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The School of Journalism

.«.and its best interests

“The funetion of the press as chronicler,
teacher and Interpreter has become infinitely
maere complex and more exacting in the past sev-
enteen years. The range of intelligence and
knowledge demanded of the men who write news-
papers and those who direct these policies has
broadened tremendously. If that Is true—and in
my opinion it undoubtedly is—no further argu-
ment is needed for special training for a journal-
Istic career.”

—from a recent editorial in Chicage Times.

During the past six months those interested in

the welfare of the University of Nebraska have seen
many administrative and personnel changes. Within
the next several weeks, more will probably be an-
nounced. In the wake of those changes came defi-
nite improvements in the school of music, now a
part of the new college of fine arts, and the college
of "dentistry, Improvements remain to be made in
many other divisions, Among those divisions where
bettermen is sadly needed should be the school of
journalism, the accredited position of which has
been hanging in jeopardy for quite a while. Like
graduates of many other schools or colleges in the
university, its graduates leave with little prepara-
tion ror the practical-—only a distorted concept of
high idealism, and a knowledge of background with
dubious value.

The idea that journalism can be taught has its
believers and non-believers in every field of actual
journalistic enterprise. There are those who say
much can be learned in schools in preparation for
a journalistic profession. There are others who
decry journalism as a profession and say the busi-
ness can be learned only by spending years in
practical, actual experience. Here we should not
be concerned with the possibilities presented by
the latter argument. The very fact that Nebraska
has a schaol of journalism nestling among the
clouds of its curriculum gives proof that it recog-
nizes journalism as something like a profession
for which classroom teaching will fit the student.
It is that classroom teaching, then, that needs the
improvement, the betterment.

Those close to the school of journalism will ad-

'~ mit that the department’s status in the American
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Association of Schools and Departments of Journai-

tain high principles and standards for curricula of
& professional level, has been endangered. Thirty-
one schools over the nation are 30 recognized. The
hool does not rank as outstanding in the eyes of
American Press Society’s board of governors.
ose schools chosen by that society include those
Al the universities of Boston, Georgia, Nlinois, Town,
Marquette, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, North-
western, Ohio State, Oregon, Stanford, Syracuse,
Washington, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania State col-
dege. Like other schools, too, it might easily be ac-
cused of misrepresenting its actual facilities (such
‘s listing professors teaching one or two courses as
* full-time faculty members) in order to maintain fa-
vorable position in the accrediting organization,

‘!sm, an acerediting organization which sets up cer-

| A recent, well-needed addition te the univer-

sity was a man who had spent four years in va-
rious capacities on the university paper at Michi-
gan, and whose father was in newspaper work at
Chicago. That man was Chancellor C. §. Boucher,
who recognized the need for improvement in the
school of journalism as quickly as those in other
departments. Though unconfirmed, it is our guess
that the survey now being taken by the Nebraska
Press association is a direct request of the chan-
cellor who wishes tangible facts with which to
work. The survey, results of which will probabiy
be announced sometime early in March, was sent
to all newspapers in the state requesting their ad-
vice on how the Nebraska school of journalism
could be improved. It is not unlikely that the re-
sults of that survey will coincide with the opin-
fone of the great glut of students now in the
school,

Opinjons of those students show definitely that
there is lack of actual experience offered, that there
s possibly lack of Interest, at least to the point of
being inspirational, on the part of several faculty
members. Experience to journalism students could
easlly be gotten in the publication of the DAILY
NEBRASKAN, but it has seemingly behooved no
member of the journalism staff to become aware of
those possibilities. It might be interesting here to
note that possibly one one member of the DAILY
Blaff next semester will be an enrollee of that
school. It is further interesting to note that most
students who have "made good” have done %5 be-
cause of their work on the DAILY —nol because of
bare training in the school.

Nebraska's school of Journalism needs a place-
ment bureau for the poorly-prepared graduates it
turns out. It needs more advanced courses, and
more courses dealing with the business manage-
ment of papers. Most of all, it needs more facuity
members—faculty members wha are decisive, whe
have stamina, or whe have self-discipime,~—the

requisites of any professional man. It is in need
of men whe know their fleld wund whe are able to

disseminate that knowledge to others, It needs an
“attitude” that will make students seek advice
and interest. Its more advanced courses must deal
with fields of political science, economics, and
history. Students are only as good as their pro-
fessors. And as J. N. Darling, of the Des Moines
Register and Tribune says: “Journalists need bet-
ter brains and deeper understanding.” The Ne-
braska school of journalism is sadly in need of
re-awakening.

