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1500, by €. E. Cram |
FORGE and
A May Loveroy,
Bl whio were home
from college to
apend  the  holl-
days In thelr na
Hve town of Baf
filo, lindd pocept
e the Invitation
of  John anid
Myrtle Hateh to
for a

1Copvright,

cone over
New Yenr's eve
wupper aml stay
for the uleht. It was o Jolly parety
of 8lx, Including Mr. and Mrs. Znchin
winl Hatel, that encireled the table ot

that Inst supper of the dying yeor
Myrtlo's  mareled  brother,  Bdward
Mateh, and hils young wife had prom

ised 10 be liote for the holiday, o
tending to come up from Rochester on
the evenlong tealn, Thelr nonappenr-
ance was the only cloud that hung
wover the Hateh homestend that night,
Ag In every reunion of old friends, it
wonld be easler to tell what they didn't

than what they did talk about, but it
was when musle was the subject
chalming attention that Myrtle re-
marked:

“Hince you went awny I've lost my
wolee, 1 ennnot sing for any length of
time without becoming honrse.”

“DIitto here,” added John.

“You shonld tey our Professor De
bean's preseeiption,” advised George.

“Which Is"

“Irofessor Debenn, our Instructor In
voenl musle, says such trouble results
almost entirely from n person’s breath-
fog through hig mouth, especinlly when
auleep.”

“DI he suggEest o remedy 2

“Yes, e says thnt the best remedy
ds to take n wide sirip of Isinglass
plaster and to fasten the Hps together
withi It and leave It on all night, 1
you buy a yoard of the plaster and nse
it every night, befors IU's gone your

volee 1s nll vight.  It's sure death 1o
anoring ton.”
“DId you ever try I?" was Jolin's

PoBer,

“No-o," admitted George, “but sev:
eral of the boys at college thought It
cured  thelr  hoarseness,  amd  sore
throats, too, nt times, and one thing Iy
certnin—it will keep o person from
snoring.”

The plensant evening enjoyed by the
gathering hins nothing to do with our
wtory, Suffice It to say that an hour
ar so after the party rose from the
asmupper table the young men excused
Abemselves and left May and Myrtle
#o an exchange of contidences while
they set out for n stroll,  Hardly had
the door closed upon their departing
forms when Myrtle exelalmed: “May,
1 have promlsed to sing ot an enter-
dainment next week and have been
Hreading It for doys, Suppose we hoy
some of that plaster aud use it (o
night.”

May had been thinking of Just the
same thing,

“Agread, bhut we mustn't let the boys
know anything about 11, was the res
BEPOuse.

And, with considerable Inughter at
the joke, ns they concelved I, of test-
dog Professor Debean's remedy with-

“A YARD OF PLASTER, PLEASK"

@ut the knowledge of their brothers,
wraps were hurrled on, and the girls
were soon on their way to the nearest
«drug store,

Having secured thelr treasure, Myop-
tle and May hurvied back and were
soon in the privacy of Myrtle's room
An hour or so later they declded, as
May expressed it, to “muzzle then-
‘selves” and retire for the night.  May
had felt a tickling in her throat that
was doubtless of an lmaginary or sym-
pathetie pature and had declded to
gry the eure herself. 8o each eut n
gencrous strip of the plaster, molsten-
od and applied it and sat down, hands
pressed tightly over mouth, walting
for the plaster 1o dry.

Naturally when the deying process
was completed they foumd it hmpossi-
ble to speak. Bo they had recourse to
paper and poncil to deseribe their first
sensations as mutes and were soon
ready to pay their respeets at the
shrine of Sowmnos.

While the voung folks bhad been en-
Joying themselves in the parlor Mr.
and Mrs. Hateh had been o the sit
ting room, he with his paper aud she
with her kuitting. It wus the wife
who looked up and said:

“Zacharinh, don’t you think it would
be a good plan to get some of that
plaster and see If It wouldo't help you
aweur off snoring for the New Year?
It's dreadful! If you could only hear
yoursell suore, you wouldn't stop at
troubile or expense.”

“Perhaps-some
Hatch, manlike,
eyes off his paper.

