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THE KING WHOSE SCEPTER IS A
HOLLY BRANCH.

| oner's couch, the 3and that shaded the

layap touched him on the shoulder, and

| AcconrpinG to statistics recently

' n sweet and silvery voice—a woman’s published by the ecensns bureau

| voice—asked him, “Do you want eat?”

The young Pole, awakened suddenly
by the glare of the lamp, by the tonch

i and words of the female, rose up on his

How &t Nicholas Becamo the Santa €zus |

of Todny—Christmus as It Is Celebrated
North and Sonih—An 0ld Plentaiion
Neene,

‘py right, 1882,

HEREVER it oc-
curs, Christmas
is king of the
holidays. In the
p. northern home-
= stead, on the
; southern planta-

*the sea in ships,”
and among the people of all civilized
lands, it is the one season of the year
marked by a reign of hospitality, merri-
ment and open heartedness. It recalls
to the old the pleasures of youth, and
transporis many an absent one back to
his own {ireside and quiet home.

In the early annals of New York city,
when it was Nien Amsterdam and the
sturdy Stuyvesant was commander in
chief; when our now crowded Broadway
was below Wall street and known only
as plain Heere straat; when our business
throttled Muaiden lane was T'maagde
paatje—"The Maiden’s Path"—where
the red cheeked Dutch girls went to
hang their clothes; when the meat mar-
ket was on Bowling Green, and the pres-
ent City Hall park a publie pasture ont-
side the city wall, the 24th and 25th of
Degcember were dedicated to St, Nich-
olas, the patron saint of the colony. It
was his image that constituted the fig-
urehead of the ship that brought the
first Dutch emigrants to this shore. It
was he who gave his name to the first
church within the walls, and whose ben-
isons were most solemnly invoked in the
hour of trouble by all Dutchmen on land
and sea.

To the Dutch boys and girls St. Nich-
olas was a jolly, white bearded, little,
old man, smoking his long stemmed
pipe, and in their fancies driving
through the air over town and country,
oceans and deserts, sending through
space the sharpest of whistles to the
wonderfol reindeer team that carried
the wonderful sleigh. These little
Knickerbockers have passed away for-
ever, but the children of today still keep
up the devotion of the children of 1650
for St. Nicholas, only they nmow eall
him Santa Claus, He isthe same friend,
the same little, low built, chubby,
merry, mysterious ancient who loves
children of all ages and all countries.

The mauner in which his coming is
celebrated differsaccording to the habits
and associations of the people. In the
great cities and the country towns, for
days and weeks beforehand, the markets
and stores, the streets and avenues pro-
claim the approach of the fete. The
whole community abandons itself to for-
aging expeditions. Bundles and baskets
are everywhere—on men’s shoulders and
in their hands, in wagons and coaches,
filling the aisles of street cars and trun-

{ling through the highways in wheel-
varrows, Women and children, hus-
bands, bachelors and sweethearts strog-
gla beneath their weight. There are
gifts for boy: and girls, presents for
men and vromen, and heaps of presents
for grandfathers and grandmothers.
“0ld Scrooge” is there, crowding pater-
familias in his endeavor to buy the big-
gest turkey and make amends for his
meanness to his bookkeeper during the
year, while materfamilias declares to
herself that her Christmas shall be the
handsomest among all the neighbors.

Now comes Christmas eve—the fairy
time of the little ones. And who shall
describe 11? The old mantel, with its
row of stockings, large and small; the
expectant looks of the youngsters as
they linger around the fireplace won-
dering what Santa Claus will bring; the
creeping into bed and listening, while
the grown folks are making merry over
their eggnog and mnulled cider, for any
sign of the coming of the old gentleman
down the chimney; then, when the
house is still, the mysterions movements
of the happy parents as they produce
the Christmas gifts from their hiding
places and tie them up in the most pro-
voking knots; the commotion in the
house long before dawn when the chil-
dren bounce from their beds to see what
the King has sent them; the chorus of
chuckles and gabble of delight as they
gather around the bedside of the sleepy
father and mother and arouse every one
in the house to display the liberality of
the God of gifts—who shall, who can
tell the story of such a happy time?

