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His Career From Its |
Humble Beginning In |
a Small Town to the |

Presidency of
the United
States.

Long and honorable was the
public career of William MeKin-
ley. It extended from the time
when, as a mere stripling, he held
sway in a log ecabin country school
to the tragic moment when, as
chief execntive of the =ation, he

.

be trained,” aal!d her father, *‘to Imy!

aer own bread If necessary, and not 1o |
gell herself to motrimony.” .

She ad many | aitors, but Major Me-
Kinley, then a | dsing young lawyer,
vanagiished all ' Axalry, removed the
voung womsn from the cashler's win-
dow and wen from banest James Sax-
ton these words when the hand of the
daunghter v. -5 gained:

“You are the only man 1 have ever
known 10 swhom I would intrast my
anughter.”

Mrs. MeKinley always assisted her
bhusband in politics. IHer ill health in
nowlse deterred her from enjoying the
political honors he won, nor did it pre-
vent ber from beingz a wise counselor.
Ier presence time and agaln served as
an Inspiration to her husband. When
political preferment first came to Me-
Kinley, It was his wife who convineed
him that he should accept. She beliey-
ed impleitly in his taleuts, and that his
service would be for the good of the
state she was certain. She never wav-
ered In her faith in her husband’s con-
vietions.

Mrs. MeKinley had confidence in her
husband not only as a public official, |

was felled by the assasein’s bullet.
During all that time his record

lawyer, as a Im]iritri:llt, as o states-
man, as the head of the nation.
In each ease he stood the test.

ing a manly boy, a dutiful and obe-
Ile continued as a

||iv-1:1 SO,
whose example has had its good ef-
feet on thie national - charaeter.

Ilis life was typically American,

I‘\'I.‘{’.
a patriot,
tion were

in s mind his

country and his country’s good.

ever

came from that
s farnished this

Willinm AleKinley
dominant riace that

a Boy. ey L

cestors immigrated
to this country ear-
lv enouzh to have sons who teok a pi-

Py < nation with some
1 1 of its greatest sol-
| McKiniey diers and  states-
! - i e n. !I-\ was
-. a9 Scoteli-Irish by de-
_i and his an-
|

v

! seent,
v

triotie

i,
The family removed from

vania to Ohio -in

Pennsyl-

theny th
at Nileg, in Trumbull county, 0., Feb.
20, 18544,

A younger
Lis father, after wli
for the bar. He

son, he
in e was named,

was edueated at the

—asssmnaib,

M'EINLEY AS A BREVET MAJOR,

1 at Meadville, P'a., teach-

ghany college

inr school to pay his tuition fees.
Rearcely was he matrienlated when

the ecivil war eame on. Ile was but a
stripling of nineteen when he entered
U= a private.

him as a boyv in Poland, O., declare,
was a real boy, full of fun, loving ath-
letie sports, fond of horses and hunt-
ing and fishing and all outdoor exer-

cize, and yvet at 16 we find him taking |
upon himself a serious view of life. |

The chureh records show that in 18585,
when e was hardly 16, he united with
the Methodist Episcopal church of To-
land.

i MeKinley's father was an fron manu-

facturer and a pioneer in that business. |
William was his third son, the eldest |

being David, the second James and the
youngest Abner.

MeRinley's mother was alert and vig-
orous, mentally
» of her death, which oceurred

1 1
when she was nearly ninety years of
ame

AMajor MceKinley's home life was very
ippy despite the
_was an invalid.
1 Mrs. McKinley
. was Miss Ida Sax-
AS a ton, daughter

<

|

|

|

| Jaien: sindl Bis
” James and Mary

| Husband. Saxton of Canton,

|

* —® an

0. She received

excellent edu-
cation when a girl, spent some time
abroad and became her father's assist-
ant in his bank, where it was sald that
her fair face attracted bouguets and
bank notes to the window. *“She must

of

suffered neither blot nor blemish. :
lle was tested as a soldier, as a |

[u private life he began by be- |

faithful and loving husband, one |

the life of an American of the best |
And through it all he was |
‘\lm\‘r_- ]1['!'.4011:11 ;lllllli-:

part in the war of the Revolu- |

1814, and from that |

day has Dbeen identifiedd with  that |
state not in a great publie way, but |
simply as faithful and devoted citi-
zens, not striving for particular emi-
nencee, but notable for sturdiness of |
charcoter and integrity.

