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CHAPTER VI

A Horseshoe For Luck.
MOKE was for the moment

speechless. “You did it a-pur-
Shorty demanded.

“1 did it to give the old timers
a chance™ She laughed mockingly
The men grinned at ecach other and
finally joined her. *I'd lay you across
I give you a wallopin® it
women folk wasa't so scarce in this
country,” Shorty assured ber

“Your father diduo’t sprain a tendon,
but waited till we were out of sight
and then went on ™ Smoke asked.

She nodded.

“And yon were the decoy 7

Azuin she nodded. and this time
Smoke's lauvghter rang out clear aud
true. It was the spontanpceous laughter
of a frankly beaten man,

“Why don’t yon get angry with me,"
she queried rmefolly, “or—or wallop
me?"’

“*Well, we might as well be startin
back,” Shorty nrged. “My feet's get
tin’ cold standin’ here

Smoke shook nis head.

pose s

¥ knee an’

“*That would

]

]

]

mean four hours lost We must be
eight miles up this creek now, and|

from the look ahenad Norway is making
a long swing south.
then ¢ross over the divide svmehow
and tap Squaw creek
above Discovery."
“Won't you come along with us? |
told your father we'd look after yon''

“1""— She hesitated. I think 1 shall
if yon don't mind.” She wias looking
straight at bim, and her face wuas no
Jonger defiant and mocking. “Really,
Mr. Smoke, you make me almost sor
ry for what I have done. But some
body had to save the old timers.”

IFor two hours more they kept to the
frozen creek bed of Norway. then turn

Wed foilow iLl

somewhere |
He looked at Joy |

ed into a parrow and rugzed tribntary |

that flowed from the south.
day they began the ascent of the di-
vide itself. Behind them, looking down
and buack, they could see the long lipe
of stampeders breaking up.

As for themselves, the

going was

hard. They wallowed throuzh sunow to
their waists and were compelied to
stop every few yards toe Dbreathe

Shorty was the tirst to call a halL

“We been hittin® the trall for over
twelve bours,” lhe said.
plumb willin® to say 1I'm good an' tired
An so are you. An' I'm free to shout

“Smoke, I'm |

At mid- |

|
|
i
|
I

{

that I ¢can sure hang on to this here|

pasear ke a starvin® Indian to a himnk
of bear meant. Dut this poor girl bere
can't keep her legs no time If she
don't get sowmethin' in ber stomach
Here's where we build a fire.  What
d’'sesay?

So quickly. so deftly and methodical
Iy did they go about making a tew-

porary camp that Joy admitted to her |

gelf that old timers could not do it
better. Spruce boughs, with a spread
bianket on top, gave a foundatien for

rest and cooking operations. But they

1 | )

“Why don't you get angry with me,”
the queried rucfully, “or—or wallop
mal?"

Lot away from the heat of the flre
nntil noses and cheeks had been rub-
I I erueliy
Oy the stoopn slope of the divide there
Wis no fee, <0 spow as fine and hard
il ervsmllive ax granuolated sugar
wius ponred 1nto the @nld pan by the

! I oonti) enongh bad been melted
tor the coffes Smoke frivd bacon and
Pheowed biscalis. Shorty kept the foel

vi gl rended the the, and JIny

e sl e talve I'Um:lﬂ!‘ed ﬂf twao
Ioles, Two cups, IWo Spoons, 4 tn of

]
'
|

down be bad stepped always in his|
previvus tracks. As a resalt. in the
widst of soft snow apd veiled under
later snowftalls was a line of Irregulur
bhummocks. If one’s foot missed a
bunmmock he plunged down through
unpacked spow and osuaily to a fall
Also, the moose hunter had been an
exceptionally long lezzed individual
Joy. who wus eager now thas the two
wen should stnke and fearing that they
were slnckening thelr pace on accoint
of ber evident wearlness, insisted oo
tking ber turn o the lead. The speed
aud manner in which sbe pegotiuted
the precarious footing called out
Shorty’'s ungqualitied approval

“Look at bher™ be cried. *'She's the
real goods un’ the red meat. Look at
them mwoceasins swing alouz! No bigh
heels there! Sbhe uses the fegs God
gave her. She's the right squaw o1
any bear hunter.”

Looking back as they came to the
bank of Squaw creek they could see
the stampede, strung ont irregularly
sturuggling along the descent of the di
vide.

