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AN . Christmns
#l morning not
muny yeurs ngo
1 found myself |
up 0 tree In
Crosoe's Island,
1 wns hunting
ment  for my
Chirlstinns din
ner shortly aft
er dayhreak
that moining,
nind as the most
nbundant  sup
Y Wias protn
faed by the poe
carles, or wild
hogs, that vanged the Island, 1 bhad ey |
cnmp ond started out after them, 1L
wis grent fun for awhile, for 1 fell In
with o heed of about o dozen and hnd
secured two of the “varmints" whon
the survivors, seomilng o think that
“turn-nbont I8 fale play,” bhegan huant
fng me, Then the situntion gasumed o
diferent nepeet entirely, for the pees
cnry when pronsed I8 one of (he most
blosdtlhlrsty of creniures sl
veugefol ns an Indipn,  Fortuuntely
for e, a greal gum tree stood conven
fently near, nnd by menns of the Hnnns
that swung from e brpnchios 1 was
soon sale from horm and looking ealne
Iy down upon the Hitle binek beasts as
they raged around the trunk.  BHot o
pecenry, o8 I well kuown, can enter-
taln only one fdea nt o thowe, and the
fdea that possessed the shinllow brains
of my friends helow was how to offect
my destruction,  After rooting nround
nwhile they all sat down o an attitude
of expectantion nod patlently awnlied for
me to desceml,  And they wonlil it
there, 1 folt sure, knowing pocenry ws
ture a8 1 Ald, guthl they gtaeyved me to
death eather than allow me to exenpe

1 had only o few rounds of gmosunl
tlom sulted to thole nesds, bot T el
theee wmore Defore 1t wos exhigustsl
and peppered the hides of sovernl oth
ers so that If they ever bud entortabed
the {don of leaving they abandoned it
entively. T had not o morsel of food
nbout wmey Uhe Hoaba 1 osat astelde of
were not so soft as they mighit have
beun If they had been mode to order,
nud I was goetting uuneomforinble when
I notleed a connnotion 1o the herd

RONINSON CHUROE

ns

| nandoz,

Fir I

whille mwe done eut up an' skin deoe
hawes- one, two, three, fo', fihe. Golly
massn, we done gat ‘nuff meat fo' G
Christmas dinnah, aln wet  Not 1o
menshun dis yore g wiv two dozen
fine Mot ernpands Inonime sab."

Pappy Ned set to work dressing (or
to e exnet, nndeessing) the pecenries
belng enreful not to tnint the Hesh with
the contents of the peenline musk gland
which the species enrerles on s brek
and while he I8 thus engnged secins g
gond opportonlty for me o make my
explnnntion s to the exaet loegation of
Crosoc's islnnd

It 18 uot, ns ninety-nine persans oo

| Iinndrad think, the dslpnd of Juan: er
o the  southwest  const ol
Houth Amerten, bt It I8 o goad many
milos nearor the const of our own Unit
ol Sintes, In Tthe soutlicastern part of
the Carlbbean sen I will not wiste
nny thone, either the render’s or my
own, In argmmoent, but respeetfolly re
fer the enrnest Ihawlrer to old Crasoe
Wimself, Roblggon Crusoe, Esqg, mar
fner, of Bristol, England, whose wdven
tures were fiest wreltten out snd puby
Hehedd by Danlel De FPoe In 1710, wan
somew hore In Intitade 11 degroes north
of the equator when he was w re ke

that Is, of conrse, nssuming thsre aver

A PREOCADY,

was an entity ealled “Crusoe’™ in the
flosh,  But, whether e ever exlsted o

Ilniml

not, that is where e Foe plnesd his
hero when he bad bl wrecked on the |
const of his Islaml. To guote the |
worlds of Crosoe himeelf, Just beloree [
happened, *“Phe master mnde an ob
pervation ns well ng he conld and founil
that he wns In gbont 11 degrees of

The lendor of the boand, o greisly oll
tusker with recurved fangs ke Tuark
fsh sclmiters, suddenly stood up o
snifed the aly; then he uttersd Q)
“whoot™ of rage sl despalre, strock a
2:10 galt and disappeared In the Jangle,
followed by #ll the survivors, 1 was
gayed by o black man and n dog

It may of may not be teoe that the
pecenry lins na Intepse o dislike for
the binek man a8 he hoas for n dog,
but apyway the combination proved
effective In thls Instance.  The mun
who appeared at this Juncture was the

north lntitude, so that we were gotten
boeyond the const of Gulann nnd heyond
the rlver Amazones. townrd the Orino
co, commonly enlled the Groat elver!