No greater proof of this necessity is needed
than citation of the repute and quality of some of
its courses, this nation's press of today, and the
success attained by those graduates of other
schools where serious training has been provided.
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SACRIFICE FOR WAR

If the European war suddenly breaks out with
increased intensity in the next few weeks, calling
for more sacrifices from the populace of the bel-
ligerents, at least the British can't say that they
haven't been warned. Viscount Halifax, British for-
eign minister, today prepared and called upon t
British public, in an address in London, “for greater
sacrifices than you have yet been called upon to
make.”

This address follows closely upon the heels of
the Prime Minister's address of two weeks ago,
and restated precisely the same warning, The two
speeches were received by the public in very much
the same manner. In both cases the public was dis-
appointed that more official news of the war and
its progress had not been forthcoming,

Both speeches were mainly an appeal to the
patriotism of the public, and were cheered lustily
when references were made to the might of the
British Empire.

Halifax answered no more definitely than Cham-
berlain the vital issues that faced the cabinet. The
Hore-Belisha incident was ignored. The question of
how material aid would be supplied to Finland was
equally vague. The method that Britain has found
to render the German magnetic mines ineffective
was carefully concealed. The question of British
diplomacy in the Balkans, and particularly in Ru-
mania, was nol mentioned; neither was there any
declaration of any British offensive by air against
the German naval bases. Yet the speech was re-
vealing for what it implied and for what it did not
precisely say.

In the first place, it showed that the British
were fearing a very severe altack by Germany in
the near future, and that they were making rapid
preparations to meet this. This is further corrobo-
raled by reports seeping in from Belgium and Hol-
land to the effect that German lroop oconcentra-
tions on their borders indicaled a new movement
of some Kind on the western front,

Second, recent events rather lend to prove that
the British blockade is being very keenly felt in
Germany
Third, the speech today pleaded for united effort on
the part of all Britons in the sacrifices which such
an altack would need. It was & plea to forget party
lines, past blunders and miscuea of Lthe government,
and pull with the government for a victory.

JAPAN'S COURTSHIP

Japan's predicted wooing of the United States
has begun. Last Wednesday the Japanese foreign
minister declared that Japanese-American relationa
“must be normalized,"” and that in this connection
he was planning suitable measures to put in effect
on expiration of the Washington-abrogated Amer-
lean-Japanese trade trealy which lapses Jan. 26,

Today an indication comes of what the first of
these “suitable measures” is to be. Actording to a
Tokio journal, the Japanese government next Wed-
nesday will issue a decree providing for continua-
tion of existing duties on American goods after that
date, Thus the Japanese hope to put the issues
squarely up to the United States. In the event that
our nation should take action of any type against
the Japanese, the island leaders will be able to
Justify themselves before the home folks, by point-
ing to the “hostile actions” of the western power,

Al first glance it would appear that it is the
hope of the Nipponese that the United States will
respond in, the same way and continue, at least
temporarily, the terms of the presenl agreement.
The probability of such aclion is, however, ex-

Sremely siight,

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA OFFICIAL BULLETIN

This bulletin is for the use of campus organizations, students and fac-
uity members. Announcements of meetings or other notices for the bulletin
may be submitted at the NEBRASKAN office by 5 p. m, the day before pub.
lication or at the registrar's office by 4
on Saturday, Notices must be typed or legibly written and signed by some-
one with the authority to have the notice published, The bulletin will ap.
pear daily, except Monday and Saturday, on page two of the NEBRASKAN,

P. M. on week-days and 11 a. m.

GLEE CLUB SINGERS.

Applications for tryouts for the wniver-
sity singers and the men’s glee club may
br made thin week at the oftiee of the
school of musie.

FACULTY BCHOLARSHIP LECTURE.

Dr. Theodore A, Kiessclbach, deparineal

of agronomy, will discuss “The Mode of
Agronomie search' st the Faculty
Beholarship  Lectare today n

rogram
the Union, The address will folew a din.
ner to be held at 6:15 p, m, Dean O, I,
Ferguson s In charge,

Wil not e consldernd
Feb. b,
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA.

