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Distingnished Visitors in the Senate,
There were some notable speetators on
the floor ihe Senate. The Lord High
cller of England, the IPremier of
other members of the joint

high commission were given seats with
the Senators as a mark of consideration.
In the diplomatic gallery were Sir Julian
Pauncefote, the British ambassader, and
his danghter. the minisier from Siam and
Lis from Corea
and his wife and Wu Ting
IFapg, minister from and one of
the art: Clhiinese legation, be-
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Attendance in
There more than the usnal number
of distinguished personages in the throng-
ed galleries of the House, including many
represenfatives foreign governments,
high ofiicials,
conspicuous in soeial and political life.
The greetings of the members were most
cordial, and there was no outeropping of
partisan rancor to mar the occasion. One
of the most striking incidents was the
cordia! meeting between the floor leaders
of the respective sides, Messrs, Dingley
and Bailey.

Speaker Reed received a warm welcome
from both sides of the House when he
ascended the rostrum to call the Honse
to order, but perhaps the greatest person-
al o.ation to any meinher was that given
to Major General Wheeler of Alabama,
who bas not been seen by many of his
old colieagues since he went to the front
at the head of the cavalry division of
Geneal Saafter’s army. W. A. Stone, of
Peunsyivania: Benton MeMillin, of Ten-
nessec. and Jezeph ). Sayers, of Texas,
wio have been elocted Governors of their
respective States zinee Congress adjourn-

the House,

wers

l'|{

ed, were also overwhelmed with coneratu- |

lations. The floral iributes were unusual-
Iy nummerons.

Representative Cousins of Iowa has the
bhonor of intrieineing the first bill in the

House at this ses<ion of Congress.

Iegislation 1o Be Enacled,

Thongh many questions may press for
solution, the brief space covered by this
gession, which coxpires by limitation
Maren 4, precludes the probability  of
much being accomplished beyond the
passnge
legislation for the increase of the regular
army. which the adminisiration deems
necessary to meet the obligations imposed
upen the country hy the result of the war,
and prebably the enactment of a law to
give a permanent territorial government
to the Hawaiian islands. This covers all
the important legislation which the Con-
gressienal leaders expeet to see enacted
at It is alinost the unani-
mons sentiment of the members that no
attemnnt should be made to legislate con-
cerning the possessions acquired by the
war with Spain at this session. There
are carnest advoeates of the Nicaraguan
canal bill, who will strive to secure its
passaze now, and they may possibly be
guccessful, but neither it nor the pooling
bill nor anti-sealpers’ bill, each of which
has strong (riends, will be allowed to in-
terfere with the bills the passage of which
18 deemed alsolntely necessary to prevent
an exira session,

The leaders at both ends of the capitol
have put their heads together, and the
work of the session is to be entered upon
with the idea of avoiding an extra
glon. Witl
propriation bills are to be given the road
at both ends of the capitol and pressed
through with all possible haste.

higa o i
this sCesion.
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An American soldier and a native cab |

man were killed by coming in contact with
a fallen electric wire in Honolulu the
other day. An inquest developed the fact
that the interior of the wooden insulating
pin by which the wire was supported had

been eaten away by ants, and the thir |

ghell which remained had given way un
der the stress of a wind storm,

Attorney General Grizgs has decides
that a person may draw money on a check
withont a stamp, provided the checlk i
payable to himself, from his own funds or
deposit in the bank in question,

= ———— — A
—_— -&E-\-l-_:v.:,}_ﬂr-z W

months |

i:(‘- |

and ladies and ;:omlunwnl

| The

THE WEEK'S DOINGS IN SENATE
AND HOUSE.

A Comprehensive Digest of the Pro-
cecdings in the Legislative Cham-
bers at Washington— Matters that
Concern the People.