Now, that would be evidence suffl
clent for any sallor, but let Crogoe fur
Lther explain, a8 He does well slong In
his narventive, when he fiest elrenm
navigntes his Island Kingdom: *“The
land which 1 pereelvoed to the west and
sonthiwest  was  the gront  Islamd of
Trinldad, on the north point of the
mouih of the river Orinoes,™

Trinidad, as everybhody knows, 8 off
the north const of South Amerlea and

THE

with me bnek to
oir hut, Hang-
ng three of the
plga up In 0
palta tree o
awnlt his  re
turn Yappy
Nod shounldered
the other two
and the sack of
prapauds nnd
the  lond
to cump, which
was distant bot

n tlle or so,
and 1 followed  preperice A. OBER,
after with my
gin. As Tobago 1s o tropieal iglnnd the

mient would oot keep o grent while, neul
W renlly hoed el more than we cor'd
eat, but appy Ned sald he knew of
Aome blaek people over on the other
slde of the forest who would devonur
what there was left provided he covld
get word 1o them fn thoe,

Theye never was a wmore heautitul
glttntion for o hot than the slte of
mine on n hilltop above the forest Hino,
with views of troploal womds hd =hin-
Ing shore, aud, as the weathor that
Christmns day was slinply perfect, 1
ordered my man to make onr “spread”
In the apen, benenth the cocon prlms,
glichtered from the blazing sun by the
golden rooftrees only. 8o he st the
table out of doors nnd loat no thue in
gotting ot the cooking, which was done
over an open fire, Pappy Ned wos ns
adept at preparing oxquisite  dishes
from next to nothing as any Parisinn
chief that ever lived. We had a garden
filled with such plants as the manioe,
tanin, swoet potato, arrowroot, yam,
ete;, not to mention corn and mwonntain
riee.  From o wild grove of coffoe troos
I obtuined the feagrant berry for my
morning beverage; also encno, or choco-
Inte, from another copse on the bhorder
of the forest, while the cocon paling
above and aronnd my bot held o de-
Helous cool dreink In thelr unripe nuts,
Pappy Nedd deled and grated the enssn-
v tnbers, mnking “tacvine,” from which
hie coolked gront eakes more thian o foot
neross,  The Inlee of the cassava s
polsonons In 8 crade state, but it 1s
converted Into a palatnble subsianee by
heat and forms the nsis of the noted
Henssnrecn,” or pepper pot, We nlways
had o pepper pot on hand a8 o stand-
by. Into which we threw the odd pleces
of ment left over after ordinary re-
pasts, nnd o goodly amount of the pee
cary flesh was thus disposed of, the
capspreen neting a8 o preservative as
well o8 condiment.  But pepper pot
wis n poor man's makeshift, Pappy
Ned nlways declaved, and the day be-
fore he had walked the beasch for s=on
turtle eges, severnl score of which he
had brought back to eamp. together
with o fine fish he had canght on the
sglhiore

After working three

or four houre

'
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SURVIVORS BEGAN HUNTING

only other fu that forest save myself,
my sable gervitor. Pappy Ned. He had
been out all night hunting crapauds
or forest frogs, and wag on his way
back to our camp with a backlond of
batrachinng, the legs of which were to
be served up o a style which only
Pappy Ned knew o porfection,
“Goramighty, wassa!” he exclalmed
fn astonlshment,  “*Was Jdat yo' gun
goin® off pam! pam! lak yo' ghootin® a
reg'wunt ob sogers? KI, but ir's 1\1!.‘L}'|
ole Pappy Ned come 'long, hey? Deom
bawgs done koow Pappy Ned an' jes'
ol'ar out when dey hear v a-comin'
along wiv dis yor dawg, Dey don' lnk
nlggers, an' dey don' lak dawgs nuther,
but dey'se death on de buckra man”
“Well, pappy. the buekrn man, as you

eall me, bas brought death to the pee- |

carles this thwe, aond they've good rea
son for not lking we, 1 fancy, But
you cane iust o the nick of
tlime, old riend, sl 1 owe you another
roward for gaving my life a secomd
time.”  He had porsed me through o
fever o few wonths before

