- T

SYNOPSIS.

-y ! Mo Iw Invited to Ly

) il in T vr's vnb
i Hiv ik i pthoat of bies mocepits Toxasn
firial e n dodclesd tos thee Vvl
Fhes mppmin | CEeli Nivhiolas Telar, 1o
Mk Lhie Blarane valy 1R e py  of  the
Helti T T Pubicntingn, 1o call af
Pl s Lane nit LT varehtng for e
harone hinse ' IO [ el
Niihaodp briwiteal o bk | upint
I the Tuaroti il #he neks Niclhiolas (o
RERIRTY A o el plrsi e Nlichinla fiielee
thint 1) My taslie . Lo slipper, Bipe
Bivis | b roelodlning  sHpgoer L 8
priedage i will teld Cathonn whitt )ie
WA ' o roehieline Eawlam’s ine
fontlos tiewiard Ao e seirlty
Niclhwlon wives bor o feinket G bntendmld
for . LT o I { wrehil)
Calhonn bt eLEvEnT ol sinte I
nrider b 4 TR FTRY to M trvl an wtiite
businene it 11 iter pillior Lo b mar
ried thnt nteht b Hiaid v 1RYA BIO
will 1 i mevent the  mmarriage A
drunlien ORI ress i Wl Nivholaw
asker (o nrsint e wenlibitog rinige-
ments bt T P ot v ok i L]
Fllanbeth, biv 1 fiale vl the woslding

1= e hred of Nivholas nads the birons-

ewn in Montreal, shie bavine  aoccoeded,
wheris Liee Liadiodd, ity alineovering Englaml’s
fntentions  regandn OV oo Hliee 1olls

him (hat the siipper be bl bo his poss
seasion contained oo note feom the wttiaehe
©f Tesab to the British ambassivdor, say-
Tne that 1F thee Plpltedd States sl not un-
nex Tewns within 20 duve hiee would lowe
both Tesns and Oreron Ni T G
m ninturatigr, Yon Liitenbial who pives
him  informalios bt Opegon The
baroness and o Britlsh warsliip disappear
from Montren! stmultanoousiy Calhoun
arders Nicholas to bemd a party of set-
tlers Bourl for Oregon. Calhoun excltos
tha Jealouey of Bonorn Yiurerlo anid theres

by secures e snntiire of the Tesas at
tache to o treaty of annesation, Nicholns
starts for Oropon e win® the Filen over
the Tiritksle peiris A Bielitel warship nr-
pives with the Linronvgs ns e poastenger,
Bhe tells Nichol thint gl plaeed 4 nite
In the plippesgwih aused the hreaking
oft of hild murying nied that ahe Intenids
" orelurn VWoashitiion ta repale the
dumnge she s done . Nieholns deoldes 1o

follow her

CHAPTER XXX.—Continued,

The captaln stood at the head of the
front team, his band rvesting on the
yoke as he lenned agpinet the howed
neck of one of the oxen, The men and
wometi were thin almort as the beasts
which drogeed the wagons, These lat-
ter gtood with lolling tongues; even
thue carly in the day, for water here-
nbout w; gearce and bitter to the
taste, So, nt first almost in sllence,
we miade the sulutations of the desert,
Bo, presently, we exchanged the news
of east and woest,

There I8 today no news of the qual-
fty which we then ecommmunieated,
They kKurw nothing of Oregon 1
knew nothing of the enst, A national
election bad been held, regarding
which I knew not even the names of
the candidutes of elther party, not to
mention reanlts, Al 1 could do was
to guess and to point to the inscrip.
tion on the white top of the foremost
wagon: “Fifty-Four Forty or Fight!"

s Polk elected? | asked the caps
tain of the train

He nodded. “He shore 18" gald he,
“We're comin® out to take Oregon.
What's the news?”

My own grim news wans that Oregon
was ours and must be ours. I shook
hands with a hundred men on that,
our handsg clasped In stern and silent
grip. Then after a time, 1 urged
other questiong foremwost in my own
mind. Had they seen n small party
enst-bound?

Yes, | had answer, They had puassed
this Hght outfit east of lridger's post,
There wag one chance In a hundred
they mafght get over the South pnss
that fall, for they were traveling light
and fast, with good antmals, and old
Joo Meek wan sure he would make it
through. The women? Well, one was
a preacher's wife, another an old
Gypsy, and another the most beautiful
woman cver seen on the trall or any-
where «lee

Then they began to question me re-
garding Oregon, tlow was the land?
Would it ralse wheat and corn and
hoge? How was the weather? Was
there much game? Would it take
wuch labor to clear a farm?

