“The present naval force, espseially m
*ew of ite Increase by the ships now
onder construction, while not as large as
that of 2 few other powers, is a formid-
able force; its vessels are the very best
gr each type; and with the increase that

hould be made to it from time to time
in the future, and careful attention to
keeping it in a high state of efficlency
and repair, it Is well adapted to the ne-
<r=gities of the country.

The grezt lucrease of the navy which

kas faken place in recent years was justi-
filed by the requirements for national de-
fensge, nnd has recelved public approba-
tion. The time has now arrived, how-
ever, when this Inecrease to which tha
aountry i= committed should, for a time,
take the form of Increased facilities com-
mensurate with the lncrease of our naval
vessels. It Is an unfortunate fact that
there is oniy one dock on the Paelfic coast
eapable of docking our largest ships, and
only one on the Atlantic coast, and that
the latler has for the last six or seven
months been under repair and therefore
incapeble of 1we. Immedlate steps should
be taken to provide three or four docks
of this capacity on the Atlantic coast, at
least one on the Paciflc coast, and a float-
ing dock on the gulf. This is & reccmmmen-
dation of a very competent board. ap-
polnted to Investigate the subject. There
should slso be ampla provision made for
powder and projectiles, and other muni-
tions of war, and for an increased num-
ber of officers and enlisted men. Some
additions are also necessary to our navy
vards for the repair and care of our large
number of vessels. As there are now on
the storks five battleships of the largest
class, which cannot be completed for a
year or two. I concur with the recom-
mendaticn of the secretary of the navy
yr an appropriation authorlzing the con-

ruction of one battleshlp for the Pacific
soast, where at present there is only one
in commission and one under construc-
tion, while on the Atllantic coast there
are three In commission and four under
consiruction:; and also that several tor-
pedo boats be authorized In connection
with our general system of coast defense,

Alaska Demands Attention.

The terrilory of Alaska requires the
prompt and early attention of congress.
The conditions now exlsting demand ma-
terial changes in the laws relating to the
territory. The great influx of population
during the past summer and fall and the

prospect of a stlll larger immigratjon In
the spring will not permit us to longer
neglect the extension of civil authority
within the territory or postpone the es-
tablishment of a more thorough govern-
ment.

A general system of public survey has
not been extended to Alaska, and all en-
tries this far made In that district are
upon special surveys. The act of conigress
extending to Aleska the mining laws of
the United Htates contained the reserva-
tion that it should not be construed to put
in fgroe the general land laws of the
country, Dy act approved March 3, i8%L,

tuthority was given for entry of lands
for town s«ite purposes and also for the
purchasc of not exceeding 180 acres then
or therearter occupied for purposes of
trade aud munufacture. The purpose of
Jongress a8 1aus far ex;)ressetf has beaen
that only such rights should apply to that
territory as should be specifically namead.

It will be =e2n how much remains to be
done for the wvast, remote and yet prom-
ising portion of our country. Special au-
thorily was glven to the president by the
act of congress approved Joly 24, 1897,
to divide that territory into land distriets
and to designate the boundaries thereof,
and to appo'nt registersand surveyors of
said land offices, and the president was
also mutherized to appoint a surveyor
general for the entire distriet. Pursuant
to this rputhority, a surveyor igeneral and
rece{ver have been appointed with offices
at BSitka. If in the ensuin year the
conditicns justify it, the additlonal land
district authorized by law will be estab-
llshed, with an office at some point in the
Yukon valley. No appropriation, however,
was made {or this purpose, and that is
now neceasery to be done for the two
land districts into which the territory is
to be divided.

T concur with the secretary of war in
hig suggestions as io the necessity of a
military force in the territory of Alaska
for the proteciion of persons gnd prop-
erty. Already a small force, eonsisting of
twenty-five men, with officers, under
eommand of Lieut. Col. Rarfigll, of the
Eighth infantry, has been sent te St
Michael to establish a miilltary post. As
it is to the interest of the government to
encourage the settlement of the ecountry
and its duly to follow up its citlzens with
the benefit ¢f legal machinery, I earnestly
urge uptn congress the establishment of
a gystem of government with such flexi-
bility as wiil enable it to adjust itself to
the future araas of greatest population.