They slipped down the bauk to the
creelk bed. No recent feet had disturb-
ed the snow that lay upon its ice, and
they knew they were above the Dis
covery cluim and the last stakes of the
Sea Lion stampeders,

“Look out for springs!" Joy warned
as Smolkie ledl the way down the creek
“At 70 below you’ll lose your feet if
Fou break through.”

These springs, common to wost Klon-
dike streams, pever cease at the lowest
lemperatores. A man stepping on dry |
snow might break through half an inch
of fce skin and tind himself ap to the
Koees in water. ln five mioutes, un-|
less able to remove the wet gear, the
loss of one's feet was the penalty.

They watched for a blazed tree on
either bank, which would show the
center stake of the last claim located.
Joy, impulsively eager, was the first to,
find it She darted abead of Smoke,
crying: |

“Somebody’'s been there! See the!
snow! Look for the blaze! There it|
is! See that sprnce!” Sha sank sud-|
denly to her waist In the snow. *“*Now |
I've done it,” sbe sald woefully. Then
she cried: “Pon’'t come near me! I'll]
wiude out.,”

Step by step. each time breaking
thrauzh the thln skiu of lee concenled |
under the dry snow, she forced her |
way to solid footing. Smoke did not|
wait, but sprang to the bank, where |
dry and seasoped twigs and sticks, |
lodged among the brush by sprinz
freshets, waited the match, By the
time sbe reuched his side the first
tinmes and flickers of an assured tire
were rising.

“Sit down!™ he commanded.

She ubediently sat down in the snow,
He slipped bis pack from his back and
spread a blanket for her feet

I'rom above came the voices of the
stampeders who followed them.

“Let Shorty stake!"” she urged.

“Go on, Shorty.,” Smoke said as he
attacked her moceasins, alrendy stiff
with ice. *“‘Pace off a thousand feet
and place the two center stakes. We
can fix the corner stakes afterward.”

With bis knife Smoke cut away the
Incings and lenther of the mocecasins
So stilf were they with fce that they
snapped and crackled under the hack
inz nnd sawing, The siwash socks and
heavy woolen stockings were sheaths
of ice. It was as if her feet and calves
were incased in corrugated iron.

“How are your feet?” he asked as he
worked.

“Pretty oumb. [ can't move or feel
my toes. But it wili be all richt. The
fire is burning beautifully. Watch out
vou don't freeze your hands., They
must HYe numb now from the way
voure fumbling.”

He slipped bis mittens on™and for
nearly a minute smashed the open
hands savagely against his sides. When
he felt the blood prickle he pulled off
the mittens and ripped and tore and
sawed and bhacked at the frozen gar-
ments. The white skin of one foot ap-
peared, then that of the otiher, to be
exposed to the bite of 70 below zero

Then came the rubbing with snow,
carried on with an intensity of cruel
fierceness, till she squirmed andshrank
and moved bher toes and joyously com.
plained of the hurt. He balf dragged
her and she half lifted herself nearer
to the fire. He placed her feet on the
blanket close to the flesh saving flames.

“You'll have to take care of them for
awhbile.,” he said.

She could now safely remove her
mittens and work and manipulate ber
mixed salt and pepper and a tin of
sugar. When it came to eating she
and Smoke shared one set between
them. They ate out of the snme plate
aud deank from, the saune cup. {
It was neacly 2 in. the al‘temoon!
when they cleared the crest of the
divide and begun dropping down a
feeder of Sguaw creek. Harlier in the |
winter some moose hunter made a trail |

up the canyon—that is, in going up and |

l
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own feet., with the wisdom of the ini-
tinted being wuichiul thar the heat of

the fire was absorbed slowly While
she did this he attacked Lis hands, The
snow did not meit or maoisten. Its

light erystals were like so much sand.
Slowiy the stings and pangs of ciren-
lation came back into the chilled flesh
Then he tended the fire, unstrapped
the lizhg pack from her back and got
out a complete change of footgear.

Shorty returned slong the creek bed
and climbed the bauk to them. I sure
staked a full thousan' feet.” he pro-
claimed, "No. 27 an’ No. 28, thougzh
I'd only got the upper stake of 27
when I met the first zZeczer of the
bunch behind. He just straight declar-
ed 1 wasn't goin’ to stake 28 A |}
told him™—

“Yes, yves." Joy cried. “What did you
rell him*"

“Well, 1 teld him stralzht that if be
didn't back np plamb 500 feet I'd sure
punch his froze nose into ice cream an'
chocolate eclairs. He backed ap, au
I've got in the center stakes of two
fall an’ bonest H00 foot creeck elnims
He stalked next. an’ | zuess by now

the bunch has Squaw ereck loeated to |

headwaterse an’ down the other side
Ourn is sufe t's too dark to see now,
but we can pnt out the corner stakes
in the mornin’.”

