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FROM THE SPRITES

A STORY FOR CHILDREN

[Letter Inclosed In & box which will ar-
about 7 a m. Christmas day for
the protege of learned sprites,]

EAR FRED: Within
this package you will
find some little things;
just a crumb or two
of pleasure, such as
any fellow flingn to &
friend he's met but
80 once or Lwiee and yet
| conslders rather nlce
and thinks of what
the jolly season brings.
We remember, sir,
your courtesy in sit-
ting while we lectured
on the knowledge that
is proven, also that
which Is conjectured. To our uiter
gratitude you were never, never rude,
for your heart, indeed, is very finely
taxtured.

When the serles of discourses found
its most untimely close, we assembled
in & cornflely), and Indeed we nearly
frose. We'd forgotien, we're so old,
there was such & thing as cold, and
we're much too smayt to think of
things like those. Bat’our hearts are

" always warm, and In thinking, Fred,

of you, such A warmth arose as any

" time would boll an oyster stew, Then,

a-basking In the heat, we did all of
us compete In discussion of what
would and wouldn't do. Once the argu-
ment grew flerce, but over this we'll
draw a veil, We are all of us so
learned that we thought (you know
the tale), that we each of us knew
best what would lend the greatest
sost—what a modern boy would not
conslder atale,

; We consulted sundry lists which
only mixed us up the worse; we re-
Jected some suggestions far too long
for any purse; and we bickered and
we snickered, while above the moon-
light flickered, and discovered that
fdeal things were “scuren.,” And at
Inst we gave up trylng to declde It
for each other, and departed, saylng:
“Give him what you like, my learned
brother,” 8o each made his own se-
lection; which accounts for the com-
plexion of the articles we hope you'll
show your mother,

On the top you'll find a ticket for a
trip around the earth. This, of course,
is from old Jogerfy, the chap who
fiad & dearth of 1deas, but in fact was
rather diligent than lax; he is hoping
that you realized his worth.

Next In order Is a dictionary—don't
turn up your nose. It's no ordinary
volume, as Its queer appearance
shows. When you're stuck for what
to say, turn the knob the proper way,
and the word I8 In your mouth, and
out It goes. In this book Is every
sanguage, e'en Including that of birds
and the speech the cows are using
when they stroll about In herds. Why,
you cannot go astray, as to how and
to say, I you use the present
t you by old Worlds.
th apologies we mention what
got from Anglo-Saxon, He's the
for whom the speech of other
mations bhad attraction. He sat down,
it seems, and wrote you a promissory
mote. You will never get the coln with-
out exaction.
~ From Numero, a present that will
eomfort you, we feel. It's a table with
g’.m unusual kind of wheel.
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~ ¥es, & multiplication tablp; turn the

if you are able, and you'll have

re your eyes a lusclous meal,
: History, the grandpa of the
} great human race, sends & Pat-
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ent Iron Memory—a thing you can't
replace., Put It 'way unto your ear,
and you'll ind that all you hear you'll
remember qulte distinctly—for a
space,

And lastly, Hy G. Ene, the man who
gave you such a scare, puts in some-
thing you can always use and some-
thing you can wear. It's a thing that
makes for health; indeed, for happl
ness and wealth, It's an everlasting
bottle of fresh alr.

S0 remember, when your toys are
spread about you on the rug, that the
Learned Bprites have tried to make
you happy; they have dug in the pres-
ent-mines of China, than the which
there's nothing finer, and we're send-
Ing you as much as we could lug. If
you use these little gifts that we are
forwarding Jjust right you will never
have to listen to another Ilearned

sprite, But there's one thing more,
to-wlt: “Merry Christmas,'—that is
it

So we hereunto subscribe, In black
and white:

JOOERFY.
WORDS,
ANGLO-SAXON.
NUMERO.
GRANDFATHER
HY Q. ENE,

HISTORY.

TWO DINNERS FOR CHRISTMAS,

Menus in Which Roast Beef and Goose
Are the Leading Entrees.