*Oh, me wonssa, dat ain® nnfMin'. Me
only too glad to sarve me good massa,
fo' shusll,. Yo' Jes set down an' rest,

nlong

I8 one of the finest Britlsh posscsslons
in the West Indies, The only other is
lund which tfully answers the deserlp-
tion given by Crusoe In relation of lo-
catlon to Trindidad 18 that of Tobago,
from which Sir Walter Raleigh praob-
nbly derived the name of the “weed"
we cull tobaceo,

1 long hield the theory that this was
Crusoe’s Island, and In order to prove
it went down there on o hunting and
exploring expedition, afterward writ-
ing a book about my adventures \rhh'h]
gives all the evidence, even If It does
not sutliclently establish the factg. At
any rate, 1 “played Crusoe™ for months |
in Tobagoe, the Island of the anclent
marviner's adventures, bullt a hoat of
palm leaves In the forest and for a
timme Hyved us good old Robinson lived,
with the exception that 1 did not have |
nny peither (id 1 tempt an at-
tiek of rhvtmatism by residivg In a
cave, | even had my poll parrot, my
hammock under the palms and my

HOAL=!

“Man Friday,” only the latter was not
A Carlb, ke Crusoe’s factotum, but a
black man, bhonest and faithful old !
Puppy Ned, who soon finlshed skinning |
those pecouries amd was ready to go!

over the open fire Pappy Ned came to
announce, “Dinnal done ready, sah"
at the same time handing me a
“enshew cocktall” made from the juice
of an aromatic fruit brewed with rum
and stirred to effervescence with a
“swizzle stick."

The grand repast of the day opened
with gumbo soup, followed by fsh,
frogs' legs and turtles' eggs, while in
the center of the table was peceary
roast, fanked by a nleely browned
guinea bird and a native wild turkey,
with a vast assortment of vegetables
from my garden. There were no drinks
artificinlly cooled, lee belng an unob-
talnable luxury ln Crusoe's sland, but

there were tropleal fruits In abun
dance—pines, guavas, mangoes, orunges

and eusturd apples—all of which bad
bheen plucked within a stone's throw of
my hut.

One thing only was lncking—a good-
Iy compauy—10 enjoy that Christinas
feast In Crusoe's 8land. Kot we were
content, for, a8 Pappy Ned observed,
“De good Gommighty doue gib us all
we want, mo’ dan we necd snd o heap
sight mo® dan we desarve™

FREDERICK A. OBER.
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State Officials Explain Why
They Didn't Get Here.

HOSPITAL TO BE DONE BY FALL.

Commissioner Follmer Says he Wil
Set up the Banquet If the Inastitu-
tion Isn't Done Then—Award Con-
tract, Perhaps, in January.

[From Wednesdny's Dally.)

1 will muke you n propogition, The
atate hospital for the Insane which, is
to be rebuilt In Norfolk, will be fin-
Ished by October or 1 will glve the
people of your clty a banqguet; if it
I8 completad, you glve us o banguet,”

In these words Commissioner Foll-
mer of the Board of Publie Lands and
Bulldings assured Chalrman  .wobert-
aon, of the loeal committee, that the
recomstruetion of the hospital would
be an ended fent by next fall.  And
the people of Norfolk are willilng to
takst up the offer,

AL the site Tor the
board found n great deal of materinl
which can used in reconstructing
thee Institution and which will, there:
fore, bo o net saving so far as money
to the state 18 concerned.  They found
muny buildings as good as they were
the day they wore bullt and planned
the pluces for the new stinetures

Let Contract in January.

