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THE FATAL NAIL.

On the evoning of Juue 30, 1837, 8
peddier on horseback stopped at the
smithy of ope John Steele, on the

of the bed. When he put out
light he observed tbat the moon was
shining fall into the room. He lay
awake for some time, and presently |
heard footsteps in the room. The!

the | ‘Pray tell us what the peculiarity

I8, Mr. Steele.’

‘The head is divided llke In the
middle.

‘Anything like the head of that
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| outskirts of the town of Tickhill,
'near Doucaster, England. Several
I_pernous were in the smithy at the
time besides the blacksmith and his
son Richard., The peddler asked
Steele to shoe his borse as quickly
as he could, ws he wished to reach
Donenater early and get & bed at his
old place; for the next day being
‘Stutues,” or fair, & number of visi-
tors would be looking for sccom-
modation.

While the smith was attending to |
the peddler’s horse aunother strau-|
wer arrived, al#o on horsehack, and !
likewise desiring the smith's servi- :
ces, a4 his horse had cast a shoa.

The two strangers and the loung- |
ers gol into conversativn,

case which was suspended by a strap

from hiz shoulder, aud exhibited his |
wares, which consisted of rings,
gold and siiver chains, watches, etc.
On the last comer's hearing that the
peddler was going to Doncasier he
offered to accompany him, 88 he was l
going Iu the same direction ; adding |

! that as he was a stranger the peddler | were beard
| might take him to some house where | curtaios of Scott’s bed were hastily
!he could get asccommodation.
' peddler replied that he was going to |

The

the ‘Traveler's Rest,’ on the outskirts |
of Doucaster, as it was a good house |
and he knew the landlord.

When the swith removed the shoe |
from the Lorse of the last comer he |
examined it closely, remarking thst '
it had been mude in Holdergess, |
polnting to the fact that the nail was |
peculiarly made, having a half split |
in the bead, and saying that it was |
& Holderness 1sucy. :

‘I'll keep this nail,’ the smith ssid, |
und he drove it as a wedge into the f
handie of a amall hammer, where ili
passed through the head. i

The peddler sent for a flagon of |
ale, and they stood talking and |
drinking for some time. When the
blacksmith joked the peddler sbout
being in such & hurry when he first
came in, he laughed and ssid ;

‘Ob, that's all right. I've made up
my mind to sleep in the big out- |
house, whers 1 have often slept
before ; its comfortable.’

When the two men were ready 1o
depart the peddier took a large
wallet from the valise on his saddle
bow and paid the smith. The ped- |

tatious exhibition of his wallet,
which was crammed with baok notes
and gold.

The two men rode off together,
aud the smith cleared his place and
closed it for the night. In due time
the peddler and his new friend
reached the Traveler’s Rest, and told
the landlord they would sleep in the
outbuilding in the rear, in which
there were several beds. The land-
lord sald there was good accommo-
dation there, and promised 1o make
them comfortable. The peddler re-
tired first, and the stranger remain-
ed bebind to have supper and linger
over his ale. At eleven o'clock he
went to the outbuilding, and five
minutes Iater the landlord observed
the light put out.

Next morning veither the peddler
nor his friend appeared, and the
landlord went to the outbuilding to
arous¢ them. He found the door |

gery and deformities; acute and K ©Pen, and, on eotering the room, |
eye | discovered the peddler iu his shirt, |

lying on the floor at the far end in s |
pool of biood. His head was batter-
ed in and near him was lying s |
hasmmer with blood and halr on the
head. He was dead and cold.

When the slarm was given it was
foond that the horse belonging to
the man who accompanied the ped- |
dler to the inn and occupled the
same room with him, was missing,

the murderer. The suthorities wers |
notifled, and officers were in pursait |
of the supposed assaesin before the f
day was an hour older. They track-
ed him to Coniubro’, but lost trace |
of him just outside the town, on the |
road to Sheffleld. The keen ayes ot
the officers, however, caught sight of
s horse among the brambles fn a
valley to the left of the road, and
there the man was captured. He
was terribly frightened —se much so
s 10 be unable to articulate for some
time. Strapped to his saddle-bow
was & valise, and on opening it a
heavily filled wallet, identified ss
the peddier’s, was found.

