TWO BIC ARMIES

NOW LOCKED IN A DEATH STF%UG-!

GLE FOR SUPREMACY. |
|

THE SECOND DAY'S CONFLICT

Nearly Half a Million Men Engagsd
in a Battle That May Mean a C. ush-
ing Defeat for One S&ide or the |
Other. |

8T. PETERSBURG. —With the |
knowledge that the Russian and Jap-i
anese armies about Liao Yang are |
locked in a death struggle the tension
in 8t. Petersburg is strained to the
utmost. It is believed here that the
fight cannot stop short of the crush-
ing defeat of one side or the other.

All reports so far are favorable to
thn Russians, though the suspension
of all news for many hours has been
exceedingly trying and has given rise
to several rumors, somewhat temper-
ing, the earlier enthusiasm, It is
stated officially, however, that the re:
porlt that the railway and telegraph
have been cut north of lLiao Yang is
untrue,

A member of the general staff said
to the Agsociated Press at midnight:
“I ean assure you that up to this hour
communication with Liao Yang has
not bheen interrupted. General Kuro-
patkin has taken partienlar precau-
tions against any attempt to cut the
rallway. While it is alwavs possihle
that & small raiding party might slip
throngh the Russian patrols or that
hired Chinese bandite might cut the
wire, it i& a fair supposition that this
has not been done.”

The highest military authorities
here consider that the most eritical
stage of the hattle has not pet been
reached, and they believe the fight
may continue for some time before
nither side acknowledges defeat. This
ia an important consideration by the
light of which to interpret any im-
mediate news, It is thought here that
fn view of the numbers engaged. the
desperateness of the assaultg and the
length of the line (about seven milesg),
the losses in the two days' fighting
eannot fall short of 10,000 on each
slde. Both sides are straining every
nerve, realizing that the fortunes of
war for a whole vear are in the scale,
and neither side is in the mood or the
position to spare men in the effort to
achieve a final victory.

The baitle of Liao Yaug will prob-
ably rank as one of the great sanguin-
ary battles of history. It is estimated
by the general staff that the Japan-

esn armies engaged number seven-
teen divisionz of 15000 men each,
or allowing for inefficients, about

240,000 men. Each division has thirty-
gfix guns, and there are two independ-
ent artillery brigades of 100 guns
each, making a total of about 800 guns*

The estimates of Russlan corre:
spondenis range at from 600 to 1,000
gung per side.

In the preliminary fighting on Mon-
day the Russians captured 200 pris-
oners, who have already arrived at
Harbin, and repori persists that they
capiured over forty Japanese guns ves’
terday.

General Kuropatkin's effective
forces are varlously estimated at from
170,000 to 200,000 men.

The Japancse Weodnesday morning
attacked three sides of the Russian po-
sition. One of the Associated Pre
corregpondents also mentions a Jap-
_ anese movement to the northeast of
Llao Yang, showing that the Japan-
ese were undoubtedly tryving to work
around Kuropatkin's rear.

One of the surprising phases of the
gituation is the endurance of the men.
They have been engaged desperately
for two days, after more or less se-
vere fighting under unfavorable condi-
tions every day since August 24. It
would seem that human endurance
could not persist much longer without
respite of some sort

:suonded.

A CLOSE CONGRESS.
Chairman Babcock Discusses the Po-
litical Outlook.
WABHINGTON—Chalrman Jcmeph’
W. Babcock of the republican congres-
sional committee expressed the I:mm-i
fon that the present i{s the closest |
congressional campaign he has ex- |
periencen since 1898, l
‘What are the coundltions which
make the campaign closer this year

than it has been since 18987 Mr.
Babcock was asked.
“They differ ia iocalities,” he re-

“In some the conditions re-
sult from the character of the na-
tional campaign. In olhers the con-
ditlons are almost entirely local.
Then, in some cases, (he difficnlty is
aover the kind of men for congress.
“In Nebraska, where there are six
members of the house to fight for,
the democrats have abandoned the
national campaign. They have fused
with the popullstis on the legislative
tickets, but not on presidential elee-
tors. We redeemed four of those
districts (wo years ago, but they have
been going one way or the other by
very narrow margine—not by 200 or
300 or 400, but in some instances by
iwelve or filteen or twenty voles,
Now, the congreszional commitiee |
has to go in there without ithe usual

support from the national commit-
tep."