The startling, though possl’g?y €Xagger-
ated, reports from tha Yukon rivéer coun-
try of the probable shortage of foed for
the largé number of people who are en-
tering thers without the means of leav-
Ing the connigy, are confilrmed in such a
measure as fo justify bringing the matter
to the attention of congress. Access to
that esountry in winter can be had only by
the passes from Dyea and vicinity, which
Is @ maost difficult and perhaps impossi-
ble task. ilgwever, =hould these reporis
af the suffering of our fellow citizens be
further verifiad every effort at any cost
should Lo maids +a Aarry them relief,

Aovul aarem psaths,

It has remained for a German news-
paper womun, Adele Stern, to pene-
trate the mysteries of the Sultan's
harem., She says:

“Along the walls are low settees. In
the middle of the room stands a mag-
nificent Turkish clock. Near by is a
mangal, an open metallic stove, from
which momes daintily perfumed heat.
On the top is a big bronze pot, in which
delichons mocha is belng brewed. At
every othior step is a sort of cradle, in
which rest {rom one to three children.

“Tho delce far niente of Turkish fe-
male life can nowhere be better studied
than in a bath. The women of the
harem enfer the bath early in the morn-
ing, and spend from an hour to a whole
day there.

“And now to the bath itself. Ttisa
veritable fairyland. The soft, damp
air, the whiite marble, the perfumed
gteam, all help the ifllusion of beipg in
some Nivie land, Right before me,
splashing in the water, are two
nymphs, Their immense black eyes
glanee e£adly at me from beneath a
mass of mven-bDlack hair. Their forms
areexquisite, whiteas the alabaster sur-
rounding them, and with skin as soft
as the richest velvet.

“The baih finished, I am once more
ushered into the dressing-room. I drink

a cup ol coffee and depart.

Feathered Ventrilognists,

Many birds form their sounds with-
out openiung their bills. The pigeon is
a well-known iustance of this. Its coo-
ing ean be distinctly heard, although
it does pot cpen its bill. The call is
formed imternally in the throat and
chest. and is only rendered audible by
resonance. Similar ways may be ob-
served in many birds and other ani-
mals. The clear loud call of the cuckoo,
according to one naturalist, is the reso-
nance of a note formed in the bird. The
whirring of the snipe, which betrays
the approach of the bird to the hunter,
{s an act of ventriloquism. Even the
nightingale has certain notes which are
produced internally, and which are au-
dible while the bill is closed.

Democracy Undefiled.
“Everybody seetus to be on an equal-
ity in Klondike,” said the shoe clerk
bolrder.
“Yés,” said the cheerful idiot, “one
mfs can cut as much ice as another up
thére” —fndianapolis Journal

COST OF SCHOOL BOOKS.

Most People Have an Exaggerated
Idea of This Expense.

Under the hot breath of the profes-
sional “kicker” the cost of school books
is made to appear as an enorimous and
unreasonable burden. While poor peo-
ple who have large families in school
really have some burden to bear in this
matter, the average person has an ex-
pegerated idea of the cost of school
O0oks,

It is interesting to note from the last
census report the cost of certain things
as compared with the cost of school
Looks. It has been found by a series
of investigations in different States,
based upon reliable information, that
the cost of school books amounts to a
sum whiech would be equal to len cents
for each inhabitunt, or $7,000.,000 a
year in the whole United States. Coin-
pare this with the following: Cost of
artificial fowers and feathers, $9,000,-
94); tobacco and cigars, $195,000,000;
confectionery, $55,000,000; cigar box-
sg, $7.000,000; liquors—distilled, malt
and vinous—8289,000,000; and the only
ane of the above sums that causes any
considerable complaint is that “obnox-
lous” amount ($7,000,000) paid for
school books.

Before we condemn our State legis-
latures for the enactment of this law,
and the school officials for obeying it,
let us consider whether it is not a rea-
sonable and just law enacted for the
benefit of the children.—Jackson Coun-
ty School News.

Work and Rest.