“But don't you think you had better
try it tonlght and start the New Year
right "' persisted his wife, “You don't

time,”
without

replled Mr.
taking his

want Mr, and Miss Loveroy to go home
and say that they couldp't sleep be-
cause you snored so loud."

“1 suppose so. Dou't bother me. Send

Myrtie after some If you like,” replied
the rather gouty tempered Mr. Hateh,
“No; 1 belleve 1 will go mynelf and
not 1et the girls know anything about
" And his good wife Inld down her
work nnd started for the drug store.
The druggist's surprise gnve way to
astonishment as Mre, Hateh demanded

YEUWARD, THEY'RE ALL ORAZY |

of him n yard of Isinglnes plaster. He
conecluded that somebody must be pret-
ty badly cut up over at the Hnotches'.

By 11 o'clock Mr. and Mrs, Hateh
were sleeping soundly, each with lps
glued together, the wife fixing hers
like her husband’s when he complalned
of the lndlerous figure he would cut
when the plaster had been applied.

Iu the meantime George and John
hind made the elrenit of  fanniline
streots, and nelther had realized the
lnteness of the hour untll George, to ns
cortain the time of night, had stepped
to the window of a well Nghted store,
none other than the drag store with
which we are alrendy negualnted. It
wins 11 o'vlock. T'he droggist was pre-
pariug to close up for the night.

Before he could do so John pushed
his way Into the store, “Walt til 1 get
some plaster,” he ealled out to his com-
panton. “'m golng to try your plan;"
then to the droggist, "A yard of plas-
ter, please,”

“That's the lnst roll 1 have,” said the
tradesman in bewllderment as  he
handed ont the third yard of plaster
he hnd sold to the Hatel famlly that
evening., He began to think that some
one was playing a joke on him, and
after George and John had departed
e hurriedly closed his store,

The boys fonnd the Hateh residence
In darkness when they arvived there,
except for one solitary lght that shone
dimly through the slatted windows of
the sleeping room oceupled by Mr. and
Mrs, Hateh, A sleepy housemnld ad-
mitted them, and they as silently as
possible ascended to thelr room,

No time was lost in stleking thelr
lips together, and a strogele with the
Lump followed, ending only when John
turmed the wick so low that the flnme
tHiekered o few times and then died
ont,  Left o silenee and darkness, the
boys were soon sleeping soundly,

Al was quiet and still by midoight,
for Mys, Hateh did not belleve in young
follis sHting up to wateh out old years,
Then Myrtle suddenly awoke with the
terrifylng thought that some one—a
man, of course—wns holding his hand
vver her mouth. Then, remembering
the events of the evening, she realized
the cause of the peculinr sensatlon. But
the shock to her nerves remalned. The
assertlon that her seare was all {m-
aginary, though repeated over and
over to herself, falled to qulet them.

There! It was somebody trying to
get into the house! The front door
bell rang loudly. Then some one be-
gnn pounding on the door. Myrtle
could hear It quite plainly. She sat
upright and listened. Never before
had she been awake at night and not
heard her father snoring. Bhe missed
that  reassuring snore  very much,
Could anything have happened to bim?
Or perhaps the house was on fire! Yes;
It must be fire. She was sure that she
smelled smoke,

Giving May # tremendous shake,
Myrtle slipped out of bed, threw on a
dressing gown and hurrlied down to the
front door, where the pounding still
kept up, In o moment she had the door
open; but, instead of a stalwart fire-
man, in stepped her brother Edward
and his wife.

“Why, It's Myrtle!”
“The train was late,
you were

eried Edward.
and we thought
never golng to let us in.
We're pearly frozen and hungry as
bears.  And bow I8 mother and every-
body? Why, what's the matter? Why
don't you speak "

For obvious reasons Myrtle remnined
silent. A moment later a second sllent
figure crept down the hallway and
stood by Myrtle, and then came Mr,
Hateh himself, hastily pulling on a
few clothes as he came,

“Oh, here's father! He will explain,”
eried the amazed Edward as the third
figure came groping silently down the
twilight of the long hall, “Good heay-
ens, Kva! Father's dumb too!" For in
the middle of the hull stood the pater-
nal Hatehb, uttering not one word of
welcome to his beloved son,

A mowent later Mrs, Hateh came
down, visibly agitased and mutely
waving her arins. Behind bher came the

two young men, one armed with a
baseball bat and the other with a
poker. But not one word did they

speak. Isluglass plaster has some very
adhesive properties, and when one's
moutl has been glued shut for three
long hours one ciannpot be expected to
curry on an extended conversation, For
several winutes the strange group
gazed at one another.