In the House on Tuesday Mr. Canpon,
chairman of the Committee on Appropria-
tions, reported the urgent deficiency bill
for the army and navy. 7The President

sent to the House the report of the Ha- |
| waiian comumission, and Mr, Hiit, chair- |

man of the committee, introduced a bill in
connection with
the whole matter being referred to
Committer on Territories. At 12:30 the
House adjourned out of respect to the late
T. J. Northwayx of Ohio and W. I, Love
of Missis=ippi. In the Senate Mr. Hale
ofiered a bill for the erection of a monu-

ment to the officers and sailors who lost

|their lives by the explosion of the battle-
|ship Maine in Havana harbor.
from the Legislature of Vermont
| were read requesting that Rear Admiral
| Dewey be made admiral and that Captain
| Clark, commander of the Oregon, be given
rank as his merits demand. Mr.
Vest offered a resolution ohjecting to the

tions

such

| proposed colonial system and reeiting that

the Government should acquire only coal-

Iv - ™ - -
|ing stations in the orient, unless it shall |

be the purpose of the United States to
organize the far-off possessions into terri-
tories, and ultimately to be admiited as
| States, The President sent a large num-
ber of nominations but
| they were all recess appoiniments with

<
to the Senatle,

the exception of Powell Clayton of Ar-
kansas, whose rank has been raised to |
| National

ambassador extraordinary and plenipoten-
tiary to Mexico, Senor Romero having
announeed that his Government had con-
ferred that distinetion npon him. Mr, Cul-
lom introduced a bill to provide for the
territory of Hawaii. A brief discussion
|of the navigation laws was precipitated
by the consideration of a bill amending
those laws by the addition of a provision
that foreizn built vessels wrecked in the
United States purchased by citizens of
this country amd repaired to the extent
of three-fourths of their value shall be
subjeet to forfeiture if they engage sab-
sequently in the coastwise trade of the
United States. 1: was made a special
order for Monday.

In the Honse on Wednesday the anti-
| sealping bill passed by a vote of 119 to
101, Inthe Senate no business was trans-
acted in open session, A few minutes af-
ter the Senate convened it went into ex-
At 2:15 business in open
session was resumed, the death of Rep-
| resentatives Northway of Oliio and Love
of Mississippi was announced and the
Senate adjourned as a mark of respect to
their memory.,

On Thursday the Senate held a short
[session and adjourned until Monday, af-
ter making the Niciraguan Canal bill the
unfinished business Lefore that body. Mr.
| Morgan called up the measure, whereup-
fon Mr. Pettigrew moved to adjourn. This
{motion failed—13 yeas to 42 nays—and
|the bill was brought forward. Adjourn-
|mv:|[ was immediately taken. During the
|session Mrwr. Vest stated his opposition to
'the hurried manner of passing pension
[ bills in the Senate, and gave notice that
| he wonld insist upon a quorum being pres-
|ent when pension bills were being acted
upon. At the other end of the capitol the
| general deficiency appropriation bill was
| passed, and the House adjourned until
Monday.

|
|
|
\

PCHLIVEe Sesslon.,

Congress. and there will be five in the
next. Fonr of them are Republieans and
three come from the State of Michigan,
only
Highbaugh Smith of Hodgensville, Larne

|("--unt_v. Ky., who represents the district

in which Abraham Lincoln was born.

[in Washington from San Francisco.
[ comes to present a c¢laim
through the Secretary of State for the |

Mrs, Dominits of Honolulu, formerly
gueen of the Hawaiian Islands, arrived
She

to Congress

crown lands in the Hawaiian lslands,

and to produes an annual revenue of

of the regular money budgets, the s

|

S160,000,

Gen. Garcia and his Cuban associates
are pleased with the President’s message,
and declare that his references to Caban
independence are in effect, if not in words,
a recognition of the republie. 1t is doubt-

| tended that such a construction shonld be
{ placed upon his words,

Iy this purpose in view the ap- |

A communication received at the State
Department from the consuls general at
Berlin and Frankfort places the total
value of all exports from Germany {o the
United States for the quarter ending Sept.
30 at $19,789.007, an
same period of 1897 of £5,110,003,

Pennsylvania eities, with assurances of
contributions of $1.000.(0d0) from the rich

npiversity in this city.