Periods of work and play must alter-
nate, and the younger the children the
shorter should be the periods of work.
The pauses should be spent in free
play out of doors. The most difficult
subjeet should be placed in the morn-
ing; but there should be a judicious
alternation of the difficult and the
easy. The plan of one or two sessions
a day is an open question, which should
be decided on hygienic grounds. One
session without pauses every hour is
open to serious-objections. Home work
should be at a minimum. The general
aim should be to get the maximum at-
tention and freshness,

Two pedagogical principles radically
opposed. One gA\uges eduecation by the
hours, months and years speat in the
school-room, by the subjects studied
and the pages turned, by exercises
written and passed. The other looks
less at what a pupil has done than
what he ecan do, and deems present in-
tellectual health and mental ability
the only evidence of a good education.
From the standpoint of the latter, work
done by the nervous mechanism under
abnormal conditions may cause irrepar-
able injury. Of course the latter is the
standpoint of school hygiene. Its prob-
lem is to determine how long the nerv-
ous mechanism can funetion at its best.

The Worst Boy in School.

He was about the worst boy in
school and the teacher had punished
him again and again until she had be-
gun to consider him in the light of a
natural enemy, and she felt that the
boy’'s feeling for her must be almost
one of hatred. So it was in the nature
of a surprise wheg, in view of the ap-
proaching holiday separation. other
boys of the school brought to her desk
little gifts of remembrance, to have
the bad boy approach with some hesi-
tation and place a box of candy on her
desk.

“But I don’t think I can take it,
Tom,” she said. “You have been too
bad a boy: you have seemed to do ev-
eryvthing yvou could to displease me.”

“Oh, please take it, Miss Blank,” said
the bad boy in entreating tones. *“I
worked after school hours to get the
money to get it.”

And some one felt tears coming very
near the surface then, for the bad boy
was a poeor boy and had not so many
pleasures in life that he could be ex-
pected to sacrifice any of them for any-
one.—School Board Journal.

Examination Answers,

In a training school for girls, one
maiden said that a robin had web feet,
and that a sparrow had eyes on both
sides of its head to enable it to see
around a corner. In political and legal
lore the pupils were all at sea. One
said a “bill” is permissible when it was
allowed to pass the first time; it is
retrospective when it has to be consid-
areql acain. Charlestown was said to be
a naval arsenic.  Children, too, give
some queer definitions. Backbiter was
zaid to be a flea. Blacksmith is a place
where they make horses, because you
can see them nailing the feet on. A
horse is an animal with four legs, one
in each corner. Iee is water that went
fo sleep in the cold. Little sins are
cracked commandments, The nest egg
is the pne the hen measures by. The
four seasons are pepper, salf, musiard
and vinegar, and stars are the moon's
pros. —Boston Traveler.

Arithmetical Geography.

Texas has 265,750 square miles. (Look
in your geographies for the areas of the
other States and countries referred to.)
How many States of the size ot Color-
ado could be made from Texas? Illi-
nois? New York? New Jersey? Penn-
sylvania? Delaware? England? Ger
many? France? Crete? Cuba? Mex-
ico? Spain? Italy? Wales?

The population of New York City is
about 1.516,000. New York City is how
many times the population of Nevada®
New Mexico?  Colorado? Arizona’
Connecticut? Delaware? Florida? Ida-
ho? Maine? Moatana? New Hamp-
shire? North Dakota?

Busy Work Exercise.

Write names of arti®*les produced by
a farmer; by a gardener.

Write names of articles that are
mined.

Write names of materials used by a
carpenter; by a mason.

Write names of articles kept for sale
by a grocer; by a druggist; by a furni-
ture dealer; by a dry-goods dealer; by
n hardware dealer.

3CORING PRESIDENT M'KINLEY.

One of the most polished scorings
that President McKinley’s administra-
tion has received since the elections is
found in the columns of the New York
Times. That paper was his ardent sup-
porter during the Presidential cam-
paign, but it does not hesitate to a1
minister a caustic rebuke to the man
it helped to elect. The points that it
makes against him are the calling of
in extra session of Congress and the
passage of an unnecessary tariff bill
which will produace “not a surplus but a
deficit;” the turning over of the pairon-
1ge “to the Republican bosses in the
several States” for the pvrrpose of
building up “the party machines run
by professional politicians, rot in the
interest of the public, but for selfish
and often corrupt ends;’ and last ihe
Wolcott bimetallic commission. These
three acts the Times predicts will cosi
Mr. MeKinley his renomination and re-
clection.