It was among such people and of

t William McKinley was born |

was destined by |

publie schools., and Iater entered Alle- |

Me¢Kinley, as those who remember |

and physically, up to |

fact that his wife |

]

M'EINLEY AT DEGINNING OF HIS LEGAL |
| CAREER.

| but as a man. Her illness was often |
overcome by her affection, and she |

traveled thousands of miles when she

wis wenk in body merely that she
might be near him. She encouraged

Lhim by word, look and preseace, and
Le in knightly style returned the fa-
vors aml reciprocated the sacred affec-
tion. Iler home life was short, for out
of the thirty years of married life more
than twenty-four were passed by her |
husband in the public service.

Mrs, MeKRindley for years has spent |
| much of her leisure in crocheting those |
[ dainty little slippers which have
many times brought sunshine into |
vlpomy hospital wards in various parts
of the country. It is said that she has
| knitted over 5,000 pairs of these slip- |

|
S0

| pers in her twenty-six years of invalid
life. In appearance Mips. MceKinley is
of medium height, with brown hair |
| and large deep blue cyes. Although an |
invalid, she was fond of making and
| recelving calls and often went on shop-
ping tours. Mrs. McKinley never cared |
much for dress, although her toilets
| have alwavs been in excellent taste,
For many years Mrs, McKinley's face
has betrayved a faint languor, sugges- |
tive of the invalid, but it is fair and |
| bears a stamp of beauty, in spite of the |
| fifty-fiveyears shecarries. Her ill health
| dates from girlhood. As a student she |
| with difficulty undertook the studies
| of the course, by reason of this condi-
| tion, but with constant care and fre-
| quent medieal attention she overcame
I all trouble sufficiently to enjoy life and
| to taste of Its pleasures. Her actual
| invalidism dates from the birth of her
| second child, in 1871, This child died
lin its infancy and was followed by the |
| first chid, a daughter of three years, a
short time afterward. Mrs. Saxton,
| Mrs. MeKinley's mother,also died about
| this time, These sorrows were more
| than sbe could bear, and she never re- |
| covered. [
| A little story of McKinley's home |
| acts while governor may be of interest.
| No less than his at-
! ? * tention to his wife, |

As his thought and |

care for his moth- |
a Son.

er, particularly
" since Ris father's |
! | death in 1852, have '
€ ¥ attracted conmnnent.
It had been his custom while at }lnllil‘!
in Canton to take his wmother to church
each Sunday morning. When he went
to Columbus as governor, he determin-
ed to keep up the practice as much as |
possible, and unless the press of put:lic
business was very great he always
slipped quietly over to Canton from tle |
state capital on Sunday mornings aiul |
walked to church with his mother on
The next train would carry
[ him to Columbus, where his wife
| awaited his coming. Naturally the
mother looked with pride on such a
son, and she followed with keen inter-
est the progress of Lis first presidential
canvass. |
Young McKinley had been a keen ob-
gerver, so far as his opportunities went,
o— . of the political

S events that culmi- |
Mckinley nated in the firing
as

on Fort Sumter.
| | a Soldicr.

| his arm.

ident for troops |
found a quick re-
sponse in his breast,
and when the drums and fifes aroused
the echoes of the quiet streets of Io-
| Iand among the first applicants for en-

| listment was William MeKinley, Jr.

| It was a new experience and a new :
schiool that the eighteen-year-old boy
| entered, this school of war, but he had
wonderful teachers. It was his good
fortune that assigned him to the Twen-
ty-third Ohic. The recruits that com- |
posed it were In June, 1861, mustered
and formed into a regiment. Its first
colonel was William 8. Rosecrans, aft-
erward major general commanding the
department of the Cumberland. Seec-
ond in command was Stanley Mat-
thews, who was a splendid soldier, but
won his greatest honors in civil life by

The call of the pres-
| @ <

Sketch of the Career of the Third
Chief Executive of the United

VK|

His Rise From Schoolteacher to

Eresident.

States to Fall Victim to
the Assassin’s Bullet.
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M'KINLEY'S BIRTHPLACE.

R

i regiment in

| participated.

[ with the regiment July 26, 18635,

Justice of the United States supreme
conr!, aud Rutherford B Hayes, after-

| becoming United States senator and | gommittee ot ways and means,

ward governor of Olde and president |

of the United States, These are a few
the roll of oilicers of the gallant
which marched [P'rivate
William MceKinley, Jr.

