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to close.

stock of goods

W. B. Mills.

McCook, Neb.
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Slesaping, dining and reclining chair cars
{saats fron) on through trains, Tickets sold
and baggaee checked to any point in the United
States or Canada,

For information, time tables, maps and tick-
ets, eall on or write D, F. Hostatter, Agent,
McCook, Nebrasks, or L. W, Wakelay, General
Passenzer Agent, Omaha. Nebraska.

RAILROAD NEWS ITEMS.

Charles Nelms is night caller for the
company now in the epgine serviee,

Dispatcher John Dugan of Wymore
has resigned aod goes to the Southern
Pacifio at Frisco.

Conductor Ira Converse and family !

are spending the holidays at Hendley
with his home foika.

Engineer M. R. Gates is up from Re-
publican City today. He has been ail-
ing for a few weeks, but is better.

Albert Berry arrived at home, Satur-
day night, to visit the parents and fami-
ly and friends over Christmas hoidays

Machinist George Enoch returned
home, last week, from a wvisit to the
folks in Appleton, Wis,, reporting severe
winter weather as prevailing there alsc,

All the coal yards of the city will be
closed, pext Saturday, on account of
Christmas, and those in need of coal
befora Monday morning should govern
themselves accordingly.

This office is under due otligation to
the Burlington passeager department
for a copy of their new edition wall
map, known as the **Map of the West.”
As to dimensioas it is 60x40 inches and
in its scope covers the entire country
west of Chicago and from Canada al-
most to the Gulf of Mexico.

The old dispatchers’ office at the head-
guarter’s building has been thrown into
the telegraph room, giving that depart-
ment much larzer ana needed accommo-
dations in which to instal the increased
equipment. This office is now one of
the most important in the state, and is
doing an iocreasingly large volume of
business,

—_ ————
0. R. T. Meeting Sunday.

An important O. R. T. meeting was
keld in the Car Distributor’s office, Sun
day last, the meeting being well attend-
ed by the local telegraphers and by the
boys from different points on the Me-
Cook division.

C. L. Lamb, general chairman of the
0. R. T., delivered an earnest address to
operators.

In addition to the local operators there
were presert from out-of-town: C. M,
Osborne, local chairman of the order at
Wray, Colo., T. P. Haines of Arapahoe,
L. H. Flint of Arapahoe, J. O. Premer
of Holbrook, J. T. Bauer of Woodruff,
Kansas, W. C. Hansen of Benkelman,
W. J. Mallery of Fort Morgan, Colo.,
H. U. Byers of Wray, Colo., E. P. Swee-
ney of Lyons, Colo.,J. A. Nieman of Ft,
Morgan, Colo., A. B. Sprall of Burns
Junction, Colorado.

A noteworthy incident of the mesting ]

was the presentation to Chief Dispatcher
W. I, Pate of a handsome and valuable
“ Howard * watch and gold-headed um-
brella, by the operators, dispatchers and
members-of his own office force. C. M.
Osborne of Wray cleverly made the pre-
sentation speech.

N wishing all our friends and

patrons a Merry Chiistmas

During the cominge

s

I

. prectily tied bows.

T

and a Happy New Year, we
wish to thank you lor your liberal

patronage durning the year about

vear shall

try harder than ever to keep a

uitable to yorr

needs of the best lines manulac-
tured and give you such service
and accommodations as will mer-

It your continued favors.

McCook Hardware Co.

R. B. Simimnons.

Grandmother will appreciate a sew-
ing basket of the straw variety, which
will save her the trouble of hunting
about in the depths of a bag for her

sewing materials, This convenient
muodel is carried out with a straw bas-
ket somewhat on the order of a mat-
ting tray, which is to be purchased in
the shops for fitting with utensils. The
basket has an openwork rim of straw,
through which ribbon an inch and a
haif is threaded. On the inside at in-
tervals the ribbon is passed through
spools of silk and then threiaded inand
out of the straw beading until the next
position is reached. About six sponls

of silk or cotton are supplied. and a |

paper of needles is attached in
same fashion. The ribbon threading
ends at the sides of the basket in
The bottom of the
basket is fitted with a sachet pad of
sillz, and in the center is a tomato-like
pincushion of the same silk. To the

THE NEWIST SEWING BASEET.

inside rim is attached with baby rib-
bon an emery, und a small pair of
scissors have their handles decorated
with a rosette of baby ribbon, and on
the underside is a white dress hook
which is secured to a loop of silk made
in the ribbon. The scissors when
needed are merely unhooked and re-
piaced at will.

