig, re-
tired to the fort wdil prepared to do duty us
soldlors, Mueh to thely chagrin, tho fort
wus surrondersd, and they bocame prisouors.
Thoey were Laien to the robel pen at Cabnba,
Ala, whera both were kel of fever, Pettit
for two months, ‘T'he unfortunnte federals,
(ke those (o other southurn prisops, lived
lives of borrible topluve. There were twaelve
wen in Pouit's ward, aod cleven of thew
died, e being tho sole survivor.

After six months of this tocrible experi-
ened Pottit and Lauawilg werd seut to the
piarole camp noear Viewspurg to be ex-
ousnged, and Willlan R Pum, iy reldf-
ing thelr subsequent Bxperience, rocords

the following remarknoio glreum-
stuneo: “lostead of tueir bolng
rolensed the wire was repuired

from Vicksbiurg to the bridge [ever tho Big
Biack viver at the coulederate vamp| wnd
Pott tswationed a the rebel beadqguarters of
exchunge and Ludwig in ihe federal camp,
Luds was March 41, 1 und while the war
was i full wisst,  IL Ie wo auteresting
and doubtless isolated Taob thut thus,

and
togoether

by mutual consent, confoderato
urion headquarters wera linked
and both ofMces worked by union operators.
Exchnnges woro greatly faciiitated by this
moans, but It was a ereal bardslnp to both
the oporators, who had suffered greatly from
chronic dinrrhe. Indosd Peitit worked most
of the time in a bammock. Fxposure nero

produced & relapso, which, while it nearly
doestroved, saved lis  lifa He fnd
Ludwig wers to go north  with 2,100

other oxchapged prisouers on the steamer
Sultann, This rolnpse provented Peitit gn'nag,
and Cicneral Dann refused lenve to Ludwlg,
A& he was groally necomd to nssist Samuol
Cochiraneg, the elecraph manager of 1he
Vieksburg aistrict, who was slowly dying
whinn he shouid huve gone south 10 recu e
ato. The Sultaua blew up near Momphis
took (re. About 1,400 homoslck soldlors
were ther:by killea or drowaed, May 0
ettt and Ludwig wore axchnoged.”

LOUES 1, RORTY,

Superintenids the Largest atiroad Toele-
mraph System in the Waorlil.

Louis: H. Korty
suporitondent of
the Union Paciho
railrondstolo.
graph &systom,
was born an Glar-
\ many, Ootober 29,
: 18410, *His famly
- eame to tils coun-

Jtr}’ in 1850, a8t

tlicg in Town, He

7 commenced e
'ﬁ'-uift:i" graphing at  thoe
iy age of 14 on tho

Hlinois & Mississippl Talegraph company’s
lines at Pory Madison, la, using the old-
fastiioned piper register—reading by sound
velne but Hitte practiced in those davs and
permitied only 1o w few of the largor oficos.
Eiis first splary as operator amounted Lo the
munificent sum of £12 per month. After
being employed on the same company's linos
successively at Chicago, Minnesotadunction,
Wis., Cedue Palls, 1a, nod Rookrord, 111,
until 1504, ne gnterad vhe Uolted States Mill-

ry telegrapn eorps at Momophis, Venn,,
serving durlog tho war in tae Depirtimanty
of tho Camberland, Tennosscs, Mississippi
and the Gulf,

After tho close of hostilitins
pointed munpgor, for the govera-
meat, of the joint ofilce of the Amerl-
cun and Southwestern Tolograpn compuanios,
which position ne retained until the lines
were reliugquished by the government ana
turned beK Lo the compames,  Ho was then

transterred to Texas, whern he continued in
the military telegrapn sorvice s eipher
clerk until 1867,