He earvied the musket for fourteen
months; then he was promoted, But
he won his promotion honestly. Ilis

comeades of the rank and file bear tes-
timouy to the fact that Le was a good
soudler; that he performed every duty
devolving upon him with fidelity and

intelligence and  without complaint.
They congratiluted bhim, therefore,
when bhe was made commissary ser-
geant of the regument,  Later, after

Antietam, he was made a second lLieu-
tenant, and the Mahoning county boy
had risen from the ranks.

IHe was now to all intents and pur-
poses a trained veteran., Ile had had
liis baptism In blood at Carnifex Fer-
ry. Ile had gone through the West
Virginia eampalgn and become a part
of the magniticent Army of the Poto-
mace under MeClellan, South &ountain
and Antietam had been made immor-
tal by the blood of heroes, and the
shoulder straps were worn with a duoe
but not exaggerated realization of the
responsibilitics they hmplied.  Ile
ciine a second lieutenant on Sept. 24,
1862, Il was promoted to first llew-
tenant Feb., 7, 1863, His commission
as enptain bears date July 25, 1864

The brevet rank of major was con-
ferred by IPresident Lineeln “for gal-
lant and meritorious at the
Lattles of Opequan, Fisher's Creek and
Cedar HIIL" e was with Sheridan
in the Shenandonh eampaign, was at
Winchester, Cedar Creck, Fisher's
I, Opeqguan, Kernstown, Floyd
Mountain and Derryville, where his
horse was shot under him, amd in all
the battley in which the Twenty-third
He served on the staffs
Hayes, Crook, Ilancock

He was mustered out
after
more than four years' continuous serv-

b

servieces

Lenerals
Carroll.

of
and

ice.
When the war closed, MeKinley was
just twenty-two.

ful enthusiasm and

¢ 5
McKinley
as
a Lawyer.
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ardor, and T (i
tnened to his home
fully ex-
aceet
flatteringe offer
nnle  him of a
commission in

in Ohio
pecting (o

it to this his parents
T he ¥ [:lrilJ.I'
ed out the small rewards that come to
the soldier in time of peaee. At length
he yielded to their persuasions and re-
luctantly gave up his dreams of mar-
tial glory and bent his miod upon the
pursaits of peace. The war hiad ended
all thongzht of a colleziate e
ciast about for a4 profession, aml natu-
rally, considering the bent of Lis mind,
he chose the lnw. Lle became a student
in the of Charles E. Glidden
amd David Wilson, then leaders of the
Mahoning county bar. He supplement-

regular army.
offered strone n[||m.‘-iii.l:ll-

Ciareer.,

oilices

| ed his reading by taking the course at

the Albany Law school and in
was admiited to the bar. Ie loeated
at Canton, where he formed & partner-
ship with Judge Belden.

He was an excellent advoeate, even
in those early days, and made some of
the best jury arguments ever heard at
the Stark county bar. At the time he
was first eleeted to congress he enjoyed

one of the best ;.fi‘!l!‘!'ill pricrices in the

county.

As a Iawyer Mr. MeKinley was al-
ways thorough and careful in the prep-

aration of cases. He had the confidence
of everybody and seon beciime particu-
Iarly prominent as an advecate. e

prepared himself by thorough courses
of reading for his publie career. Ile re-
sembled Gartield much in this respect

| and possessed elements of strength by

| feal r«'llltjl'l‘i?*-.

| view

| of his life to public serviee. During all

Lhis early professional years he was an

active participant in Republican cam-

paigns and early gave evidenee of the

power he later developed as 2 publie

‘:-pr-::i-e-;' and orator. The plan of his

political speaking was always the salne.

ITe first ll]n!'--‘.i;_".l‘- thie sub

jeet in hand and then presented it furci
bly.