Before the Coroner, the prisoner,
who said his name was Henry Beott
told s most astounding story. He

gaid that when he went to the out- |

house the peddler had slready gone
to his bed, which was a Ligh, old-
fashioned teut bed, with curtains,
Scott ook a bed at the opposite end
of the room. This bed has curtains
also, as the room was large and
draughty. He placed his clothes on
8 chair and flung his valise, or hol-

next moment the curtain of his bed : usil used as a wedge In the bandle
was gently drawn, sad he saw & face ' of that hammer, Mr. Steele? the
looking down upon him. He Iay | counsel asked, bandiog the witness

| ment the peddier bounded from the

and lhe?
| peddier finslly opened & mahogany | ¢ lise at arm's length. Two men

ljnry. Oue of them remarked to the

| interest. Then he leaned on the

sters, on & Dit of carpet at the side

quite etill, thongh greatly alarmed.
‘The face disappeared, and retresting
steps were beard. He arose on his
elbow aud peered through the cur-
tain. He distinctly saw two men at
the farther end of the room, near the
peddier’s bed. They passed round
the foot of it and disappeared at the
other side. That moment he heard
4 screaw apd & scnffle, and saw the
legs of the peddler protrude from
the curtalos. There was a scuffle
and & suppressed cry, and nsxt mo-

bed azd 1an, screaming ‘murder,’
toward Scott's bed, holding his

followed the fugltive, and Secott,
horrifled and fear stricken, slipped
from his bed on the other side and
hid himself in & closet. He heard
the groans and blows, und the sound
of retregting footsteps; then all was
still. The next Instant, however,
the door opened, other footsteps
along the floor and the

drawn. The visitant, whoever he
was, uttered an oath of disappoint-
ment and fled from the room.

After waiting for some time, Scott 1'
came forth from the closet, and
found the peddler lying on the
ground, desd. Scott was in a terri-
ble dilemma and saw at & glauce
that he would be suspected of hav-
ing murdered the peddler. Pauic-
stricken, he hastily dressed himself,
picked up his valise from the floor, |
took his horse from the stable and!
departed from the inn, resclving to
seck safety ion flight. It was day-
light when he reached Coninbro’,
and then for the firat time he dis-
covered that the valise which he bad
taken from the floor was not his,
but the peddler’'s, which he had no
doubt dropped when the murderers
fell upon him, and In the place of
which they doubtless seized and car-
ried off Scott’s, which lay on the
carpet close by.

Thia extraordinary story was not
believed by the coroner's jury in the
face of all the damning evidence
against Seott. Tt was shown that he
had seen the peddler produce his
weallet from the valise in the black-
smith shop; that Le offered to
accompany the peddler to Doncas-
ter, and that he had taken up bis
quarters at the same inn, and slept
{n the 2ame room with the murdered
man. Besides this, he was captured
with the wvallse In bLls possession,
and wbat bhetter evidence of his
guilt conld there ba?

Scott was sent to jail, and in due
course tried for willful murder.
Out of charity 8 young lawyer un-
dertook bis defense. The evidence
for the prosecution was clear and
convincing, and Mr. O'Brien—after-
ward Sergeant O’'Brien--the pris-
oner’s connsel, saw no chance for his
client’s escape, The priocipal wit-
nesses agalost him were the black-
smith, John Stecle, his son Richard,
the men that were In the smithy
whon the peddler and Scott first
met, the landiord of the inn, who
swore that Scott urged the peddler
to go to another inun, aod the officers
who found Scott with the peddler’s
valise In his possession.

The hammer with which the mur-
der had been committed was pro-
dnced on the trial and shown to lhol

court that it was a blacksmith's |
shoeing hammer. Mr, O'Brien qui-
etly asked to be allowed to look at
it, and he examined it closely. Then
be stood up and handed it to the
prisomer, 8cott glanced his eye
over it for a moment, and then
handed it back to his counsel. The
next instant he clutched it, drew it
from Mr. O'Brien’s grasp and scru-
tinized it with the most iotense

dock and spoke in & burried toue to
his counsel. The latter, with flush-
ed face and hasty movements, made
bis way to the side of the prosecut-
ing officer, and conversed with him
in & low tone for several minutes.
The prosecuting offlcer then spoke
with the Judge, and after a few
seconds beckoned an officer and
whispered to him & few words. Mr.
Steele, the blacksmith, wsa recalled
to the witness-stand by Mr. O'Brien
who said:

‘Mr. Steele, you are an old expe-
rienced blacksmith, are you not ?

