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Ed Wickham
Found Dead
in His Home

Millionaire Found Hanging
From Beam in Basement by
Brother and Police
Chief.

Ends Three-Day Search

The body of E. A. Wickham, Coun.
cil Bluffs millionaire contractor, was
found hanging from a beam in the

hasement of his own palatial home in
Councll Bluffs at 11:30 p. m, Wednes-
day.

He had Langed himself by a small
clothesline in & seldom used room,
which had usually been Kept lecked,
e bad locked the door from the in
ride to prevent Interference,

The body was found by his brother,
Leo Wickham,
¢, Shafer during a second search of
the house made at the urging of
LeWSpDAPer men.

The discovery which ended a na-
tion-wide gearch for the missing mil-
Honalre was the outgrowth of a casu-
al conversation. Leo Wickham, who
had been in Chieago at the time the
house was first searched, was dis-
cussing his brother's disappearance
with police and newspapermen at the
polica station,

Second Search Urged.

Discussion turned to the fact that
ue one had seen Wickham leave his
home after he entered it at 6 p. m.
Monday, Newspapermen urged Leo
Wickham to make a second search.

Mr. Wickham went to his brother's
home and asked Nell Wickham, the
dead man's sister, If the house had
been thoroughly searched,

“Every inch,” she replied. "except
the motion picture room, and it's al
waya kept locked.”

Still unconvinced,
2an a new gearch. When they
reached the basement they came to
the locked door of the motion ple
ture room, which had been fitted up
for the amusement of Bernard Wick.
ham, the dead man's 15-year-old son.

Bernard was sent for a key to the
room, and when it was trled ILes
Wickharm roIQmat the “our was

Leo Wickham be

locked from Phe inside.

Feeling surh that the search was
Mr. Wickham sent Bernard
Nell Wickham upstalrs, and
d Capt, J. . Shafer. When
arbtived they battered in the

. Loat Neatly Folded,
T8 room they found the
ng from the peam, One
Hghtly on the Lox which
e had mounted to adjust the rope
*the beam. ‘After adjusting the
nonse about his neck, Mr. Wickham
il =tepped from the box,
= The knot by which the rope fas
fustened to the jolst was Immediately
below the beam, apparently as high
ng Mr. Wickham cquid reach,

On a small table in the room lay
the, dead man's topcoat, neatly fold-
ed. Jt was the coat whigh he was
wearing when last seen alive, when he
left Eugene Bulllvan, foreman, at 6
p. m. Monday, after a walk together.

Coroner L. Henry Cutler was called
and he removed the body to the Beem-
Belford mortuary. He said no inguest
would be hekd, He said Mr, Wickham
tad apparently been dead since Mon
day.

This statement positlvely refuted
the declaration of Omahans that they
had seen the missing millionalre in
Omaha Monday night, and the reports
that he had been seen In Fremont
Tuesday.

Failing Health Blamed,

Relatives of Mr. Wickham attrib
uted his sulelde to his falling health
e had euffered both mentally and
physleally under the stralns of busl
nees and finance and for months had
Leen a virtual invalld under the care
of speclal attendgnts in sanitariums
and at his home.

The shock of the death of his wife
Ia belleved to have been the direct
cause of his act, Mre. Wickham died
a8 the result of injuries recelved in
an automobile crash Christmas eve.
in which her husband's specir]l nurse,
Morence Brodahl, was killed,

Funeral services will he held at 9
a. m. Saturday at 8t, Francls chureh,
when Monsignor ¥. I'. McManus of
Councll Bluffs will celebrate requlemrn
masg, A number of dignitarles of
Catholle churches from outside Coun-
ofl Bluffs will assist in the cereargony.
Iturial will be Iin 8t. Joseph cemetery,
besida the body of his wife,

It was considered certain that the
services would be held In St, Francis
vhurch, which was erected largely by
comtributions from 1. A, Wickham's
[ather, James, and hils uncle, Owen,
The church was recently redecovated
at Mr. Wickham's expense,

Close friends of Mr, Wickham, fa-
willlar with his financial affaire, sald
Thursday that his estate would proba-
b1y be more than £1,000,000,

His attorney, John P, Organ, and
yelntives sald Thursday that no will
Jiis been found as yet, and that they
did not know whether or not he had

(Turn to Page Three, Column Twa.)