For the Christmas feast roast beef
or roast young goose are the prime fa-
vorites, taking the precedence of tur-
key, which very soon after the first
of December begina to lose its dellcacy
of flavor, The English dinner of roast
besf and plum pudding Is historle, and
In recent years Amerlcans have gen-
erally followed the custom of serving
an English dinner on Christmas, im-
proving on the old country menus by

the addition.of dalnly entrees and
salads,
Here are some suggestions for

menus for Christmas home dinners,
MENU NO. 1,
Grape Frult with Bherry.
Olives, Radishes,
Small Oysters, Roasted in Bhell
Cream of Chicken.
Roast Birloin of Beef.
Macaronl au Gratin,
Bermuda FPotatoes. New Biring Beans.
Endive Salad,
Toasted Wafers and Edam Cheese,
Plum Pudding.
Fruit. Colfes.
MENU NO. 2
Oysters on the Half Bhell,
Cream of Celery, Btuffed Olives.
Fried Smelts, Bauvce Tartare.
Hothouse Cucumbers,
Ioast Young Coose.
Apple Bauce,
Mashed Potatoos. Bolled White Onlons
Btuffed Green Peppers,
Romaine Balad and Toasted Wafers.
Roquefort Cheese.
Plum Pudding or Mince Ple.
Coffee. Frult.

8he Had Tried It

Belle—This helly in my hair wants
& little rellef—it's too red.

Aunty—Well, why not put in a sprig
or two of mistietoa, dear?

Belle—Nonsense, aunty! Why, 1
should have all the young men kissing
mﬂ

Aunty—Indeed, no, my dear. They'd
do notbing of the kind, I've tried
‘em!
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A CHRISTMAS
LESSON

Sanday School Lesson for Dec. 20, 1908
Specially Arrangsd for This Paper

LESBON TEXT. - Luke 2830,
verses, 2-14,

GOLDEN TEXT.-"For unto you W
born this day o the ety of David =
Haviour, which s Christ the Lord.' -
Lauke 2-11,

Comment and Suggestive Thought.

Jesus was born In the stable of an
inn, or khan, at Bethlehem, six miles
south of Jerusalem,

He was born probably about four
years before our Christian era, Decem-
bor, B. C. B, I. e, If on December 25,
only one week more than four years.
But it Is suMelently accurate and best
to count in accordance with the datea
used In all our historles and almanacs,
at the beginning of the year 1 A, D,
or 1908 years ago,

Note—1. There was something spe-
cially fitting In Bethlehem as his birth
place, because it was the city of David,
his voyal ancestor.

2, This was In
prophecy (Mic. 6:2).

3. Note the Divine Providence in
thus gulding Joseph and Mary to Beth-
lehem at this time by a decree beyond
their control, and without human
planning.

4. Jesus came to earth In the eir-
cumetances best fitting him to be the
Saviour of man. He began his life
in a humble way and was brought up
in humble life and honest toll, that he
might be the friend of all men, but
especially of the poor and suffering.

6, If he wag born in December, as
is probable, the time was symbolieal,
sinece the 206th of December comes
when the longest night of the year
glves way, and the days begin to
lengthen,

This is the greatest gift ever glven
to this world,

From his glorfous home he came to
this world, as the highest expression
of God's love, to take upon himself
our human nature for the salvation of
the world from sin to holiness and
heaven.

The divine pature of Christ ia not a
mere theory, far away from human
life, but Is a fact essentinl to one who
would reveal God to men, and be the
Saviour of men, He speaks to us from
personal knowledge of God, of his love,
his care, his readiness to forgive, his
nearness to men, his fatherhood. He
tells us about heaven and Immortal
life from his own experience., Only
the Son of God could possibly make
atonement of sin, Only he could have
power to save us at all times and in
all places, to be our ever-present
friend, our perfect example, our in-
fallible guide,

Christmas Glving.—The natural re-
sponse to this great gift from God, Is
for us to make gifts of love to others,
of help to those whom Jesus came (o
help.

Christmas giving Is a right expres-
slon of this spirit. Often imperfect,
often too narrow, often such that the
thought dwells more on the recelving
than the giving; yet there 18 no cele-
bration of any holiday that Is so ap-
propriate as this of giving, in the cele-
bration of the birth of Jesus.