‘Yes, »ir,” Steele answered, with a
perceptible tremor in his voice.

‘Did you work at your trade in
Holderness 7’

‘Yes, sir, when | was a young

man.’
‘Avythiog peculiar in the mann-

facture of horse-shoe nails in that
district, Mr. Steele?’

| young man from quittivg the room.

the weapon found wear the body of
the murdered peddler.

The witness' hand shook like a
leal as he resched it out for the
hammer, his cheeks grew deadly
pale, his lips became parched, and |
though he held the hammer in his
band, Lis staring eyes were fixed on |
his guestioner. !

‘Anything like that nail?" Mr, |
O'Brien repeated, calmly looking at
the witness.

‘Yes, nir,” Steele replied, at length,
with difficalty.

‘Should you say that nail had been
made in Holderneas, Mr. Steele ?’

‘It looks like It, sir,” was Steele’s
reply.
*Mr. Steele,” the counsel said,

moving almost close to him, and
standing o that Judge sud Jury
could see both witness and Interro-
gator distinetly, ‘did you ever see
that hammer before you saw it in
this court ?

The witnesa gave a gasp, and then
recovering himsels, said :

‘Yes, sir; I saw it in the hands of

the Coroner.’
At this juncture there waas a dis-

turbance in the court, aud the offi- |
cers were seen striving to prevent a |

The [young, man"was Richard
Steele, the blacksmith’s son.

‘Let me go,” be said; ‘that’s the
old scoundrel that did it. He knows |
that hammer's his, well enough. He :
kuows that he planned the whole
thing and led me into it. I'll turn
‘King’s evidence ; I'll blab the whole
story. Let me go and I'll hang the
old villsin, though bLe is my father.’

The scene that followed csnnot be
described. Suoffice it to say that a
nolle prosequi was eutered, and Scott
was transferred into an important
witness, Steele and his son being
duly indicted and tried for the mur-
der of the peddler. Scott swore to
the blacksmith’s having taken the
vsil from the horse-shoe, remarked
that it had been made in Holderness,
and driven it luto the hammer head
as & wedge. The hammer was fur-
thermore identified as having be-
longed to Steele, and testimony was
given which showed that the black-
smith and his son were absent from
home the night of the murder, a
marketman swearing he passed them
near Doncaster, going iu the diree-
tion of Vickhill, at three o’clock on
the morning of the 2lst of June.
But the evidence that settled their
fate was furnished by Scott's valise,
which they had taken at the time of
the murder of the peddler. It was
discovered in the ash-heap at the
back of the smithy. Steele and his
son were convicted and sentenced
to be hanged, and both made a full
confession to the following effect :

Steele, Sr., resolved on the rob-
bery and murder, if need be, of the
peddler immediately after he dis-
covered that the man was possessed
of a large sum of money. After the
peddler and his companion had
quitted the smithy, Steele closed it,
and communicated to his son his
design respecting the peddler. The
son, who was a profligate man,
assented to the scheme.

Both were about to sturt after the
two men and get ahead of them by
& bridle-path ; but the smith changed
his plan. It they did that they
would have to attack them both in
the open road and on horseback.
The smith knew the inn to which
they were going, and was well ac-
quainted, with the outbuildings in
which they were to sleep. He pro-
posed, therefore, that they should
rob the peddier in his sleep, and
only nse violence in case it was nec-
essary to secure safety. When they
entered the outbunildings the smith
went toward Scott's bed, while
Richard remained near the door.

Finding the man wanted was not
there, Steele and his son spproached
the other bed and found the peddler,
knowing it was he from his bald
head. They tried to remove the
valise on which he slept, from under
his head, but he evidently had his
hand in the strap, and the tug
awoke him.

The reader knows the rest from
the story told by Scott. After the
smith sod his son had quitted the
room, with what they supposed was
the peddler’'s yalise, Steele’s mind
misgave him, and a dread that Scott
had been an observer of the bloody
deed, and would recognize the per-
petrators, seized him.