Wien they awoke they fonmd a
change had taken place during the

night. So wiarm was it thar Shorry
and Smoke estimated the temperature
at no more than 20 below, On top of
their blankets lay six inches of frost
erysials.

“Guswl moerning. Bow  are  your
feet? was Smuke's grecting across the
asheés of the tire to where Joy Gastell
wus sitting up In her sleeping furs,

Shorty built the fire and quarried ice
fromn the creek while Smolks cooked
breakfanst. Daylizght came va as they
finished the meal.

“You 2o an’ fis them corner stakes,
Smoke.” Shorty said. “There's gravel
under where | chopped ive for the ecf
fee, an’ Fm 2oin’ to melt snow an
wash a paso of that same zravel for
luck.”

Smoke departed, ax in hand, 1o blaze
the stakes. Starting (rom the down
stream center stake of Noo 27, ne
beaded at rizht angles across the por-
row vallev roward i{ts rhin He pro-
cediled methodieally, almost automat-
feally, for his mind was alive with ree-
ollections of the uizht helfore

bed with snow, and this empery scem
ed to estend to the rest and all of this
woman of his kind. In dim and fiery
ways a leeling of possession mastered
bim. It seemed that all that was nec-

essary was for him to walk np to this |
Joxy Gastell. take her hand in his and

say “Come.,”

It was in this moeod that he discov-
ered something that made him forger
empery over the white feet of womin
At the valley rim he blazed no corner
stnke. He did not reach the valley
rim, but instead he found himselt con
fronted by anotber stream. He linaed

aop with his eye a blasted willow tres |

and a big and recognizable spruce. He
retnrned to the stream where
the center stnkes. He followed the
bed of the creek around a wide horse.
shoe bend through the flat amd fouua
that the twoe creeks were the s:ume
creek. Next he flogodered twice
through the snow from wvalley riim to
valley rim, running the first line from
the lower stake of No. 27, the second
from the upper stake of No. 28, and

he found that the upper stake of the |
latter xvas lower than the lower stike |

of the former. In the wray twiizht
and half darkness Shorty had loeat-
ed their two claims on the horse
shoe.

Smoke plodded bpback to the Hitle
camp. Shorty, at the end of washing
a pan of gravel, exploded ar signt of
bim.

“We got it

Shorty cried, holling

out the pan. *“Look a0 i1 A nosty
mess of zold, ‘Two nondred rizht
there if it's a1 cent She runs rich

from the top of the wash gravel.”

Smoke cast an incurivnus zlance at
the coarse gold, poured Liimself a cup
of coffee ut the tire and sar down
Shorty was disgruntled by nhis purt-
ner's lack ot delizht in the discov-
ery. .

“Why doa't yon kick in an’ get ex-
cited?" he demanded. *“We got our
pile right here.”

Smoke took a swallow of coffee he
fore replying. *Sborty, why are our
two claims lere like the Panama ca-
nal?”

“*What's the answer?"

“Well, the eastern entrance of the
Panama canal is west of the western
entrance, that's all.”

“Go on." Sborty said.
the joke yet.”

“In short, Shorty, you staked onr
two claims on a biz horseshoe bend.
The upper stake of 28 is ten feet be
low the lower stake of 27."

“You mean we ain't got nothin',
Smoke "

“Worse than that; we've gor ten feet
less than nothing.”

Shorty departed down the bank on

“l ain’t scen

the run. Five minutes later he return-
ed. In response to Joy's look he
nodded.

*We might as well break camp and
start back for Dawson,” Smoke siid,
beginning to fold the blankets.

“F am sorry, Smoke,” Joy said
all my fanlt Dad's staked for me
down neuar Discvovery, | know. 1l
give you my claim.”

He shook his head.

“Shortxy!’”" she plended.

Shorty shook his head and began to
langh. It was 1 colossal  jaugh
Chuckles :ind mutled explosions vield
ed to hearty rours.

“It aln't hrsreries.™ he esplained. 1
sure get poweriil ainused ar times, an’
this is one of tham."