“Edward, they're all erazy! Let's go
bowe, anywhere, but do pot stay in
this house!" cried Mrs. Hateh junlor,
with stroug signs of hysteria.

“Speak, sowebody, ean't you? For
heaven's sake, wish us & happy New
Year!” eried Edward, takiog bis fright-
ened wife lu bls arws,

But pot a word did any one speak.

.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1899.

The sllent group shufMed sheeplshly
nbont, making welrd and Inexplicable
wlgna, which more and more convineed
Edward that all the family of Hatch
had suddenly departed with thelr sev-
ernl and lodividounl senses,

“Mother! Father! Has It come to
this? WIill you turn your own son
nway from your door at midnight with-
out one word of welcome? Whnt have
I done? What bas happened? Can no
one spenk ™

The answer to the last question had
1o be n distinet but Inarticulate negne.
tive. HKva covered her face with her
handa and broke Into sobw.  “They
have turned yon away, Edward, boes
cange~ beenuse they think 1 have dlas
honored the nnme of Hateh, Some one
haw told them abont—<the—the—apple
ples! Tell them, Edward, It was not

my fault, not my faalt!  T—=1—dkin't
menn—l=oh, 1 ean't go on! 1 ean't go
on!™  And agalo poor Eva broke into

sobhs,

At this point Myrtle sllpped away
and eame down wstalrs ngaln with a
linge palr of selssorg In her hands,
Without one word of warning and be-
fore Bdward could throw himself be-
tween them she savagely stanbbed his
father—at least so It seemed In the un-
cortaln light—Iin the face with the mur-
derous wenpon,

“Saved! Ilappy New Yenr every-
body " gasped Mre Hateh senlor, eately
Ing his son In his arms and shaking his
hands till they ached. “We're all glued
up, my boy, every one of us, glued up
with the stickiest, most Infernnl sort
of sticking plaster ever ereated. That's

right, Myrtle. Cut your poor mother
lonse.  She's always best at explain-
Tng.*!

The welkin rang  with Edward’'s

wehiter when his mmother did explain,
ho much gravity, just how they
atme o he Toumd In such a predica-
ment, and It took several gallons of hot
witter to wash awny the traces of that
Isinglass plaster. BBut there wns n Bee-
ond supper o the liateh homestend
thut night, and, as every one confessed,
It was the jollier of the two.

Smart Winter Shirt Walintns,
Last winter witnessed a faint at-
tempt at the introduetion of the flannel
sghirt walst. This season it is the
“plece de reslstance’” of the smart wo-
man's wardrobe. The model {llustrat-

THE XEW SADDLE YOREE EHIRT.
ed, the “saddle yoke,” meets the latest

demands of fashion. The shirt I8 set
into the yoke in front in mlnute tucks,
but slmply gathered at the back, where
the yoke takes a poloted shape, Rows
of stitching ornament yoke and col-
Inr. All the walsts are more fanciful
than heretofore, The plaln, everydny
affair of the first introduction Is now
tucked, feather stitched and corded in
various fashions, Tiny white polka
dots or fine bhair stripes on plain
grounds are favorite patterns, with
blue as one of the most popular colors.

A Valance For the Bed,

Every bed should have a valance, It
decorates a room, glves to it an air of
pretty simplicity and is often a place
to lLlde anway a box where room Is
genree. The swiss valance Is the best,
It can be renovated and looks, If well
done up, as fresh as a daisy, These
dainty accessories look particularly
well for brass bedsteads, When united
with covers of white and plllowshams
on the same order, the scheme is In-
deed an attractive one.

