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Curve Balls
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The "Spit Ball,” the "Rise Ball,”
the “Fade Away Ball" and Other
Marvels of the National Game.
Why & New Curve Is a Bonanza.

By FREDERICK R, TOOMDBS.
ASEBALL piteh-
ers find the
study of the
pheénomena of curve
balls a
esting as well as val-
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curve that gave base-
ball much of its im-
petus as a scientific
sport, and men spend
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even the man who delivers it
curately gauge just how it is going to
acl. The “spit bali™ is grasped in the
middie of the pitcher's palm with the

nown as the “spit ball”

“rice 21 apd the “fade away

o Latsmen than any oth-
pepnse It Is said to “break”
at least two different direc-
manner that not
enn ne-

HOW PITCHERS HOLD THE BALL IN THROW-
ING CURVES.

[At the top, Teady for an incurve or
shoot; in the middle, an out curve or
shoot; at the bottom, a drop.]

thumb and all ithe fingers extended as
far around it as they will go. The
pitcher moistens with his tongue
(hence the name of the curve) one or
two of his fingers so that these fingers
exert practically no pressure on the
ball and then throws It with all the
force that he esxn muster and yet be
reasonably accurate. The fingers that
were not moistened exert pressure on
the sides of the ball so peculiarly as
to make the revelutions of the ball
vary in direction during its flight, and
80 the two different curves during one
flight of the hall are produced. The
“initial” cut in this column shows how
the ball is held by the pitcher who de-
livers the “spit ball.” This photograph
and the others used In illustrating this
article were specially posed for by
Joseph MceGinnity of the New York
National league team.

The ball™ the result of ex-
periments of men who have for years
been {rring to perfect an “up curve”
or “up shoot.” While pitchers could
produce much difficulty *“in-
curves,” “outs,” *“drops” and “out-
drops,” they could not for many years
make a hall went over the
home plate.

The inshoot is delivered by sending
the ball away over the ends of the in-
dex and middie finzers.

It is the revolving of the ball on its

“rise is

without

rise as 1t

axis that makes it curve, or, to be
more accurate, that leads to its eurv-
Ing. The ball that revolves swiftly

from left to richt offers more resistance
to the air on its left side than it does
on its rizht, so the ball swerves to the
right, or in towanrd the batsman.

The outshoot is delivered by sending
the ball away over the side of the fore-
finger, and when the ball is released
the back of the hand is turned down-
ward. Now the ball revolves from
right to left, and so it swerves to the
left, or out from the batsman.

The drop can be delivered in two or
three different ways, and in most cases
the ball is held just as for an out-
curve, bat It is frequently let go with
more of a snap and always with the
back of the pitching hand turned to
the right or partly to the front, so as
to make the ball revolve away from the
Bolder and with its axts at right an-
gles to the course it pursues to the plate.
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A MODERN MERMAID. |
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BAPTIZING SHIPS.

| Annette Kellerman, Champion Woman | The Modern Method a Survival of a
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Swimmer, and Her Adventures.

There are no mermalds now except
In variety shows and fairy stories, but
Annette Kellerman, the champion wo-
man swinmuer of the world, comes pret-
ty wear to being one.  She Is almost as
much at home in the water as on dry
lne, I<ellerman recently eame
to this countyy from England to meet

Miss

the expert swinmaers of the United
States. She Is of practically perfect
physique, with tapering wrists and

ankles, olive complexicon and gray eves,
which light up a winsome face. She
is of Australian birth, but her mother
born in America French par-
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MISS EELLERMAN AMD A ENATSHOT AT

HER WHILR SWITTUIRG.
and has heen an evper! swhouer from

Jd New

childhood. Last year she nsade

record on the Danube, swimniing twen-
ty-three miles in 3 hours, 11 minutes
amgd 20 seconds. She has had some
amusing experiences in the water, but |
the most nulgue was when, during her
attempt to swim the English channel
in 1905, a man proposed to her. In re-
lating the story Miss Kellerman said:

“Rather a unique place for an offer
of marriage? 1 ecall it my ‘channel
proposal. A well known swimmer,
and a very fine one, too, paced me dur-
ing my swim. After a half hour or so
of silence, to my great amusement, he
turned suddenly and said:

“*We go very well together in dou-
ble harness, dou’t you think? and
forthwith made me a proposal of mar-
ringe. - Surprised? Yes, but more|
amused, I think. I told him I pre-
ferred waiting until T saw him out of |
the water, as I would never marry a |
little man. I met him after at the|
supper given in my honor and found
he was of short stature, so I declined |
his flattering offer.”