“Thers is not much interest in cam-
paign literature,” continued Mr. Bab-
cock. “We are sending oui speeches
on Lhe tariff and some matter relat-
ing to the Panama canal; also a few |
democratic  speeches, like (hat of
Bourke Cochran, on the tariff. nnl‘
we have not had a real campaign of |
education since 1888. 1 have never
sent out as many documentis in any
one vear as then, |

“We expect to have a good deal of
speaking. There are about a dozen
of the leading republican members of |
the house on whom we are relying.
Chief among them, of course , is
Speaker Cannon, who is a splendid
vole getter on the sinmp. He is going
to start out soon by spacial train and |
will be accompanied on a part of hisj
trip by Representative Walson of In-
diana and on the rest of his trip hy

|

Representative Adam Bede of .\Iinnl}-:I
sola." I
s |
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The Two Great Armies Now in Deadly
Confili-=t.

LONDON.—A dispateh  from Liao
Yang to a news agency savs:

“The Japanese artillery fire only
ceased at 8 o'cloek this evening., The
casurlties have not been osesviaived.

“The Third Russian corps repulsed
a hot Japanese assaull, the Japanese |
being huried back by baronet charges,
first by the Twenty-third., and then
by the Twerty-fourth regiment, which
repulsed the enemy no less than six |
times,

“Two Japanese companies which |
succeeded In ocoupying a Russian po-
sition were mistaken for Russians and |
annihilated by Japanese artillery fire, |

“At 4 o'clock in the afternoon the |
Japanese concentrated thelr fire on a |
Russian southern detachment and algo |
tried to outflank the detachment from
the right under the protection of the
hatteries.

“"One company after another was no-
ticed running swiftly to the westward
in an attempt (o outfank the posi-
tions, but a Russian regiment and a
battery were ordered to advance and
succeeded in foreing the enemy to
retreat in disordedr, evacoating posi- |
tions they previously had gained.

“There has been an immense ex-
penditure of ammunition throughont |
the day, especially on the southern |

front against the Russian Third corps. |

* “It is believed that the Russian
losses so far have not been very heavy,
except to the regiments which sus-
tained bayonet charges. All the men
serving one Rusasian gun except ope
were killed by shrapnel

I result of a stroke of paralyvsis.
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THE NEWS IN NEBRASKA.

The peach crop about Humbaoldt is
belng harvested and is very fine.

A party of twenty Fremonters left
Fremont to attend the conclave of
Knlghts Templar at San Francisco.

Ervin Corey, the youngest son of

A. Corey, a prominent farmer living

north of Sutton, dropped dead while

playing in the yard,

Announcement was made be the
populist state central commiltee that
Presidential Candidate Watson had
been secured to make four speeches In
the state during the campaign.

Miss Annetta Sprung, who taught
German in the high school at Platts:
mouth last year, has resigned to ac-
cept a similar posgition in the schools
of Lincoln. No one has yet been se-
lected to fill the vacancy.

Reuben Newton and Bill Bepnett
broke jail at Buite, undoubtedly as-
gisted, a= the window bars were hrok-
en from the outside and the locks on
the steel cages where the men were
confined were taken off and are misg-
ing. Conslderable damage was done
to the jall

John Wiggins, for thirty years a
resident of Columbus, is Iving at his
home in a eritical condition as the
His
physicians say that he has practically
no chanee to recover. Mr. Wiggins
is 53 vears old, and for many years
the live stoek busi-
pess at Columbus,

The farmers organized a branch of
the Farmers' exchange at Hee, Seward
week, with 100 subzerib-
The president is O. E. Bedford;
secretary, F. I8, Bek; trustees, J. E.
Moravie, 0. E. Bedford and 15, .
Batetielder. This is the fifth branch
of the company to be organized In
Nebraska, Other branchesg are in
Richardson and Otoe counties.

Two boys named Smith and Ridg-
whose homes are near Cortland,
Jeft home about a week ago, taking a
team belonging to a relative of one
them. They told their parents
that they were going to the Blue river
on a fishing trip and nothing has been
heard of them since their disappear-
ance, Sheriff Trude has Dbeen re-

| quested to join In the search for them.