When Grandma Goes Visiting.

Grandmother will appreciate a sew-
ing bag as a Christmas gift perhaps
more than anything else you can give
her. This bag is especially suited for
a sewing bag, as it is easily folded and
can be carried in a small band bag
when she goes visiting. One yard and
a quarter each of plain pink taffeta and
Dresden silks are required. Both silks
are cut on the bias apnd divided into
three pieces, then sewed together alter-
nately, thus—first pink, then Dresden,
then pink, and so on. The foundation
of the bag is a circle of soft cardboard
five inches in circumference. This is
covered neatly with pink taffeta silk
on both sides, for which a quarter yard
of pink tafTeta silk is required. After
base is covered gather silk and sew
on to base. This forms the bottom of
bag. To make top, turn in silk about
two inches from the top and stiteh
down neatly, then make another row
of stitching one-half inch above this
row. This forms a place through
which the running string is ran. One
yard of narrow soft taffeta ribbon is
used for a runuing string.

Killing Time.
She—1 heard
room this morning.
He—Oh, 1 sing a little to kill time.
She—You have a good weapon.—Bos
ton Transcript.

The Flowing Fountain.
A splendid poem flows from wis-
Dom’s fountain now and then,
But most of those In print, like this,
Flow from a fountalin pen.
—Kansas City Times.

Pzinful Progress.
“You don’t seem to be getting along
well,” groaned the victim In the chair.
“No,"” rejoined the dentist. *“I have
evidently struck s snag.”—Browning's
Magazine.

you singing in your
| more than two vears.

the |
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Rich Territory in Wyoming Made
Availzbie for Farming.

oy

U S SPERIS $3,750,000

While the Burlington Recad has Al
ready Epent Half of a $10,000,000
Appropriation for a Road Through
a Valley Notable for Fertility and
Beauty.

Did it ever occur to you that money
spent largely for mercenary reasons
frequently resulls in greater good in
the uplifting of mankind than the
same amount of mopey expended for
purely charitable purposes? asks O, L.
Dickeson in the National Irrigation
Journal. Here are two great powers,

| the government and a huge railroad

system contributing for one great pur-
pose. The government’s investment of
nearly $7,000,000 is made ten years in
advance of the time they expect the
principal to be returned, and without
the consideration of interest on the
investment; one-half of the railroad's
investment of $£10.000,000 has been
spent several years in advance with-
out any return, even of interest, and
the other half—3%5,000,000—will soon
have been spent with advance knowl-
edge that no returns from the invest-
ment will acerue for years to come.
Yet the people in whose behalf the
two investments are made may take ad-
vantage of the condition thus created
and immediately realize independence
and profitable returns as a result of
the vast sums expended by these two
great powers.

Out in Wyoming, along the line of
railroad running south from Toluca,
Mont., skirted on the west by the Ab-
soraka range of the Rockies, on the
east by the Big .Horn mountains and
thick with arteries of rapid rivers,
notably the Shoshone, Grey Bull and
Big Horn, lie 1,413,000 acres of as
fertile soil as there is to be found in
the United States to-day. This won-
derful valley, called the Big Horn
basin, located near the main north-
west line of the Burlington railroad,
and traversed by a branch line of the
same system, has, up to a few short
years ago been practically unknown to
the outside world save for the easual
tourist making a sidé trip to Cody, the
home of “Buffalo Bill,” or to the town
the ‘Thorulnpulis. seeking the highly
curative waters of the Big Horn hot
springs.