We Have —
With Us
Today

W. B. Stewart,
Gravity, In.,
Merchant,

Mr., Stewart eomes fram s clty of
Foo persong and Is in Omaha buying
his spring merchandize, He says con
ditlons In Towa for the last few
months “have not heen the worst.”

In the little eclty whera he s lo-
eated his general merchandise siore
did a business In 1924 of mare than
$30,000,

i i g

Lo

and Police Captain JJ

Kick of Mule Is
Fatal to
Man

Specinl Dispateh to The Omaha Bee,
Beatrice, Neb., March 12.—Gus
Baumfalk, who was kicked in the

stomach by a mule Monday evening
while dolng the chores at his home

near Holmesville, Neb,, dled at a
hospital here today,
After vecelving lis  Injuries,

Bawmfaik crawled to hix house and
plivned 1he nelghbors for help. An
operation waa performed In the
hope of saxing hile lfe, but of no
avall, Baumfalk was 27 Yyears of
age and single. His father, three
brothers and three sisters syrvive.

Death of Vietim
Elated Griffith,

Physician Says
“Never lelt Better in My
Life,” Slayer Suspect Re-
.  ported to Have
Declared.
Kimball, Neb, March 12.—With

neither the state nor defensa allow-
ing the minutest detall to escape un-
notlced, prosecution Witnes:es in the
trial of E. L. Griffith on charges of
murder in connection with the death

of Jerry Mfdrell in the honie of the
latter hiere, February 2, underwent a
vigorous examination end. cross.ex-
amination at today's court sesslon
When ecourt adjourned until tomor:
row, seven witnessea had taken the
stand,

Sherlff Swanson, among the first
to b “called fo the stand, told of the
arrest of Griffith and of the defend-
ant remarking, "1 have just shot
Mandrell and Mre, Griffith, and 1
hope T did a good job of 1t.”

Mys, Mandrell, wife of the slain
man, told of Griffith and hils wife
entering her home, and sald that Grif-
fith opened fire ¢n her husband Im-
mediately,

One Iw. Miller, who was sum-

mgned following the shooting, testi-
fled that Griffith had asked him it
Mandrell was dead, and upon being
told that he was, replied: “Fine; 1
never felt better in my life."”” Dr, Mil
ler also stated that Griffith appeared
to be in a normal state of mind when
he reached the scene, and that the
defendant was getting msupper when
he went to attend Mrs. Griffith, also
wounded by bullets from Griffith's
gun,
All wiinesses were severely cross-
Dons ¢ but
m thelr direct
testimony. i

Griftith and his wife are expected
to be the principal defense witnesses
when that =ide of the case Is opened.

MARRIAGE CLERK
KILLED IN FALL

New York, March 12.—Thomas J.
McCabe, deputy county clerk, in
charge of the warriage license bureau
in the Bronx, was killed late today
when he elther fell or jumped before
an elevated train of the Third Ave-
nue line, MeCabe was to have ap-
peared as a witness before the Bronx
grand jury tomorrpw in connection
with the Investigation into the al-
leged jssuance of marriage lcenses to
minors, .

Supreme Court Justice Tlerney,
who ordered the marriage license bu-
reau Investigation, sald that the In-
quiry- had not heen directed at Me-
Cabe, but was rather a general in-
vestigation of the under-age mar-
riage situation in the Bronx.

NEW EUTHANASIA
CASE IN ENGLAND

By HAYDEN TALBOT,

U niversal Service Stalf Correspondent.