Fashion's Echoen,

The warguise dinmond represents
quite the newest and most elegant fad
in rings. A single very large stone |s
cut Into the shape mentioned, yet hard-
ly so pointed as the true marquise
form, belng somewhat more of ap elon-
gated oval.

Cloth toques show every disposition
to clalm a falr fleld and a large slice
of popular favor. These togues are
proof positive that the art of willinery
lies io the fingers rather thap the ma-
terials,

IPur as a wrhmming on bats repeats
its success on ceremonious gowns also,
Blue and silver fox and sable tails are
the choice furs, including chinchilla,
which holds its own for collars and
revers,

A new departure is the use of small
and beautifully cut cameos o belt
buckles.

Crystal finger bowls set in silver gil
frames are very handsome.

The long box coat Is guite the swel
thiug.

On the Wrong Tack.
Tommy — Grandpa, are kings aud
queens glways good t
Grandpa—Not always, my boy, not
when there are aces out against thew
— Brouklyn Life

THE DAY AND ITS OBSERVANCES IN
MANY LANDS,

fometimens & Mingling of Saperatl-
tlous Ceremonles and Excesnlve
Jolllty=0d4 Fentivitien In Seotland,
Chinn and Japan,

Every nation has its particular fenst
days and holldays, gome paying great-
er attentlon to one nnd some to an
other, but all peoples on the face of
the earth who reckon thine at all in
gome manner greet the New Yenr,

We have so shuflled our enlendar
that now the oceurrence of the New
Year on the 1et of Jannary hias lost Ity
glgnificance, Among primitive nations,
however, the New Yenr invariably
marked the opening of one of the nat-
ural divisions of the sensons.

One of the oldest of New Year cus-
toms I8 that practiced by the Alnos of
Japan, For n thousand years these
people have stood still in thelr eivill
gntlon, following all their primitive
customs and ceremonies, New Year
with them (8 a genson of merrymaking
which winds up with the great bear
feast, ealled Omsia, In which a huge
bear s saerificed,

In Scotlund, where Christmas |18 not
obgerved as n general hollday because
go many Presbyterians look upon Its
observance ns a specles of superstl-
tlon, New Year's day 18 n Joyous one,
and a strange way of celebrating the
dying of the old year has long been
customary there, 'The last night of
the year I8 ealled “Hogmenaye night”
and Is eelebrnted by drinking, singing
and general festivities.

The Chinese are notorlous for their
fondness for holldays, nnd the Celes-
tinls make the most of this one. They
are not content with one dany, but tnke
a whole month to celebrate the ap-
proneh of the New Year. Chinese lan-
terns, firecernckers, feasting and the
paying up of old debts play the major
part In the ceremonies,

A strange custom In many parts of
Europe Is that of having a member of
the family, either the eldest or youn-
gest, open the family Bible at random
nnd place his or her finger at any spot
on the open page without glancing at
It. The verse thus marked Is regarded
us n sort of text for the cnsuing 12
months.

A very poetical old ceremony is that
of the so called Messe des Animaux, or
animals’ mnss, which takes place on
New Year's eve In the IPrench depart-
ment of the Cevennes, a country in
which the eelebration of the New Year
almort entlrely  supersedes that of
Christmas. This truly pastoral festival
Is given in behalf of the herds of eatile
which constitute the chief wenlth of
the hardy mountalneers. Before the
ceremony  begins herds of cows and
gheep and gonts are driven to an open
spiace before the church. Inside the
bullding i3 gathered a crowd of stal-
wiart men and women in festive ral-
ment, each holding a lighted eandle
while the cure celebrates mass.

Some of the aborigines of our own
land have New Yenr customs that are
exceedingly Interesting, notably that
of the Moqul Indians, ealled So-ya-u-
na, which Is a singular and elaborate
mythieal drama, divided into two
parts, in which offerings are made to
effigles of the great plume headed ser-
pent, the encmy of the sun, 1'his is fol-
lowed by o sun dance In whieh the con-
flict between the orb of day and the
Inferior hostile gods Is portrayed.
LEONAID ETHERINGTON,

A Problem of Centurlea,
"Oh, look belore vou leap!™ he cried,
Rut to his arms flew she.
“No, no," the little mald replied,
See 1"

=)

*'For this is leup year!