By and by the bells in the steeples call
the good peopleall to church and chapel,
and away they go, flocking through the
streets in their best clofhes and with
their gayest faces. Closed stores and a
general cessation from labor give a Sab-
bath sanctity and reserve tothe day out-
gide, very different from the Christmas
echoes of the night before. A little later
we are seated at the Christmas dinner,
each one nervously impatient to attack
the heaped up viands. The turkeys and

couch and with eyes only half opened

gaid in German, *“What do you want?”
“Give the man gomething to eat at

once,” gaid Castanos, when he heard the

result of the first experiment, “‘and let |

Iim go. Heis not a Frenchman. How
could he have been so far master of him-

| gelf? The thing is impossible.”

But though Leckinski was supplied

| with food he was detained a prisoner,

| The next worning he was taken toaspot |
[ where he conld see the mutilated corpse :

]

geese and chickens that caused such a |

ng of baskets on Christmas eve are
set out stuffed in turn upon the tables,
and scon after lots of little boys and
girls are in the same condition.

The feast ended, other pleasures fol-
low. The old folks gather around the
big fireplace to enjoy the outpouring of
good feeling and honest interchange of
sffectionate attachment which abound
at this season. The young people betake
themselves to the frolics of a sleigh
ride, while the children repair perhaps
to the neighboring hills and ponds to
try the new sleds and skates. This is
the Christmas of the average home cir-;
cle throughout the north and west. :

The Christmas of the rich is also a
falryland in which for one day at least)
nothing save the spiritof Kris Kringle|
paters the voluptuous heaven with ‘its.

ment 0f gas jefs, ita carpeted floor,

gorgeous Christ-
mas tree, all aflame with lightand color,
where are gathered a fashionable throng

of the Frenchman, who had been cruel- | !
tion, among those | 1y massacred by the peasantry of Truxil- | Bill as a novel showman.
who go down to | 10, and he was threatened with thesame | |on<cd Duffalo Bill's old

death. But the noble youth had prom-
ised not to fail, and not a word, not an
accent, not a gesture or look betrayed
him,

Leckinski, when taken back to bis
prison, hailed it with a sort of joy. For
twelve hours he had had nothing but
gibbets and death in its most horrid
forms before his eyes—exhibited to him
by men with the looks and the passions
of demons. He slept, however, after the
harrassing excitement of the day, and
soundly, too, when in the midst of his
deep and deathlike slumbers the dooz
opened gently, some one drew near hia
couch, and the same voice whispered iy
his ear:

“*‘Arise and come with me. We wish
to save your life. Your horse is ready.”

And the .brave young man, hastily
awakened by the words, “We wish to
save your life; come,” answered still in
German, “What do you want?"

Castanos, when he heard of this experi-
ment and its result, said the Russian
was a noble young man; he saw the true
state of the case.

The next morning early four men
came to take him before a sort of court
martial, composed of officers of Castanos'
staff. During the walk they uttered the
most horrible threats against him, but
true to his determination he pretended
not to understand them.

When he came before his judges ho
seemed %o gather what was going on
from the arrangements of the tribunal
and not from whathe heard said around
him, and he asked in German where his
interpreter was?! He was sent for, and
the examination commenced.

It turned at first npon the motive of
his journey from Madrid to Lisbon. He
answered by showing his dispatches to
Admiral Siniavin and his passport.
Spite of the presence and the vehement
assertions of the peasant, he persisted in
the same story and did not contradict
himself once.

“Ask him,” said the presiding officer
at last, *“if he loves the Spaniards, as he
is not a Frenchman?”’

“Certainly,” said Leckinski, *‘1 like
the Spanish nation, and I esteem it for
its noble character. I wish our two na-
tions were friends.”

“Colonel,” said the interpreter to the
president, ‘‘the prisoner says that he
hates us because we make war like ban-
ditti; that he despises us, and that his
only regret is that he cannot unite the
whole nation in one man, to end this
odious war at a single blow.”

While hé& was saying this, the eyes of
the whole tribunal were attentively
watching the slightest movement of the
prisoner’s countenance, in order to see
what effect the interpreter's treachery
would have upon him. But Leckinski
had expected to be put to the testin
some way, and was determined to baf-
fle all their attempts.

““*Gentlemen,"” said Castanos, *‘it seems
to me that this young man cannot be
suspected; the peasant must be deceived.
The prisoner may pursue his journey,
and when he reflects,on the hazard of
our position he will find the severity
we have been obliged to use excusable.”

Leckinski’'s arms and dispatches were
returned, he received a free pass, and
thus this noble youth came victorious
out of the severest trial that the human
spirit can be put to.—H. K. in New
York News.

