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CHAPTER IX.
The Advent of Creegan.
ALTER vouzht the library im-
mediately after dinner, to

smoke and to brosd over va-
rivus personal concerns of
his own. He found, indeed. that his
mools were fickle to such an oxtent
that hardiy Koew from hour to hour

» zludd or wratched, Al-
thought, there

il of the de-
tectives that souzht his trefi

ount of them he was grateful

ool

' his
waus the haunting dreg

on ac
for 1his refugze. But, on the other hand,
he expwericnced growing alsrm over
thiis Intitonie relation with Wain

renowned foe of criminnls
Thers was something maon
fact that he.
openly, if

wricht, the
such as he
Walter in the

he thiel, wias liele OsSIIE

not holdls s the leither-in-law of
most efective district attoroey Aew
York lind @ r p wxpgsia], whose jrojm-
larity thus secursd bade falr now to
m ¢ the man the chief exeecutive of
the state. This ussociation with Wain-
wricht kept the vouth Iin a constant
tremor of apie ns est the worst
fitil He expostulated in valn with
Amvirew whio tregted him and his ar-
[l noents With a o ne comremnt. His
offset to the disdain of the Master Iny
{n the patent admiration acecorded him
Liv Fleddenn Wainwright, the reiat man's
sisteor, wiln to b sure. was meraly n
B irl of sixteen. on her vacation.
#t the helress to tildy fortune and
remurkalily protty, if net especially
ridensd with I With something
of her hirother's or of fdenlization,
. iy v b <2 wortl v subjeet, she
w = o S 1 Waiter eceellence
epouglh to muake him the hero of her
firsr lish mahb v odreaming.
8 hic nart., Walier. drawn by her
gainty face and demure mnnner, was
el to think tiat e might muke
himusellf o safe poxition in the world
pnel socure o =atisfactory living with-
ot work i 1 ing this Lread and
i ‘ 1 riuanately, howsver,
bies wnon found 1hiat the earryving: out of
his o n was beset with ditficulties,
" ww letrerly it seeined that
] 1 or 1o spe Hielen for a mo
I ! pe, mbrh less gZiveu oppor-
" elonemeng vven were the
: izements made,
T P31 (st pow, it was clear
1 ) 1 t he must appwen’ directiy to
] 1 fon ] the execation of his
1 1 114 this noecessity he was
1 tedl by the fact that already, un
fer Andrew -ompulsion, be had set
i e oy putative sister In a
1 Y 2zl He had lween
to pretemd financial distress to
b 1 ez her to belp him in saviog
kri exposiure amd diszrace Nat
1331 { (1] rvee the pomsibility of bar
i whn | ith 1o bher hus-
! s, W had vielded to
I T s mpid suppliedl him repent
edlr with meoeney withiout her bushband's
} wlndr The fact increased hes
gt it rnnt But Walter's snle con
' in the matter wns dissatisfaction
ater the effect these trnnspcetions must
1 e in making her bhostile to himself
and so an obstocle, not a help, in his
plan tn PHssess Helen,

titer gcowled as he Teflected on

the fnet that this finaneis!l intriguing
with Lurene wi asltogether an anooy-
ance to him ginee even tha money In
volved did not remain with bim, but
" invarinhly turnsd over to Andrew
I» that taskmnster’'s orders. “Devil-
I=h poor picking=. I eall 11" was the
thilef's unspoken comment, with a
gieer.  Anrhow, be decided he must
mike the ¢ffort to enlist Lucene's as

giztance in his wooing of Flelen. With
ionkked ap to behold
the doorwar,

see you, #ir." was

thi re=nive he
T'arker in
“A pgentieman te

the announcement.

Walter was astonished and alarmed,
for he knew of no acguaintance likely
miles of this peizhbor-
pone gware of his
Wialter Bilount. But be-
determine an guswer to
servant Andrew himself

to be within

hond

entity as

nnd certainly
he eould
Le svaiting
pripeaed

“Pardon

-y

be =uid in tones
' the utrmost respect: “but perhaops
yoir Lad better leave the matter to me.
] I know fhe man's Husiness, It
‘he least importance,
ven low order ro Parker.

“Oh, off righn, if yon say 20" Wal-

fer reiurped, gruppily, concesling the

me,  w®ir,”

Lot of

| elared, with much respect, if littie ad-

rellef he felt In learning that tils was
probably anotbher of his tyraaot’'s con-
wivances rather than a pursaer on his
own trail. “Who is the guy?’ he ash-
ed, as Parker disappeared after the
low spoken command from his em
plorer.

Andrew regarded
with wintery eyves,
lids.

“That.” be said gently. bur with an |
inflection that was convineing, “is one
guestion teoo mmuy.” Then, he turned
slowly, and went out of the room, un-
mindful of the scowling thief, who
cringed helpless under his domiuation

Audrew, after leaving the library, as-
cended directly to his own room at
the top of the house and there fonnd
the caller whom Parker had just guid-
ed thither.

the young man
through mnarrow

“AMy eye!” the semewhat rough ap-
pearing individual remarked amiabily,
as the Master Mind entered. “This Is

some swell joint, hey ¥
“Mr. Woainwricht will be
with coinmendation,

1 »14-;1x._‘af1

An-

sir,™

your

“Who is the guy™

drew nnswered, with a monnper of ha-
bitual servility.
“Say, dou't you get

fresh, old gee-

zer:” the visitor esclaimed angrily.
“And, samyvhow, why am [ tucked uap
here in <hie atti Wheat's the game.
eh® He stood for s moement, Llink-

butler of the
recollection

fuz thoughtfuily at the
houschold, and a sudden

assailed him. “Wailnwright's just got
married—whnt ¥’

*“Nes, sir,”” Andrew replied. still in his
assumed character, “Mr. Walnwright
wns mnarried about six months ago,
sir.”

“Some class to him!" the caller de-
“Married and wvominnted
for governor all in the same month.
That's going some, believe me!™ He
nodded toward the window. aud there
was a noticeable apprebensiveusss in
his voice when next be spoke, *'BSay,
'bo, what's that big building off across
there on the hill” Ain't ne jail 'round
here, us ever 1 Leard.”

“No, gir,” Andrew said. ‘“That is the
Powhattan Asvium For the lnsane, un-
der the direction of the celebrated 1w,
Forbes." Abruptly a change came into
the manner of his address. and he
spoke to the stocklly built map facing
him with an incisive directness that
caused the sbarpened features of his
listener to pxpress n new, suspicioas
alertness. “You are from Chicago,
&ir?

“What's that to you?’ the fetlow
snaried, his small eyes lowering.

Andrew wasted not time.

“Your mame is Creegan” he said
coldiz. “You were sent here by Mr.
Whitcomb.™

“WWell, now, Mr. Know-it-allL"” svas
the insolent retort, “mavrbe | was, and
maybe 1 wasn't., What's the answer 7"

“Yon were to inquire for Walter

miration.

Blount, but another person wus o give
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