State Architect James Tyler, jr., al
rendy has some rough setches for the
new Institution and he will finish these
Immediately., "1 belleve," sald Mr.
Tyler to 0 News reporter this morn-
ing, “that we will be able to let the
contrpet for nilding In Jannary, Af-
ter that the work will depend on the

hogpital, the

apeed  of the contractors and the
hoard, itaelf.
“The west wing of the old admin-

Istration building ia the only part of
the burned portlon which will he left
standing,” sald one the members
of the board., *It in wery good
shape and we will be able to usze |t
for any one of a nunmber of apart
monts when the whole institution is
rebuilt.™
The Cottage System.

Thoe cottage system will prevail in
the new hospital.  There will be a
new  administration bullding of two
gtories and a basement; and two cot-

s

tages on either side of this, of two
stories each.
The new administration building

will stand just south of the old one
and the cottages will be at the west
sitle and the east side of this. The
lawn which formerly lay just in front
of the large brick bullding, will bhe
coverod with these new struetures.
There will be no basements to the
cotlages,

The administration building will he
about 42x60 feet In dimension, BEach
of the cottages will be larger than the
administration bullding and they will
ba about G0x75 fect. They will al! be
identieally alike.

Colonial fire faced brick will he nsed

for the facing of the new buildings
and  muny  thousands of the bricks
which remain from the old bullding

will be used for other portions of tle
work . The board found all of the rock
and stones that will be needed,
No Iron Bars,

cottage will he it
putients  comfortably.
nisl un iron bar over
windows at the Institutlon, as
over all of the windows
on the old one, The plans show home-
lHke apartments in all quarters for
the patients and in each long sleep-
ing hall one atténdant will be so sit-
unted that he ecan overlook the en-
tire gection.

It Is the plan of the cottage system
to take off every possible restraint and
to glve the patients as much liberty
as can be safely done. Every comfort
is to be given them in the way of free-
dom and recreation, so that even the
most violent ones will want to come
back and live there,

The cottage system is just now tak-
ing precedent in all of the newer in-
stitutions, The Ilargest {8 In Toledo
and it was here that the hoard got
most of its Ideas, The system orig-
inated in Germany many years ago
and was first introduced into America
through Boston,

All of the sleeping apartments will
bhe on the second floor of the cottages.
The attendants will sleep in the same
apartments. Each cottage will be
equipped with a dining room and in
each dining room will be four little
tables at which elght persons may
ent. This will seat thirty-two people
at one time and If there are enough
patients, there will be two shifts for
each meal,

If there is not enough money for
four cottages and the administration
bullding, three will be built. The
architect is requiroed to make but one
plan for the several cottages so that
this need not take much time. The
administration building will be con-
structed in such shape that additions
may later he put on

While the cottage
make as imposing an institution at
the outset, it wil, the board savs,
grow further than the other style ever

¢
to hold
There

any of

Iach
sixly
will
Lhe
Lthere

he

waore

plan will not

would and conseguently take more
appropriations later on,
[ The Norfolk hospital, when It ls

completed, will be one of the finest
in the country as every feature will
follow the newest sclentiic methods.

In regard to thelr delay In getting | cepting the allowing of bille was trans | letters at thelr

here, the members of the board had

mueh to say In trylng to make good
with Norfolk and north Nebraska
“We belong to so many hoardg,” one
of them explained, “that It seemed al-
most impossible for us to get togoether.
We knew, too, that we couldn’t do
anything In partleular whon we did
et here because the plans would have
to be made frst,
Lay it Onto Architect.

“Really,” explalned another, “we
would have been ready to come
months ago If the architeet had had
his plans ready. It wag up to him and
it was for him that we had to walt,
We want the people to know, how-
ever, that we have not forgotten them
during all of this time and that now
they may oxpect us to get busy.”

Bidas will have to be advertised for
during  thirty days  proceding
awarding of the contraet.

the

The Schools Are Closed.

Yesterdny wns the last day of school
procoding  the hollday vacation and
now the toachers and pupils will be
permitted to devote thelr entire time
to the pleasures and duatles Ineldent
upon the Christmas and Now
ohgervanees, In some of the
examinations have heen ocoupying the
thme previous to the cloging, while in
others programs appropriate to the
hollday senson were in course of prop-
aratlon and were given during the af-
ternoon, quite a number of parents
and friends visiting.