London, March 12,1 did it te put
him out of his misery,” declared Flor-
ence Ada Bteel, a spinster aged' 30,
®uens she was charged in Jondon
todag with attempting to murder her
brother, Clarence, 24, who was blind
from birth and said to be an eplleptic,

This Is the second “euthanasia
case’”” In KEngland in the last few
weéeks following the release in FParis
of the woman who shot and killed her
dying lover to relleve him from his
Agony.

Miss Rteel wgs remanded and, ow-
ing to her physieal condition, way
taken to prison a cab, »

COMPROMME IN
S TRADE

PO

{ the

Tangled

Judge Adjourns Court to Give
Lawyers Chance to Smooth
Out of
Technicalities.

“Pivotal Point” Is Out

By The Awsocinted I’r‘rn.

Cheyenne, Wyo., March 12.—Hitting
tha high spots for the first time since
the tria] began, attorneys In the Tea-
pot Dome lease annulment case to-
day brought out the *‘pivotal polnt”
in the litigation and wound up
in such a of
Jections, technicalities and contentions
that Judgé Kennedy abruptly ad-
fourned court in the middls of the
afternoon in order 1o give govern:
ment lawyers time to get a fresh
start.

The
these:

The question of admitting hank aec-
count records of Albert B, Fall,
termer secrelary of the interlor, who
leased Teapot Dome to Harry F. Sin-
clalr's Mammoth Ol  ecBpany, to
show in exchange of l.pmrt:: hgnils
between Sinclalr and Fajl was t¥ken
under advisement by Federal Judge
T. Blake Kennedy,
First Objection,

J. W, Lacey of defense counse! ob-
jected 1o the testimony of A, J. Con-
way, uvashier of the federal reserve
bran- h Lank of Denver, on the
ground that it was “double heargay"”
because Conway himself did not
actually make the records to which
he was testifying. "The ¢hjectipn took
government counsel by surprise when
Lacey declared he could quote suf-
ficlent legal authority to show Con-
way's testimony was Incompetent.
When Owen J. Roberts of govern-
ment counsel told the court he was
not yet prepared to cite his authority
for s6 conducting the examination of
Conway, Judge Kennedy ordered an
adjournment until tomorrow to allow
the government to prepare i{is argu-
ment sustaining the calling of the
Denver witness,

Lacey declared government counsel
was asking Conway to answer ques
tlons he did not know about, and that
such testhimony was “double hear
say." He originally had objected to
the introduction of Imuk records of
Fall's  deposits as  inadmissible, on
tha upro.uggi that they had no con-
nection with the defendant in the)
casea and that they would not be
cvlagsified am direct evidence. His
gocond  objectlon was that Conway
was testifying to records made hy
other persons than himself and that

Snarls

then

nnsa tangle 0l

principal developmentis were

he, therefore, had no personal knowl-
«lge as to thelr actual connection
with Fall or any other person in-

volved in the case,
Deciston Reserved,

Roberts had told the court earlier
In the day that he was questioning
Conway and employes nf other ba
where TFall's transactions were r
corded, that he was attempting mere-
Iy to i{dentify the process of routine
through which Liberty bonds and
coupons passed, and that he would
later cite his authority for such, It
was then that Judge Kennedy re-
aerved decision on the question of ad-
mitting bank recordes of Fall In the
cAase, upon which the government
hinges its attempt to prove that bonds
from Sinclalr eventually found their
wayv to the credit of Fall,

l.. €. Dunbar, cashier,
Gonzales, an employe of
Natlonal bank of El Paso, Tex., and
Harland J. Smith, cashier of the
First National bank of Pueblo, Colo.,
identified accounts of Fall and the
Tres Ritos Land and Cattle company,
in which Pall is interested, and Liber-
ty bond coupons slleged to have heen
caghad by Fall. This testimony was
taken, subject to helng stricken, on
the objsction of defense couneel
Judge Kennedy hans the oblection un-
der advisement, Evidence was taken
in this way In an attempt to trace
from Fall back to Sinclgir the Liberty
bonds Involved, which ‘are sald to to-
tal approximately $30,000.