All can give. There I8 no one so
poor, so unworthy, so feeble or lonely,
but there Is something he can give to
¢xpress God's will to men, deeds of
kinduess, expressions of sympathy,
words of love and cheer and hope and
courage. Like the apostles, each must
act on Peter's word: "Such as | hate
give 1 to Lthee."

The Magnificat of Mary,—~Luke 1:
46-66, "“His mercy i1s on them that
rrar him from generation to genera-
tion,"

The Benedictus of Zacharias.—Luke
1:68-79. "“To give light to them that
sit In darkness and In the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the way
of peace."

The Gloria in Excelsls of the Angels.
—Luke 2:14. “Glory to God In the
highest, and on earth pence, good will
toward men."

“Glory to God." Glory Is the out
ward expression, the outshiulng of
greatness and goodness. When God
showed his glory to Moses on the
mount, it was God's goodness that
shone upon him.

For the coming of Jesus was the
highest expression of God's glory, the
fullness of his nature, his love, his
goudness, which passed before Moses
when he asked to see God's glory.
The phrase expresses bolth the fact
and the desire that all should recog-
nize God's glory. “In the highest
(1) In the highest strains. Only the
most exquisite musle and song are
worthy to express this theme. (2) In
the highest heavens, The glory shines
and the pralse sounds to the highest
heavens, It Is the noblest song and
the brightest glory even there. (3)
In the highest degree. The plan of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ, so in-
finitely wise, so infinitely loving, man-
Ifests God's glory more than all the
wondera of creatlon, “when all the
sons of God shouted for joy.” For the
souls of the saved shall “shine as the
brightneéss of the firmament.”

The coming of Jesus meant “peace
on earth,” including all welfare, bless-
ing, love,

"Good will toward men.” The ex-
pression of God's desire to bless men,
to forgive them, to fit them for the
best life on earth,

Memory

accordance with

The Chlcago Training School for
City, Home and Foreign Missions broke
ground on Thanksglving day for a new
chapel to cost $60,000, the gift of N, W.
Harrls, Chieago. The Tralning School
has also just dedicated the Mary
Lemar Kinnear Monnett Memorial
Hall, costing 936,000,
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The Dark’ Ages.
The dark ages are the ones during
which our sophomores are Inclined
to belleve they know It all

Petroleum Next to Gold.
Next to gold petroleum is the most
valuable product of Californla

Can't Understand It.

Many a wife Is serlously wondering
why her motherin-law éver thought
no woman was good enough for hep
boy.

Food for Thought.

The ten-yearold girl who conquered
& burglar with a broomstick ls antitled
to all credit for courage and vigor.
Nevertheless when she adds u dozen
years more to her age the wary un-
married youth may eatertain doubts
as to wholher her energy might not

some Ume be excessive for wedded
bligs.

Report of the Home of the Friendless.

At the end of the blennfum, Novem-
ber 30, 1908, there were In the Home
for the Friendless at Lincoln slxty-
elght children and six aged women,
the youngest Inmate belng one week
old and the oldest 82 years.

The home has been serlously handl:
capped during the last blennlum be-
cause of a shortage of room for em-
ployes and cramped apartments for
the children, and in fact that it has
practieully supported the Orthopedic
hoapital, The eooking was all done
in the kitchen of the home and carried
across the yard to the several dining
rooms in the hospital bullding. The
total expendlitures for the mainten-
ance of both of the institutions for the
blennlum was $28,630.67 or a per capl-
ta cost of $26791. The home has
five pay children,
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“Taking the Waters.™

It Is the regimen that thins. 1 re
member asking a leading physiclan at
Marienbad whether he really belleved
in the claim that those famous wnters
reduce the welght of the fat people
who imbibe them. He smiled and sald:
“Perbhaps they may act as a dissoly-
ent.”"—London Truth,

Rock and Rye.

Many a man has been wrecked on
the rock of adversity, but there is
generally a little rye on the side—
Phlladelphia Record.

The Horrid Man's Curl.

