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for your kindness in permitting me
to come here and meet you."”

An excellent program of vocal and
instrumental music was rendered
during the evening. — New York
World.

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY

To The Editor of The Commoner:
These two opposite ownerships
separate society, as a whole, into two
distinet economic classeg: The use-
ful, producing class on the one hand,
and the non-producing or useless
on the other, to the extent of the
profits exacted of the former.

The bounties of nature, such as
land, forests and so forth, in their
natural state have a use value, but
no exchange value, for the reason,
labor does not enter their produc-
tion, therefore any rental price
exacted for any part of mother earth
is of the nature of profit.

This is the starting point or basis
for all forms of private ownership of
property for rental, interest, profit,
or speculative incomes,

The two ownerships to property
cannot exist together at the same
time in the same commodity.

Where the use ownership ends the
profit ownership begins, or vice
Versa.

All commodities are social products,
for the reason that the labor of the
workers in the different industries
enters into their production, distri-
bution, and conservation.

The value of each single com-
modity is measured or determined
by the average social necessary labor
time expended by each worker in
helping to produce it.

If the necesary social labor time
is reduced one-half, with the aid of
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labor-saving machinery in the
duction of a single commodity, fits
exchange value will be reduced In
like proportion.

What is true of one commodity of
a particular kind is true of others.

Ignorance of economies among the
producing class is the bane of the
world.

The great majority of them do not
realize that they are the real pro-
ducers of both the value of the wages
they receive and the prefits exacted
of them.

Let us assume that the average
working day consists nine hours;
that the wage of workers in the dif-
ferent Industries produce on an
average the value of the wages they
receive in three hours’ time,

On this assumption they would
receive only one-third of the value
of the commodities which they have
produced, the remaining six hours of
their labor would be expended in pro-
ducing value for their employers for
nothing in return as an equivalent in
useful productive labor or service.

The first and most Important
economic lesson for the producing
class to learn is how to retain the
full social share of the value of the
property they produce, instead of a
fractional part of it; why it is that
we have a wage working class; why
it is that profits are exacted of them;
why it is that they are competing
with each other for jobs; why it is
that their material Iinterests are
opposed to the material interests of
their employers as a class; why it is
that we have a non-producing class
in society to the extent of the profits
exacted; why it is that they (the pro-
ducing class) and their familles
suffer for the lack of the necessary
food, clothing, houses, and so forth,
that they have produced in abun-
dance, in short, when they fully
learn and realize that the primary
and prinecipal cause why they are

‘receiving a decreasing share of the

value of their products is because of
the private ownership of property for
profit; then will they realize that
thelr mission is to free themselves
from the system of wage slavery, by
organizing themselves as a whole
into an industrial or co-operative
body of workers for the purpose of
substituting the use ownership of
the means of production and distri-
bution for the private ownership for
profit, and thus make it possible for
them to retain the full social share
of the value of the different com-
modities that each one helps to pro-
duce, Ignorance and superstition
among the working class on econo-
mies must first be overcome before
they can vote intelligently on ques-
tions pertaining to the general wel-
fare of society.

To that extent they voluntarily or
otherwise help to maintain the profit
ownership of property, to that ex-
tent they vote and work against their
own material interests, whether they
realize it or not.

The results or effects that grow
out of the system of private owner-
ship of property for profit, such as
strife, crime, murder, ostentatious
display and debauchery, each for
himself, anarchy in production and
distribution of property, discord in
families, poverty among the useful
producing class and their families,
prostitution, divoree cases for non-
support, maintenance of the able-
bodled non-producers in society, the
concentration of power and wealth
in the hands of the few, the adultera-
tion of food, production for profit
and not for use, wage slavery, real
estate business, evictions for non-
payment of rent, the labor and time
expended in helping to defend and
protect the speculative ownership of
property, and go forth, would all be
removed under the cnmpleto collec-

tive or co-operative ownership for
use, on the principle that opposite

I

pro- | eauses produce opposite effects, other

things belng equal.

To point out the destitution and
deprivations of the working class as
the result of the profit ownership of

property, and contrast the advan-
tages that would be gained by them
under the co-operative ownership
would be an endless task.

HENRY SBCOTT.

Free—Examination In Your Home

Send No Money With Your First Order
Factory Prices —Convenient Monthiy Payments—Save 1540 %
WILL send this very handsome Rocker or any other article
_ I of furniture that you may select from my big book of bar-
7 If satis

ains—Direct from My Factory, without one cent in advance,

; after receiving your order, send a small payment each
# month until paid, I manufacture and sell all kinds of furniture
direct to the consumer at low factory prices,

This Sample Rocker $449

Sent To You On Approval

A better Rocker value for the pdc. cannot be foand anywhere
undor $10.00, It is very strongl l’ bullt—Genuine Oak—H and-
somely ¢ —Spring seat—Form fitling bac enmwm
upholstered—Covering, Jersey leather; a near g
last as long. 1 sell hundreds of just such bargains.

Send For My Free Book of Furniture
]' Aﬂd Rug Bugaim It pictures and describes hun-

dreds of useful and beautilul
things for your home, all of which are sold direct from factory
to consumer on very small monthly payments. The book also
explning my money saving pians and how easily you can open
an account with us. Send your name and address at once.

%  Address ARTHUR LEATH, Pres.Gen'l Mgr.
A. LEATH & CO., 7080 Grove Ave., Elgin, IIL
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‘Comprehensive
Sf andard Dictionan

Imm-m

x il in-
Commoner at the $2 50

Price of

glven the opportunity to secure The
eastern publishing house, at the pub-
commissions. While this offer lasts
you at the special price of $2.50,

useful dictionary ever Issued, The
in the office, in the school and In the

= N1-2
’ Dlrect from the bindery to readers of The
l:lu)”- »
7 Special
% ity Prepaid
By a special arrangement, !lHmited
to a short time, Commoner readers are
Comprehensive Siandard Dictionary,
direct from the bindery of a large
lishers’ met whelesanle priece, thus sav-
ing all booksellers’ profits and agents’
this splendid dictionary will be malled
direet and prepald from the biadery to
BOUND IN LEATHER, LIKE A BIBLE
it is the most beautiful, handy and
Comprehensive Standard Dietlonary s
especially “designed for convenlent use
home, by busy people of all clusses
who desire quick reference to a re-

560 Pagen

able dictic .~ It is desizne
I Defines 38,000 wor@s, incloding omiy for trmnry, s_Sanianed ok

only for those who do not possess a
large unabridged dictionary, but for
those also who have a large one and
desire a more compact and handy
volume for readler consultation,

An Extra In-
ducement if
order is sent
in ten days

We want every Commoner reader to
get one of these dictionaries while this

3,000 new terms; over 600 pictorial
De Luxe limp leather
Denison thumb-index.

illustrations;
edition;

Special Dictionary Offer

THE COMMONER, Lincoln, Neb:

Gentlemen: I hereby accept
amur llberal offer and enclose
2,60 for which please mail direct
and prepaild from the publishers,
one copy of The Comprehensive
Standard DMetlonary, bound In

and MAIL TODAY

beautiful black leather, gold side offer is open. As a speclal induce-
and back stamp. For acceptling ment for orders sent within 10 days,
this offer within 10 days, you will wé are authorized by the publishers to

also Include a full “year's sub-
scription to The Commoner with-
out additional cost.

include a full year's subscription to
The Commoner without additional cost,
or extend your date of expiration (if
now a subscriber) for one year.

Send TODAY for this Bargain Offer.

The Commoner, Lincoln, Neb
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