' Start Again Today.

Before the case proceeds further
the court will awalt the argument of
gdVgrnment counsel on ft«* authority
dfor procesding with testlimony of
bhank officials and’ employes, and the
Leompatency of bank officlals to testl
fy regarding Bank rvecords made by
ather émploves, Lacey told the court
Inte todny ‘thit he was ready to ar
Kue sagainst lp- ndmisfon of such

and J. E.
the First

Lease Case

TI‘ lal ()f o n* ﬂi’\es May Be Darned Old Fool.”

Sav:s Counsel. “But in No Conspiracy”

Trial of New York Millionaire on Charge of ‘Defaming
Character of Pretty Young Wife, Will Be Brought to

Close Early on Friday Afternoon.

Chicago, March 12.—The trial of Stokes was n darned old fool, but
W. K. 1) Stokes, T3-yearold New you eian't say there was evidence
York millionaire, amd Robert F. of eriminal w-ru«-&hm‘_ " sald Rath-
IL.ee, Chleago negro, charged with bun, o &peech thAt bronght the red
consplracy (o defime Mrs, Ilelen to Stokes' foce as be shifted in his
Elwood Stokes, will end tomorrow chalr,
afternoon shortly after 2, The spectators broke into qulekly

At the end of u full day of argu- | stifled appls se as Ruthbun pointed

ments to the jury today, the atter- to Mrs, Stokes and shouted:
neys agreed with Judge W, N, “She 18 here trying to conviet her
Gemmill on precedure which will | husband, the father of her children,
place the case in the jury's hands | to el vindlcation,

“1f it 18 wvindicatlon she wanis,

shortly after the opening of tomor-
row afternoon's session. €. F.
Rathbun, counsel for Stokes, ad-
dressed the jury three and one-half
hours today after Milton D, Smith,
aasistant state’'s ~ attorney, had

I'll give it to her now, 1 don’t be-
lleve she ever waus a member of the
Everlelgh c¢lub, or that she was an
assoclate of colored men.”

It was his investigation of reports

ended a conviction plea of the same | to him that his wife formerly was
lenuth Tomorrow  Rathbun st known in the long-suppressed club
concliude hig argument hy 11 a. m., | Which Jed to the Indictment of
after which W, W. Smith, assistant Stokes and l.ee,

The burden of Rathbun’s plea for

wnte's atforney, will be given ap-
proximately one hour and a half to | the acquiptal of His two clients
close for the prosecution. was:
Judge Must Explain. “If Stokes and his agents \\'ﬂ‘r‘l’.

After the luncheon recess Judge honestly  trying 1o discover the
(remmill will read his charge to the truth, they were [nnocent of any
jury. He wounld not indleate the | Wrung-doing.”
time mnecessary for that, but indl- Stokes Is Sued.
cated It would not be unusually He also asserted’that it was Mys,
long. Stokee’ pgents who made public the

The court, in addition to the usual
cltations of the law, has two diffi-
cult problema to axplain to the jury,
the permission to Mrs, Stokes to
testlfy and hls statement in open
court that he thought the prosecn-
tlon had committed a reversible
error in asking the aged defendant
unsupported accusatory questions,

After M. Smith had coneluded

fnformation the aged defendant ob-
tained, and that he never had pub-
tlished or announced any of it,

1 Stokes this afternoon was made
$defendant in a civil suit filed by
Joa Bruner, taxicab -i‘ri\'el', who in
the conspiracy trial testifled that he
plloted the aged millionaire through
the "i‘! l"""U'il‘tt"I dl-“l]“il‘l in search

D, of information against Mrs, Stokes.

hig arraignment of Stokes as a dol- The suit wus for £2,950 for “serv-
lar markedggotopus with long ten- | .. pendered.” Stokes was seryed
tacles whinlfl reached Into the old | «jip potice of the suit as he en-

of Chicago and else-
rty up’’ his wife in an
ter up a divorce suit,

underworld
where to *
effort to t

teredd the criminal court. His valu-
ables at the hotel where hie is wtay-
ing also were attached pending de-

Rathbun inted hls client as an | . isjon of the Bruner case,

“old.man dbsessed by one idea, that Another sidelight to the Stokes
his wife * had done something | cppminal trial was seen in the re
wrong,” and who lewally and with- lease from the psycopathic hospital

out rﬁ.-.lli_ ous intent sought to get

the stra t of the matter,
“Darned - Old Fool."