"There's no sight so pitiful to me,”
sald the pretty girl, “as the palnful at
tempt on the part of the man begin-
ning to be bald to make a little curl
in the middle of his forehead of the
few remalning strands of halr. And
still, T konow they don't deserve my
pity., I never have found a man yet
with such a curl who wasn't horrid.”

Domestic Economy.

They had automobiled In 24 miles
to see Mr, Highfiyer's pet oculist, and
on the return three (ires, one after
another, bad blown up. Whereupon
Mrs, Highflyer remarked, plaintively,
and with intense convietion: “My dear
Alfred, It would have been so much
cheaper to have kept you at home and
bought yon a glass eye!”

Three Years In Prison for Coon.

Clyde Coon of Omaha, who was
brought to Kearney to answer a
charge of forgery for passing a bogus
check on W. L. Hand, pleaded gullty
Monday in the district court and was
sontenced to three years in the peni-
tentlary. Coon has a wife and four
children living in Omaha, When the
forgery was committed he was sup-
posedly representing a raillway con-
struction company.

Heaven on Earth.

Heaven consists of desiring, from
the heart, good for others more than
for one's self, and In serving them
with a view to their happiness, not
from any selfish alin of obtalning re-
muneration, but out of love—~Sweden-
borg. e

Chinese Using Modern Umbrellas,

The Chinese are giving up the use
of their old olled-paper umbrellas, and
a great number of foreign made um-
brallas are used, of whirh Germany
e3d Japan supply the buii.

Reason for Diverces.

After a woman marries a man he
gees her the greater portion of the
time in clothes of the kind that he
never saw before marriage except
on women who were running to a fire,
~—Atchison Globe.

“How," walls a stenographer In a
Sunday paper, “can wa girls escape
the unwelome attention of our em-
ployera?' Might try climbing a tree,
suggests the Cleveland Leader, and
making a nolse like a s_ulruotto.

Farmers should all have telephones,
Write to us and learn how to get thw;
hest service for the least money. Ne-
braska Telephone Company, 18th and
Douglag streets, Omaha. "“Use the
Bell.”

Lincoln Directory
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HERBERT E.GOOCH CO.
BROKERS AND DEALERS
Grain, Provisions, 8tocks, Cotton
204-208 Fraternity Bldg.

Maln Office
Lincoin, Nehraska.

Bell Phone 512 Autn Phone 2050
Largest House in State

State

Journal

|

ANNOUN CES its third annual bargain week dur-
ing which subscriptions will be accepted for the
whole year or 1909 at the cut price of only $3 with-
out Sunday, or $4 including Sunday. This Bargain
Rate is good only during the week of December

to

28 and the regular rates after that date will be $4
and $5. All new subscriptions commence January 1.
and continue until January 1, 1910 at the $3 and $4
rate. All papers stopped at the end of that time

a couple cents.

no dead-beat bills.

without any effort on your part. One reason why
this cheap price can be made on such a big news-
paper is that everybody pays in advance, thus having
You pay only for your own paper
this way. Next, by cutting out traveling solicitors’
salaries, hotel bills and railroad fare, and doing all
business through Uncle Sam’s mails at a cost of only
When an agent calls on you to
present a proposition, remember you pay every cent
of his salary and exp2nses; in most cases the solicitor
gets more than you are making. It’s a wastetul

cut him out.

to hold or none to _get.

metuod and you pay for the waste.
trying to dodge the middleman---here’s a chance to
The Journal doss not

Everybody is

rint liquor ad-

vertisements or unclean medical st
other state dailies.

get the news.

low price.

subject in taoe interests of the people.
about your politics, during the lezislative session

Why not protect your family
from impure advertising? The Journal is not under
obligations to a political clique because it has no job

It is free to treat every

accepted by

No matter

you will find The State Journal the one newspaper
whose reports are completest, fairest and earliest.
We are right on the ground and spend the money to
Remember, just this one week of cut-
price and then back to the old rate.

this big state paper until January 1, 1910, at this
Send your money to

State Journal, Lincoln, Nebraska

Why not try
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