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CHAFTER VI
The Thief.

ARY was in joyvous spirits aft-

¢ her victorious matebing of

i brains azainst a lawyér of
hizh standing in his profes-

n when she had entered the tele

phone booth, which had been instulled
in an extra closet her bedroown for
of greater privacy on occa-
sion During her from the
drawing room Garson aghin came into

the apart: On being

0L
thie SOAKe

absence

wnt seeking her

Id by Ageie ns to Mary's where
ahouts he =at Jdown to await her re-
turn, listening without muach interest

The

tiy the chatter of the adventuress.

and said:

“There’s 2 zirl wants to see Miss
" o

“She says it's important. 1 guess
the poor thing's in hard luck from the

look of Ler,” the kKindly Fannie added.

“Oh, then, sbe’ll be welcome. of
course!” Agrie declared, and Garson
podded in acquiescence. *“Tell her to

and wair, Miss Turn-
izht away."” She turn-

come in FFannie

er will be

ed to Garson as the ‘maid left the
room “Mary sure is an easy boob,”
slie remarked cheerfully. “Bless her
soft besrt™

A minute girl perhaps twen-

iy vears of age stepped just within
s doorway and stood there with eyes
furtive
ce about her. Her whole appeir-
» wits that of dejection. Her solil-
e bLlack gown, the cringing posture,
face, proclaimed the

r of her state.

S ITe - v vl fr
AQOoWneass OLIEe BWLLL.

“Are you Miss Turner?' she asked
in a voice broken by nervous dismay.
BReull I nm very sorry,” Acgie re-
nlied primly, “but 1 oniy her cou
i Miss Amnes Lynch. But Miss

likely to be back any wmin-

vait?” came the timid ques-

tion.
“Certal
tably. “Please sit down™
A8 the zirl obediently sank down on

nly,” Agpgie answered hospi-

the neprest choir® Garson addressed

her sharply, €o that the visitor sturted

uneasily at the unexpectad sound.
“You don’t know Miss Turner?”
“No, came the faint reply.

sasye ™
Then,

what do you want to see her
abont?"

“She o eirl friend of

thought"—

!'t‘{--'ll a
mine, and I thouzht—I

e

“You thought she might help you,"
Garson Interrupted.

“You have been in stir—prison, 1
menn.'” Aggie hastily corrected the
lapse into underworld slang.

diztressed muttering of as
sent from the girl.

The conversation was put to an endd
by the entrance of Mary, who stopped

the limp fizure hud-

Came

short Seeins
dled in the chalr.
sy visiror, Aznes? she inquired.
At the of her voice the girl

]run?;-wl up aud =poke with some l‘-";!"l..‘\'

o1

}i-l‘.'?.i‘

Ilf energy.

“You're Miss Tuarner?" she question-
ed.

“Yes," Mary
kindly and she

A gasp burst from the white lips of
the <irl. and she cowered as one strick-

snid, Her words rang

emiled enconracement

en physieally.

“Mary Tuo Oh. my God! I"—
She hid her face within her arms and
sat bent until her head rested on her
krnecs in an abasement of misery.

Vacuely startled by the hysterical
outburst from the gir!, Mary's immedi.
ate thoneht was that bere was a piti-
ful instance of one suffering from star-

..!..-.:-’

vation.

“Joe.” she directed rapidly. “have
Fannle brinz a glnss of milk with an
eoer and a little hrandy in it, right
awav.”™

The zir]l in the chair was shaking
soundlessly vhder the stress of her

emotions A few dizjointed phrases
fell from her gquivering Hps.

“T Qidn't know—oh, 1 conldn't!™

“Don’t try to talk just now,” Mary
warned, “Wait until
you've had something to ent.”

Agzie, had observed develop-
ments closely, now lifted her voice in
tardy lamentations over her own stu.
pidity,

“Why, the poor gawk’s hungry™ she
exclaimed. “And I never got the dope
on her. Ain't I the simp!™

The girl regunined a degree of self
control and showed something of for-
lorn diguity.

“yes.” she said dolly, “I'm starving.”

Mary regarded the afllicted creature
with that sympathy born only of ex-
perience.

“Yes” she said softly, “I under-
stund  Then spoke to Aggile
“Pake her to my room and let her rest
there for awhile, Have her drink the
exz and wilk slowly and then lie down
for u few minutes anyhbow.”