%, “There may he a lot of evidence

fn this case shat will make you say

Rock Island Has
Strategic Place

(I ———

Road Fortifies
Obtaining C
ton Belt,

New York, March ‘l!.‘.—lfe-mvnrlnx
from thelr surprise over the acquisi
tion of the 8t. Louis-Southwestern
rallway by Rock Island Interests,
bankers and rallrcad men today he-
gan to concelve the transactlon as
another step in the development of a
vast southwestern railroad system of

today of Robert 1. Corbict, Chicago
printer. He posed as a world-fa-
mous detective and recently tried to
obtain $1,000 from Mrs. Stokes for

work he sald he had done for her.

Large Utilities

Merger Completed

Electric Light and Power Cor-

poration Organized Under
e Llﬂtﬂaine.

New York, March 12.—Incorpora
tlon of the Electric Powar and Light
corporation under tha laws of Malne
to take over the assets of the TU'tyh
Securitiea corporation, as well nas
the common stocks and.certain other
securities that are now owned Ly the
Electric Bond and share company of

more than 20,000 miles, headed by|the New Orleans Public Service in-
the Southern Pacifle, crease, the Dallas Power and Light

The Hock Island, according to Wall| company, the Dallas Rallway com-
street's bellef, has fortified its strate.|pany, the Texas Interurban Raliway,

and the Power Becurities corporation,
the last named company owning the
common stock and certain other me.
curities of the Idaho Power company,
was announced here tonight.

The new company will have an
authorized capital stock consisting of
00,000 sharem of cumulative §7 per
share voting preferred stock, 120,000
shares of cumulative $7 per share
non-voling second preferred stock
and 2,400,000 ahares of common
stock, all without par value

The companies whose squ.ties will
be held by the new company supply
public utility service in 253 commun-
ities, Including the cliles of New Or
leane, la.; Dallas, Tex: Salt Lake
City, Utah, and Ogden, Utah; Duran-
go and Montrose, Col., and Boise and
Pocatello and Idaho Falls, 1daho. The
eélectrie tranamission lines owned and
operated aggregnted 3,541 miles and

gic position by obtainlng econtrel eof
dhe “Cotton Helt” lines, which pro-
vide Important traffic connections at
Fort Worth, Shreveport, Memphia
and St. Louis, The addition of the
“Cotton Belt's” 1,700 mlles of tracin
it was sald, would not prevent® the
Rock Island's eventual incluslon in
the Southern Pacific system, as sug-
gested by the intersiate commerce
eommissinn, although the latter would
thereby hecome one of the largest]
rallronds In the country.

Nelther Southern Paclfic nor Rock
Island officials would comment today
on the possibility of a consolidation
of these roads, but It was 'erffk"li_\'
Intimated from Rock Island soureces
that this company would not attempt
further expansion,

Rock Island’s control of the “Cot
ton Relt,” it was sald, has been nc-
quired largely through the purchase

of about 150,000 shares of preferved siectrio. distribution systema 5387
stock, most of which rnpl esented the mil.wt,
I'nder the provisions of the plan,

hold!nxu of Edwin Gould.