This arraignment of the administra-
tion, so far as the first two points of
the Times’ indictment go, is not unjust.
Indeed, it is fully deservad, althouzh
s0 far as the Times is concerned it has
no right to kick, since it knew full well
that McKinley was a tariff man aned
distinctly pledged to the enactment of
a higher tariff law. So far as the hi-
metallic commission is concerned, that,
too, was a party pledge in the platform,
made as the gold men have wished it to
appear, to cateh votes and ot to be
carried out. But the president did se=d
¢ commission to Europe 1o negotiate
for bimetallism and then Jdid all in his
power at home to nullify its efforts hy
lending the entire power of his admin-
istration to sustain the single gold
standard. As the result of this two-
sided policy hé has won the curses of
both sides to the controversy. How-
ever, we wish to approve the predic-
tion of the Times—Mr. McKinley will
not be re-electedd in 1900. The next
President will be a silver mian.

“Currency Reform.,”

President McKinley is said to be
hopeful that Congress will do some-
thing in the way of passing currency
“reform” legislation. The resident as
a student of history has some ground
for his hope, as Congress has ever been
the tool of the money power, and noth-
ing but the majority in the Senate fa-
voring bimetallism stands between him
and the accomplishment of his wishes.
Congress has granted concessions to
corporations and trusts, it has demone-
tized silver, it has changed currency
bonds into coin bonds, and, following
the logic of its past, President McKin-
ley has season to believe that it will
join with him in destroying the green-
backs and in declaring that t-e word
“coin” means gold.

But President McKinlgy, counting on
the coercing strength of the adminis-
tration, leaning on the support of the
paid attorneys of the trusts, relying or
the assistance of the money power, aud
trusting in the influence of patronage,
forgets the authority of the people.
However much the members of Con-
gress may be threatened with the dis-
pleasure of the administration amnd Hs
allies, those who represent a bimetal-
lic constituency will remain tivm in
their opposition to the dictares of the
cold cligue. The kind of currency *‘re-
form” contemplated by the Republican
administration will not be put in pras-
tice by the present Congress, and as
tiie changes in the membershin of vhat
body which will be made in 1898 will |
greatly strengthen the silver majority,
it may safely be concluded thar IPresj
dent MeKinley's hopes are destined to
be blasted.

Classes at the White Ifouse.

Society unquestionably capfured the
white house at the last election. in
conseqguence the present administra-
tion is frantieally aristocratic. This
passion for high society, cropping out |
in a hundred places, is to be adver- |
tised to the world by the division of |
Congressmen into carefully constituted |
grondHs for White House entertainment
In this way Mr. McKinley
will be able to save his noble friends |
of the East from all contact with the |
rifT-raff. The plan evolved by Mr. Ne-
Kinley and J. Addison Porter, Isq.,
will work beautifully at social func-
tions. It will enable Mr. MeKinley to
make a display before the nobility and
wear out his old clothes before the rab- |
ble. And if the comnmen herd induiges
in feelings of resentment it contains |
only a few million more voters than
the nobility and not one-thousandth as
many heavy subscribers to Republi-
can campaign funds.—Kansas Ciy
Times.

purposes,

Government Expenses,

The report of Secretary Bliss makes
the astounding statement that there
are 200,000 pension claims awaiting set-
tlement. Undoubtedly half of these
claims will be passed upon favorably.
and the Secretary estimates that the
annual exrense to _the Government
will be swelled about 87,000,000, There
are now 976,014 names on the pension
rolls, and by the end of next yvear the
million mark will be passed. Under
the last Repuablican administration
there was an increase of 69,000. Me-
Kinley will add 100,000 the first twelve
months of his Presidency.

Secretary Bliss is altogether too mod
erate in his estimate of the amount of
expense this addition will maka neces
sary. Instead of $7,000,000, it will
reach nearly three times that sum. As

a watter of record the following statis-

ties as to the pension appropriations
will prove valuable:

Cleveland's last year

Harrison's first year.......
Harrison's second yvear.....
Harrison’s third vear. .. .... 141,000,050
Hagrison's fourth vear..... 135,000,000

The New York World estimates: that
nnder MeKinley the pension  appro-
priation for his last year of I'residen-
tial serviee will reach the enormeaus to-
tal of $160,000,000. The pension ex-
penses of this government today are
larger than the cest to any nation of
the greatest standing army in  the
world.

But General Miles wants o louble
the size of the standing army in this
country. The Secretary of ithe Navy
wiints to spend millions on new men-
of-war. The Republican politicians
wiant to have tariff’ commissions, com-
meree commissions amd monetary com-
missions created, whose members shall
hold office for life and draw fat sal-
aries. Surely these patriots are work-
ing like beavers to secure the return of
prosperity.