In tha fall of 1863 he eoame north and ne-
cepled a position with the Western Union
company, and for about n vear was one of
three operators who worked the overlund
cirenivon which Omuba was one of tho
principal relay polots, I'ne operators at
Owmaba at that tme ncluded Messers, I,
Rosownter, 19, L, Avmsteonj und  the Deake
brovhers, Luther and Flemon, with all of
whom Mr, Korty exchaugoed many messages
ou the singla wire wiich thoen corried ai tho

ho was ap-

o cgruphle  correspondence  between the
Atlantie and Pacific coasts,
In the spring of 1570 ne entered tho em-

ploy of the Unlon Pacifle, serving us agent
nnd telegraph mauager at several stations la
Wyoming asod Utnh.  He was transferrod to
Omaba o Octobor, 1871, as chitel operator,
uppointed pssistant superintendent of  tole-
graph in 1851, and on the resignation of Mr.,
J.l Dickey as superintesdoent of  the Union
Pacific's lines Mr. Korty suceeaded nim in
that position in October 1857, He now en-
Joys toe distinetion of haviog charge of Lhe

lureest vallway telegraph system in the
worln,
Mr. Korty, in eojunction with Mr,

Dickey, Inttoduced ana  developad the tele-
phove in Nebrasks, Wvoming, Utan, Idabo
iwnd Montana. He still retains a large inter-
est in tho two tolephone companies opening
that territory, and is secroatary and tréensurer
of the Neornska Telophons company.

Mr. Korty is too modest to say much about
his war experiences, but his comrades testify
to his brave und effieient service. Willlam
1. Plum relates a echaracteristie incident, one
of Korty's experiences in the work of open-
g communication from the Black river
bridee near Vicksburg to Mobile, from which
puint he hnd been called lor the dangerous
mission:

“lorty lefy the [Black] mver in company
with Captain Turser of o New York regi-
ment, Defore starting they had discussoed
the propriely of only twa persons traveling
by night overncountry infested by guerrilins
and other vad characters who had left their
commands with their arms without waiting
o b paroled, Many of their homes were in
the Transmisslssippl depurttnent, and there
E. Kirby Smith communded and was detey-
uiined to Nght to the last extramity, Thither
ulso others, thoved by the same uneconguor-
aple will, tended, and hence it was n danger-
ous ride that Kovty and Turner provosed,
but they mounted their horses and were lost
in the darkoess of that silent algntto brood
over imaginury eviis as they slowly picked
thelr wasy., Turner had fought over Lhis
ground and wuas wounded at the buttle of
Chumpion Hills, which locality, about rmia-
night ns the moon e=caped the clouds. they
repched safely, Turner’s adventures here-
abouts, whicn he related enroute, the appro-
hensions of ovil, the wreeks of calssons,
pleces of shells, the hour, the loneliness, the
silonce, but above all the whitened bones of
slmin animals, the rugoe burial bosras an-
nouncing the namesof the fallen and other
ovidences ol mortal contlict upon which the
moon's pale light gave u sopulchral hue,—
these things, at & timo when gravevards
yawn, strung the nerves of the riders to the
highest tension,

SAfter contemplating the seeno a little
thoy pressed on through the thick woods ana
on eipereing  were suddenly complately sur-
rounded by elght or  ten men  coming
out of n thicket with drawn roevoivers
culling cut: ‘Get down, vou Yunikos — -
' One cavght Korty's bridle and wsn-
oth*r leaped forr Turner’s but the litter
opeaed on his assatlant and others with his
rovoiver, 'U'bus begun the second battle of
Cnumpion Hills withgreater oldds against the
unionists thap Gieant had agaiust Pomber.
ton,  Before Korty coult deaw  bis weapon
his horse, o spivited, unmanagable aunimal,
reared up, and, dushing heaalong, oroke from
the bustmen, and was out of rango with its
vider, But Turner was Hghting alone,
However, he wus Hghting  eallantly, empty-
ing two revolvers and shooting at least two
of the assailants, and theo leaving uvnparmed

amid & shower ot bullews, Korty, in the
meantime, bad checked bhis  Lorse, and was
returning o Turpner's sld whon the latter

rodo up.

“Iheir Aest ldea was Lo pross on o Clin-
ton, but then they heard the neighing of a
harse, and, concluding thnt the men were
mounted (porbaes faodiae with tho cotntyy)
wnd would pursus, thoy determinoed to tuke
un elevaled position aswong the bills, whoro
tying their norses, thoy threw up & barrl
cade, contdently oxpecting 10 Lo besivgoed
If no, they determined o robaptize the ais
toele ground, But the guerriling, discover-
Ing the preparvations, or for solne other reu-
son, let them alone, Waiting, watching,
liatening until sunrise, mwade o long wvight of
it; but, at lnst, dayiignt came, und the two
entered Clintou in sufoly. At prenkfast o
professor, who bafore thy war conducted o
fomule somipury thers, reluted the vireom-

|

graph offico lo the War departmant at Wash
nigton, was born at Harrlsburg in 1899, His
fArst work in the telagraphio service was san
mossenger boy for the Atlantle & Ohlo
Telegeaph company, aud be Wik so0n pro«
moted to ap oporator's doslk