RESTRICTION ON
COAL CARS FOUGHT

Philadelphla, March 12.—A bill in
equity, slgned by 36 rallroads, attack.
ing the order of the interstate com-
merce commission prohibiting the use
of private coal cars for the transpor-
tation of bituminous coal, was flled

the Utah Securitles corporation will
digtribute to the holder of each share
of its capital stock $10 In cash, plus
four shares of the common stock of
the new corporation. The directors
of the Utah Securities corporation to-
day approved this plan, sublect to
eonfirmation by  stockholders at a
specinl nmtin.g to he Mllnd Inter,

NEW SCHEDULE ON

mdu_\' in the United States district

SANTA FE SYSTEM
The comumission's order, 1t was : % - g 5

averred,, was IDegul and  arbitrary, Chicage, Murch 12.—Severn]l hours

and If allowed to stand would seri-|™ 11l be eut from the running time of

ously hamper operntion of the romds| Passenger trains on the Santa Fe sys

through making 1t Aifflcult to obtaln tem between Chicago and the Pacelfic

testimony and yeady 1p guote authorl mml.l,," . . Nt = poust, by a new schedule effective
a4 . t fuel for thelr locomotives, _
Heattl b, “n.;-h 12.—A “}I?]- tlem, Yt ls probakble that Roberts will - L] next [anday The time of one pas.
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bination in ritraint of trade that thef =" S 4 for Income Tax Payment|s joure and 20 minutes, ana the
federal commlission flled here T T Cleveland, O., March 12.—8ix heirs| schedule of the Misslonary, one of
July 1% agst the 8efituda Produce bns V0 ] to the §800,60% estate of the lnte Wil |the night tralns from Chlcagoe, will
Ll
assgoctation and its members ur ace ..ze large. lHam W. Hillson of Duluth, Minn, | be reduced 2 hours and B0 minutes
Federal J@lge Neterer "-"""”""I"d Yoston, March in?” federal | were sued here In federal court for|ie the ooast, IGastbound  running
In court th the pase, which _“T‘K grand  jury  retuvned  Indictments| $197,666, claimed by the government| time will be similarly cut
scheduled 1 ime W ""“‘ “';; nguinst Joseph lplf!@f Chilcago and |n§'hf due on Income taxes Billson The rearmngement will also mean
welia gt ot 30 A I"T three employes at hl. B Jinme ahighild have pald before his death for| putting an additional morning teain
Hughes, spalinl assistant attorney at Beverly, charging y ng of|the year 1819, Defendants named In jout of Chicago for the Paclfie const,
general, apd Henry( A, tlul!fr,“ila Hyuor, tacliitating the Mion | cluded MHartford L., and Allee 1. Bl | giving two through morning and (wo
charge of antl trust! cases ‘;"‘ "l ana concealment of W4 I1égal | som of California. through night tralns  between Chi
:“"ll:n coast, uldro;hut{;:;::‘ :1':' possession, 1 S—— = CAgO nml Ilw Pacific coast,
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Senate Not
to Adjourn
This Week

World lsle of

and Warren Confirmation

Upset G, O, P, Plans for
Farly Confirmation.

Courl. Pines

Goose Hunter Found
Shot, Killed

in Barn

Specinl Dispatel o The Omialu

Hastings, XNeb,, March 12
seph J. Dangherty, fenant on
of the farms of the John O'Connor
estute, was instantly killed at noon
today hy the accldental discharge
of o rifle he was carrying. He was
found dead in a haymow fn his
barn, It Is supposed he ollmbed up
the mow to sight some geese which
had come down nearby. The bullet
entered the chin and came out back
of the right ear. He leaves a wile |
and 15-year-old daughter, |

Bee.
—Jo

Unable to Conclude Now

there wns also spread the rumor that

Raiders Lead to

School Levy
Bills Face

Hard Flght

Killed in (.ulllllllllt'l' and
Then Revived by 17 to 16
Vote When Brought Up

in Senalte.

House Passes Gas Tas

By P. . POWELL.

Washing arc 2.—Develup-
shi u.mn; March 'I Develop Statt t"m._lmmlrm The Omuahi Bee,
ments today " with respect to the L Y I “Whils Nebeus
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