SR, 000, 0EH)
106,509,000
118,500,000

That Tariff Commission.

GGovernment by commission Is grow-
ing to be quite a favorite fad with Re-
publicans. These patriots are extreme-
ly anxious to *“take out of polities™ ail
questions of importance to the people.
They are suggesting “monetary com-
missions,” “commerce commissions,”
and among the philanthropic schemes
which have been advanced is a “tarift
commission.” Certainly the Republi-
cans need expert assistance on the
matter of tariff, but the people are 1ot
likely to approve of the “commission”
idea,

In the first place, it would prove a
very expensive arrangement. The suy-
gestion is to have seven commissioners,
whose aggregate salary would pe $55,-
000 a vear. In the second place, tase
men are to hold oftfice for life, or during
good behavior. In the third place, each
commission is to have a private secre-
tary, and the total annual expense for
salaries would be £10,000. T'hhen there
are to be a foree of clerks and an ex-
pense fund. The tariff commission
could, and probably would, spend $200,-
000 a year of the people’s money and
not half try. In the fourth place, it is
strictly a partisan proposition, and a
scheme to fasten the protective tariff
policy on this government forever.

All information given to this commis-
sion is to be “strictly confidential,” and
thus a star chamber is proposed for the
settlement of tariff questions. It is dif-
ficult to believe that such a propesition
can be seriously made, but the greed
of Republican politicians is only equal-
ed by their stupidity, and a bill provid-
ing for a tariff commission will doubt-
less be presented at the next session of
Congress. No such bill ought to pass.
Indeed, no such bill ean pass. The grab
is too evident, the sinister purpose too
patent. The tariff commission will
never come into existence.—Chicago
Dispatch.

Foraker and Bushmnell Mast Fight

IForaker, Bushnell and Kurtz are tue
leaders of the disaffected Republicans.
The annibilation of Hanna means their
resnmption of control over the pariy
machinery in Ohio. It means the re-
moval of McKinley as a quantity fromn
the Presidential equation three vears
hence. If Hanna returns to the Sen-
afte either with their acquiescence or
against their opposition, politieal obiiv-
ion will be the portion of these throe,
There is nothing left for them but to
fight, and fight to the death.—IKansas
City Times.

Cost M. A. Hanna $135,000.

Senator M. A. Hanna eontribuced
£15,000 to the Ohio State Commiittee ts
aid his re-election., according to the
itemized statement filed with the Soe-
retary of State by Treasurer W. F
Burdell, as required by the Garficld
corrupt practices act. The statement
shows besides that the committee hor-
rowed $20.000 and collected from other
sousces $20,914.40, showing total re-
ceipts of $55.914.40, of which $54,879.51
wias expended. Of this sum $13,%.2
went to county chairmen.

Partisan Position as to Trusts,
The Democrats are pledzed by therr
mational platform of last year to hring
the trusts under control. The Repubii-
can iational couvention, under
domination of Mark Hanna,

the

iznored

{ the subject, but the Republican leaders
| in Congress know well that the masses

of their party share the feelings of the
Demoerats on this subject, and that
they would never forgive the defeat of
anti-trust legislation. These
are in a distressing position.—N
York Journal.

leadsars

Chief Glory of the Republic.

Jefferson especially warned the peo-
ple against all the encroachments of
governnent on the domais of tve indi-
vidual. The history of the past century
has been the greatest chapter in civili-
zation, becanse the individual has Tor
the first time had full Iiberty and a ¢on-
tinent on which to expend himself.
American history is glorious, not Dhe-
cause of government, but because of
the individual citizen.—Louisville Post,

Fooling the 01ld Soldier,

The Ohio law, which requires that
honorably discharged soldiers shall he
given offices, has been declared uncon-
stitutional by the Supreme Court of
the State.- It was mighty casy for the
Republican Legislature to pass an a<t
to catch a vote and frame it after s
fashion to compel the courts to hold it
invalid.—Louisville Times.

DEFENSE OF THE RED-HEAD.

Artist Tells Why He Fancies That
Color Above Others.

We went to our favorite bench I»
the park, sitting so we could view the
lake. I watched my artist frlend whd
had asked me to take a quiet strof
with him.