I'n 1964 ne ontorad. upon s long sorvice
with the Pennsyivama road by becoming its
operitor ut Harriabure, In Aoril, 181, he
wis 5ot by Colonel Thomns A, Seoti to the
ofMee of Govarnor Curiin 10 Assist
ganization of Pennsylvman  troops, and in
Mav o was called to Vashington, where he
wha made managsr of tha military telograph
offies in the Wardepartment.  Hare ho camo
into freguent contact with Peesicont Lincoin
nnd thoe socratuey of war.

Compeitea by health to leave tho regulne
corps, Mr. Wilson, during whe ralds and
alirms on the upper Potomae and In south-
orn Pannavivanin, wcted as a télegraph scout
undoer insteuctions [rom Uolonel Soeott and

o

W, B, WILSON,

Governor Curtin, Armed only with a pooket
instrument, o el of fine helix wira and a
key to the epher, ho trampoed over the
threatenod disteict, attuched Yis fnstrumaont
to the telvgeaph whoenover he had inforima-
tion to commnunicate and put his messaea
into ciphor ot the koy, genceally datioz v
“in the woods noar "

In I862 My, Wilson was mada lost car
ngent of the Pennsvivanin valeond, and he
rondered the government valuable seyvice in
mitters of transpostation.  One of his duties
wis 1o wateh confederate movemaonts in the
lHue from Wheoling to Aloxandrin,  Mr.
Wilson's aervices were wiarmly cominended
by Peeswdent Lidneotn, Governor Cortin and
Assistant Adjutant Genoral E. D, lown-
send,

Mr. Wilson nns romuined with the Penn-
svlvania sinco the war aud lbas beon in-
trusted with many importaat missions, He
hns done same journalistic work on tone side
nnd has also boon prominent in polities as a
domoerat,

EDWARD HOSEWATER,

A Military Telegraphor—DPresident ol thoe

stances of bis Hodiug the bodles of two mon
wto tiud vean murdored two nights oelore
uear whore Korty and Tarser wore ut-
weked,
WITH THE PIRESIDENT.
One of the Munsgers of the War Depart-
wient Chtios,
Willinin B, Wilson of Poiladelptis, who

for & thne hud chargo of the militury tele i

O Vimers® Associntinng,

Eaward Itosewater is a natlve of Botenila,
He enterod upon his caveer ns o telographor
at Cincinnati in 1855, In 1550 ho acconted o
posttion on the Southwestern Telegripn
company's line in Tennessce, and in the fall
of that yoar ha was transforred to Steven.-
son, Ala, then an fmportant rallway ropent
Ingr startion, It the spring of 1801 he wis as
siened to the commaerveial ofice at Nashville,

whers he romained until that ecitvy eapit-
ulated to the union army under Goneral
Buell, He tondered nis services to Thomas

E. ROsEwWATER, 1802,
A. Scott, then assistant secretary of war,

who necompanied General Buell, and re-
built  thea lines across the Cumberiand
river, which had been destroved with the
suspension pridge by Genoeral Flovd's army.
Thiety days later he formally enlistod in the
Upited States military telegeaph corps ut
Wheeling and accompunicd General Fre-
mont through his entire West YVirginia cam-
walgn, In July, 1802, be was ordercd to
Vushington and station=d for four weeks in
the nivy yord, then commundod by Commo-
dore Dablgren, When (General Pope wis ns-
siened to the command of the Army of Vir-
ginle Hosawstor madoe apolication at the war
cMee to aceompuny bhio in the fleld, He was
thereupan appointed as one of the st Y oper-
ators nug remalued with General Pooe
throusaout the campaien from Wiurrington
to Cutpepper und the Rapidan, and baek
again across the Iappabannock, During the
three days' engagemoent at Bull Run he
trapsmitted all of Genoral Pope's dispatches
from the battle field, On Semambor 1, 1562,
he wns recalled 1o Washington and assigned
to duty 1o the War department. 1o the fail
of 1865 he resigued from the military tele-
graph corps and moved to Omaha, whore hio
was for seven yvears manager of the Pacitic
Teivgraph ana Waostern [Tnion companios.
In 15871 be severed his connection from the
telegraph service nand entered upon has
oareer ns editor aud publisher of Toe Bee, of
which he was the founder amd I8 now the
ehiel proprietor,  Mre. Hosewetor bas also
takan an actlve interest in everviblog por.
tulnjug to the profeasion of Lhis boyhood and
enrlv manhood, Ii1o was vieo prosidont of
the Socioty of the Military Telegraph Corps
dueing one term nnd hoas beon n memboer of
tha congressionnl eommitiee of that soclety
ovor sioes its organization.  Whilo ubsent in
Europo lust yoar the Ol Tinors’ assoein-
tion, of which hols alsea wember, ¢lecield
him us Its president,
TWICE CAPTUREL.
Ope of the First Malitlonl Prisoners of
Waur.
Williaa J, Dealy of New York, seorotary