The dedication of the new M. E.
church at Dorchester took place last
Sunday. Rev. G. W. Ablbott of Ge-
neva, Nelh., preached the dediecatory
sermon. At the close of the sermon

| the pastor, Rev. T, A, Hull, stated the

cost of the building to be $6,000, To
this the audience responded cheer-
fully, and in just eight minutes over
$400 was raised, and everybody joined

; in singing the doxology.

John L. Pope, the engineer at the
Harriz brick yard just south of Fre-
mont, was canght in the fiy wheel of
his engine and so badly injured that
he died in a few minutes. A boy by
the name of Stout, who was in the
éngine room at the time, savs that
Pope turned on the steam a little and
then took hold of the spokes or rim
of the iy wheel to start . it. He slip-
ped and his lelt arm went under the
belt, drawing his body up against the
wheel and breaking his neck.

There are 463 eases (o B0 0on
supreme court docket for the Septem-
ber term. ‘This is twenty-three more
than the number of cases on
docket Tor the September term
year, and proves conclusively that the

litigation In the supreme court, in-
stead of falling off, is inereasing at
a famous rate. With this great in-

| erease in the number of cases which
| must be disposed of, there is a pros-

pect of another glut such as that
which existed three years ago when
it took the average litigant from two
to three years to have his case deter:
mined in the supreme court.

the |

the |
last |

ARGUE FOR ASSESSMENT RAISE.
Attorney General Attempts to Defeat
the Church Howe Injunction.
AUBURN - The case wherein Hon.
Church Howe obtained a temporary
Injunction restraining the county clerk
from extending on the tax rolls the
& per cent increase made by the Statle
Board of Equalization came on for
hearing on the motion filed by the
attorney general and county attorney
to dissolve the temporary order be
fore Judge W. H, Kelligar of the dis-
trict court. Attorney General Prout
and his deputy, Norris Brown, togeth.
er with County Attorney Quacken-
bush, argued the case in support ol
the motion, and Edgar Ferncan and
H. A, Lambert represented the plain
tiff. The first contention of the altor
neys for the defense was that the
court had no jurisdietion of the case:
that the board acted judicially, and
its action was final and could not he
reviewed by a court of equity. This
contention was overrnled by the courts
which announced that in a proper
case a court of equity would grant
relief. The ecase was then argued on
the auestion the potition
gtated a cause for action, and wheth:
er there was any equity in the bil,
and on this nhase the conrt took the
case under advisement, and will ren
der an early deciston. ’
One of the contentions of the plain.
tiff is that the authorities cannot tax
A4 man on & valuation of his properiy
for mora than the true value thoreof,
and that anv law that permits it, or
any attempt to do =o is illegal and

in violation of the constitution,

The motion to dissolve is in the na-
ture of a demurrer, and the attorney
general announced  his  intention to
stand on his motion, should it be over.
riuled and take the case (o tho su-
preme court, where he hopes to gel a
specdy hearing.

whether

Alleged Forger Arrested.

YORK, Neb.—On Augnst 23 a man
stopped at the Miller hotel and reg-
Istered as K. H. Seaman and wife, He
remained one day and when he called
for his bill presented a check upon a
leading Inmber firm of Davenport, la..
and payvable at the Citizens’ National
bank of that eity. The draft was
protested and the bank notified here
that it was a forgery. Mr. Miller at
once began the search for the man
who sizned his name E. H. Seaman
He was traced from here to Hastings,
Sutton and Falrmont, where he took
the train for Fairbury. The sherift
of Jefferson county was notified and
on his arrival at that place he was
arrested and placed in Jail

Flaoman Has a Close Call.

KEARNEY.—George Smith, a Union
Pacific flagman at the Central ave
nne crossing, met with a painful ac
cident, and at the same time had an
exceedingly narrow escape from be
ing crushed beneath th wheels of a
locomotive. He attempted lo step
upon the pilot of an approaching lo
comotive and missed his footing. His
foot. was caught beneath the pilet,
and while he held on he was dragged
for some distance, his  foot being
turned and the side and top of it
ground into the gravel heneath the
pilot.

Wrerk Spills Wheat.,

GRAFTON —As a freight
from the was slowing up fer
this station a car of stone destined
here for street erossings, hroke down,
Four cars lollowing were demolished
and the contents, wheat and corn,
scattered about. The front trucks
were torn from another car of wheat
which rcmained on the track. Pas
senger train No. 12, coming iust af-
ter.the wreck, backed to Suttou and
went around by way of Lushton

train
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