*This year you've leaped all right, ! see
And | am in a kiss,

But 4(00) into 16(0) won't gee.
You're figures are a miss""

Keep Coughin

Only keep itu long unough and
you will su in reduci our
weight, losing your appetite, ag-
ing on a slow fever, and making
everything exactly right for the

rml of consumption. Stop cough-

and you will get well.

Ayer’s
herry Pector

cures coughs. An mdmry o0
disappears in & single night. e
racking coughs of bronchitis goon
disappear, And even the coughs
of ‘:lomch;:i&n are eithel:“:ai
& or n
Botlucas 1,00, Ble. Alldragels

4. C. AYER CO., Lowsll, Mass

NEW YEAR CUSTOMS. |

There’s nothing in Ivory Soap but soap, good, pure
vegetable-oil soap. There's nothing to make the linens
streaky, no alkali to injure the finest textures. The
lather forms quickly and copiously, and wash-day is a
pleasure instead of a drudgery. Try it for the next wash.
The price places it within reach of every one. Look
out for imitations.

COPYRIGHT (08 BY THE PAOCTEN & GAMEL ~ CO. CINCINNATI

SEND US ONE DOLLAR

Ut this ad. oul and send to us with 81,00, xnd we will stnil you this NKW
IMPROVED PARLOH GESM ORGUAN, by Peelghn © 00 DLy sulfeel to susming: BES
thm,  Vou cun cxamine It ulyour nearest frelght depot, and 17 S
you find It cynetlly as represcoled, Uie greaiesl valus you erer saw
antl far beller than organs ailvertieed hy athers Bt mors money, pay the feelphi
agent OUR pql!c 35,50, tews the £1,00 deposily vr 884,50 and
frelght charges ARLOR CZEM lsone of the most DURANLE
AND HWEKTENT TONED dnstruments ever made,  From the fllustmtion [
sl g whieh s ongraved diveet from l{'hnlullrnjnh you can form g
some ldes of 1Ls beautiful appearnnes, fromaolld guartor ||
wiw el onk or walnot as desired, perforsied key siip, full pansl bofy, B
beautiful marquetey deslgn panels and many other handwome deesralions
and ornamenis, making 1t the VERY LATESTSTYLE. THE PARLOR
GEM 168 Moot high, 42 Inchey long, 23 inches widesnd welghs 350
wnnde Contalns b ootaves, 11 stop, as follows: Diapason, Prinelpal,
Mulelnnn, Nelodis, Celest remons, HassCoapler, Trebhla Coupler,
Wapasin Forte sad Yor Homana; @ Octave Couplers, 1 Tane Hwell,
1lirand Organ Hwell, 4 Bein of Orehesiral Toned Kesonatlory Pipe
qu.ulu Heeds, 1| Sotof 37 Pure Sweel Helodia Heeds, 1| Heiof 35

Uharmingly Heilllant Celeate Heeds, 1 ¥otof 24 Rich Hellow Smoath

%Irr\li. l Het of Pleasine Soft Melodious Prineipal

E PARLOR CEM actlon conslstsof the

Celebrated Newell Reeds, which are tmly uaed in the highe
esb prnile nstruments; ftted with Hammond Conplors and
You Humons, also host hut -0 follg, Irsthers, ete., bellows
of the best rubber cloth, 3 ply bellows stock and linest
lentherin valves, 'I'HE PARLORCEM s furnished
with al0x 14 beveled pinte French mirror, nickel plated
welnl frames, and every modern improvement,  We
}’nrnl-l free m handsome organ slool and Lhe besi organ instroe-
Uam boak piabillseed,

GUARANTEED 25 YEARS. Wt erery PaRLOR

Poniie & written Bindilgg = senr gunrantoes, by the
tevms and conditions of which ifany part gives out we
ﬂ}mr it free of eharge. Try I8 one month and we will
refund your money if you are not perfeetly satisfled. 06
ntllu |u ﬂ.,nlln W{“.llf wold ut $35.50, OHDER