Half an bour afterwarnd Aggzie re-
ported withh her charge, who, thouzh
etill shambling of gnit and stocping.
showed by some faint color in hep face
and an inereased steadiness of bearing

T Ll am—t i, o e e T e

reassuringly.

who

.1
Ele

'sh_ny.l

that the food had already strengthened
her much,

“She would come,” Aggie explained.
“T thought she ought to rest for awhile
ionger anyhow.”

“Iia all right, I tell you.” came the
querulous protest.

“Are yvou quite sure?' Mary said to
the girl, *“Then tell nus all about It—
this trouble of yours, you know. What
is your name?"

“Elelen Morris.™

“T don't have to ask if yon have been
in prisonn. Your face shows it."

“l1—1 came out—three months ago."”

“And vou'd made up your mind to go
straight?”

“Yes" The word was a whisper,

“You were going to do what the
chaplain had told you,” Mary went on.
“You were going to start all over
again, weren't you?®'

The bent head of the girl bent lower
in assent.

“It doesn't work very well, does 1t

“No: I'm whipped.™

Mary's manner changed.
cheerfully for the first time.

“Well, then, how wounld youn like to
work with ns?"

“You—you mean that"—

She spoke

you know how, Look at us. Sappose
I shonld stake you for the present and
put you In with a good erowd. All
rou would have te do would be to an-
awer advertisements for servant girls
I will see that yau bhave the best of
references. Then, when you get in
with the right people you will open the
front door some night and let in the
gang., Of course you will make a get-
away when thev do and get your bit
as wall™

There flashed still another of the
awift, sly glances, and the lips of the
girl parted as if she would speak. But
she did not; only her head sazged even
lower on her breast and the shrunken
form grew yet more shrunken.

“It doesn’t suit you? Good! 1 was
in hopes it wouldn't 8o, here's anoth-
er plan. Suppose you could go west—
some place where you would have a
fair cbance. with money enough
you couid live like a human being till
you got a start?”

There came a tensing of the relaxed
form, and the head lifted a little, so
that the girl could look at her ques-
tioner.

“I will give yon that chance,” Mary
said simply, “if you really want it.”

The wretched girl sat suddenly erect.
and ber words eame eagerly.

“Oh, I @o!™ And now her hungry
eaze remained fast on the face of the
woman who offered her salvation.

“Then I bave just one thing to say
to you first. If you are going to live
siraight start straight, and then go
througzh with it. Do you know what
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that means?*"”
“You mean keep straight all the

time?" The girl spoke with a force
rawn from the other’s strength.

“I mean more than that., 1 mean
forget that you were ever in prison. 1
don't know what you have done—1
don’t think I care. But whatever it
wias, you have paid for it—a pretty big
price too.”

“I have, 1 have!”
broke, wailing,

“Well, then,” Mary went on, “just
begin all over again, and pe sure yonu
stand up for your rights. Don't let
them voun pay a second time
Go where no one knows you, and don't
tell the first people who are kind to
vou thnt vou have been crooked. If
they think you are straight, why, be

The thin wvolce

make

it. Then nobody will have any right
to complain. Will you promise me
this?”

“Yes, I promise,” came the answer,
very gravely, quickened with hope.

“Good!™ Mary exclaimed. with a
smile of approval. *“Wait a minuate,”
she added and left the room.

“Huah! Pretty soft for some peaple,”
Aggie remarked to Garson, with a
sniff.

Mary returned soon. In her hand
she carried a roll of bills. She went
to the girl and held out the money.

“Take this. 1t will pay your fare
west and keep you quite awhile {f you
are careful™

jut, without warning., a revulsion
seized on the girl, She shrank again
and turned her head away as her
body trembled.

“] can't take it!"
can't! I can't!"

“Didn't you come here for help

“Yes," was the faltering reply, “but
—but—1 didn’'t know—it was you!”

“Then yvou have met me before?”
Mary said quietly.

“No, no!"™ The girl's volce rose shrill

Aggie spoke her mind with frank-
ness. “Rhbe's lying.”

Garson agreed. His ves was spoken
in a tone of complete certainty. That
Mary, too, was of thelr opinion was
shown in her next words,

“So0 you have met
Where "

The girl unwittingly made confes
sion.in her halting words.

“I cun't tell you.” There was de-
spair in her volce,

“You must.”

The girl only crouched lower.

“1 ean't!” she cried again, panting as
if in exhaustion.

“Why can't you?"

“Becanse—because”— The girl could
not go on.