The President dild not offer a plan for a
| rovernment in the Philippines in his mes-
{ sage, simply because he desires first to
ascertain how far the people are ecapable
of self-government,

The Secretary of the Navy has added to
| the ornaments of his office the figurchead
of the erniser Cristobal Colon, which was
||Iw-'rru_\'m1 in the battle off Santiago.
i -—1-
A canvass of the Republican Senators
[ discloses only fwo votes on that side
acainst the ratifieation of the Paris
treaty, those of Messrs, Hale and Morrill.
Mr., Simon, the new Senator from Ore-
gon, is the smallest man in Congress—
smaller than Gen. Wheeler and Senator
Wilson, who weighs only 96 pounds.

Senator Mason announces that he in-
tends to devote his entire energies at this
| session of Congress to the passage of the

postal savings bank bill,

the consideration of it, |
the ¢

Resolu- |

| adnlteration be adopted.
Lurged farmers to uphold agricultural col-
| leges and experiment stations and recom-
{ mended strong taxation laws for securing

Democeratic Smith is David |

which are said fo be valned at $4.000,000 |

| edd

ful, however. whether the President in- |

4 | Merrimac
inerease over the |

Meothodists of that State for the American _

| not been worth 50 cents.
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Congress Begins Delibera-
tions at Fort Wayne.

The farmers' national congress of the
United States of Ameriea assembled at
IFort Worth, Texas, in its ecighteenth an-

nual 51‘:-;.-ai|ill.. Ex-
Gov.,  William D.
IHoard of Wisconsin
presided, and among
_ the delegates were
%3 representatives of all
Zthe States and terri-

Dtories of the Union
> and of several of the
/“t':m;nli:m provinces.

{ After prayver by Rev.

) Alexander ), Garrett

of Ihillas, the visitors

W. L. 1lIOARD

Charles A. Cnllivrson, President W.

Skinner of the Fort Worth Live Stock

Hxchange and others.

half of the delegates were delivered ]'-‘\'

Secretary John M. Stahl or [Hinois, Wil-

tiam Freeman of Maine and F. L. Max-

well of Louisiana. After the roll eall hy

States President Hoard ]‘t'nl't'l_‘di'll to de-
liver his annual address,

A feature of the congress was the at-
tendance from some of the States of large
numbers of to re-enforee the
delegates. Towa had sixty-three persons,
including the delegates, and Colorado had
fifty-four. The annexstion of the Philip-
pines was one sithjeet which engrossed the
attention of the delegites,

The report ol Prof. Henry of Wiscon-
sin on the President’s address was adopi-
ed, It recommended instruction in the
principles of agriculture in rural publie
schools; that commercial representatives

assocites

for American agricultural products in for- |

eign markets be provided; that the best
possible means for the operation of steam-
ship lines direet to South America should
be securcd. and that laws against food
The report also

equiry in taxation. lesolutions were
adopted and ordered to he sent to Con-

| gress favoring government aid in the con-

struection of the Nicaragna canal and gov-
ernment control of same, and for the de-

>R ' : velopment of the beet sugar industry.
There are four Smiths in the present |

PERILS AS TO CHINA,

England and Russia Unable to Reach
an Agreement,
Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, Brit-

[ish colonial seerctary, made new diselos-

ures the other night in a sveech at Wake-
fichd, Yorkshire. He virtually stated the

British Government had found it impossi-
[ Dle

to reach an agreement with Russia
tonching China, and that France's plan
of exasperation had prevented a setiled
poliey as to Egypt.

It was made evident, however, that an
enteute has been resched with Germany
that may make for peace and for extend-
trade: but the significant fact was
brotieht ont that unless an agrecment is
effected with assia there are dangers of
vrave complications, e, however, lelt

| room to hope for a settlement.

Mr. Chamberlain again referred with

i feeling to the cordial Anglo-American re-

lations., Hoe gunoted from the President’s
message to show that there is hope that
Englaml not stamd alone for the
“open door”™ in the Fast, and again declar-

i< Lo

fod that an allinnee between the two na-
[ tions wonld wake them invineible,

HOBSON REFUSES $50,000.