and treasurver of the Old Time Telegraphers

thie

WILLIAN 4, DEALY,
assoelation, and scorelary of the committeo

—

Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U. 8. Goy't Report.

Roal

Baking
Powder

LUTELY PURE

I the ov- |

on congrodsional netion of the Udited States
military corps, was bora in New York citg
in 15438, He bogan his telegraph carecer in
| 1857 ax messenger with the Atlantio &
| Ohio Teloaraph company at Philadeiphin
In 1508 he becams an operator knd served for
| two yeara at differont points along the line of
the Philagelptls, Wilmington & Bultimore
rallirond.
| I 1861 he hnd charze of 4 small office six
milos from Baltimore,  On April 22 n party
of brides burnevs captired voune Denly,
Who had beon nt his post for AfLyssix Hours
without sleap, oo him along ander guerd
until thele work of destrootion was finished,
aod on returning to Baltimore made n futile
attempl to got him o Joln & troop of eavaley
belhg organizod for the robhol seFvice.
A fow months lnter he obtersd the Unitad
States milithey Wlograph varps, and was one

of tha first operators mude prisonors  whiog
Harper's Forry was surrondored.  U'ho wele
eraphoers minglod with the fedoral soldiors,

who wera paraled UY reimonts, woleh lueky
circumatance left the operators o rejoln the
sorvice, In 1850 voune Dealy was  mado o
clphor oparator uod manager at  Poripeds
Monros, whieh was one of tho most linpor-
tuitt stations during tho war,

At the eclose of the rabolilon he went to
Now York, was appointed managor of  the
Waostern Unton eompany's catlo depactmont,
and lnter on successively manager of the
Atlantio & Paotlie oMo, and of tho Amer-
cun Unlon offive, and superimtondeot of the
F'rench cable camnpany. In 1581 he went to
Burope for the American Cable \'I"Il“[rlllll\f.
und on pis votirn ontorod the Western Unlon
Service us cabi manneoer, niso as mannger of
tho genoral operating doparthent and of tho
commarcial news dopartment.  Mre, Desly ia
A member of several telograph  froternal
sociotios, ana is always roady and willing 10
contribute his share of time and  labor  for
thelr stiocoss,

VETERAN CIFHERER,

One of the Roys Wiho fns Made 3008 Mark in
the Warkd,

J. H. Emerick of New York,
superintendent of the [Postal  Pelegranh
Chble company, was born at Falton, N, Y .,
November T, 158, and racolved n good odus
cation in the Falloy s:mioary ot Pulton and
at tho soademy o Pulaski, N, Y. He began
Lis enreor os a telegraphor fu Folton in 1500
and worlted at Oswogo and Watertown until
Decombor, 1501, when he spteved the mill
tary telegraph servico nt MeDowell's hewd
quarters, Arhington Heignts, Virginin,

He was in tho fleld at the headquarters of
the Army of the Poromiue as oporator and
cipher clerk in every campalgn until Janu-
nry, 1865, whon he was mado chilel operator
of the Arvmy of tue Jdames, and ¢ou,
tinusd  at ity headquarters and a
Richmwond until  the  telegeraph  corpst
distanded.  Ho then aceeptea tho ehlef
oporatorship of the Westorn Union office mt
Hichmond, Va. This nosition ho held until
January, 1867, when ho wansferced bis ser
vices to the War department at Washioe
ton, where he remained votil July of the
sAmo year;, resigning to enter tho cablesroon
servico in New York, He remaibed there
until tho telegraphers' steiley of =007,