He hurried back to the room re-
solved to brain Secott if he found
him awake. On discovering the bed
empty, the smith dropped his ham-
mer in affright, the only explanation
to bis mind of Scott’s absence belng

‘I thiok there is, #ir.”

that he had witnessed the crime snd

| perfectly fresh and plump. In the
reign of James I1. of England, after |

| ert Braybrook, who was consecrated

quitted the place secretly to give the
slarm. The smith and his son de-
parted panic-stricken, snd on reach-
ing home discovered, to their in-
tense mortification and disappoint-
meant, that the valise for which they
had murdered a man acd exposed
themselves to the gullows, contalned
only & few old clothes. Steele and
bis son were hanged at York Dec.
8, 1837.

Interesting Facts.

The tomb of Edward 1., who died
in 1301, was opened Jan. 2, 1770,
after 463 years had elapsed. His
body was simost perfect. Canate,
the Dane,
land in 1017, was found 1879, by the
workmen whe repaired Winchester
cathedral, where his body had re-
posed nearly 750 years, perfectly

who crossed over to Eng- I

: Scott's Harly Romance.
| st

It is an old sayiug, “Whom first
we love we néver wed,” aad this,
says Omce 4 Week, though not
strictly true, may be applied to
Scott, Byron, George Washiagton,
and many other men of note. It is
inteéresting to observe how poets
generslly present their love matiers
(0 the pablic. The personal expe-
vience of such men will crop out.
Scott, for instance, fell deeply in
love in early life with a girl of
aristocratic family, and, a8 he was
then merely a poor barrister, there
WAs no prospect of success. His
father, knowing this, and being de-
sirous to bring the matter to a close,
suggested to the parents the propri-
ety of terminating the acquaintance,
sud this was done in the least pain-
ful manner. The Indy waa the only

fresh. In 1569, three Roman ol-

diers, fully equipped with warlike |

implements were dug out of peat in
Ireland, where they had probably
lain 1500 years. Their bodies were

the fall of the church at Astley, in
Warwickshire, there was taken up
the corpse Thomas Gray, Marqnis
of Dorset, who was buried the 10th
of Octeber, 1530, in the twenty-
second year of Heary VIL; and

although it had lain there seventy- "

eight years, the eyes, hair, flesh,
nails and joints remained as though
it had been but newly buried. Rob-

bishop of London in 1331, and who
died in 1494, and was baried in St
Paol’s was taken out of his tomb
after the great fire in 1666, during

daughter of Sir John Stewart of
Forfarshire, and she sfterward mar-
ried Sir William Forbes, the noted
Edinburgh banker. As Scott was a
well edueated young man, of fine
personal appearance and agreeable
manners, there could be but little
reasou for giviog the banker the
preference, except his wealth and
social rank. Scott felt this keealy
through life ; in “Rokeby™ he reviv-
ed the episode at some length. Ma-
tilds, the heroive of the poem, rep-
resents the object of his love, who
there rejects a poet in favor of one
of higher rank, and this scene be-
comes doubly interesting as a pie.
ture of Scott's early experience. In
1811 Lady Forbes died: but she
lived long enough to see the once
penniless barrister the first poet in
Scotland. Her desth was deeply

the repairs of the csthedral, and, |
although he had lsin there no less |
than 262 years, the body was found |
to be firm as to skin, hair, joints and
nails. The Conventde St Domingo
was lately demolished in search of
treasure supposed to be concealed
there, and the body of Prince Rod-
riguez taken out, who bad been
buried alive in 1565, exactly as when
placed 250 years befofe. His daugh-
ter, two and a half years of age, was
lying at her father’s feet, and as
perfectly preserved as himself. The
evidences of tortnre on him are
fearfully apparent. The position of
his hands shows that he was sus-
pended by the body aud neck until
he died. Marks of the cord and the
burning iron are deeply recorded
on various parts of the body. His

felt by Secott, for, although he had
been married for twelve years, the
old flame was not extinguished.
“Rokeby™ appeared next year, and
Lockhart says “that there s nothing
wrought out, in all Scott's prose,
more exquisite Yhan the coutrast
between the rivals for the hand of
the heroine.” Six years afterward
Scott wrote this to Miss Edgeworth :
“Matilda was attempted for the per-
son of a lady who is now no more,
0 that I am flattered with your
distinguishing it.” As this took
pisce nearly twenty yewrs after the
disappointment, it illustrates the
tenacity with which the author held
to his first love. When Lady Forbes
died, Scott was so affected that he
called on her mother, and both fell
to weepiug over the sad affair. It