Of course It came to polltica, Yes,
Texas bad been annexed, somehow,
not by regular vote of the senate,
There was gome hitch about that. My
leader reckoned there was no regular
treaty. It bnd Just been done by joint
resalution of the house—done by Ty-
ler and Calhoun, juat in time to take
the feather out of old Polk's cap! The
treaty of annexatlon—why, ves, it was
ratiled by congress, and everyvthing
algned up March 3, just one day be.
fore Polk's fnaugural! Polk was on
the warpath, according to my gaunt
leader, There was golung to be war
as sure ag shooting, unless we got all
of Oregon

“Do you seen that writin® on my
wagon top?” asked the captain, "Firty-
Four IForty or Fight. That's us!”

And so they weut on to tell us how
this cry was spreading, south and
west, and over the north as well; al-
though the Whigs did not dare cry it
quite so loudly

And so ot lust we parted, cach the
better for the Information gained, each
to resume what would today seem
practically an endless Journey, Our
farowelis were ns carcless, ns confl-
doent, as bod been our greetings. Thou-
sands of wiles of unsettled country
lay east and west of us, and all
around us, our emplre, not then womn.

I made the journey across the South
pass, the gnow being now beaten down
on the tralls mere than usual by the
west-bound animuls and vehicles, Of
all these now coming on, none would
got fartber west that Fort Hal that
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“Fifty-Four Forty or Fight!

year. Our own party, although over
the Rockies, hnd yet the plains to
cross. | was glad enovgh when we
staggered Into old Fort Laramie in
the midet of a Llinding snowstorm.
Winter had cought us fale and full.
I had lost the race!

Here, then, 1 must winter, Yet 1
learned that Joe Meek had outfitted
at Laramie almost a month earlier,
with new animals: had bought a little
graln, and, under escort of a cavalry
troop which had come west with the
wagon train, had started east in time,
perhaps, to make it through to the
Mlssourl. In a race of 1,000 miles, the
baroness had already beaten me al
most by a month! Further word was,
of course, now unobtainable, for no
tralns or wagons would come west
so late, and there were then no stages
carrying mall across the great plains.
There was nothing for me to do ex-
cept to walt and cat out my heart aut
old Fort Laramle, in the soclety of In-
dinns and trappers, half-breeds and
traders. The winter seemed vears in
length, so gladly I make its story
brief.

It was now the spring of 1846, and I
was In my second year away from
Washington., Glad enough 1 was when
In the first sunshine of spring 1
started east, taking my chances of
getting over the plains. At last, to
make the long journey also brief, 1
did reach Fort Leavenworth, by this
time a five months' loser In the trans-
continental race.

As to the baroness, she had long
since left Fort Leavenworth for the
east. I followed still with what speed
I could employ, 1 could not reach
Washington now until long after the
first buds would be out aud the creep-
erg growing green on the gallery of
Mr. Calhoun's resldence, Yes, green
also on all the lattices of Elmhurst
manglon. What had bappened there
for me?

CHAPTER XXXI.

The Payment,
What man seeks In love I8 woman
what woman secks In oman (s love
loussaye

When 1 reached Washington It was
Indeed spring, warm, sweet spring. In |
the wide avenue the straggling troes |
were dolng thelr beat to dignify tlw!
olty, and Nowers were blooming every. l
where, Wonderful enough did all this ;
seem to ma after thousanda of miles
of rude scenery of bare vallevs and II
rocky hills, wild landscapes, s=en oft |
én through cold and blinding Ha‘JII:Ir‘:‘
amid peaks and gorges, or on the
drear. forbldding plains \

Used more, of late, to these wilder
scenes, I felt awkward and still halr |
savage, I did not at once seek out
my own friends, My first wish was
to get in touch with My, Cathoun, for
1 kuew that so 1 would most quickly
arrive at the heart of events

e was nway when | culled at his
resldence on Georgetown lHelghts, but
at last 1 heard the wheels of his old
omnibus, and presently he entercd
with blg usual companion. Dr. Sam
uel Ward, When they saw me there,
then indeed 1 recelved a greeting
which repald me for wany things!

| of elghteen forty-four.

That's Us!"

This aver, we all three broke out in
lnughtor at my uncouth appearance.
I was clad still In such clothing as 1
could pick up In western towns as 1
hurrled on from the Missourl ocast
ward; and I had as yvet found no time
for barbers

“We have had no word from you,
Nicholas,” sald Mr. Callioun presently,
“since that from Laramie, in the fall
This Is in the
spring of elghteen forty-six! Mean-
time, we might all have been dead
and burled and none of us the wiser,
What a country! 'Tis more enormous
thay the mind of any of uscan grasp."”