GUFI F.ELIABIUTY IS ESTABLISHED If you

have not
donlt with us nsk y ourne I hibor mboub us, write

the pubiisher of this Qw;.rr or Metropolitan
National Bank, or Corn' Nat. Bank, of Chicagnog

or Gormat Excianie Hank, Now York; or any
riklrond or express company in Chieagn, We || &
have m caplial of over #7TMLOUDLIM, ocoupy entiro e
oae of the largest huriness blocks in Chieago,

and empluy nearly €000 poople in our uwn - i
biotldinge,  WE SELL ORGANE AT $42.00 and up l
PIANGS, 811500 and upy also everything in mu It'll instruments at lowest wholesalo pricos. \\'rim for free special

argan, plano and musical instrument eatalogue. Address, (Hesrs, Bos & Co. are thoroughly rellable, —Rditor, §

SEARS, POFEUCK & CO. (inc.), Fulton, Desplaines and Wayman Sts.. CHICACO. ILI...

WWith every PARLOR

LA

T A gl

lllllh .ll:.
SEND US ONE DOLLAR i
'.I'l! lh HITI!

and we will

OUR 338'50 i you our SPECIAL HIGH GHADE ﬁ“
i WONDER _§ $38.50 STOCK SADDLE

by freight ¢, O, I} subject to examipation.

at yournearest froleht
You c“" EX‘MINE IT depot, and IF found
perfectly sutlalictiory, exuolly as represented,

An Extra Fine High Crade Saddle

=|;|:I.t:;|“eql ‘aan:\;'i‘dlu #old everywhere at 1'| |
10

my the frolpht age II{ UUH ch 333 "

ons the $1.00 deposlt, or $ET. bo. and freight

charges,

This 8addle Is made on a I5}ior v
I6-inch Cenuine Ladesma or ’
Nelson Heavy Steel Fork....

CAREFULLY BELECTED RAWIHIDE COVERED

Tk EE, bound or roll cantle, stesl lenther covored atirrups

or Zinch oxbow bruss bound, as desired,  Will send bound \

eantle unless otherwize ordered. Bkirts, 80-fnch | §

ne (1141

TREE IS MADE EXTRA STRONG Bkirt FeBptaov, h

fined, Sinch wide lnce stirrup leathors, 14-inoh tiostraps,

axtra long on near side, 8inch to buckle on offzide, heavy

cotton twisted Mexiean B-inch front elnoh, heavy gotton

belting Aank cinch, connecting strap, Loop seat, eeat and

Jockey all one plece,

ELECANT HAND RAISED STAMPING

As llll.l»lr.l.f'l‘l Welght of Suddle ahout .l."b ound

packed for shipment, l'b unds. FULELGMT 18 ONLY aBol
ll 00 FOR EACH & El
RITE FOR FR VEHICLE, HARNESS AND SADDLE

ClT I.IJGUE. showing & full line of Cowboy and Rancher
Outfits at the lowest prices ever quoted, Address, e

SEARS, HOEBUBK & C0, (Inc,) CHICAGD, IlL.

umu. Co, are ghly ﬂulbl--lulur.

BLIND,

A blindness comes to me now and then.
It is queer—I can see your eyes but not your nose.

[ can't read because some of the letters are blurred ; dark

Hl WAS
I have it

now,

spots cover them ; it is very uncomfortable,
I know a'l about it; it's DYSPEPSIA.
of these; it will cure you in ten minutes,
What is it ?
A Ripans Tabule,

case of bad ih that Rl
“ &H‘I‘EI:.“&': lh-lf( tl\uwl:f.\:‘umd‘u 'y t or the
L] welve packela . Inay had
g::rl’-uai:h‘i:h wil l ‘ m.l.hd w n; u'ir- for § cents,
Kow York, MRS

Take one

B willn
B on

not beoeft, They banlah H‘
pruur and acorph lw (11

uyd# Iuﬂ

q{lrl«lﬂ: lllu.

Trn “gﬂ and nul llauu




