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SAVED BY A DREAM.

A THRICE REPEATED WARNING THAT' HOW THE PHILADELPHIA INSTITU-
WAS LUCKILY HEEDED. l TION IS PROTECTED.

How Two Men Narrowly Escaped Assassi- | Little Chance For Any One to Get Rich
nation In & Western Ontario Inn—The | Quickly by Helping Himself to Uncle
Reality Was s Perfect Reproduction of Bam's Treasure—Patrols, Revolvers snd
the Vision of the Braln. ! Winchesters In Plenty.

Miss Mabel Wiloughby, writing in 1 Probably not one person out of a hun-
the Torouwo Wlobe, relates this strange flred who pasgs by the Philadelphia mint,
ﬁ“"f.‘;_: _ _ | that grim looking edifice at Chestnut

Many »eais ago my great-uncle, ' and Juniper streets, after nightfall real-

magistrate of Niagara district, had oc- | . hat § o insid T :

y - . . 1ile e
casion, as he often had, to make a jour- | 1ze8 WAL 18 gOIng "n_mh" o 1T "_i
ney on horseback through some of the BOthing mean about Uncle Sam, but he

more unsettled parte of western Op- | 18 determined that any one who gets
tario. As those were the pioneer days, | his money shall get it honestly and by
many parts of Ontario now thickly set- | process duly laid down. Therefore he
tled and prosperous communities were | has taken all kinds of precautions to

GUARDING THE MINT.

almost unbroken stretches of forest, in-
tersocted by roads, passable only by
equestrians,  The only places of public
accommodation were small taverns or
inns to be found at intervals of many
miles along these trails or roads. My
uncle and his father-in-law, who ac-
companied him, carried large sums of
money with which to buy grain and
cattle from the settlers,

“*One afternoon, toward nightfall, as
they ware nearing the small inn where
thoy intended stopping for the night,
they beard the sound of horses’ hoofs
close behird them, and, turning in his
‘waddle, my uncle saw that the strangers
approaching him were a dark visaged
pair of men whom be had noticed at
the dinner table with him at the last
hostelry. They, however, saluted my
uncle and Mr. H., his father-in-law, in
a very civil manner and retorned the
compliments of the hour.

“The party soon reached the inn,
and, to uncle’s surprise, the two stran-
gers trotted on past the only resting place
there was for miles. Buat he concluded
that they were hunters or settlars liv-

ing farther on, and =0 for the time|

thonght no more of it.

“Oar two grain dealers took their
supper and shortly afterward retired
comfortably for the night. Not long
after going to bed Mr. H., feeling thirs-
ty, rose and went down to the barroom
for adrink of water. (No laughter here,
He was a local preacher and stanch ad-
herent to the Methodist church.)

“*On entering the bar he was greatly
surprised to see stretched out on the
wooden benches the guests of the din-
ner table and traveling companions of
the carly evening. However, he trou-
bled very little about the matter, as he
thought that they had been overtaken
by night and turned back. On return-
ing to the bedroom he found my uncle
dozing, and so made no mention of the
uncanny pair in the barroom, and in a
few minutes fell asleep also.

“ After a sghort sleep uncle awoke and
almost started ont of bed, having had a
most vivid and frightful dream, in
which he saw one of those men advanc-
ing toward him with a dark lantern
turned upon his face and a drawn knife
in his hand. But, finding the room per-
fectly quiet, uncle persuaded himself
that his dream was the result of some
slight apprehension he had had concern-
ing the two men, and so fell asleep
again, buot only to have the horrible vi-
glon repeated.

““He began to feel that the dream, so
vivid and persistent, might have the
nature of a presentiment, so put his
hand under the pillow to see that his
pistols which he carried were safe.
But ae everything continued perfectly
still he allowed himself to fall intoa
light doze, which was again interrupt-
ed by the sume dream, like a midnight
specter.

“*Now thoroughly alarmed and feel-
ing that his dream was sent as a warn-
ing, heroused the old gentleman by his
gide and told him of it. Mryr. H. then
told him of the men in the barroom. 1
This increasing their apprehension, the
twomen decided towatch by turns, Mr. |
H. taking the first watch. Not five min- |
utes had elapsed before a footstep just |
outside their door caught the ear of |
both men. |

““In & moment the door opened wvery |
softly, and a man stealthily entered and |
crept toward the bed, while the two in |
the bed prepared for immmediate defense |
when the villain had come close enough |
to be scen distinctly, kept perfectly |
quiet. When within about two yards of |
the bed, the intending assassin, by the
manipulation of his lantern, which un-
til this time had remained perfectly
dark. threw a clear light over the sup-
posed sleepers and revealed to them the
reality of the vision—the same man,

knife and lantern, with his murderous |

intention hideously written on his fixed
countenauce.