“You should travel across It to learn
that,” I grinned

"Many things have happened since
you left. You know that I am back
in the senate once moro?"

1 nodded “"And about Texag?" 1
began

“Texas 8 ours,” said he, smiling
grimly., “You have heard how? It
wis @ hard fight enough—a bitter, sel-

fish, sectional fight among politiclans.
But there 13 gofng to be war, Our
troops crossed the Sabine more than
a year ago. They will eross the Rio
Grande before this year {8 done. The
Mexlean minfster has asked for his
pagsports, The administration has
ordered Gen. Taylor to advance, Mr,
Polk is carrying out annexation with a
vengeance, Seolug a chance for more
territory, now that Texas Is safe from
England, he plans war on helpless
and deserted Mexico! We may hear
of a battle now at any time. Hut the
war with Mexico may yet mean war
with England. That, of course, en-
dangers our ¢hance to galn all or any
of that great Oregon country., Tell
me, what have you learned

I hurrled on now with my own news,
briefly as I might. [ told them of the
sliips of England's navy waiting in
Oregon waters; of the growing suspl-
clon of the Hudson bay people; of the
changes In the management at Fort
Vancouver; of the elinnge algo from a
conclllatory poliey to one of half lhos.
titlty. 1 told them of our wagon

| tralns golng west, and of the strength

of our frontiersmen; but offset this,
justly as 1 might, by glving facts also
regarding the opposition these might
met

“Pracisely,” sald Calhoun, walking
up amd down, hls head bent, “Eng-
land 18 proparing for war! How
much are we prepared? It would cost
us the revenues of a quarter of a cen-
tury to €0 to war with her today. It
would cost us 50,000 lives. We would
need an army of 250,000 men. Where
s all that to come from? Can we
fransport our army there in time?
But had all this bluster ceased, then
we could have deferred this war with
Mexleo, could have bought with coln
what now will cost us blood:; and
we could alsp have bought Oregon
without the cost of elther coin or
blood,  Delay was what we needed!
All of Oregon should bave been ours!™

“But, surely, this is not all news to
you?" 1 begnu. “liave vou not seen
the Baroncss von Ritz? Has she not
made her report?”

“The baroness!” gqueried Calhoun,
“That etorwy peuel-—that advance

agent of events'  DId she jndecd sall

with the Dritish ships from Montreal? |

Did you find bher there—in Oregon®”’

“Yeou, and lost her therpe!
east last summer, and beat me fairly
In the race. Has she not wade known

her presence hiere? She told mie she |

wid golng to Washington,”
He shook bis head  in

surprise,
“Trouble now, 1 rear!

Pukenham has
back his best ally, our worsat antugon-
fst.*

“Thit cortuinly s strange,” sald L.
“She had five months the start of mao,
and o that time thers I8 no telling
what she has done or nndone Surely,
she s somewhere here, in Washing-

ton! She held Texas in her shoes. 1

toll vou she
gloves to-day*™

I sturted up, my story half untold

“Where are you golng?" nsked Mr.
Calhoun of me. Dr. Ward looked at
e, swfling. “He does not inquire of
a certaln young lady—"

“l nm golng to find the Baroness von
Ritz!" sald 1. I fMushed red under my
tan, I doubt not; but I would not ask
a word regarding Ellzabeth.

Dr. Ward came and laid & hand on
my shoulder, “Republles forget,” said
he, “but men from South Caroling do |
not,  Nelther do girls from Maryland.
Do you think so?"

“That Is what I am going to find
out.”

“How, then? Are you golng to Elms
hurst ns you look now "

“No. 1 shall find out many things
by first finding the Baroness von Ritg”
And before they could make further
protests 1 was out and away,

I hurricd now to a certain slde
atreet, of whieh I have made wention,
and knocked confidently at a door 1
knew, The nelghborliond was asleep
In the warm sun., I knocked a seeond
time, and bogan to doubt, but nt last
heard slow fontsteps.,

There appeared at the crack of the
door the wrinkled visage of the old
gerving woman, ‘Threlka. 1 knew that
sho would be there In precisely this
way., because there was every reason
in the world why It should not have
been.  sShe pauscd, scanning me close-
Iy, then quickly opened the door and
allowed me to step inszide, vanishing
as was her wont. 1 heard another
step in the half-hidden hallway be-
yond, but this was not the step which
I awaited; It was that of a man, slow,
feeble, hesitating. 1 started forward
as a face appeared at the parted curs |
taina. A glad cry welcomed me in
turn. A tall, bent form approached
me, and an arm was thrown about my
shoulder. It was my whilom friend,
our anclent sclentist, Van Rittenhofen!
I did not pause to ask how he hap- |
pened to be there, It was quite natur |
al, since It was wholly impossible. 1
made po wonder at the Chlnese dog
Chow, or the little Indlan maid, who
both came, stared, and sllently van-
ished. Seelng these, I knew that their
strango protector must also have won
through safe