A New Awakening.

The Big Horn basin, however, has
taken a new lease of life and bids fair
to become one of the most productive
sections of the United Statcs within a
remarkably short period. This sudden
enterprise in the basin country is
awakening to the fact that this vast
area of supposedly arid land can be
successfully and profitably farmed by
means of irrigation. Several years
ago, with the buffalo hunter, the
Indian and the cowboy as the chief in-
habitants, the Burlington road’s con-
fidence in the future of the country
caused the building of a branch line

' into the basin, which has invested in

! of high quality

round numbers over $5,000,000, which
has not, because of the sparsely settled
communities, paid interest on the in-
vestment. The farmer living there has
always been able to find a loecal mar-
ket for all of his products at profitable
prices.

Now, however, comes a new era of
development, which bids fair,in a few
yvears, to mark progress in farming,
mining and commercial enterprise,
surpassing the most sanguine hopes of
the early settlers. Coal in abundance
underlies the whole
region; copper, sulphur, oil and nat-
ural gas have been found, and the
industry incident to the discovery of
these minerals is fast taking omn a
high state of development. The govern-
ment has, by an act of congress, ap-
propriated $£50,000,000 in the United
States for irrigation, $6.750,000 of
which, or 13.5 per cent. of the total
appropriation, has been allotted to one
enterprize up the Shoshone river for
supplyving water to 150,000 acres, at
one time thought to be arid land in a
valley forming part of the basin coun-
try.

Nine miles west of Cody at the end
of the government wagon road, in the
narrows of the Shoshone river, whose
waters have, vear after year, flowed
swiftly vet idly by land worth mil-
lions of dollars, there is now nearing
completion the highest dam in the
world. Yes, 48 feet higher than the
Flatiron building in New York city.
Lying 85 feet below the rviver surface
the dam runs to a height of 328 feet.
It is 108 feet in thickness at the base
with a maximum width of 205 feet,

| and made of solid concreie, 80,000 bar-

rels of cement and %0.000 tons of gran-

| ite having been used in its construe-

tion. The work has been under way
Mzaking 2 Monster Lake.

The temporary intake tunnel divert-
ing the flow of the river so that the
dam could be built, will be closed, and
the flood waters of the Shoshone will
then be backed up one branch of the
river 53 miles and another branch
about seven miles, to be dealt cut at
will into the farmer's irrigating
ditches by means of a tunnel. bored

15 miles through the mountzin. The
impertance of the project can scarce-
ly be appreciated without a trip to the
dam across the country it is to irri-
gate. When completed it will store
456,000 acre-feet of water or enongh wa-

el 1O Cover 4ah.000 AUreE O aud ane
foot deep. The ar ifcial lake it wili
form will be ten mmlles square, with
an average depth of 70 feet. lmagine
if you please, storing enough wate !.\:
means of a dam to more than enver
the state of Rhode Island one ioot
deep and you have it Uncle Sam's

faith in the bagin country s such that
he has put up 36,750,000 in advance,
and proclaimed to the settlers throuch
the medium of the reclamation aet 13

take this land, and he will allow them

len -‘“‘;'r':‘ i" “-h*"h to pav fnr 'it gt“h

perpetual water rights without inter-

est.  The awount required for pay-
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ment of the land is £5.60 per acre the
|

first yesr of sottlement. While the
gsovernment has done much, private | |
enterprise is not found wanting, The

rovernment has eo carefully . safe-
FI-’ZJ!‘!]"I! the settlers’ water rm.!”g thiat
investment in private lands may be
made with the assurance of safe :\ of
supply, and the price and t:-rms:. on
which the land may be secured are
not dissimilar throvghout the whole

region. Already private capital has

manifested iteelf in similar irrigating |

as well as dry-farming Frojects, and
all through the section towns have
sprung up as il by magic, with homes
of bungalow architecture, churches
and schools everywhere dotting the
country, proclaiming in  silent but un-
mistakable terins the enterprise of the
inhabitants. '

THE RAILWAY WAGE QUESTION

S P S e A i L

VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE BUR.