Peculiarities of Nervous Women.

Says a physician who is a specialist in
nervous diseases: ‘‘The vagaries of nerv-
ous women would fill a volnome. I have,
however, a profound respect for their
gincerity and a deep sympathy with
their victims. One of my patients, a
fine looking woman, with a splendid
physique, is reduced to a condition bor-
dering on insanity by a high wind. If
she is out in it her misery is heightened.
She says she has a dazed, confused feel-
ing that amounts to bewilderment, and
she feels as if any moment she would
lose her hold on reason and sense.

“ Another of my patients cannotendure
to hear toast crunched between the teeth
of another person. She can eat it her-
self, but has to leave the table if another
does, so great is her distress. In other
respects she is a woman of strong char-
acter. It would be interesting to trace
the origin of such apparently causeless
conditions,”—New York Times.

The Zither.

The gither is a stringed instrument
which has not as vet a very great follow-
ing in New York. It has the sweetness
of the guitar and mandolin, with the
depth and richness of the harp. In the
hands of an expert performer, who thor-
oughly understands the scope of the in-
strument, no music can be more deli-
cious. It is somewhat difficult to learn,
is played with both hands, a shield being
worn on the thumb of the right hand,
and has from thirty-one to forty-four
strings.—New York Press.

Fine Clothes.
“The soil of California is so fraitful,”

:| said a native of the Golden State, “‘that

a man who accidentally dropped a box
of matches in his field discovered the
next year a fine forest of telegraph poles.”
“That's nothing to my state,” said a
native of Illinois. “A cousin of mine
who lives there lost a button off his
jacket and in lees than amonth he found
a brand new suit of clothes hangingon a
fence pear the spot.”—Texas Siftings.

|the proportion of owned farms in
Howa is T0.43 per cent.  Among

cumbrance, aund thirty-seven are

| .
i hire the farms.

(  Pavrn BoyNrToN
Europe. He has been in New
'York City for three weeks arrang-
ing matters so that he may become
of Dnifalo

He has
quarters
in arl’s court, and next May will

tthe worthy successor

begin  an  exhibition ealled the
s World's Water show. He pro-

ers of America, from the Missis-
sippi down, and to exnibit every
kind of boat afloat from an Indian
canoe up. He will give a parade
on the Thames with a hundred
men and women walking on water
shoes, playing ball as chey float
np and down the river. He will
bring from America Indians for
the canoes and whole families of
niggers with the flat bottomed
boats of the southern bayous. He
will give old fashioned elam bakes
on the grounds, something never
heard of on this side of the ocean
and will introduce every form of
aquatic sport known.

Tue Arab’s proverb dbout let-
ting a camel put his nose through
the teut door to warm it, is 1illus-
tratecd by the Woman’s Annex at
Harvard. That venerable institu-
tion has at least been foreed to ad-
mit the ludicrousness of the “An-
nex’ and as it dares not turn the
young women out it has concluded
to let them entirely in ou the same
basis as the male under-graduates.
This is eminently sensible. But
the tout ens=mble of the affair is
marred by the ramor that the con-
dition of letting these women in is
$250,000, which they have under-
taken to raise for the endowing
still further that insatiable univer-
sity. O course that would be
bribery and corruption anywhere
outside the suburbs of Boston,—
Journal.

THE suggertions that the inter-
state commerce law has wholly
abolished instead of amended,
and that a new start be taken from
the bottom is not a bad one. If
the recent decision of Judge
Gresham is to be regarded as a
final termination that commission
has no judicial funetions aud can-
not invoke the pewer of the courts
to enforce its extra-judicial funec-
tions, then it is evident that a
court with special jurisdiction in
suzh matters and comprising a
part of the judicial branch of the
government, is the thing that is
needed to restriet railroad combi-
naticn and extortion. With effec-
tive and judicious laws regarding
to transportation and a coart fully
empowered to enforce such laws
the interest of the people would
find protection. The public is
thoroughly tired of fruitless efforts
to enforce the present law and
would like to see a mnew deal
all around.—Bee.