“Ach Gott! Gesegneter Gott! 1 sce |
vou agnain, my friend!” Thus the old
doctor,

“Hut tell me,” I Interrupted, “"where
{a the mistress of this house, the |
Baroness von Ritz?" |

He looked at me in his mild way. |
“You mean my daughter Helena?"

Now at Iast 1 smiled., His daughter!
This at least was too Incredible. He
turned and reached behind him to 8
little table. He held up before my
eyes my little blanket clasp of shell. |
Then 1 knew that this last and most
impossible thing also was true, and
that in some way these two had found ‘
each other! But why? What couidr
he now mean? !

“Listen now,” he began, “and I shall i
tell you. I wass in the street one day. |
When [ walk alone, I do not much no- |
tice. But now, as 1 walk, before my
eyes on the street, | see what? This—
this, the Tah Gook! At first, | see
nothing but it. Then 1 look up. Be-
fore me {ss a4 woman, young and beau- |
tiful. Ach! what should 1 do but take |
her in my arms!”

“It was she; It was-

(TO BE CONTINUED.) |
e |

|

|

holds Oregon in her
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Fine Growth of Potatoes.

A remarkable potato has attracted
some attention at Annbank, In Ayr-
shire, Scotland, Amongst some rose
bushes which Mr., Morran, the station |
master, got from FFrance, one polato
plant appeared, which he allowed to
come 1o maturity., When it was dug
in the autumn of last year It was
found that there were at the root 48
potatoes which welghed fully 14
pounds. The polato ls of fine quality,
with sbhallow eyes and a beautiful
gkin.

As He Understood It.

Jason Juby (telling of his trip to
New York)—An' another interestin’
gight wuz them there curb brokers
doln’ business !

1Tiram WhiMle—Seems to me 1 once

heerd tell uv them fellers—what do
they do?

Jason Juby—Why, they buy all the
geats in the stock exchange and then
gell ‘em again to suckers at a dollar
er two higher price.~lllustrated Sun-
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CHARITY AND CHEWING GUM

Disparity That Hardly Seems Credit-
able to the Generous Instincts
of the Race.

Acecording to a statement hefore a
meeling of the Women's Forelgn Mis
flonary soclety of the Presbytery of
Washington an inferesting statement
regurding the money spent for chew-
Ing gum and that given to charity
was mude, The speaker was )Miss
Mary W. Kerr of Harrigsburg, Pa. in

-connection with the topie of “Fren-

zied Finance In Misslons.” In urging
the gociety to be more liberal In its
contributions to charitable work, she
suld:

“"For every $2.000 contribited to
charity, £17,000 is spent for chewing
gum."

The statement passed almost nun-
noticad except by o few, who saw the
pertinence and Iogic of the remari,

Perhaps Not,

An Inatructor In a clhivreh  schigol
where much attention was  pauld  to
sacred history, dwelt partlealsrly on
the pbhrase “And Enoch was not, lor
God took him.” 8o muny times was

this repeated In connection with the !

death of Enoch that he thought even
the dulle=t pupil woulid answer cor-
rectly when asked in exnmination
State In the exact languuze of the
Bible what is said of Eooeh's death,

But this was the answer he gon:

“Enoch was not what God took Nim
for."— Hrooklyn Life,

Laundry work at home would he
much more satisfuctory if the right
Starch wera used. In order to geo the
desired stiffness, it Is usually neces-

| Bary to use so0 much starch that the

beauty and finencss of the faubric is
behind a poaste of varying

appearance, but also affects the wear-
ing quality of the goods. This trou-
ble can be entirely overcome by using
Deflance Starch, as it can be applied
much mora thinly hecause of {ts groat-
er strength than other makes,

Dark Days Coming.
“Suy, Jim, here's a preacher in New

| York who says men should sew, cuok,

wash the dishes and get
breakfast.”
“Whut's the usge of rubbing it in?

thelr own

Guess we all know we'll have to pret- |
| Lty soon."

Try Murine Eye Remedy for Red.
Wiatery Eyes aud Granulated By eilids,
No smarting-—Just BEye Comfort.  Mu-
rine Eye Salve In Areptic Tubes New
Bige Z0c. Murine Eye Hemedy Liguid
2ic and H0e.