bair and beard are firm, his skin

is a ecurions incident in domestie

ustural in hue and texture, without | "#10T¥ 10 see & man carrying his
the least trace of decomposition iy | first love so tenderly through life
any part.— London Examiner. | while married to another woman te
whom he always showed great at-
tachment. Scott evidently made
| Matilda the ideal or dream-wife
Girls, be kind to vour brothers. | Who secompanied him to the last.
Don’t be afraid you will spoil them | Having recovered from the worst
by showing them plenty of sisterly | effects ot his disappointment, he met
altention. They are tiresome chaps |8 Freuch . girl, whose father had
sometimes, consequential and over. | saved both life and fortune by flee-
beariug, treating their sisters ke ’ ing from the dangers of the revolu-
inferior beings. But never mind | tion. At the time referred to, Miss
that, girls; carry with you the two ll Carpentier (or Carpenter) was sa
bears—bear and forbear. The con- | orphan, and to her Scott transferred
sequential age generally passes off | bis aflections, as far as this was pos-
with the growth of the Incipient | sible. He appeared, as has been
moustache, sud when scal manhood | #8id, much attached to his wife
dawns upon them they will realize | through life, and sincerely mourned
how gentle and kind their sisters her death. She was, however, in-
have been. Mgake home pleasaat to | iellectually and physically inferior
them ; let them see and feel vou en- [ to the Scottish ladies of that city,
enjoy their company sometimes And the rapid degeneracy of the
equally as well as that of some other | family may, in some degree, be ns-
girl’s brother.If you play or sing on | cribed to 50 unfavorable a union.
the piano do your best for vrother .
Will or Bob, or whatever his pame |
may be, and rewsrd him with &
smile when he turns over your mu-
sic or gives up his sest to you, just
a8 you would any other gentleman.
Lay aside your book or work to
have a pleasant chat or innocent
game with your brother; draw out
of him with whom sad where he
spends his evenings outside of the
family ecircle. Euncourage him to
speak of his associates. A slster
often has more influence with =«
brother than & parent bas. If he
can coufide in his sister regarding
his friends and smuasements, you
need have no fear of how he spends
his evenings away from you. Let
him see that you take an interest in
his studies or business. When he
asks you to sew cn a batton or mend
his glove, doa’t put on an aggrieved
air ; do it cheerfully, willingly. He

How to Treant Brothers.

——
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The Qaeen of AlL

Honor the dear oid mother. Time
| has seattered the snowy flakes on
Ihar brow, plowed deep furrows on
| ber cheeks, is she not sweet aud
besutiful now? The lips are thin
and shrunken but those are the lips
that bave Kkissed many & hot tear
| from the childish cheeks, and they
\are the sweetest lips in sll the
. world. The eye ia dim, yet it
glows with the soft radiance of
holy love which never can fade.
{ Ab, yes, she ia a dear old mother.
' The sands of life are nearly run out,
' but feeble as she is, she will go far-
ther and reach down lower for yon
| than any other upon earth. You
‘cannot walk into 8 midnight where
| she cannot see you ; you cannot en-
| ter a prison whose bars can keep her
| out ; you can nevir mounnt a scaffold

i too high for her to reach that she
will reward you in his secret heart | may kiss and bless yoa in evidence

with a wealth of brotherly love, of ber desthiless love. When the

though he may not show it, for some | world shall forsake and despise you,
think it unmaaly to display affec- | whon it Jeaves you by the wayside
tion. Treat his friends with po- . 40 unnoticed, the dear old
liteness, even if they are not your | moiper wipy gather you in her fee-
style. Throw all the safegoarde | .0 o 4 carry vom home and
you can sround your youug broth- | tell vou of all your virtues uatil you
ers, by sisterly kindness and for- I nlmc;et forge! that your soul is dis-
bearance. Try to make home the | figured by vices. Love her tenderly

happiest and dearest place on earth. | o oo Ly o declining years with
~~Christian at Work. Moly devotion.

Diana locks are the names of new
bangs introduced into fashionable
circles. They are called after the
arrowry goddess because they gaiv-
er wheoever a beau comes round.

Never give all your pleasan |
words and smiles to strangers. The
kindest words and the sweetest
smiles should be reserved for home,
Home shounld be onr heaven.