In January, 1870, Me, Lmevick aceepred o
position with the New York fire alovo tele
graph ns operator. Laoter on he wns mada
cvhiel operator, and afterwards suoevintend.
ent ol  tho service, In  INS ho  en
listed In  the sery of the Metropol
itan Telephono und Telograph company, In
Mureh, 1579, ho was appolnted syperintond
entof the Mutual Unlou Telegraph compiny,
which position he hotd until the consoiida
tion, when, In August, 1ssl, e wis an-
pointed superintendant of the ostal Tele-
graph Cable company. In August, 1586, Mpe
Emerick wus made goneral superintendent
of the eastern division of tho Postul,
which position he fills to the utmost sutis
faotion of all, Every Meility hos beon givon
him for eareving out s placs, and his long
and varied experience hus gualified him  for
successful monugewent,  Ho hoas all tho
prostiee und advantage which excollenon of
charnctor and Known honor and amlily can
give nim.

genernl

(AL ]

The Jester 18 with Them,

Just as Tue Beee was dboul to go to pross
thie morning a messenger came vushing (nto
tho oftice with a “plecs for the paper.” [la
soid o red-faced man down st the Moeroer
hotel wrote it and wanted it printed in Tue
By, and here it is:

Weo are glad to sea Senator
Lime,

Billy Dealy, the energstic
wroeathed in his usual smiles,

Bogardus {s st theaoor waiting for the Old
Timers to como out,

Why Is Bogardus looking for Arnott! Be.
cause be is on his Iast quarter.

Why is the Old Timer strong! Becanss hao
is Armstrong,

Why a0 the telegraphoers ook so prosper.
ousl Hecauso thev livo on tloks.

What are the bovs drinkiog!

Ivas wils o4

seovotary, s

Rosewater,

Notlee to Old Tlme Telegraphives,

The Postal Telograph company cordially
extends to the Gld Timo Telogeaphers  wnd
Military Telograph Corps wuile at Omnha
and Denver froo use of (L Haes for all sociul
messayges,  Oflee, XD Douglins stroer, Ap
ply to W. 5 [himsock, Munager,

My, John Hungervford

Proprietor of the fine livery stable il thin Woat
il Wotel, Blmdra, No Y., says Hood's Sarapis

I woes woy nlioud of anything ho ever ook
[or troubles with tio

Liver and Kidneys

ered for i long thme, wntii ho
ﬂl- {,‘..:Iil::r.n:l wis completely
Oihor e nhors of hid family ilso Like

cured,

Mood’s Harsaparilla

{re highly gratlted with the benefit from it

Panp's PILLS arm a mill pentle, palniees,
‘ o gl Ahenga ratluble, 0.

AMUSISMBNTS

BOYD’S+itaw,
THIS (WEDNESDAY) SEPT. 14,

Laust Two Perfornisines of

John ’].‘. ]'{,(1]1!].

I vhie noew Comedy

McFEE OF DUBLIN.

Beltor thau the eirens,  Stay away anld
you will kiex you self.
Murbuoe This Albernoon al 2080
Pricos=First tloor, 50wl Hileony. &6
EVENING PERFORMANUE A K
I'rloos e nnd #1040,

LAST DAY

dhe, Do,

PARNAM. Sy THEATER. ‘i

Mutipops Thursday ana Snturday,
Karie EMvpt's icar Puay,
TS WA 'S OF NigW YORK,

A powerful ooimpany i JRinbarate sconary low's
fall G woied b geoad Dinelem Mallvoad Bridge s’
O meeonrt of Warnwm's alrous the midwses ail
Gt will tike plaea oo Ehwraday tnstoad oF YWaed

Losday. Soals Gow oo sale,

WONDERLAND--BLJOU THEATRE.

150k A Oppitol Avemie
Woali o Seprember 1310,

IVIAAMA MO dGEs 1ISIBIA
S g g BAA pyom Bpaitjalty L% 4:00 T8
T

CONTINUOUR BITOWE,
Hrheus i g s GURIO BALL VREE,
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