“lt’:“

He felt |
somehow that he had won to empery |
over the delicate Hue and firm mnseles |
of those feet and anzles he bhad rub- |

were

Iliz muze chanced wo il on the zola |
pan. He walied gver el graveiy |
Nicked it scatterinz the 2old uver th=
Inndsiape It ain't onen’™ be saio
“1t belongs to the geezer | backed up
300 feet last night.  An’ what gets me
is 490 of them feet was to the zood—
his zoxl. Come on, Smoke let's
istart the hike to Dawson, though if
youwre hankerin® (o

gowre mnkerin 1o kIl me 1 wou't| Qi Eor Constitutional Gonven-

| (To Be Continued.)
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 Farms for Sale!

Oreapolis; good
acres mostly bottom land, good hay
land.

ltand, pood pasture, good farm
s ;
isk for our price.

; -l*f acres well improved, close to
| market.
| 100 acres, good mprovements.
| Price cheap.

And many others on our list for
sale.

Farm rates. No

delays.

I. B PGLLOGK,

Tel. No. 1 Plattsmouth

-BLAGKSMITHING -

Loans at low

HORSESHOEING!

I am now prepared to look
after all general biacksmithing
and horseshoeing. Shop 4 |-2
niles west of Murray.

JOHN DURHAM.

L. J. Hall

The Union Auctioneer
Union, Nebraska

All sale mattersentrusted tomy care
will receive prompt and care-
ful attention.

Farm and Stock Sales
a Specialty!

Rates Reasonable!

827 Address or phone me at Uniop
for open dates.

ES e

CASTORIA
For Infants and Children,
 The Kind You lmmmllldt

Bears the

The Harn Foerm, one mile west r.!ri
improvements, 258

ihe one phase of the affair that does

| not appeal to the greater share of the

lawmakers. They argue that it is bei- |
ter from the standpoint of the people

to act upon three or four amendments

at each biennial election and to get a |
theorough understanding of them than
to @ct upon ten times that many and
know little or nothing about any con-
siderable number of them.

Istock vards at South Omaha and of
the live stock exchange of the same
ity will undoubtedly cause a flutter
when the time comes for the matter
to be acted upon. It is raising a fight
Jri::n wias started in the late campaign
and hefore it has engulfed both houses
| will likely cause much bitterness.

The first plan of making an out and
out investigation was given up be
czuse the members did not want to
incur the expense and then have to
mould legislation afterwards to fit
| their findings. TUnder the plan now
pursued, they can shape their legisla
tion to meet the apparent require-
ments of the hour and then can make
such amendments as they think, aftes
regular committee investigation, ap-
pear to be unfair to the interests con-
cerned.

The charge is made that the live
stoek exchange is operating a combi-
nation in unlawfol restraint of the
cemamission business and that the
prices for seliing are fixed there and
those who do not conform thereto are
ousted from privileges of the market.

Against the stock vards the charge
is made that the yardage and grain
charges are excessive and that the
concern is making a greater return
upon its investment than it should be
allowed to under present regulation
of public utilities. The latter charze
the railway commission recently had
hefore it in argument. Tt is awaiting
the time, in fact, when it can settle
that important matter and when it
wiil hand down its ruling on the case.

TFhe present law gives tRHe railway
commission the right to regulate the
sorvice and prices of the stock yards,
nnd while there have been only ona |
of two minor complaints in the matter
there has never heen until the late
casa a chanee for the offteials to make
a ruling in the matter.

Tnvestigalion of the affairs of ma'

The recommendation of the gov-
ernor that all publi¢ utility corpora
tiomns, including the municipal plants
of all kinds over the state, be placed
under the state railway commission's
jurisdiction, is not meeting aproval |
at the hanids of the legislators. Thel.
step would be entirely out of sympathy |
with the fundamentals of the I!mur'-'

1

eratie party, and would hardly fit in
with. the ideas of any particular di
vision of that party. For instance, il
is a step which the World-Herald has
been fighting against for several yvears
past and which C. W. PBryan, as a
member of the Lincoln Municipai
Ownernship league, has said would bhe
more than unfair to the people of the
capital city, to Owmaha and to people

Signatare.of

| away

| effort to get
| that the peonle

| that

| ing this clause:

| tha publisher of newspaper in which

of the state noniversity fhese officials
kave camplete control of the medical
schoo! and, of e« woild he in a
pocition to dictate the details of ita
management. Thusg the power of levy
ing these charges wonld never get
from the

it onle, It would al
wavs be within the hands of the offi-
s named by the poapl 3

The haospital wil ely he o hone of
contention Letween the
the legislature, as the former has told
Dr. Hoffmeister that e would veto ti e
bill when came to him. The lezis
Intor stated that he would make an