ON beginning its career the
oyster is so small that two million
oysters would only oceupy a square
inch. In six months each individ-
ual oyster is large enough to cover
a nickle and in twelve mounths a
quarter. The oyster is its own
architect and the shell grows as
the fish inside grows, being never
to small. It also bears its age
upon its back, for on its shell are
suceessive layers overlapping one
another, technically;termed*‘shots”
and each one marks a years growth.
By counting them the age of the
oyster can be determined. Up to
the time of its maturity—that is
when four years of age—the shots
are regular and successive: but
after that time they become nrreg-
ular and are piled one upon anoth-
er, so that the shell becomes bulky
and thickened. [Fossil oysters
have been seen of which each shell
was nine inches thick, whence

years old. One to two million
oysters are produced from asingle
parent and their scarcity is ac-
counted for by the fact that man
is not the only oyster eating ani-
mal. The starfish loves the oyster
and preys upon it unceasingly.
A variety of whelk is also very
fond of young oysters, to get at
which it bores right throngh the
shell and sucks the fish up through
the hole thus made.

| . . ™
‘ three farms are owned free of en-|
1

Pmortgsged, while thirty families
= * + | 1. cy X f
Nebragksa, and Judge Crounse 1s|

has satled for|

poses to represent all the big riv- |

they may be judged to be 900!

i

]u\-'m‘_v one hundred families, thirty- |

|

'nor-cleet Crounse.

}

Pror. W. E. Axprews, who!
made such a gallant and brilliant |
ficht in the congressional race of
the Sixth distriet, has received and |
accepted the position of pri\'ntul
secretary at the hands of Gover-|
t Prof. .—\:uit'-"\\.-;!
is one of the rising republicans of |

o be congratulated on his first ap- |
[milllm:"ut.- -Bee. !

Tue ecity of Lincoln is well |
pleased to net as host to the Ne-
braska Stute Teacher’s assoeciation,
which began its annual session at
the University Tuesday evening.
Everything that we have is at the
disposal of this useful and tourish-
Onr edueation-
have

|
|
|

ing orgavization.
al  institutions especially
open doors and a warm welcome
for the visitors. The Journal
wishes them a pieasant meeting on
the social side, and a profitable
gession in all that makes for the
strengthening and upbuilding of
the educational interests of the
state.—Jouarnal.

WaerHER President Harrison
intends, like his jwodeoor, to
embody the results of his experi-
ence n an extension of the eivil
service rules before he goes out of
office is not yet apparent, but the
outery of the democratic
sounds as if there may be a proba-
hilit}' of 1t. “‘11)‘ not? If ecivil
serviee is good for one set of gov-
ernment einirluyvs who knows but
it may be just as good for another
set. There is nothing like going
aliead when you have a good thing
Grover extended it to the railway
postal clerks just before he passed
off the stage four years ago, and
the president is thinking extend-
ing it to fourth class postmasters.
There are only S80.000 of them,
and it is a tolerable safe experi-
ment when the service has been
put in such excellent conditions by
Mr. Wanamaker.—Journal.
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Children Cry for Pitcher's Castoria.

Dr. Hathaway,

(Regular Graduate.)
The Leading Specialist of the United States
in His Line,

Private, Blood, Skin and Nervous Diseases.
FOREG Young and
GRS R Middle Aged
LIS T Men: Remark-
able results have
followed my
ireatment. Many
YEARS of var-
ied and success-
ful EXPERI-
ENCE in the use
of curative meth-
ods that ¥ alone
own and contrel
or all disorders
MEN, who
ve weak or un-
eveleped or dis-
ased organs. or
whoaresuffering
rom errors of
outh and excess
5 or who are nerv-
pe X ous and IMPO-
TENT, the scorn of their feilows and the con-
tcmpt of friends and companions, leads me to
GUARANTEL to all patients, if they can pos-
sihly be RESTORED, MY OWN EXCLUSIVE

TREATMENT will AFFORD A CURE

PFTREMEMBER, that there is hope for
YOU. Consult no other, as you may WASTE
VALUABLE TIME. Obtain my trecatment at

once.

Female Disoages cured at home without in-
strumenis; a wonderful treatment.

Catarrh, and Diseases of the Skin, Blood,
Heart, Liver and Kidoeys.

ssyphills, The most rapid, safe and effective
treatment A complete cure guaranteed.

Skin Diseases of all kinds cured where many
others have failed.

Unnatural Discharges promptly curedina
few days. Quick, sure and safe. includes
Gleet and Gonorrheea.

MY METHODS.