The high school was adjournced at
noon and the grades were dismissed
following the rendering of thelr pro-
grams, In a number of the grade
rooms trees and other treats had beon
preparad by the teachers, and the last
half dny wins a pleasing occasion for
the little folks and the parents and
friends attending.,  Appropriate dee-
orations adorned many of the rooms
antd  the hollday splrit relgned
thronghout the elosing day.

The vacation will be of a week and
a hall In duration, and school will re-
convene on Monday, January 4, when
teachers and pupils will he expeected
to reswne their doties, rested and re-
freshed by their holiday,

During the vacation
the teéachers will
meeting at Lincoln, Officers and com-
mittees will assemble In the eapital
clty carly next woek to do preliminary
work preceding the assembling of the
convention which mects Wednosday.
The session will continue during
Thursilay and Friday, Other prelim-
Inary work will be the examination
of teachers for state certificates,
which will take place on Monday and
Tuesday. A number ol the pupils will
attend, and especially those interested
in the spelling contest, which will
take place on New Year's day,

Yonr's

rooms

8 nomber of
attend the state

Getting Ready to Click.

Linemen are busy looping up the
wires for the BEdwards, Wood & Co,
copper  wire  which traces its way
through northern Nebraska and into
the Black Hills. A loop has been
gtretched to Stanton where an office
will he established,

Operators for the various offices
have been employed and one wlll ar-
rive shortly in Norfolk to take charge
of the key. The towns which will
have offlees are; Norfolk, Neligh, At
kinson, Long Pine, Chadron, White-
wootl, 8, 1., Belle Fourche and Daad
wooil, along the main line west. Then
will be Stanton its special
and Winside, for oflic
the wire helween Sloux City and Nor-
folk will e tapned

Butte, Spencer.
and Stuart will be
Wm. Krotter Co, telephones
the offiee at Atkingon.

“"We never employ women us op-
erators.” sald Mr, Wright, in speaking
of the new ofllees. "It is work for
men and we have to have them., Not
that we have any prejudice ngainst
womankind but it is too rough a job
for anybody but big, husky fellows.
Once we did have a woman, though.
She had to support a whole family of
brothers and slsters and [ finally de-
cided to give her the key, In at the
house they always supposed she was
& man. No one on the wire sent In
more business than she did, either,
She was a  rostler.  Finally some
yvoung fellow fell in love with her and
made a roar hecause she worked in
the office. They weren't to be married
for six months and she wouldn't quit
the Job. So he just married her right
away to get her out of the place and
we've never had a woman since.

“The men In at the house asked me
why I let that fellow go—that fellow
who sent in so much trade. Finally
I thought it was top good to keep so
I explained that the fellow wasn't a
fellow at all, but a girl. They never
got over the joke.”

STANTON.
Henry Buckendah! has been greatly
Improving his farm in Butterfly pre-
cinet the past season, He has bujlt

there on

laop whose

I'nirfax. Boncstoel
]1_\' the

ot of

covered

a fine house and ereected numerous
other bulldings,

We are informed that Peter Lud-
wig and Wm. Kleckner have pur-

chased a livery and feed barn at Wis-
ner, They are good men and we hope
they will do well In Wisner,

The Stanton orchestra gave a bhen-

efit dance at the Gormanin hall on
Weaildnesday evening The proceads
| went to C, E. Kranz, one of their play-

ers, who has been ill for some time,

| The school board held thelr regular
monthly meeting Tuezday night, The
ilm‘-ml on a vacation for the
schools from December 24 to January
4. Nothing of Impurtance ex-

agreed
elee

| acted.

.._,'!‘-_

NSARS ST

Elaborate Preparations Made
for Observance of the Day,

L

CHURCHES TO HAVE PROGRAMS.

Trees and Treats for the Little Folks.
A Number of Dances—Family Din-
ners Tomorrow — Activity Among
the Shoppers Preceding the Day.