“One glance at his intended vietims
and his expression changed to amaze-
ment and fear

paralyzed as he met my uncle’s steady |

and white face, who, with pistol pre-
sented, waited but another move on the
part of the villain to kill him on the
spot. But the man didn’t move. All
was perfectly still, except for a smoth-
ered prayer from the old gentleman.
Uncle was the first to speak, demand-
ing what he wanted, No reply was
given. Uncle then, threateningly ad-
vancing his piece, ordered him to leave
the room at once on pain of death. In
obedience to this the robber, without
turninz his face or changing his atti-
tude in any way, backed as steadily
from the room as he had entered it and
was seen no more.”’

All Dear to Him.
Wife--The doctor orders me to the
mineral baths at Carlsbad, and you re-
fuse me the means to go. That shows
how little yon value me.
Husband—On the contrary, I do not

wish to lose a pound of you.—Fliegende :

Blatter,

Strange as it may =eem, the origin of
the miter is to be found in Acts ii, 3,
““And there appeared unto them cloven
tongnes like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them."" The miter is supposed
to 1~ & representation of these cloven
ton n.s

and he stood like one !

| properly protect, especially at night,
| the millions upon millions piled up in
the vaults,

The doors of the mint are closed ev-
ery weekday promptly at 4 o’clock in
| the afternoon. After that hour no one
but mint employces have any business
within the wallsa which inclose so much
money, and no one can either stay in

the soperintendent. Needless to eay,
| this is difficult to obtain,
Simultaneously with the closing of
the doors at 4 o’clock the first shift of
the night guard goes on duty. The shift
{ is composed of the captain of the guard
(and 11 stalwart men. As the men file
out to begin their round each cne is
| banded a big Colt’s revolver of the most
{approved pattern and loaded with big
| cartridges.
{  From tben on till midnight seven of
|the 11 guards patrol without cessation
every floor of the inside of the mint, from
the corridors of the gloomy vaunlts
where, away down in the earth, are
stowed eighty odd million dollars in
| gilver and almost as much gold, to the
top floor, where there is nothing more
valuable than machinery. Placed at fre-
quent intervals throughont the corridors
are electrical devices for enabling the
captain of the gunard to keep tabs on his
men. Each of these little machines com-
municates with the rotunda opposite
the Chestnut street entrance to the
mint. Here it is that the captain is sta-
tioned all through the long hours of
his shift. Every two minutes and a
half the central machine in the rotunda
denotes the presence of some one of the
guard at eome particular station in the
building. If it doesn't, then the cap-

and he immediately proceeds to discov-
er what it is.

But it has been a long time since the
little machine failed to send forth its
announcement at the proper time, for
the mint guards are patrolling up and
| down outside the big building, careful-
ly watching that no suspicious charac-
ters approach too near the vast treasure
left in their care.

Promptly at midnight the second
shift of the night guard puts in an ap-
pearance to relieve the early shift. It
is also composed of a captain and 11
men, and they are split up, as the other
squad, into inside and outside details.
| From midnight on until 7 o'clock in
{ the morning they {follow in the foot-
! steps of the first shift, with every fac-
| ulty alert to catch an intrader.

The big revolvers are not the only
| weapons upon which the guards have
| to rely. On each side of the main cor-
[ ridor leading from the Chestnut street
| entrance stands a walnut case, Through
| the polished glass front of one frown
20 Winchester rifles. The other con-
| tains as many ugly looking carbines.
To grab these dispensers of death would

be but the work of an instant for the
| guards, and then woe be unto any man
. or men upon whom it might be found
| necessary to turn them.

For the revolvers there is kept con-
stantly on hand in the mint 500 rounds
of ammunition, and for the rifles and
carbines 2,500 rounds. Iach of the
guards is an expert in the use of both
the pistol and the gun, and each is en-
dowed with a plentifol stock of conr-
age; honce a combination capable of
successfully resisting almost anything
less than a regiment,

The superintendent and assistant cas-
todian both talked to the reporter ahout
the methods in use to protect the mint
and its contents. Both smiled signifi-
| cantly when the possibility of one get-
ting away with a portion of the vast
treasure was suggested,

“It would be folly for any one to try
it,”” was the superintendent’s only com-
| ment. To it the assistunt custodian nod-
ded emphatic assent.

*“T have been here for a good many
| years,”” the latter said, *‘and no such
| uttempt has ever been made. I is prac-
| tically impossible for any one to break

| into the mint from the outside, and no
one could secrete himself in the build-
i ing during the hours when it is open to
| visitors and hope to avoid discovery.
| We search every nook and corner of the
| structure carefully as soon as the doors
i are closed for the day, and you may
| rest assured if any one who had no
| business within these walls was found
| be would regret the day he was born.”
{ In addition to the two shifts of night
| guards, the superintendent and assistant
| custodian have a habit of dropping in
| at the mint at odd hours of the night to
see that evervthing is gning on all right.

