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Thomas Brackett Reed

Publication of "'MODERN ELOQUENCE"

[10 Handsome Library Volumes.]

Is an event of gromlor importance. For the first time
the best After-dinner Speeches, Lectures, Addrom:'s.
Anecdotes, Reminiscences and hepart.eo of Amerioa’s
and England's most brilliant men have been selected
—adited-arranged—by an editorial board of men
L hemselves slogquent with word and pen—men whe
have achieved eminence in varied flelds of activity.
Those gems of spoken thought were fugitive from lac
of proper preservative means, until the Hon, Thomas
B. Reed, upon voluntarily retiriog from the Bpeaker.
ship of the House of Representatives, gathered abount
him these men of mark and experience in literature,
his friends and co-workers in other flelds and begam
the task ol&ro aring thi ?reat work. North, East,
South and eag. and the Mother country as well, have
been searched for gems in every fleld of eloguence.
Here was a lecture that had wrought u the very
souls of great aundiences ; there an after-dinner speech,
which “between the lines'’ was freighted with ths des-
tinios of nations, Here was an eulogy expressing in
foew but virile words the love, the honor and the tears
of millions, and there an address pregnant with the
frufits of a strenuous life's work. Or perchanoce, a rem-
iniscence, keen, scintillant repartee, or a story, potent
in significance, and atlame with human interest. Mat-
tor there was in abundance, for Eoglish speaking peo-
ples are eloguent, but the best—only the best, only the great,

most ambitious contribution to literature—his piece
de rexigtance—** The Influence and the History of Oratory.””
Prof. Lorenzo Sears, beloved and honored in many
lands for his critical and contributary work in litera-
ture, was writlne ‘“T'he History of After-dinner Speaking.””
So with Champ Clark, Edward Everett Hale,

Dolliver and Hamilton Wright Mabie—each was p
ducing a special contribution, whieh of itself is & gem
of thought, a monument to research, study and obsery-
ant experience,

Whatever the viéwpoint, this work is without pre-
cedent, It has no predeceszor, no competitor. Bpesches
that have been flashed across continents, lectures that
have been repeated over and over again to never-tiring
audiences (but never published), addresses that have
made famous the man, the time and the place—these
are brought together for the first time, and with them
a large number of the wittiest sayings of the wittiest
men of the nineteenth century,

For an hour—for a whole evening in the easy chair at
home~for the study of style and diction that have ¢lec-
trified brilliant assemblies, for the man ambitlous to
become a successful or popular public speaker, and for
the one who has to prepare a toast or an address, this
work is a never-falling source of charm and inspiration,
Nor is this solely "'a man's work."” *The tenderest trib-
ute towoman I bave ever read,” said Senator Dolliver,
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the brilfiant, the worthy to endure, has been the idin
rule of Mr, Reed and his colleagues. Their editori
labors have been immense.
While libraries and musty flles were being delved
into in a hundred places—while famous men were put-
ting into manuseript their brain children—while rem-
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when he read the manuscript of {!osaph Choate's after-
dinner s?ooh 'The Pilgrim Mothers.” .
“MODERN hw?elie CE" Is sumptously published,
but moderately priced. To properly present this ece
lectic library,Portofolios comprising Table of Contents,
fine Photogravures, chromatic plates, sample pages
iniscence, repartee, and story were being reduced to | and other interesting material have been prepared.
type, and l‘nipoeflta,el. addreuiuetni n(a‘m:;?turu. 1:{:2 ?Il. :'&bi:el‘ortef u.wlth full rtt':cuhrs regard-
money could not buy, were in frien p's name ng s prices, terms, etc., will led fr
was preparing for this work, his uppllutlon‘.. if you mention The b
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offered, Mr. Reed mmoner,
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