Hero Declines an Offer to
L.ecture,
An offer of £50.000 for a number of Jee-

Bishop Hurst of the Methodist Chureh | tures has been refused by Naval Construe-

returns to Washington from a toar of the |

tor Richmond ', Hobson. This offer was
made by a New York leeture burean, and
the reason for his refusal was stated by
Hobson to a friend.

“Before the sinking of the Merrimae,”
he said. “my lectures would probably have
The sinking of
the Merrimac seems to have made them
worth $50.000,  The work that so sud-

| denly raised my stock in literary trade

was done in simple execution of my duty
as an American naval oflicer. I did not

| feel that T bad a right to use the perform-

ance of that duty for my Onancial bhetter-
ment. I therefore deelined the offer of
S50, 000"

Gold from Maria Teresa.
The safe of the Spanish eruiser Maria
Teresa, which has lain for some time in
the Norfolk navy yard, has been opened,

' and found to contain bags of Spanish and

American gold and silver coin. It is esti-
mated that the value of the treasure will
$75.000. The money will be turned
over to the proper officials, and the safe
will be sent to the National Museum at
Washington.

Japan is preparing to drive the Russian
troops from Corea, having landed large
detachwents of troops for that purpose,

listened to addresses |
of welcome by Mayor B. B. ’'addock, Goy. |

2 |
E. |

tesponses in he- |

Offer of $200,000,000 for Group Made
to President McKinley,

Japan has offered this Government
£200,000.000 for the Philippines. This
information came through a Washington
correspondeant from a high source and is
asserted to be official. It was further
stated that this overture of Japan was

treaty of peace at Paris.

In direct connection with this story it is
known that an infuential Senator recently
had a long talk with the President, at

was the main topie of conversation.
argument of the Senator was that, while
he was opposed to the holding of the Phil-
ippines, he had now become ¢onvineed it
[ would he necessary to holl the island of
Luzon., IHe told the President it would be
to the advantage of the Government to
[ dispose of all of the group except Luzon

and that it would be the better plan to |

[ have several purchasers for thegroup. In
complications by letting Germany, Eng-
land, France, Japan and Russia into the
sigantic auetion sale,

When the peace protocol was negotiated
by Cambon and the ’rosident the adminis-

the acqnisition of Luzon, Sinee then the
expansionist sentiment has grown rapidly
in popular favor. The President may be
only testing public opinion by giving cer-
tain gentlemen the impression that he
favors the sale of all the islands exeept
' Luzon, or he may actually favor this dis-
position of the Philippine question. If
seriously advocated the proposition will

and Democrats of inHuence,
UNCLE SAM AND JOHN BULL.

Demand for Joint Control of Nicara-
gua Canal Causes Irritation.

The Nicaraguan canal question prom-
ises to be one of the leading questions in
(Congress this winter., The anxiety of the
British to get in on the ground floor, as
expressed by the London press, canses
some irritation in Washingion, as Eng-
Innd’s friendship for this country during
i the recent war is shoved nnder our noses
las an argunment for joint c¢ontrol of the
proposed canal,

England’s claims for a share in the
canal are based on the Bulwer-Clayton

| any one dreamed of a eanal across that
part of the isthmus,

conference with Secretary of State Hay
amd has intimated that our exelusive con-

tion of 180,
In administration circles the feeling is
strong that no one shall interfere with this
Government’s declared intention to build
the canal. and Seeretary Hay probably
told this to Sir Julian in a friendly buot
firm way. Later the United States may
declare the eanal neutral in war times,
but the Govermment will do this in ifs own
way amd eeriainly not nnder pressure.

As to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, which
England threatens to drag forth,
United States has two strong
against it,
immediately annul the treaty., Second,
under the treaty the United $tates can do
anything she proposes to do without vio-
lating any of its  terms, although the
treaty has been abrogated by Great Brit-
ain’s own acts.