“What were you sent up for?"

“For stealing."

“Stealing what?"

“Goods.”

“Where from?®™

“The !-Zm:}uriuu‘.."

In a fash of intuition the whole
truth was revealed to the woman who

she exclaimed "1

ey

me before?

lookinz down st the cowering

crenture before her

“The Emporium!™ she repoeated.
There was a4 tragedy  in the single
word., ““Then you are the one who''—

The geewsution was cut short by the

2

girl's shirfek.”

“Iam not! 1 am not, [ tell you!"

For a moment Mary lest her poise
Her volce ro=e in a flare of rage.

“You are!: You arel™

The craven spirit of the girl cou'd
struzgle no miore. She could enly si
in a huddied. shaking heap of dread.
Mary soon mastered her to such an
extent that when she spoke aguin, as
if in self communion. her words came
gquietly, yet with overtones of a su-
preme woe.

“She did it!" Then after a little she
addrossed the girl with & certain won.
dering before tuls mystery of horror

*"Why did you throw the Liame on
me?"
The girl made several efforts bLefore

her mumbling became intelligible. and
then her speech was gasping, brokeu
with fear, ]

“I found out they were watching
me, and 1 was afraid they would eateh
me. So I teek them and ran into the
cloak room and put them in a locker
that wasn't close to mire and some in
the pocket of a cont that was hanging
there. God knows I didn't know
whose it was., 1 just put them tlhiere—
I was frightened"—

“But they caught you later. Why
didn't you tell then?”
“1 was afraid,™ came the answer

from the shuddering girl, *I told them
It was the first timme I bad taken any-
thing, and they let me off with a year.”

*You eried and Hed, and they let you
off with a year. I wouldn't cry. 1
told the truth—and”"— Mary's voice
broke in a tearless sob, The eolor had

gone out of her free, and she stood
rigid, looking down at the girl whose

cerime had ruined her life with an ex-
pression of fnfinite lonthing In her eves.
Agrie took advantage of the pause
Her voice was acid. *“Some people are
sneanks—just sneaks!™
Somehow the speech wns welcome
to the girl, gave her a rvouch of cour-

age sufficient for cowardly protesta-
tlons. It was more like the abuse that
was familiar to her. A gush of tears
came,

*“I'll never forgive myself, never!”
she moaned.

“*Oh, yes, yon will,” Mary sald
malevolently. *“People forglive them-
selves pretty ensily. Stop eryving, No-

body is going to hurt you.” She thrust
the money acain toward the girl and
crowded It into the half reluctant, half
gready hand. “Take It, and get ont™

The contempt in her voice rang still
sharper. *“Go, bLefore 1 change my
mind!™

The girl needed no second bidding.
With the money still clutched in her
haml she went forth swiftly, stumbling
a little in her haste, fearful lest at the
last moment the woman she had so
wronged should change in mood and
tanke back the money.

Freed from the minsma of that pres-|
ence, Mary remalned motionlesg for o
long minute, then sighed from her tor-
tured heart.

“A giri T didn"t know,” she said be
wilderedly, “perhaps had never speken
to—who smashed my life that!
Oh, if it wasn't so awful it would be—
funny! It would be funny!”

like

(To be Continued |
Methodist Minisler Recommends
Chamberlain's Cought Remedy.

Rev, James A. Lewis, Milaca,
Minn., wriles: “Chamberlain’s
Cough Remedy has been a needed
and 2R
for a number of years, 1

hane

liighly

welcome guest our

recommend it Lo my fellows as
being a medicine worthy of trial
in cases of ecolds, ecoughs and
4‘!‘-‘|-." Give Chamberlain’s

Cough Remedy a (rial and we are
confident you will find il very ef-
fectual and conlinue to use jL as
requires for  vears Lo
come, as many olthers have done.
For sale by all dealers,

MCrCdsS10I

What Hustling Did.

Manager Shlaes savs he has
secured a contrae! from Lhe man-
agement of “The Deep Pueple.”