Hrse

thems

governor and

votes to shaoaw
wantad the new
In th

possilile thy

enoungh
reails
adjunet to the meadical scheol.
event it might he |
zovernor would relent and
found working for the i
helleves infrequent use

power, ]"i!'!i( l!.‘"!}' where the wish ol

f the veto
the paeople is obvionsiy contained in a
bl breught to him for signat

The hill by Aunderson of Phelps
ting down the dally the for op
of thirst emporinms will likely gi
the lezislator somethinz to fight over
in lively shiane. The measure provides
that all ]
close thelr doors at 6 o'clock, instead
of 8 o'rlock, in the eveninz, The
measure is the prodaet of Anderson’s
own efforts, he savs, and no member:s
of the anti:suleon Jeague or any other
temperance organizations are hack nof
it. He simply i to cee what n
Democratic legisiatin
measura and what the
who are there will do with it whe
ther have an opportunity to vote on it

Other than that, the author thinks
the hill will not bhe worth much

All of which shouid make the
age taxpaver wonder why the legisla
ture meats and whnat should be the
attitude of the membhers with regard
to the introduction of legislation.

The house is determined that the
senate shall not spend more than S0
000 for the salaries of its emplovees
and the members of the apper house
are determined in the same propostion
they cannot zZet along on that
amount. Which means that there will
likely be a nice little differenes of
opinion manifested from time to time
during the session #s to what
constitute efficiency within the mean
ing of that word. The senators sa)
that they want to get along without
any friction, but that it will take more
men and women to do the work than
the house members first fieured.

salogns in Lhe

th the

o will do wi
Republican

aver

shiati

Three newspaper publishers in the
legislature propose to see to it that all
legal notices shall be paid for promnt.
ly instead of the publisher beinz com
pelled to wait several months for hi:
money. When a legal pablication has
begn made the owner of the newsna
PET InUEL swear lo an affdavit contajin ¢
been

“Publication fee has paid to

fuch publication was made.”

|

finally got throuzh.
Publlic warehons:
a debate

resolutions atart
which for a sane Lont

interesting, Tibbets of Adams sent ng
a resolution asking for the appolnt
ment H & commitios

shonld he comnns d of o Ver. ot
farmer and another, who should dr

a bill alonz lines sugeested by the
Farmers' nnion.

Mr. Osterman derlnrcd that othes
OrEe: .21 14 111 ' lar
aAxt T i el o nod
with ( erman | f I o
™ ronse hill w not neodod

Mibbets then withdrow | rosolntion

The ho it ¢
C Rea f IFFalle Cit L1
then lionrned aptll morning

Beal Has Bill to Pensicn Mothers.

A md s [ i 1 L {] i
t: the | LI | HY i L4
duced, so it |, W nt AHE !
Boul ' er in ti ennté | |
affects the old law in that It makes it
€a 1or ine pensiol o bhe secured
Lnas h old lnw the child prraet culls
beinc pilacoed nile the cnsrods 1
» cONrt The Bea! hill roviae Flsan
a mother or guardian may make appli
(5 to the county indge, who may
isspe an order that the molher sha!
he pald not more than 210 per miont?
for each child. A special levy is pro
vided

Stcrilization Bill Is Lost,

Reisner’'s steriization bill miet Mo

feat in the house medical rommitt
The iudiciary commiitee roeport

ot two bills, one increasines the vp

alty for alding the escape of a prizsoney

and the other requiring tho
aitomey stonld bhe at leaswt twenty.fi
vears of age, live in the count Wi
vears aml have practiced law at lajel
one vear.

The i
ate divided, 4 10 4. on
known as S. F. 12

NAMES MORE COLONELS

Morehead

A COUNTS

;-f H.ﬂ wan

tha Gates biil

f oMUt OF

Governor Now Has Stan

That Numbers Ninety-twa Men.

LHAncoln, Jan. 21.—The
ment of three additicnal eolone!
members of the governors stnff we
given out. They are lal Christy o
Scribner, H. F. Bohl of Scribner an
FPaul Wupper of Beemer. The tirst 1
snnonneed included the
eighty-nina.

The State Association of Connty Su
perintendents of Ednecation. meetinge
in Superintendent Thomas' office af
the state house, went on recorid =as
favoring a change in the date of the
annual district school mestings (romn
June to some time in March.
Greenwood Has Oldest Qdd Fellow.
& Greenwood. Neb.,, Jan 21—} w
Swanback of Greenwood will he 104
years cld March 9. He was biorn it
Germany and claims to be (he oldess
Odd Fellow in the worid He serve
aguinst the Danes in the war of 1848

dalnonnoes

ialnes

_



