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Editorial Opinion Comment Bulletin

AND NOW...

Gussie Wonders
...ABOUT IT ALL

Editorial Note: Gussie, who seems 'to be our
ever-prese- nt influence around this office, who ad-

mits that he came from the "sticks" four years ago
and unassumingly believes that he's been "polished
off" by "exposure to higher education," is back. A-
lthough he has raised some pretty controversial
problems at times and has been generally ridiculed,
he occasionally has a good thought. Today, Gussie
writes:

I guess most college guys, and some young
women with career complexes, are like my Uncle
Sheer who got hit by the drouth six years in a row
and yet lived on "hope." Uncle Sheer went on year
after year with "high expectations". He thought
nature would take care of itself and finally give
him a living. Us college fans do about the same
thing come to school, go one year, look forward to
the next, and so on until the fourth, year comes.

Then what? Well, during our four years we al-

ways knew we would have to get out and get a job
Bomeday, but when the fourth year rolls around and
you start looking outside the academic walls, you
get kinda scared. Tou begin to think you've been
too near the forest to see the trees.

I'll bet my Uncle Sheer's 180 acres of dust
against a professor's salary that there's a lot of
guys hanging around here their fifth and sixth
years 'cause they're afraid to get out. They've got
a lot of false Ideas about there being easy money
If they Just wait and watch for it, and about the
theory that the more education the higher the
salary. Course I guess there's a lot of them who
are here just hanging around, having a good time,
looking for a husband or a wife, by George or
Just getting away from home for the experience
of It all. We shouldn't be much Interested In them.
Just let them do what they want to.

What I really started out to say was that this
sickening feeling of facing the world of industry
for a job hit me over the vacation. So I went out
to look for something. By 'Jove, people have some
funny ideas about college educations. Kinda floored
me. Prom the ones I saw, they don't think much
of it.

"Just remember, kid, those who can do; those
who can't teach." That was from a pretty big man
In this country who was hanging around the oil
fields in Falls City.

I hit a lot of pessimists but the biggest one lived
in Omaha. Says he: "Brother, you're wasting a lot
of time in college. What are you getting out of it?"

"Well," I said, "a college education develops a
personal culture sort of an art of the appreciation
of life the higher and finer things."

"Is that worth four of the best years of your
life?"

Trying to be tactful In my defense 'cause I knew
he wanted to tell me I wasn't prepared for any-

thing, I came forth with this: "You get the forma-
tion of social contacts you know prospective pro-

fessional man meets the future business executive
in a fraternity at college. It improves clientele and
Increases customers to have friends from college
days."

"You can get that in junior chambers of com-

merce and political and civic organizations in sev-

eral months," he retorted.
"Well, college does prepare engineers, account-

ants, lawyers, physicians, and the like," I said.
"Nope, it's the college of hard knocks and ex-

perience for me, although I am a college man. Tell
me why these private training schools are taking
more college graduates every year."

I'm saying that there's a lot of people who
have to be convinced about thi3 stew college edu-

cation has put on the fire. And whether they're
serious or not, most of them, I guess, would like
to grab your degree out of your hand just to take
you off the collegiate high-hors- e.
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THE WAR IN THE FAR NORTH

According to all reports the Russians are con-

tinuing to suffer heavy losses in their war on the
Finns. The Finns claim to have destroyed or cap-

tured 400 Russian tanks and to have shot down
150 planes in the first month of the war. The Rus-

sians have lost many thousands of men (20,000 Rt
Suomus-sal- alone) as well. The Finns report that
Russian prisoners declared their troops were badly
equipped, freezing and hungry, and that only one
Russian soldier in ten was trained in the use of
modern military equipment.

So, it seems that not only did the Russians
choose a very unpropitious time of year the dead
of winter in an arctic land to attack Finland, but
that they profited little from their experiences dur-

ing the World war and continue to send untrained
and soldiers to the front, expecting
them to win battles. It thus appears that the quality
of Russian military intelligence is still lamentably
poor, which fact should bring a feeling of relief
to the allies and probably the Germans as well. For
I doubt that Germany will place many obstacles In
the way of Great Britain should she choose to give
material aid to Finland.

The fate of the Russians against Finland, a
small country with a well-equipp- ed army, leads one
to conclude that: (1) The myth of Russian mili-

tary might is completely exploded; (2) had Poland
any appreciable amount of artillery, airplanes and
anti-aircra- ft guns, Germany's success against that
country might have been very much less startling;
(3) offensive fighting on the part of one modern
force secured behind a well-fortifi- no3ition arrainr
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