A WELCOME BOY.

Queen Victoria of Spain and Her Gift
to Alfonse of an Heir.
Great preparations were made for,
the heir to the Spanish thirone who has |
Just arrived. Queen Victorin made |
King Alfonso a very proud papa when |
she presented him with a bouncing |
boy. Although a girl would have beeui
welcomed, a boy in this particular in- |
stance was much more desired. If the |
little prince lives to succeed his father
on the Spanish throne it will be the
fulfillment of the present young mon- |
arch's most ardeat wish. In conse-
quence of the importance of the birth
of an heir the king himself issued an |
official proclamation shortly before the
event was expected, giving explicit di-
rections as to all ceremonies connected
therewith. The decree began thus:
In order that the ceremonies which must
take place in connection with the ap-|

proaching accouchement of my dear and |
beloved spouse, when the Almighty per-

QUEEN VICTORIA OF SPAIN.

mits that so happy an event shall be real-
ized, may be carried out with all the cus-
tomary solemnity, I make this decree.

Then followed directions as to the
dignitaries who should attend the pre-
sentation of the heir. Article § read:;

In order that the Inhablitants of the
most heroic town of Madrid may know
without delay whether the newly born
child is a prince or an infanta there shall
be hoisted In the first casewthe Spanish
flag over that part of the royval palace
known as the Punta del Diamante, and
there shall be fired a salute of twenty-one
guns at the customary places; in the sec-
ond case the flag shall be white, and the
galute shall be fifteen guns. Should the
birth take place at night, a light of the

| the
when they saw the engine fairly pok-

| never lie down to sleep.

sppropriate color shall be placed béeneath
the flag.
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Barbaric Custom,
If falr youeg woumen sponsors who
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when =pcrilices were nuwle 1o the gods
amd some living vietim or offering was
held up and s throat eut o that the
Llood flowed over the prow of the ship
Deinge Inunched.  The vessel was bap-
tized warm blead.  Now spariling
wine pure water is used, and the
mwany advantages, though
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HE AIR BRAKE.

It Was Ushered Into Actual
Most Dramatic Fashion.

Use In

The air brake wits ushered into acto-
al use in most drapatic fashion,  The
trial teip oceurved in Apvil, 18G9, The

train selected was the Steubenville ae-

commodation, running between Pitts-
burg and Steubenville, O,
When the train was going at full

speed, suddenly as he eame around a
sharp curve the engineer saw a stalled

(wazon in the middle of the track dead

abead. With only hand Dbrales noth-

ing eonld have preveuted a terrible
stuutshup,  The formal time for the
trinl or the air brake had not ecome,

but the brake was there, amd in des-
perafion, not believing for 2 moment
that the thing conld possibly awvail, the
engineer threw on the air. DBut it did
aviil.

The observers in the rear were al-
most eatapulted out of their seats by
shoek of the sudden stop. Dut

ing its nose into the wagon bed, so nar-

row had Deen the margin between
safety amd disaster, they forgot all
about their shock and stowd in awed

silence, The air brake had come into
its own.—Everybody’s Magazine,

Keyhold Tenure In London.
The curious custom of keyhold ten-

| ure still prevails at Crowland, the fa-

wous abbey town in the Lincolnshire

| fens, where there are a number of cot-

tages which are neither copyhold, free-
hold nor leasehold. They were origi

{ nally built on waste land, and in each

case the pessessor of the key holds an
indisputed tenancy. Although some of
the occupiers have replaced the mud
aml thatched dwellings of antiquity
with brick and slated bulldings, they
have no power to sell or will them
away, for they have no deeds. On a
fenunt dying the first person to cross
the threshold takes his place if he so
desires. Many devices have heen re-
sorted to to obtain the keys. The prop-
ertles carry a county vote, but the poor
law guoardians always refuse to grant
relief to the tenants.—London Globe.

A Vegetable Freak.