I tried to open conversation by re
marking:

“Come, now, let us play ‘truth upor
Lhonor' for one-half hour,”

“YVery well; what shall the topic be?”

“Oh, anything from the Humphrey
bills to the question, Why has red hak
always been looked upon in all ages
with aversion?”

“Red hair!” exclaimed he. *“There’
no such thing. Don’t let anyone con
vince you that there is such a thing as
real red hair. What people call red
Lalr is a mixture of two or three shades
of yellow and brown. Call it aubure
or Titlan."

I saw that my frlend was getting @
far-away look and would soon become
reminiscent. He continued:

“I never knew a red-halred girl to be
stupld. She 1is always Interesting,
quick of aetion, quick of speech, quick
to resent, quick to forgive, and above
all, sympathetic. She makes many
bright speeches, and sometimes with
the greatest naivette. For instance, 1
knew a charming young lady, a golden-
haired belle, who boasts a family crest
over 300 years old, whose wit is equal-
ed only by her love of fun., She is
somewhat religiously inclined, To a
yoeung gentleman who earnestly en-
treated her to waltz the other evening,
she returned with the startling nega-
tive: ‘I'll be damned if I do.” Of course,
she meant it as a statement, not as an
asseveration.

“Red hair brings with it great senst
bility. When the owner has blue eyes
and brown brows and lashes she is of a
sentimental turn of mind and always
musical. Brown eyes and dark lashes
are noted for thelr beauty, and often de-
velop great dramatic talent. Red hair
always goes with strong emotions, and
the red-haired girl laughs and cries at
the theater, while her dark-haired sis-
ter loses half of life by being more dig-
nifled and less appreciative. Yes,”
slghed my friend, meditatively. “She
is a lovable darling when she likes you,
but sharper than a two-edged sword
when she doesn’t.”

I looked at my artist friend In utter
astonishment and wondered why my
innocent remark had called for so much
enthusiasm. However, I was rather
pleased than otherwise, as my own hair
barely escaped the suspicious color.

“I see there Is no room for argument
here,” I ventured to remark.

“Well, no,”” he laughingly replied,
“but I'll tell you something for your
own consolation. When I was abroad
last year I came across a red-haired
club in Vienna and to prevent fraudu-
lent admissions every candidate was
obliged tec wash his hair in hot water
before the committee.”

“Your apology is accepted,”
marked.

“0Oh,” said my artist friend, “I am
just freeing my mind.”

I re-

Oxford Bibie Paper.

The paper making of Oxford Bibles
fs a specially important and interesting
part of the work, says Chambers’ Jour-
nal. At Wolvercote, a mile or two out
of Oxford, the university has a large
mill for the supply of its own require-
ments. A good deal of the paper they
turn out here is made of old ships’ sails,
the material of which, after battling
with storms in all quarters of the
world, come here for the purpose of be-
ing made into paper, printed in almost
every language under heaven and
bound up in volumes, to be again scat-
tered far and wide into all the utter-
most ends of the earth.

This Wolvercote paper has much to
do with the great reputation that Ox-
ford has aequired in the produetion of
Bibles and other devotional books.
Twenty years ago and more the man-
agement here hit on a valuable inven-
'tion in paper making and ever since
thelr “India paper” has been the envy
land puzzle of manufacturers all over
ithe kingdom. There are sald to be only
three persons living who know the se-
cret of its make, and, though the proc-
ess has never ben legally pretected
'and all the world is free to imitate the
extremely thin but thoroughly opaque
‘and wonderfully strong and durable
paper of the best Oxford Bibles, if they
only know how, all the world his hith-
erto quite failed to do so.

It is thin as tissue, but perfeetly
opaque and so strong that a strip of it
three inches wide has proved to be
capable of sustaining a quarter of &
hundredweight,
editions are now printed on this paper.
This special advantage has very largely
helped Oxford to retain the leading po-
sition whiech it originally gained by be-
ing nearly the first, if not quite the first,
printer of books in the kingdom, and by
the prestige of its name.