1. F'ree consultation at the office or by mail

2 Thorough examination and careful diagnosis.

8 That each Futlent treated gets the advantage
of special study and experience, and a
specialty i8 made of his or her disease.

4 Moderate charges and easy terms of payment.

A home treatment can be given in a majority
of cases.

Send for Symptom Blank No. 1 for Men.

No. 2 for Women.

No. 8for Skin Diseases.

Send 10c for 84-page Reference Book for Men
and Women.

All correspondence answered promptly. Bus-
iness strictly confidential. Entire treatment
sentfreefromobservation. Refertobanksin St
Joseph and business men. Addressor call on

. J- Nl HATHAWAY' Ml Dl'
Corner 6th and Edwend Sts., St. Joseph, M:

25°50°8912 ) =

Cures Consumption, Coughs, Croup, Sore
Throat. Sold by all Druggists on a Guarantee,
For 2 Lame Side, k or Chest Shiloh's Porous
Plaster will give great satisfaction,—25 cents.

SHILOH’S VITALIZER.
Mrs. T. 8. Hawkins, Chattanooga, Tenn., says:
“ Shiloh's Vitalizer *‘SAVED MY LIFE. I
comsider it the best remedy for adebilitatedsystem
I ever used.” For Il):;.'npegsia, Liver or Kidney
trouble it excels. Price 76 cis.

SH ILO H’Sé}CATA RRH
REMEDY.
el

QURIFIES
S R &
CURES CONSTIPATION B
iINDIGESTIONDIZZINESSK
RUpTIONS.ON.THE, SKIN-
BeautiFie s CompPr EXION.
J. FOR ACQ:E IT WIL =

It is an agrecabls Laxative for the Bowels;
can be made into &T'ea for use in ope minute.

AT TS

Castoria is Dr. Samuel Pitcher’s prescription for Infants
and Children. It contains neither Opium, Morphine nor
other Narcotic substance, It is a harmless substitute
for Paregoric, Drops, Soothing Syrups, and Castor Oil
It is Pleasant. Its guarantee is thirty years’ use by
Millions of Mothers, Castoriadestroys Worms and allays
feverishness. Castoria prevents vomiting Sour Curd,
cures Diarrhocea and Wind Colic. Castoria relieves
teething troubles, cures constipation and flatulency.
Castoria assimilates the food, regulates the stomach
and bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep. Case
toria is the Children’s Panacea—the Mother’s Friend.

Castoria.

# Castorla Is an excellent medicine for chil-
dren. Mothers have repeatedly told mae of ita

Castoria.
“ Castorin is so well adapted to children thas
I recommend it as superior toany prescription

good effect upon their children." known to me.”
Dr. G. C. Oscoop, H. A, Anonze, M. D.,
Lowell, Mass. 111 SBo. Oxford St., Brookiyn, N. Y.

“ Our physicians in the children's depart-
ment have spoken highly of their experl-
ence In their outside practice with Castoris,
and althongh we only have among our
medical supplles what is known as regular
producs, yet we are free to confess that the
merity of Castoria has won us to look with

* Castoria fs the best remedy for children of
which I am acquainted. Ihope the day {s not
far distant when mothers will consider the real
Interest of their children, and use Castoria in-
stead of the variousquack nostrums which are
destroying their loved ones, by forcing oplum,
morphine, southing syrup and other hurtful

ageuts down their throats, thereby sending | favor upon it."
them to premature graves." Unrtep HosPrTAL axD DisPENSARY,
Dz. J. F. KINCEELOE, Boston, Mass.

Conway, Ark. | Arrey O. Surrm, Pres.,
The Centanr Company, Tl Murray Street, New York City.

GEO. J. BURGESS,

Dealer in All Kinds of First-Class

Implements and Machinery

Wagons, Road Carts, Buggies.

A Square Deal. The Best are the Cheapest.
COME AND SEE ME.

Yard West of First National Bank, McCOOK, NEB.

C. M. NOBLLE

IS MOST DECIDEDLY IN THE

HOLIDAY TRADE

AND WITH THE RICHEST STOCK

¢ S6EN 10 Southwestern Nep

SUCH AN ELEGANT LINE OF

ASSWARLE

CHINA GOODS

IS RARELY TO0 BE FOUND

side of The Largest CIiies.

Call and Inspect His plendid Stock
Before Making Xmas Purchases.

F

Prioca 25¢., ffe. Tn QEI.M) e [;nq
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