LINGTON DISCUSSES SUBJECT.

In the End the Public Must Pay—
Must Be Settied by Managers
and Employes.

“If the increase asked by the en-
ginemen and trainmen on all railroads
west as well as east of Chicago
granted the people will pay for it.”

The foregoing statement is said to
have been made by Daniel Willard,
second vice-president of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy railroad in an
interview with a representative o° a
Quiney newspapers recently.

Mr. Willard was asked regarding the
present and future outlook of the rail-
road sitnation. His reply was that

1S

business was increasing right along,
and the future seemed good. After

expressing himself concerning the re-
vival in business, Mr. Willard added
that this question of an increase in
wages of the enginemen and trainmen
on the railronds must be met soon, as
it has been announced that conferences
will be held in the near future to con-
sider the general request that has been
made by enginemen's and trainmen’s
organizations west, as well 2s east, of
Chicago. These men say that what
they are required to buy costs more.
and for that reason they must have
more for their work. Of course there
has got to be a limit to such demands
from railroads, as well as from other
corporations, for railroads are required
to pay more for what they buy than
they have been doing.
Present Railway Expenditures
usually High.
Continuing, Mr. Willard stated that
“in 1507 when the country reached a
high mark in business prosperity the
railroad employes were granted an in-
crease that seemed to be the limit even
for those prosperous days Then came
the 18 months of depression when the
railroads were hit about as hard as
any line of business, but in spite of
this depression wages were not re-
duced, and nrow when the railroads
seem to be recoverinz a little of their
lost ground, they are requested to ad-
vance the compensation of a large
number of their employes above even
the scale of prosperous days of 1907.
This last request comes at a time
when the earnings are not nearly suf-
ficient to take care of the large sums
needed for improvements and better-
ments and to buy material we must
pay more than we have done for some
time. Our road recently purchased
50 new engines, which cost 3%

Un-

32 04
apiece more than former purchases.”

An element which causes the
railroad management to exercise more
care is the legislation which has been
enacted, which necessitates the rail-
roads spending more money in the
operation of trains and the conduct of
general railroading. These things must
all be figured into the final cost and
with any big increase must come
higher rates of freight and this means
the people pay for such increases.

MEDIATION ON EASTERN ROAD

Illinois Central Telegraphers and the
Road to Seitle Differences
Amicably.

Mediation has been called for hy
the joint action of the officers of the
Ilinois Central railroad and the Or-
der of Railroad Telegraphers. By the
time this is printed Chairman Kn=np
of the interstate commerce comn: is-
sion and Comwmissioner of Labor X i1l
will be in Ckicago to listen to :iha
argumentis of both sides. The e oz-
raphers asked for an increcs in
wages and the right to make s i-
uvles for telephone operators who re
said to be rapidly taking the plices
of telegraphers.

This is one step toward the u!t-
mate suhmisz:ion of wage dispute to
mediation a&s prescribed by the ij-
man Act. It is not a small step. e
Order of Rai rond Telegraphers ':as
for example 57099 members. Ti.y
are npaturally cause of their occa-
pation, men ( inding and of i Tu-
ence and th f rtion will in all n oh-
ability insure ike methods of npo -a-
ful settlermer of laber troulls ‘0
nearly 350.0¢ «n in allied ca i.es.

The heari ‘ore Commijscinr g
Knapp and il be watched + ;h
great interc 2!l who are int=rect.
ed ir th le settlement of !a-

bor difficulti
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Come and see us for

hristmas
ifts

Practical, Handsome,
Useful, Lasting and
Economical.

Ladies’

uits, Cecats and
Furs

Sweater Coats

for
Ladies, Men and Boys

Mufflers

for
Everybody

The list of suitable items we carry is
too long to enumerate. Visit our
store and select your gifts.

Complete Line of Clothing and Furnishings

C. L.

DeGROFF
& CO.