FOR MANILA VIA THE SUEZ

Expedition of Three Regimenis Will
Soon Leave New York,

The next regiments to start for Manila
will embark at New York about the end
of this month. and will go through the
Suez eanal, unless present plans fail, This
('X[n-l]ilillu will consist of three :'t'giuh-n[\;
of regular infantry, distributed between
two of the largest converted transports
owned by the Government, with perhaps
a convoy of two warships,

point of embarkation instead of San Fran-
cisco was reached after a carefnl review
of a number considerations, chief
amongz which was the mrgeney for haste,
At the present time the
wholly without available transports in the
Pacific ocean to meet the emergeney,

UI'
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Government

Albert Ham, a farmer of West Dres-
den. Me.. has an apple tree in his orchard
which measures 9 feet 10 inches in eir-
cumference, 1 foot from the ground, and
at the height of 6 feet the trunk branchey
into four limbs almost as large. The tree
is over a century old, and has borne well
each year for the forty-seven it has been
in Mr. Ham's possession,

Col. Hanna, at San Juan, Porto Rice,

ticle imported into that island, and that
Nova Scotia dealers in cedfish consider
Porto Rico their best market,

met by the reply from the President that |
no negotiations affecting the disposition |
or control of the Philippines could be en- |
tered into nntil after the conciusion of the |

which the disposition of the Philippines |
The |

other words, he wonld aveid all possible |

be hotly opposed by many Republicans |

treaty, an agreement entered into before |
It is understood that |

Nir Julian Pauncefote has recently had g |

trol of the waterway violates the conven- |

the |
defenses |
First, the United States can |

The decision to nse New York as the |

says that codfish is the principal food ar- |

'MONEY OF THE NATION | ADDRESS TO
| |

|
'ANNUAL REPORT OF SECRE-

TARY CGAGE.

Chief of the Treasury Department Dis-
cnsses the Need of Banking Reform
and the Necessity of Meeting New

Conditions.

| Secretary of the Treasury Gage has
| made publie his report on the condition of
the finances of the eountry and the work
| accomplished by his department during
| the year. It is an interesting docament.
Upoen the subject of currency and banking
reform he says:

The arguments against government issues |

of paper money as a medium for commer-
cinl exchanges have been fully made and
| need not be repeated in detail. The
posal to substitute bank issues for govern-
| ment notes Is oppesed with many honest

| prejudices and assailed by bitier denuncia-
| tions.
| prehiend the teue philosophy of a paper cur-

The tirst arise from a fallure to com-

rency and must be patiently considered.

| The lalter obscure the question by reckless
| statements, charging that all propositions |
{ for carrency reform are bank consplracles.

If It be conceded that the legal-tender
money jssped by government does not pos-
| sess the guallflcatlons to make it a proper
factor in the country’s exchanges of prod-
| uets and manafactures, if the faet also be

| admitted that it Is a deranging and disturb- |

in Its relation to industry and
commerce, then the time has come to sab-
| slitnte for it n currency which will

| quately, economieally and safely meet with

| ing factor

the ever-growing needs of the country, rap- |

Idly developing. as it is, in the power of
| production, in the number of its people and
i the importanee of its domestic and foreign
| trade.

In answer to the question
| bank note eurrency can be

whether a
established

which will be economical, adequate and |

| safe and serve the public needs in a bet-
ter way than is now served, the Secre-
| tary points to the system in force
| Canada.
The facts set forth by the Compireller re-
late exelusively to the proposition that the
notes of a failed bank shall be a paramonnt

lien upon the assets for thelr full valne be-

fore any rights accrne to oither ereditors.
The issue of notes upon the general assets
of natiofinl banks may be made perfectly so-
care witheut the requirement that the notes
be a first lien upon their assets.
oniy be necessary to award to the notehold-
er the same ratable proportion of the assets
which went to other ereditors, and (o pro-
vide that the amount required to pay the
difference bhe obtained by an assessment up-
on all the national banks, collecied ratably
In preportion to their share in the cireula-
tlon of this eharacter. The vital question is,
What percentage of assessment upon this
circulatlon wonld be required In order to
| cover the losses to noteholders in the ease
of failed banks? The experience of the npa-

assessment won'd he insignificant.