California has one tree which is the
personification of mystery. IFound no-
where else in the world, i1t had a mys-
terious origin and thrives In a region
of mystery. The Mojava yucea is a
vegetable freak which has developed
into a species. It has the characteris-
tics of several plants, to which no re-
lationship ecan be traced. It is an en-
dogen, yvet its bark shows concentrie
rings such as characterize the exogen-
ous stems. It lives amd thrives in
great numbers in a region nearly de-
void of vegetation.—I'. E. Magazine.

Elephants.
who really know nething
used to say that eleplinis
This is pot
true at all, says one writer. They Lave
been known to stamdl for twelve
months without lying down to sleep.
This is recarded us want of confidence
in their keepers and of longing to re-

I'eople
about it

{ gain their liberty, for when they are

at edse and reconciled to

perfectly

| their fate they wiil lie down on their

sides and sleep peacefully.

A Flippant Jailbird.

“This confincment.” said the long
faced prison visitor, “must distress you
greatiy.”

“NYes™
“I find the prison bars gratine.

“Ah, life to yon is a failure!™

*Yes; it's nothing but a eell.”

repliedl the facetious conviet,

Lazy,

Some friends were diseussing an art-
ist whose laziness was proverbial.

“He is so lazy,” said one, “that he
paints nothing but winter secenes to
save himself the trouble of putting
leaves on the trees”

The Seventh Time,
She—When 1 accepted Jack he saild
he feolt as if he was in the seventh
heaven. He—I can well believe it. He
has been engaged six times hefore.—
Fliegende Blatter.

Made Sure of It.
Molly—When yon spoke to father, dld
you tell him yon had $500 in the bank?
George—Yes. Mollv—And what did he
:;_v? George—He borrowed it.—Sketchy
ts.
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THE JAPANCSE.

Me Is Child, Fzanatic and Emotional

Savage All In One.

[Le i5 o baydle of eontradictions, and,
($5L veid by Americnn standards, he Is
a Lesilinecite, strateht from opsy turvy
AT He may be o Chestortleld and !
i g Bar one winmte and o red
Lodi the next—a sycoplintut and a
welshior today Wl o Napoleon tomor-
Fow

Wi estern hia TR ta t to
1 i the Jitdd Fape as an amnsing
il precocions chilil #iven to obstruet-
T tewalls tentlie o ¢ s polite con-
tesis in kowtowing, to saspending from
the branches of the cherry tree hLis
dafnty povins addressed to his Criemds
aad o dawddlinge for hours over the cor-
emoninl tea., and when we see him nn

der the teat tap, bow and laughing
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and playing checkers, he seems a vel- |
vetr pawed kitten fn kKbhnki. And yet

you amd T have seen hitmm in battle al
etuping, razing tiger, gready of Shiv |

Dasonets and afterward deneeine him
sell t the fiekd ho I-I!.'||. =it 1o riges,
mwln i

e .H'l-‘.‘,.li a1 will

pering, o omnere hull hide wrap

We never Kiaow o eharacter until \‘.'i':
Lty SO prut to the test under
sl lesist of all the comthination of
S and Janus kKbown thie Jap-
tnese, So stidlnd, the embizitled brown
boy strieos e g5 a0 strange compond
of Little Lord Fauntleror, Deter the
Hlesm awml Prall-—child, Tanatie
ang emiotioniose saviewee, all B one.
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OLD VICLING.
Rezsons Why Ancient Fiddles Are Bet-
ter Than New.

Fabulous prices dre sotetimes puid
for oid violins, awd many oo enthusi- |
astic mwusician would  part with  Lis
Inst dotlar to [Hr=sess ol of the mas

terpieces of Stradivarvitns oy Guarneri
us or another of the fiamous mwakers of
a century or

The guestionsd superiority of
old mul often battered instroments has

LW dZ0.

theso
becn varjously ascriled to the
quality of the varnish
construction, the elasticity
woold employed amd to the ripening aml

in their

of the

=ed]

to

impraving eMects of age sl long nse.

Of lLiate yvears, however, mneh ere
dence has been given the sugoestion
of nn eminent anthority that the renl

canse of the spperiority of the old in
gtruments is due to a peculiar swarp-
Ing of the wooil higher arch, a
buekling eansed hy the position of the
“T7° hales and sound post,

It might at first thought be suppos-
ed that the same effeet eould he pro-
anced by giving an equal arching to a
new instrument, bmt the effect, if at-
tained, is not permanent, heeause with
age the arching inereases until too
great a degree of rigidlity is the re
sult.—Philadelphia Record,
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“Plugging” a Hotel Guest.