The date will be announesd later

on. It will be a month or so al
least, Eneray of this kind, if|

pursued, will bring to our town a
hich standard of '

COMmMpHanes,

THE THIRD DEGREE
is coming soon, a S-part photo-
play masterpiece, al the Grand.
Walch i further an-

paper for
nounecemenl s, 2.48-3td-2tw

FREETO RFARMERS

By special
Ratekin Seed

arrangement the
House of Shenan-
doah, Towa, will mail a copy of
their Big 1914 Hlustraled Seed
Book, and a sample of their famn-
ous “Diamond Joe's Big While”
seed corn  that has a record of
over 200 bushels per acre, free Lo
every reader of this paper who
may be inlerested in the erops
Lhey plant. This book is a com-

plelte  compendium of {farming
and farm and garden secds, It
tells how to grow big crops and|
all aboul besl varielies of seed |
corn for yvour loealily: also :-u-u-(li
als, Wheal, Barley. I
(Girasses, Clovers, Alfalfa,
and Lawn Mixtures, Seed Paolatoes
and all farm and garden|
seeds. This seed book i€ worlh
dollars {o all in want of seeds of |
any sorl, It's  free Lo all --uri

|

Spellz,
Pasture |

|
i

other

readers.  Write JTor 1t and

tien Lhis paper. I'he adidress s
RATEKIN'S SEED HOUSE,
Shenandoah, lowa. Box 227.
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IN PLATTSMCUTH
FORTY YEARS AGO

Items of Interest 1o Our Readers
Ulzancd from the Newspaper
Files of Many Years Ago.

has re-

l'-”i;-"’fﬂ[lj_ LETT I
turned home again.

John

gquainl fi :"Tul|

memory, remembered |

Mr
of plea
Lhe Herald on Thanksziving day. |

Pierce, our

sant

=il @

dand=onmest one

Molher
11"\

Flaherty has b
Lhe §

had in his onllit,

I'Ilun'l;.__

Frank Carrulh

Frank While has oved into
l'.'-“ OWH Coiiagae by Lhe AV eI,
amd had a surpr i o ITO

e !
i

Doe, Jones and s her can-|
didates for =sheritt all down |

v Nebraska City Lo i li=tricel)
convention
i L] I

A sisler of Capt, Beanelt died

PARMELE THEATRE

- — ——

Monday Evening, Feb. 23rd

DANIEL L. MARTIN OFFERS

T" NEW MUSICAL COMEDY

Adapted from Gene Stratton Porter’s Dook

BIG

and BRILLIANT COMPANY
and COMPLETE PRODUCTION

- WITH...
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Alehison, Kansas, on .""'I'
1< anid Ll capliiim Las gone 1--! -
il the funeral :'
S W SPECIAL PRICES
iurned froan a fortnichtl’ s L ,.'
(AH B He is content Imain ;;!. 15t t.\vo Rows Parquet ............. SOC
altsmouth for awhile vo ‘ : - -
Fisiianmonih Jor awinle yei. | Balance of Parquet and 1st two rows Dress Circle 79¢c
Gen. E. E. Cn alr e has SBalance of Dress Circle. ... ... $1.00
5T down in RKansa v see his| . ;
Radidv: i Dhrrisd home Yo sob] All of Baicony. .. - SC
some turkey, too, l OOINY. . oo sacr g 25¢
Now and Lirwen o Weeping .. —— - —_— - -
Water friends drop  in to s s 3 b a! im :
ol drionde i eals on Sale Friday, February 20th at Weyrich & Hadraba's
\. P. Miller of Wi o \Wals | RTINS EE
|'_"].|' i h - it -?1 e
Platlsmouth, on Tuesday bast. | \ I :
Mr. Miller hos been en- o at- | the p N ' . ﬁLMA GlLBﬁ
tend the Tuneral of a loved | b= (b ( 2 i ’
. we bheliey ].. \ s donaled M. W -~ ' I
— & foanary - ‘ AMERICA'S PRIMA
Dr. . Hildebrand of Pacific}{h ! £ |
City, Towa, ealled atl the Herald |ws R B ' T 1
lice Salurday. He reports pr --I- % Bnnh SE:PHMU
pects wood arcund bis neighb "-jl-.._.. f 11 | -
T ERTRTH | has Z 1 .
!
Ay Peles e e atd-l I'h - - Sings for the Omaha Litier Car-
Li hardwar man of Omaha,|ca M - 2 n riers at the Omaha Auwdilorium
e, Msdore e ot Gl CLAYTON ROSENGAANS
is clerking for E. T. Duke & Co | W < ! = 9 on March pe
at Omakhka, for the m t f ! ¢ s 0 B"Ys BARB'P H n S
bos Mr. | U ER SHOP
Mike Selinellbache favor- | S < fa '
ite blacksmilh, has Dbeen s -
nigh unlo death this past wed A 3 '
but we are glad to announeée thal | vrcied t :
he is fast getling bell under | 8 d. U . :
6% (4L of Dy, In !llif LY F Wi 5
Jim Tucker has writler -i“' ' i
to his father and is very|. _' ; .
) il bt I'lie |"I‘-' 141 al : . | o P
.f;. a= (| |'\I'l'."- Lid -.i_\l'ii.l"— { ! = :
, .o B | = il i
Fames, cuared, belore fall, ! " "1 W ) |
: | 11, | since 1 4
Complainl has beer made to} _ he 13 _ M i
the Herald against (ving horses| o : I : I =
Lo 1rees i ']i. {u AL - | 11"- ": ' . ” i
Lhis i il a ving them L denende 5 { I
stand for hours, thus desiroying| .. ¢ oo0d 4 4
the young limbs L th oh 1 ; . r h <
. |ness, i il =i i -
William Herold is having oew! il xboem=ivel 1 -
shelves put in the weslh spde of | oy wabile fod ] | | 1
hi= bhinlding, and will il the uj 1l markeled <lin g
ith a bran new slock  of dry i sinel e h . { I'h 4
enods, He is going toy Keep al - Iyiin e < hat
larege assartment of good Zo '!";I!: ! X Nebhraska
which he will sell cheap for casih.when eondu \ . -
— i1, While . :
Mr. D. H. Wheeler will dispose | loss hL : .- ]
of the large stock of sloves and | Woolses ) 1ad 5
inware left al the store of E. T, that hiz farm 12 been hased | -
Duke & Go,., very reasounable forb L vir and = No
cash. The lirm only moves Ch a2 v far <5 o i : For Bale 2l 2 Bargain
hardware stoeck o Omana and tinrge and g v L i
not the stoves and tinware. The purchas=. Me, And ; 2 .
=== Hool, of Lineoln, aond ey .
“I;i"ll'!‘ \\ |iill “I?:'n-[_'}lf E.u-' g L il '_i]" iy -":il 2l In i —— N
willh & very painful accident yes- thes tate under the o SRLL R el Sell your preperty through the °. .
terday. He was rolling a hoop|tniversity.  Mr. Roo < @t~ | Journal Want Ads.