The total eirenlation of falled banks out-
standing at the time of fallure up to Oet,
31, 1897, was $20,803,827. The loss upon
these notes, if the seeurity for them had
been jinpalred in the same degree as the
security for other labilitles, would have
| been $5.ATH.165, or an annual average of
| about RIGL.000. This loss would have been
made good by a tax of about one-twelfth
of 1 per ¢ent. per year upon the circulation
of the solvent banks. A tax of one-fifth of
| 1 per cent, upon the average circulatlon of

the national banks sinee the fonndation of

the svstem would have pald such losses up

| to Oct. 31, 1897, and left a surplus of about |
tration’s idea involved nothing more than |

SH000.000 in the gnaranty fund.
Urges Former Measures.

Iu 2y Iast report i ventured upon specific |
recommendations,
If adopted and formulated into law, wonld
in my opinion be eurative of the evils herein
pointed out. In honse bills Nos. 10.289 and
10,335 are embodied n series of measures In
some respects more meritorions, The meas-
ures herein proposed are the result of care-

| ful study by expert and experienced men. |
reasonable |
| not eontrol prices; the market end of the

With some modifications—the
fruit of full discussion—they would, 1 be-
lieve, meet the country’s needs. I com-
| mend the subject to the carly and earnest
attentlon of Congress,
On the point of fractional silver the re-
port contains this paragraph:
The amount of fractional silver ecoin held
by the treasury July 1, 1807, was $16,201,-
| 960; July I, 1898, 12,070,690, This stock
| has at present, Nov, 18, been reduced to £7,-
122.506. much of which is so worn as to be
unfit for circulation. The amount avallable,
distributed among the several sub-treasuries,
gives but small stock to each, and some d2-
vominations are erhausted. The Secretary |
of the Treasury should be authorlzed to re-
| eoin this nnenrrent stock and any such coln
which may hereafter accumulate In the
| treasury, the difference between (ts face
| value aud the new coin It will make to be
| paid ont of any moneys in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated. Further provision |
should be made to add to the stock of frae-
tional coin, and to that end it Is suggested
| that the Secretary of the Treasury be au-
| thorized io use any silver builion now In the
treasury for the coinage of such denomina- |
{ tlons as may be required from time to time |
to meet the demand from the different see- |
tions of the country. With an ever-inereas-
ing population, which will be added to In
the near fature by the acquisltion of addi-
tional territory, the demand for fractional
silver coin will be snch as to make it essen-
tially necessary that the stock should be In-
creased,
It is suggested that, at the proper time,
[ action be taken by Congress to assimilate
{ the curreney of Porto Rieo to that of the
United States, so far and so rapidly as
this can be done without unduly disturb-
| ing existing conditions and contract rela-
tions in PPorto Rico. This, it is believed,
can be accomplished by making customs |
dues in the island payable in American |
mouey, yet receiving the silver pesos and
feentavos at a fixed relation to our dollar.
The revenues of the (GGovernment from
all sources for the fiseal year ended June
80, 18958, were 2494.333.953.75, while the
expenditures for the same period were !
$552.351.201.35., showing a deficit of $38.- |
}1'47.2-!7.!31'. As compared with the fiseal
year of 1597, the receipts for 1898 in-
creased $G3.946,T85.86. There was an in-
Lerease of $TT.OMHAZ3.23 in the ordinary
cxpenditures. The revennes for the cur-
trent fiscal year are estimated at 83577.-
R74.647.37. while the expenditures for the
same period arce 680874 647 .37, leaving a
deficit of $T12,000,000,  For the fiseal
vear 1900 the revenues are estimated at
| $610.958,112 and the estimates of appro- |
priations for the same period aggregate,
exclusive of sinking fund, $641,006,490.64,
or an estimated deficit of 30,048,587 .64,
“The first proceeds of the popnlar loan
of S200,000 00, the report reads, “were
received dane 14, and from that date for-
ward the inflow of money from this sonree
mas been rapid aml constant. The total
amount received up 1o Nov, 1 was 8195.-
4 INT 62T