Major MeKKinley was but thirty-three

vears old when he was elected by the

peaple of his dis-

4 trict to represent

. them in congress,

As a There hesoon made |

his mark and was

Statesman. returned at each

* subsequentelection

]

|
|

reason of his thorough study of polit-

e secimns to have had in

r The tesvollun

from

until that of 1890,
in which year a change in the bounda-
‘jes of his distriet defeated bim by a
majority of only 302,

While in congress he served on the
committee on revision of laws, the ju-

|
|
|
|
|
I

|

e was full of youth- |

the |

hiad been brounght onder the operation
of the previons question. It stood com
plete, ready to go Torth | wul  or
pevil, Upon Melkinloy devolved 1
of smoothing its path anag specding
upon its wa!
The oceasion, thoronzhly advertised,
attracted 1o the capiteal an inmmense
_ throng N | ol
¢ > leries wWiors e
'“]u miass aof honsnity,
e ) and the anticipa
McKinley FEs o g o
BI". haed compelled the

1867 |

 comumittee be framed the MeKinley bill,

e ———— {8
v
e
gerved on the last mentioned committes
unti! the expiration of his last term o8 A
represcutative.  While chalrman of this L
which afterward becnme a luw. L,
Mekiuley was a protege of ex-'resl- :
dent Hayes, and up (o the time of the -
latter's deatl: he recognlzed the ox 3
president as his adviser and conuselor
He was in General llayes' rechmeat ‘
during the civil war. Iaves
knew him and his fnther well, nnd saw
In the dashing young cavaller the germ »
of greatness, He needed a counselor, B
an adviser, a friend, and General ¢ W
Hayes watched over him with  the
filinl love, devotion and pride of u -
father, .
The war ended, MceKkinley &slill re- i}
mained an object of hope, of Interest i
!
]
|

Gsenernl

and pride to General Hayes. MceKin-
iey became a candidate for congress
aud was elected, When [Hayes was
president, McKinley was Iln the house
of representatives, The major was a
frequent welcome visitor at the White
House, One day the president gave
MeKinley adviee, which made MeKin- 1
ley the foremost champion of a pro- !
tective tariff, I'resident IHaves thus
spoke to the young representative: 1
“To achleve and fame you
must pursue a special line.  Yon must
net make a speech on every motion §
offered or bill introduoeed. You must
contine  yoursell' to partienlar
thing. Take up
legisintion amd make
Why not take up the
eing a subjreet that

SHecess

-

1) AT
eome a4 speelallst,
branch of
that vour study.
subjeet of tarim?
will not be settled
it offers a great ficld for study aml a
chiance for ultimate fame™
With these words ringing in his enrs
MeKinley the tarif® a
anmnd soon beeame the foremost author-

SOt

for FOOArs [ eome,

begun stidving
ity on the subject. ;.
The day upon which the “MeKinley
tarilt biil™ t e
must always stamd as the supreme mo
mwent of MeRinley's
reer. The bill, by adroit parliamentary
frauld

from being weighed down with

passed lionses

Wils
coneressionnl ea- 3

generalship which preveoted 0t
alnend-

ments not approved by the committes,

attendanee of ov-

&
h ory  member As
nsual, MeKinley spoke without potes.
Ilis voice, pencirating but not harsh,
filleel the chiomber.  Every sentenee
wis distinetly heard. Never wias an
orater more free from the ordinary

M'EISLEY'S MOTHEL,

MeRinley. 8o trae s

MR,

claptrap than

this that the ineident ldeny
Iv drew Trom beneath Lis desk the sult
of clothes whielh be purchased | =10
at the establishment of a fell
sent:ative in Boston, In ord
strate the cheapness of : 12 ap
parel. stands out withr vih 1
s
I this earnestress and s
v ieT i t made MeRKinlev's nddress
I e Lol il on t
1 Indeed 1 ( 1
callied w 1l i
(i I 14 q i 4 L
'l 1 Bt 11 o lid
wliile reachied zluries
of the | arift s . ‘It
v ol I i sl S antrol
CH| the lat Cerine mpeak-
inze of this rdd, “that
restrained risings s M
Rinley coneclud nderful s
and declaring weneeiorth m
to follow Lim as a diseipls
James G. Blaine in his [ t &
Years of Congress” reviewed the
| ty-fifth congress, in which Mceki
first sat, as follows: “William MeE
] L ~
r an Ohio reg
olil il
e ik
study « 10=
b\ o 200N T L '
. - U
v r

Pros I 3
b i
= [or the flaz. 11
fals splcuonus services in higl L
ME. 'EINLEY'S FATHER. y R N

diciary comimittee, the committee on | . 1 e is famil the ques -
expenditures in the postoflice depart- | tions t NowW engage pu * thought
ment and the committee on rules. When | No man is more able than be lu v to
General Gartield received the nomina-| set them hefore the people. I do not

tion for the presidency, Mr. McKinley | need to invoke your attention to what

was assigned to the vacancy on the‘ be shall say. He will command it.”