A Cretan Custom,

In €rete a number of individnals of-
ten chioose a young girl, who must be
pretty—no diflicult matter in Crete
They inform her parents of their in.
tention, and the noedful consent is nev-
er withheld. Then a priest is sent for
and told to begin the ecremony. Hao
takes a very long girdle and joins all
the men with it in a eirele, in the center
of which the young girl is placed. Then
the eclergyman reeites a number of
prayers and winds up by giving his
benedietion to ail present. The mo-
ment he pronounces the last amen the
circle and its center stand in the reln-
tion of brothers and sister to each oti-
ar to all religious and social intents and
purposes. Each and every one of the
males is bourd in honor to proicet ihat
girl throughout her life, but gone of
them can take her for his wife. She is

Land remains their sister to the end of
ier days.

Over 160 works and |

Gold as a Measure of Value.
Advocates of gold monometallism
dare not lay before the peonle the real
reason why they are so anxious to es-
tablish their theory of finance. If they
should frankly say that they want gold
to be made the sole measure of valae
because gold is constantly appreciat-
ing, they would put the people on their
guard and defeat the end for which
they labor.

As a matter of policy gold monomcet-
allists deny that gold has grown more
valuable during the last twenty-five
years and has thus decrease:d the value
of all property measured by that met:
as a purchasing medium.

Any one who will take the pains to
consult Bradstreet's index numbers of
prices will become convinced thai
prices have fallen since 1872 at least
45 per cent. This index is based on
the prices of 108 articles, and is a mat-
tcr of statistics prepared with no po-
litical bias.
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Taking the last six years up to Nov.
1, 1897, the fall has been 15 peints, and
the record stands as follows:

In 15872 the index number stood at
127, according to the Senate repori;
therefore, simple comparison with the
index number for 1807 shows a drop
in average prices of about 15 per ceut
There can be but one reasonable con-
clusion, and that is the purchasing me-
dium nas mereased just that per cent.
in value,

How would the merchant like a yard
stick that gradually grew in length
each year until in twenty-five years he
had to sell six feet of cloth for a yard?
How would a farmer like a bushel
measure that doubled in eapacity in
guarter of a century, requiring him to
sell two bushels for one? 1xet this is
exactly what the gold standard has
done, not only for the merchant and
the farmer, but for the owners of aH
property in this country, and that is
the kind of monetary “reform” the Ro-
publicans want to fasten in perpetuily
on the people.
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Remember 1587,

American bimetallists have given
prominence to the date 1873, much to
the derisive amusement of the subsl-
dized press. Now it appears that En-
glish bimetallists are making the fig-
ures 1873 quite as prominent as thelr
American co-workers, The famous
golidl and silver commission of Great
Britain, composed of a membership
made up of the most able advocates of
bimetallism and monometallism in En-
gland, unanimously agreed to the fol«
lowing propositions:

That the maintenance of the ratio bee-
tween the metals, which was practical-
ly stable for many years prior to 1873,
was due to the operation of the bimmet-
allic system. That the great divergence
in the relative value of the metals
which has oceurred since that date
must be traced to legislation and the
closinz of the mints. That the main-
tenance of a ratio, which experience
has shown to be possible In the past,
would, nnder the necessary conditions,
be practicable in the future.

Remember, these propositions ware
acceded to by Lord Farrer, the most
pronounced advocate of gold mono-
metallism in England, and his con-
freres, Sir Charles Fremantle and Sir
John Lubeock. With these faets in
view, is it not folly for the snbsidized
gold press of the United States to dis-
pute these propositions? And is it not
evident that American Dbimetallists
have the hizhest authority and the best
of reasons for keeping before the peo-
ple that very significant date, 18737

A Crime to Be Avenged,

SQilver is worth as much silver as it
sver was worth., Gold is worth as
muech gold as it ever was worth. Sil-
ver, when law made it legal tender
money, was worth [ts weight in gold
at a ratio also made by law. Before
criminal jezislation robbed silver of its
lezal tender quality (in 1873 in our
couniry) it woulkl buy just as much of
wool
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olderst bank note

in existence is
» Pritisir museum. It was printed
in China in tbhe year 1388 thirty-two
yeqars befeore Johann Gutenberg, the
repriied invenlor of printing, was born.
It issued SO0 before bank
noies were eirenlated in Europe.

Feuars

recent test of floor material, the
durable tarned out to be a tile
meade of rubber. An English earthen
tlie eomes next. Vermeat marble,
fagstene. granolith, marble mosaic,
yellow pine, oak, Orezon pigs and tealg
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[ eame in the order nansed,