[From Thursday's Dally.]
Preparations are today being coms

pleted for the Christmas observance
in Norfolk. Daintles and delicacos
are In course of preparation  for the
numerons dinners that will be served,
churches and homes and halls are pe
Ing decorated for tRe entertalnments
and exercizes that will take place (n.
night and tomorrow and there s acs
tivity and bustle overywhers.
Unless the weather man  hurries
there will be no white Christmas:. Yes-
terday and this morning ldeal wouther
has prevalled. The streets IHI\’P‘}I;OPH
hard and dry-—almost dusty—a the
sun has shone bright and warm while®
al night the stars and the new moon

have blinked merrily.
Church Festivities.
Almost every church in the coity

Is to obsgerve the anniversary of the
Christ’s birth, by giving joy to the
Hitle folks—nand gome who are oldoer

Chrigtmas trees with treats for the
little folks will be a feature for to-
night, with appropriate musical and
Iterary programs, cantatas, drills,
and other exercises in which the chil-
dren will take leading parts. The
Lutheran churches will have thelir us-
ual holiday observance, the Metho-
dist, Congregational, Baptist, Epls-
copal and other churches are making
claborate preparvations for entertain-
ing their poople and tonight and to-
morrow will be replete with pleasura,
beyond a doubt, and it is antieipated
that there will be full houses at each
and every entertainment.

Christmas Dances.

Tonight there will be a dance in
Must hall, On Christmns night thece
will e another one, given by tha'O.
R. C. elub and algo one by the L’.‘
men  in Marguardt  hall, Between
Christmas and New Years severadl
| funetions of a social nature are pron-
iged and the thus ineclined of Norfollk
will not lack for amusement, Lo

Shoppers Have Been Busy.

Those who have viewed the im-
mense holiday stoeks of the Norfolk
merchants and thelr Incereased num-
ber have done 8o with the impression
that their purchases had exceeded any
possible demand, Not only did those
who had carried holiday stocks pre-
vious years lay in a larger stock this ™
year, but many who had not previous-

Iy ecarried seasonable goods made
large purchases and shelves and win-
tows and counters were piled highin
ahont every place of business in the
eity, The appearance of things last
night and today went to show that
the merchants had not missed their
guesses and that there was an nnus-
unl demand, especially for goods of

more than ordinary value.

The streets were ecrowded with
nppor vesterdny, which was the
| best day of the season  préceding
I Christmas and the proprietors, clerks
and messengers were kept on the
{Jump from early in the morning until
Inte at night attending to the wants
of the customers., The stocks of
goods melted away before the on

| slaueght of the shoppers like n snow
ball in a flery furnace, and in the
place of the goods there was an emp-
tiness on the sheives and a ltter on
the (loor that bore mute witness to
the rush. Men, women and childre
jousatled each other to get to the bar
gain counters and the choicest selee-
tions were qulekly packed off, sa thy
belated shoppers had rather slf
pleking. Many of the shoppers we
furmers, whose teams lined ti
streets, others were from dista
towns and the people of Norfolk werd
caught in the squeeze.
Holiday Travel.
The number of people who have
tnken advantage of the holiday ex-
cursion rates is astonishing, and all
Incoming and outgoing trains have
been packed to capacity since the
rate went into effect. Incoming tralns
have belched forth crowds of vis-
itors coming to Norfolk and thelr
places have been quickly filled by
those who were outward bound to
spend the holadays with distant rel-
atives and friends. The train In from
Bonesteel this morming unloaded
scores of visitors to Norfolk, and be-
fore it left the platform at the Cretgh-
ton depot, a crowded waiting room
full of people was transferred to the
plush seats in the varnished carsand
undoubtedly the company found it
necessary to attach more care for the
nccommodation of the passenger
traflic long Dbefore Fremont . was
reached. What was true of the Fone-
steel train was likewlse true of other
trains aud the holiday passengar traf-
fle has probably never been exceeded,
'he overlonded condition of the pag-

songer coaches s duplicated in the
express  and mall cars where the
spaces were filled with boxes and
packages and mail bags taking and
bringing chéer to many homes, and it
will be surprising if all the prelim.

inary work by the mall elerks and ex-
prees mesongers can be done in time
to deposit the boxes and puckages and
proper destination in
| time for the festival,