The mint is connected with the cen-
tral telephone station, and should there
be trouble the captain of the guard
could communicate with police head-
quarters in a brief space of time.

“If you come across anybody who
thinks he can get rich quickly by help-
ing himself to our coin,’’ remarked the
superintendent in parting, *‘just advise
him to think it over carefully first.”’

In compliance with the superintend-
ent’s suggestion the advice 1is hereby
given.

And it is pretty good advice to follow
too.— Philadelphia Inquirer.

The population of Antwerp includes
20,000 Germans, who, it is said, buy
their goods of German merchants only.

| or get in without a special permit from |

tain knows that something is wrong, |

‘A FEARLESS CONVICT.

STEADMAN’S DARING ESCAPE FROM
SAN QUENTIN PRISON.

One of the Most Remarkable Cases of

Jall Breaking on Record—Accomplished
by & Feat Which Almost Bordered on
the Miraculous.

It is one thing to catch a thief and it
is another thing to hold him. During a
meeting of the chiefsof police of all the
larger cities of the United States and
Canada, which occurred at Milwaukee,
there were reminiscences of remarkable
captures and of escapes which bordered
closely upon the miraculous

“The most remarkable escape from

prison that I can recall,” said William |
= > 3 sl |
A Pinkerton, *‘was that of Frank lmany Nebraska women who are|

Steadman from the San Quentin prison
Bat I'll norv tell you aboat it, for hers
is John Glass, who caught Steadman
and sent him back to San Quentin. ™
Chief Glass pinched the brown -
perial on his under lip reflectively for
a moment before ha responded to the
looks of inguiry bent npon hiim by thoss
not familiar with the story

*The escape to which you refer, Pin-
kerton, was made after I sent Steadiman
| to San Quentin and pot before. I was
not the fortunate one to get him after
that last wonderful break. And to tell
| the truth, I have never taken to myself
much credit for taking him the time I
did, for it was to a considerable degrea
a matter of good fortune You see, we
| were just at that time keeping our eves
open for a bank robber by the name of
| Barnes, who bad gone into one of the
banks out there, covered the one man
| who happened to be alone in the place
jat the time, locked him up in the vaault,
and then coolly walked out of the bank
‘and out of sight with all the funds he
'could get his bands on.

“One day & man answering closely
the description we had of Barnes step-
ped off the train at Los Angeles. We

{took him in tow at once, but found
we did not bhave the bird we were after.
However, we managed to hold him
long enough to find out that he was

| Frank Steadman, who had become no-

i torious even at that time asa successful
| jail breaker. He had four or five escapes
from prison in sonthern Indiana credit-
‘ed to him, had got away from Joliet

‘and had still seven years to do at the |

Illinois prison; had also been at San

'Quentin, and had escaped from there

with five years unfinished.

‘““Steadman was a machinist by pro-
fession, and a burglar by inclination
When he was sent back to San QQuentin
to finish his time, he was put to work
with other convicts in the engine room.
It was here that an idea came into his
brain that for absolute daring and fear-
lessness was typical of theman. He had

noticed that every evening at the time
the men working in the engine room
were lined up to be marched away, the
machinery wae stopped at exactly the
same moment. He had observed as well
'that a window leading to an adjacent
' roof was not far from the top of the big
driving belt of the engine. From that
roof it was possible to reach the outer
wall of the prison. Beyond the wall
was freedom. He had escaped so many
times that his mind 1everted again and
again to the window high up on the
wall of the engine room. Apparently it

|was beyond all possibility of being |
No ladder was to be obtained. |

reached.

'Had such a thing been even standing
in place against the wall, to break
from the line and scale it with catlike
dexterity, although the work of buta
few seconds, he well knew would be
futile, possibly fatal. Ballets travel
faster than legs, and the guards were
not bad shots. But desperate deeds de-
mand desperate means. Some minds
may work with an ingenuity born of
despair, but Steadman’s was of a differ-
ent caliber. His plans were the ont-
growth of steadfast optimism.

**One day there came to him as if by
inspiration the thought that the big belt
might be the means of carryving him to
his goal. He found that it was impossi-
ble to count the revolutions of the driv-
ing wheel, bnt there were lacings in
the broad belt, which he was able to
distinguish as a sort of blur as it passed
a given point. For days and days he
counted, and in his cell at pight he
spent his time in caleulations. He dis-
covered the exact number of revolutions
the wheel made per minute. He learned
also by constant observation just how
many times the belt went round after
the engine was shut down.