Mint Receipts and Deposits,

T Lass ;‘m-v;]r':-' andd (I--iinhiii of il'.:::'luh at
niints mud assay ofices, including redepos-
ite, sieeresated £215.566.261.54. of which
STUN THLAN2 20 was and $18,825 -

The |fi']l-l‘~i|-’- of gold were

any previous year of our

zald
il silver.

greater than in
history.
S1T.210.078 were deposited during  the
vear. 1t was recommended that an appro-
priatina of £50.000 be made for the eree-

| r_‘d_"il it !".

I Posterity—OQur dlstant relations.

pro- |

ade- |

in |

It would !

| sehools.

| $ones o +» ala . ol sclentifie arith-
tional banking system demonstrates that the | teaching of the elements ot : atific ar

| teaching now find themselves

These recommendations, |

| mysterlously Jeavening the whole lump?

' farming.

| not show

Foreign coins to the amount of |

tion of a building for the assay office at] grain, hay
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'W. D. HOARD TALKS TO NA.
' TIONAL CONGRESS.

Wiscongin’s Ex-Governor, in His An*
nual Address, Dwells on the Intel-
lectual and Business Sides of Agri-
culture  Farm Education a Necessity,

Ex-Gov. Hoard of Wisconsin, president
of the Farmers' National Congress, in his
annual address that Lody at Fort
Worth, said:

Our agriculture is becomjug nationallstic.
This farmers' congress 1s cne of the proofs
of this assertlon. We are no longer a loosely
joined band of States, “discordant, bellig-
erent.”” ““Thank God, we are coming (o see
each other “fuce to face.” We are becoming
cemented by raflroads, navigable rivers, In-
terchangeable products, and a more general
commuingling of our people. Natlonal legls-
lation Is tuking on thought of this Kind in
the establishing of experiment stations, the
enanctment of laws for the betler protection
of agrienitural produets agninst the dishon-
est greed of men who wonld adulterate and
connterfelt.

We are just beglunlng to feel ns o people
that agricalture Is an Intellectunl as well o3
| & manual pursuit; that frem the humblest

tenant to the lordllest ranchman progress
[ and proflt depend on mental comprelen-
slon of the prinelples Involved, and an ener-
getle obedience to that knowledge. Compre-
| henslon means Intellect, obedlence means
| busluess. Some men are ail Intellect and no
work; others all work and nv Intellect. The
true farmer unltes both. He Is both a sto-
dent and n *‘doer of the word."”

Some of the questions fur this farmers’
congress to ask itself are What can we
do in an organized way to get the farmers
of this continent to necessity of
more Intellect on the farm? In other words,
what can we do to promote farm edueation?
What can this congress do to promote wise
| legislation in the State and nationa! legis-

latures to this end* What can this congress

do as a great force to arvest the tendency
of the American farmer to destroy the natn-

1O

see he

| ral fertility of his farm? What can we do to

arouse publie opinion and (he great educa-
tional forees of the country to the [mport-
ance of teaching the elements of agricul-
ture in the primary schools of the land?
Our present system of agricultural educa-
tion is an image with a head of brass, a
body of iron and feet of clay., We are di
recting all our energies to the head and not
the feet. Our common schools recruit the
academy, the college and the unlversity,
and they, in turn, recruit every profession
but farming. Our young men flee the
towns and cities beeause we have educated
them to do so. Nearly every European
country is putting forth strenuous efforts
to stop this tendency by teachiong the ele-
ments of sclentitic agricuiture in the publie
It ean be done as casily as the

to

metle, or chemistry, or philosophy. A great
host of farmers who were deprived of such
barred from
an understanding of much agricaltural lter-
ature. As a consequence they turn from
the agricultural college, the bulletin of the
experiment station and farm paper,
which Is really werth everything to them.
Like all other lines of human thought and
actlon, the American farmer and his farm
are going through a process of evolution.
The manufacturer feels it, and kis capltal
and enterprise can hardly keep pace with
coming chnnges; stateamanship feels it, for
new and difficult problems of government
coustantly present themselves, and bow to