The hotel detective steppeid out of
the elevator and walked over to the
counter.

“Well, T pluzged him,” he said.

“Plugeed him? Who? What for?
Where did you hit him?” quickly asked
a friend who was standing by.

“Didn’t hit him anywhere. Just
phugged the keyhole of his door. Nev-

er hear of plugging before? YWhen we
have a gunest whom we suspeet Is get-
ting ready to leave without settling or
whose credit is exhausted and fails to
settle up, we just wait till he leaves
his room and plug the kevhole in his
door. Then be has to settle up or leave
his bagegage. The plug lits over the
end of a key. It is placed in the lock
and tarned. The key then with-
drawn, leaving the ploz in the door.”
—Kansas City Star.

Is

An Oversight,

When Chappie got up the other morn-
ing he wandered around his apart-
ments in his pretty pink pajamas, the
very pieture of woe.

*“What's the matter,
hiz valet,

“I don't know, Alphons=e.” he groan-
eld. *I passed a most unhappy night.”

Alphonse looked him over carefully.

sir?”

Inquired

“Oh, sir,” he execlaimed. “I know
what was the matter! The trouserines
of your pajamas were not creased.

You must be more careful. sir. Those
I had prepared for yon were hanging
across the foot of the wil."—Bohemian
Magrazine.

Cannae.

Cannae, where ITannibwil won his
grestest victory over the Romans, s
sifnated on the opposite =ide of the
peninsula from the ¢ty of Rome, on

it six miles
from this bat-

t to Carthage
of oold ringz: from the
nizhts =slain In

Dout 200 miles

the river Aufidus and al
from its mouth. It was
tlefield that Hannibal =
three
finrors of the
l!:!‘ I':‘.f”l‘_

from Rome.
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“Am I to anderstaml. then” asked
a disappointed poet s ihe editor hand-
el baeck his latest prodactions, “that
you do not like my verses®”

“Yes; T don’t think mueli™—
“Ah, you don’t think! I
exnlains it,"

spo—that

World Regeneration,

The world will only he regenerated
by degrees and by reform of human
character, a task that will always and
of necessity remain the task of each
and every member of the human race.
—Saturday Review.

Vanity.

Little Fred—Why is it that women
are always complaining about thelr
servants? Little Elsie—Oh, that's just
to let people know they can afford to
have "em.—Chicago News.

Covetousness swells the principal to
no purpese and lessens the use to all

purposes.—Taylor.
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o
that cannot fail to please the most exact F

Ing.

i fact, nothing 1s lacking that soes to

torm the very latest in invitations and

nouncements.
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America’s Greatest Weekly

Toledo, Ohio.

The Best Known Newspaper in the  Office in Post Ofce Blde.

United States.

Circulation 185,000

Popular in Every State.

In many respects the Toledo Blade is the mo-

ramarkable weirkly newspaper published in the

United State=. It is the only newspaper espe- |
ially edited for National eirenlation. It kg
1ad the largert eireuln v for moreyenrs than
ny newspaper printed in America. Further
more, it is the cheapest nowspaper in the warld
1= will be exg bi person who
write us for tern The vs of the world
irranged that busy people ean more easily ¢
prehend, than by reading enr T 0
of dailies. All corrent topies mauie plain i
each issue by speecial editorial matter written
from inception down to date. The ouly paper
ublished especinlly for people who do or de
ot read daily newspapers. and vet thirst for
plain facts, That thi= kind of a newspaper
popular, is proven by the fact that ‘
Alade now has over 135000 yearly subscriber
wnd is circulated in all parts of the Ut
states. In addition o the nesws, th
ishes short and serial stories, and many deg
inenls of matter suited to every membe

family. Only onedollar a year.
Write for speeimen copy.

THE BLADE,
Toledo, Ohio. |
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McCook Laundry

G. C. HECKMAN, Prop. |

Addres=

Dry and Steam Cleaning and
Pressing

GATEWOOD & VAHUE
DENTISTS

Omice over RcAdams’ Store

Phenc 190

Dr. A. D. FINCH

OSTEOPATHIC PHYSIC!
axp OPTICIAN

Office days: Tuesdays, Wednes
days, Thursdays and Saturday
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If you will ficure with us, and 3§
quelity of material 15 any ohject ,
you will be easily convinved that »
»

we out-class all compatition. >
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