“*One evening, when the line bad
been formed as usnal at the close of the
day's work and as the big wheel began
to lose its momentum, suddenly a con-
vict sprang from the line, leaped to the
belt, with catstretched arms grappling
both edges of the broad leather. He had
calculated well the strength that wonld

be required, for the terrific wrench did |

not loosen his grasp. Outward and up
ward be swung until be reached the
topimost point of the circumference. The
nicety of his caleunlation had reaped its
reward The belt stopped. He leaped to
his feet, sprang throogh the window
and was gene before convicts or guards
had recovered from their astonishment.
He caught up a guard’s coat and hat,
ilropped from the wall and got away in
the dusk of the evening. I am inclined
to believe that as a mathematical propo-
sition that was about as perfect a piece
of work as any man ever accomplished. "'

““And did he get away without re-

capture?’’ some one asked.

“‘No, 1 am almost sorry to say, he did
‘not,”” answered the Los Angeles chief,
| *“for that ought by rights to be the de-

nonement of such a story, which com-
' bines so much of daring and cleverness.
'Steadman was taken again in a short
| time and put to work at his old job.
| There are bars over that high window
'above the big drive belt now. Not long
| after this Steadman cut and nearly kill-
'ed one of the other convicts and is now
| serving out an additional sentence for
| attempted murder at the Folsom prison,
which is sitnated some 28 miles from
Sacramento.”’ Chicago Inter Ocean.

|

iA Nurse of Nebraska Volunteers.

Doubtless all are aware that con-
nected with the Chureh of Christ,
lor the Christian chureh, is their
‘minsimmr}' society known as the
Christian Women’s Board of Mis-
They are supportiug their

S1018,
| iissionaries in India, Jamaies,
Mexieco and other foreign fields

At Bilaspin, India, Miss M. Ade-
laide Spradlin, one of their ehris-

|tinu voung women there, withdrew
from the work to go to Manila to
the volunteers,

will

American
rvjnici% the hearts of

‘nurse
This

OIH’ | NQV!] forever

[members of the society, nnd who
To know

there is one of our consecrated

have dear ones there.
christian workers there, is a mat-
Another
] - -

|suggestive thought is how the

| ter of rejoicing to them.

' workers for the Master are improv-
i

'how they are prompted to euter

ing thesa great opportunities and

these open doors, taking with them
Iillt' Word of Life. May it be
truly said of them that “The wil-

derness and the solitary place shall
‘be glad for them, and the desert
shall rejoice and blossom as the
lrose.” It will be an inspiration to
the loeal auxillary whose members
have friends and whose president

has a son in Manila, that they may

possibly enjoy her gentle ministra- |

tions if among the ill or wounded
(ones, and what a lesson in mission-
Miss Spradlin left
| Bilaspin, ludia, the last of May or
early in June and is doubtless lo-

lary giving.

ieatml in Manila long ere this.
MeMeer McCooxk C.W.B.M.
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INDIANOLA.
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| James Hetherington took in the

reunion, Wednesday.

|
‘ S. R. Smith made a business
‘trip to McCook, Saturday last.

. W. H. Powell had business in
|the county’s capital ecity, Thurs-
Iday.

W. R. Starr was down from the
county seat, Thursday. on legal
business.

A few of the old veterans from
'this neighborhood took in the re-
union at MeCook.

, Fred Woodecock has gone to Me-
| Jook, and will elerk in the Com-
(mereial hotel, this winter.

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Dolan at-
Patrick’s
‘chureh in the county seat, Sunday

1

tended services in - St

last.

Miss Lillian Welborn, county
aneriutendent, had business in

‘ m
‘the county seat, Tuesday and
' Wednesday.

Mrs. Carrie Mitchell has been
spending part of the week in the
‘county seat, during the reunion,
| the guest of her son.

George Sheppard and wife at-
' tended the reunion at MeCook, part
of the week, the guests of her par-
It'l]tr&, Mr. and Mrs. John Shepherd.

Frank Dolan

| Tuesday morning, on a short far-

returned home,
|lough, being guard over the re-
Imains of one of the soldier hoys
i\'.'ho died in camp in the south-
and.

The Republican county central

committee met here, Tnesday of
(this week. There was a fair rep-
|resentation present from the east
lend of the county, but few from
the west end.

H. Grubb of our city will learn
j\\'ith pleasure of the fact that he
has been nominated by the Silver
Republicans of Montana for the
high and responsible office of mem-
ber of the supreme bench of that
state. Grubb practiced law here
years ago, and was regarded as a
young lawyer of some promise; all
will be pleased to learn of his ad-
vancement in his profession to a
point that warranted the Silver
Republicans of that mountain state
to nominate him for the supreme

bench.

The oldtime friends of George,

COMMODORE W. S, SCHLEY.

Collection
is now Complete.

The Entire Series of UNCLE
SAM’S PORTFOLIOS, consisting
of Twelve Numbers, 1s now com-
plete and may be had mn whole
or part at THE TRIBUNE office
at Ten Cents a Number or ONE
DOLLAR for theglntire Series.

e e

Interesting
and Desirable.
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EDMIRAL W. T. SAMPSON.