wilth a lath, one end of which was
“hi'” b !-l"1 dowrn,

¢heek

sharpened,
«iriking his
sharpened end, fore through
his cheeck into his 1,
Livingslon was c¢alied in and re-
lieved “l" little sullferer,

against the
e it
moulh.

Wells

morning,

had a bad
=he was

Litllle Cora
fall vesterdax

diwn on her knees looking over
the side of the fool-bridze in
fi'nl!' Hr ‘I-'I‘ }.UJI ®, \\]Il'n -..}:-- -'-I"—
denly pitched off head first nto
the Branch, striking the side of
hepr head on some bricks;, hruis-
ing her face badly. Fortunately

ne bones were hr vken,

= and en-
i 1wo

irm

D. L. Morrow chang
larges his advertisement
ways this The has
TrOW, in-:n_;..: nOow Morprow ]h"llil-i

Wit "!.\.

eprs, and the ad mmereases Lo i\""i'i
yace wilh the firp and also Lthe)
arnonnl f business|

I
inereased i
t da. Mr. Morrow informs us
! they in vildin Lol ".\[
Lsmith and

a cevlainty Lhis fall, and they \\i{.i
build a foundry in the spring al|

ted I

pacehine -I;n[| vt
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The Plattsmouth Business College

is now open and ready to receive all those who are desirous of obtaining
practical business training.

BOOKKEEFING
BARKING

COMMERCIAL ARITHMETIC

COMMERCIAL LAW
RAPID CALCULATION

BUSINESS LETTER WRITING

and 1:30 to 4 o'clock.

(Day school—9 to 12

men and women of Plattsmouth and vicinity to perfect them

a thorsuzh
All commercial branches taught, emby

SHORTHAND

TOUCH TYPEWRITING
PENMANGHIP
ENGLISH GRAMMAR
PUNCTUATION, ETC.
COMMERCIAL PAPERS

:";5."'.3!1 School—7% 10 1Y)

b

Five days and evenings each week. This is a splendid opportunity —not only for ihe young
selves in the above r..;»;t‘.-'. - 3l
For information ‘o re-

for the business men and women who wish to improve along these lines

gard to rates, course of study, ete, write or see—

S. P. RANDALL, Ficld Secretary