Lhe

| keep center and cirenmference in harmon-

izing growth Is the problem of the day. The
ratlroad magnate feels it amd must bow to
iIt. What is the subile power that Is so
It
is growth of knowledge among the people.
Heretofore our vision has been direeted al-
most wholly to the price we were to recelve
for our produocts. The present tide of evolu-
tion bears us Iin anolher direction. We can-

question Is beyond the individual reach or
modiication of any farmer. What can he
do, what must he do, to increase his profit,
for on that hangs his prosperity? This must
he do: He must realize that he Is no longer

| a erunde producer; he 1s a manufacturer. He
| must Invoke seience, lovention, better sys-

tem, more thorough organization among his
fellow farmers, more exhaustive study of
the underiying princlples of his business,
improved methods, everything he can lay
hold of, to contribute to a rednetion of the
cost of production.

He is subject to the same economiec laws
as is every other manufactorer. The world
declares it will have cheap food and cloth-

| Ing. for this Is the humane order of our ely-

Hization. 'The Amerlean farmer Is in the
forefront of a merciless competition, for
from the soil must come primarily all the
food and clothing. He must furnish as good
as the best or he will luose the market. He
must do this at a living cost and keep up
the fertility of the soil, or he and hls farm
will both perish by the way. The demands
of modern civilizatlon are expensive, It

| costs more to live, edacate his children and

e a man among men than it d*d his father
fifty years ago. There is but one road out
of the ditficulty as.l can see. He must put
mare thonght into this question of the eosat
of production. Heretofore the ery has been
more land, until the farm has become bigger
than the farmer. Thls expensive
The necessities of the hour say
maeie the farmer biggzer than the farm. i

The Farmers' Natlonal Congress is needed
as an organized body of opinion to promote
as best It can national legisiation In support
of the Department of Agriculture. Our
present Secretary of Agriculture is doing
what he ecan to introduce American food
products into foreign markets and promote
their consumption. That department should
have the authority and means to employ,

makes

| wnder its own divection, commerelal agents
{ in

every food market in the world. Den-
mark sewds its agents to England to recelye,
guard and look after its shipments of butter
and bacton. Canada difug the same,
There Is no reason better than traditional
abstractlon why the United States should
the sume good business sense RBe-
sides, there Is a great trade awalting us at
our very doors in the sister republics of the
southern part of this continent. Can we say
or do anything here which will move nu-:-
national legislature into work of a practical
charaeter, In the way of mail subsidies to a
ling of American ships salling direct from
southern ports to South American ports? |
hope we can. It Is a reproach to the practi-
cal statesmanship of the Ameriean people
that something has pot been of this
-haracter.

This congre do someihing in the
way aiding the greater efliclency of the
State experimental stati
are hardly more than lodging-honses for
politicians. It ean stanud up and rebuke, In
no measured tones, the prostitation of agrl-
cultural necessities and progress to political
favoritism It ean and of
the national the taxation to
extinetion of food products.
An imitation §s o unterfeir, and a connter-
feit is a frand, and shonld bave no rights
before the Inw as azainst an hovest product
of the farme. No matter how many hired
chemists assert to the contrary. connterfeit
food products are a mepacs to the health of

the public and the prospecity of the farmee
amdi the nation,

in

done
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Mat Luby. a favmer, who resided absont
two miles northeast of Olathe, Kan_ had
his house, with the furniture, also o large
barn and congeurs, including foys horses,

and implements, completely
ld'::s‘tl"!.‘»"":'s by fire, the ocevgants of the
! house, Mr. Luby, wife anid danghtep, bare.
; ly escaping with their Yyes,
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