Studints may listen te the Now York
Phitharmonle Orchestra broadoast this afl-
tnoon In the faculty loungoe of the Unbon.

TOWNE (LUB,

The Towne cloh will meet al & p. m,

tomorrow @ Parlor A of the Unben,
TASSKLS,

Tasscdn wili ool towmorrew ol § p. ™.

W Union 313,
FPHI ALFPSIA DELTA.

Phi Alpha Delta will meet tomorrow ol
6:50 p. m. m Parler X of the Union.

untll  Monday,

BURNS LECTURK.

Dr. Whitermith will jecture on
Rurns at 4 p, j
rs X and Y,

The Student Unlon

will meet Twesday ot

fncwlity lounge,
SIGMA ETA OHI,

Sigma Fta Chl pledges will mesd Tose-
day in Unlon 305 at ¥ p. m.  Actives sre
o meet In Unbon 313 st 7T p. m,

PHALANX,

Phalanx will soet Toosdny ot 7:50 p, =,
= Unbwa 318,

EVANGELICAL STUDENTS,

The lLeague of Evangelical Studenis will
meet st 7 po . Teesday tn Union 216,

GAME LEADER CLUB,
Members of the Game Teader cluh will
Torsdny

hoard of managess
7150 p. m, Ja the

nyeed evening.
YW OROTR.
Y. W. Ves chelr wil =l rehrarse
Mineday e
COmRN O0BSs,

Corm Cob werkers will meet Ed Dosek
the DATLY office tomerrow ot 5 p, m,

Student Pulse.

signed,

Sociology majors—do
they get a square deal?

(4. Note: s in likely that thess letters
were prompted by reference several daye
Ago to jealous friction among members of
departments? They, at least, suggest this
Ereat quesiiom: "“Should advisers, who for
some reason doubt the abilities of some of
their colleagues, stesr students toward
those courses beosuse of certain curricula
requirementa”)

To the Editor:

Do the universily departments
exist for students or the faculty?

I am & senior with a major in
sociology. What chance do I have
for a job after four years of scrap-
ing together enough money to go
to college? My professors tell me
that there are no chances of a job
unless I take from one to three
more years of college. Then 1 see
on the bulletin board the an-
nouncement of a civil service ex-
aminalion for a sociologist at
$2,000 a year. The requirements
are:

1. Four years of college and an
A. B degree

2. Twenly semester hours of %o-
ciology with six hours of rural so-
ciology.

After four years of college,
where am 1?7 1 have not been ad-
vised to take any rural sociology
because the arts and science pro-
fessors had to fill their classes
Last year when T suggested taking
a course on ag campus I was told
that “it is not a worth while
course,” Worth while?—at least
to have a chance at a job? Per-
haps it wasn't worth while o the
professor who had the job.

Would it not be worth while for
the sociology department to for-
get a fascist sort of self sufficl-
ency to the extent of co-operating
with the ag college or any other
college which can help prepare ils
students to make a living?

Students and faculty members are invited
to write letters to this column. Letters should
not be longer than 300 words and must be
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This letter may sound bitter but
bear in mind that it will do me no
good, I write it only in the hope
that those who are following me
may be better prepared,

Because I do not graduate I can
only sign this
X marks the soc. senior on the
spot. -
To the Editor:

This letter pertains to all sfu-
dents majoring in sociology. As
a graduate of the university, with
A major in sociology, I recommend
that those students majoring in
that department include a few
hours of rural sociology in their
class schedule. 1 have found the
employment situation very acute
for graduates from the university.

If T had been properly advised
to include a few hours of rural so-
ciology in my sociology major I
would have readily found employ-
ment in the social field. I hope
students in sociology will adhere
to this warning and include rural
sociology in their class schedule.

A Graduate,
Dale Meyer
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Ps]!rcluolognh write paper

. W. E. Walton of the depart-
ment of psychology and R. W,
Bornemeier, who received his
master's degree from Nebraska in
1937, sre authors of an article
“Color Discrimination in Rats™
which is published in a recent
number of The Journal of Come

parative Psychology.

Ferguson asked to meet

Deéan O. J. Ferguson of the col-
lege of engineering has been in-
vited by the t of the En-
gineering Institute of Canada to
altend the snnual dinner M the
organization in Toromwo Feb, T.
Other engagements, however, pre-
vent his attendance,
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