Seems to Be Wrong.
Howell—-Whatever Is Is right,
Powell—iut suppose a fellow sonks

you with his left?

Hamline Wizard Oil is recommended by |

many physicians. 1t is used in many pub
lic and private hospitals, ‘hy not Leep
a bottle on hand in yvour own home?
He Was a Judge.
Geraldine—] am just twenty-lwo,
Gerald—Verdict set aslde,

Calumet has been backed for years by an offer
of $1,000 for any substance injurious to health
found in the baking prepared with it,

Does not this and the fact that it complies with
all pure food laws, both State and National,

With the purity question settled—then Calumet
is undoubtedly the best Baking Powder. It

form —every can is the same,

Received Highest Awnrd World's Pure Food Exposition

CALUMET

BAKING POWDER

net is absolutely pure?

avening power; it is inore uni-
It assures
nd is moderate in price.

the Can-Pure

The Man—I think you are the
v worst-ooking tramp I have ever seen
The Tramp—It's only In the pres.
ence of such uncomwon good looks
. that 1 looks so bad.
| g .
Scheool Boys' Garden,
An adwitrable scheme to have &
school boys' garden next yvear, hos
been planned by the authorities of
y Ehning, N. Y., Luasgt snmmer a han-
dred boys mude good as farmers of
vivvant lots, and it s now proposed g
| plnee practically  all  such unused
property in the eity under cultivation,
the pupils of the public schools to he
the gardeners and to reap the profite
Troge thedr prowdie! s

Up to Him.
l Tom-=1"m deml sore I lost $5 to
||I:|}'. 1 teel like somebody ouzht te
kivk me
Tenz (absent!y 1 —Why don't you ash
fatlier for my hund tonlght—he's right
in the library,

Too Costly,
“When 1 want to flutter a man T ask
Lilm for advice”
“I take it for granted that you nevs
or waut to flatter a lawyer,”

Something in a Name.
Ella—He's very narrow,
Stella—What do you expect of a

flaL?

PROOF in the
Morning?

We tell you about how good you'll
feel after taking a CASCARET—
that millicus of people—buy, use
and recommend them—But that's
talk—you buy a box now—take as
directed to-night and get the proof
in the morning—After you know
|  CASBCARETS you'll mnever be
. without them.
|

|

!

CABCARETS 10¢ & hox for & week's
treatinent. nlldruggisis. Biggest seller
Io the world. Milllon boxes & wonth,

LINCOLN COMMISSION CO.
BROKERS AND DEALERS
GHRAIN AND BTOUKS
MAIN OFFICE: Fraternity Building
Lincoln, Nebraska
Bell Phone 512 Anto Phooe 2080
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WOmm’s Secret.;

There is one man in the United States who has perhaps heard

more women's secrets than any other
country., These sccrots are not secrets
the seorets of suffering, and they have
R. V. Pierce in the hope and expectati

‘That few of these women have been disappointed in their ex-
pectations is proved by the fact that ninety-eight per cent, of
all women treated by Dr, Pierce bave been absolutely and
eltogether oured. Such a record would be remarkable if the

cases treated were numbered by hund
that record applies to the treatment of

lion women, in a practice of over 40 years, it is E}nenameml,

and entitles Dr. Pierce to the gratitude
specialists in the treatment of women's

man or womun in the
of guilt or shame, but
been confided to Dr,
on ol advice and help,

reds only, But when

more than hall-a- mil-

accorded

c m by women, as the first of
diseases,

Every sick woman may consult Dr, Pierce by letter, absolutel i
charge. All replies are mailed, sealed in perfectly p!nin' envel:p::: :a:m:

any printind or advertising whatever, upon them.

out fee, to
Buffalo, N. Y.

Write without fear as with-

World's Dispensary Medical Association, Dr, R, V. Pierce, Prest.,

) DR. PIERCE'S FAYORITE PRESCRIPTION
Maltos Weoals Women Strong,

Sicls YWomes YWell.

AUTOMOBI
DURABLE

ECONOMICAL
ATTRACTIVE

LASTING Al
Manufactured by DEAL MOTOR VEHICLE CO., Jonesville, Mich,

Bradley, Merriam & Smith, Council Bluffs, Ia., Western Distributors for Deal and Imperial Autos
13 models, $1000 to §2000. Ciet our free catalogs before buying.

BALL BEARING
THROUGHOUT
Alowprioed,
high quality car
for people who

N appreclate good
: ) consfruction. A
powerful puller.
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