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PROLOGUE.

Lovers of Romance, atfention!

Here’'s a story you will like. It
tells of mystery under the dreamy
moon of the Pacific islands and
of love in fthe shady lanes of New
England—and what more ¢an a
story reader want? The mystery,
of course, is infroduced early in
the tale, and the -love- follows
close after. Together they go
hand in hand through the pages
of the siory, never parting com-
pany until the= final chapter.
There the mystery depcrts, but
the love remains.

You know, of course, abouf the
author, Lloyd Osbourne. He
learned how fo write in a worthy
school, for he is a stepson of

Robert Louis Stevenson. .And no

greater story teller than the latter
sver lived.
CHAPTER XIL

A Mysterious Enemy.

ITH bis §70 assured, an interest-
ing occupation before him and
8 partonership whenever he
chose to take it, he felt that all

his troubles were over and that his

oot ot last was on tle ladder of inde-
pendence. He was in a glow of coun-
tentment ané good will

It was sad, indeed, when it came to
en end. Ope eveuing after supper
Daggancourt took Matt to one side
and with profound depression saild that
it was *als up.”

*“It came like a bombshell,” be quav-
ered. *“You Enow, 1 started the busi-
ness on nothing four years ago and
borrowed $2.000 of Farley, the money
lender. Now today be comes up to me
and says. old Farelly does, out of a
clear sky and without the least warn-
ing, just as he was writing the receipt
in my office with a fountain pen, ‘1
$ave to call in that £2,500, Victor, and
will ask you to make an immediate
settiement.” 1 said: ‘Merse Farelly,
that lsn't failr, As God sees us, that
fsu't fuir, eod [ could no more do it
than 1 could fiy.'! Then bhe flubbles
with his fountain pen and sticks It
back most careful In his vest pocket
and says, ‘Then you’ll bave to get
out.""

“And dido't he make any explana-
tion?”

Matt's attention was disturbed by a
thought that grew and grew more in-
asistent as the mulatto poured out the
tale of Farelly's amazing perfidy. He
remembered his singular dismissal
from the Y. M. C. A. and, Incredible
88 It might seem, asked himself
whether there was not some connec-
tion between it and this unexpected
catastrophe and whether behind hoth
there wans not somehow or other a
mysterious connection with Mr. Kay.

“He dldn't give me &5 much &s a pin-
bole to crawl through,” Daggancourt
contipued explosively, “not a week's
grace—nothing.™

“1 believe I can get you out of this™
said Matt *“It may be crazy, but let's
try It Here, I'll write it on the back
of an envelope.”

Vietor was astounded; his face, as
withered as old lesther, screwed itself
up into a thousand wrinkles. *“Try
what?" he demanded.

“You sit down and copy this off and
l;nve it In his letter box Inside of an

our:

“Dear Mr. Farelly—-Looking back on our
Interview, I fear I was not In a state best
to explain the prosperous condition of the
garage or how really unwise it would be
in your own interests to terminate my
connection with it. The fact was that I
Was very much upset by another matier—
a row I had had with my demonstrator
shortly befors you came in. This fellow
Broughton acted abominably, and 1 had
to thresten him with a constable before
he would go, and afterward he came back
again and tried to clean out the shop
with a plece of lead pipe. Excuse me for
bothering you with all this, but I am sure
that If you will Jet me bring you theo
books and show you how well the garage
is golng you will reconsider your wish to
czll in the note. Our agency prospects are
very bright, and the sale of two Jones-
!nnbilel in eighteen days speaks for itself
= Teel positive 1 can satisfy you in regard
to everything if you will only be so very
kind as to let me come and go over tha
figures. Respectfully yours,

“VICTOR DAGGANCOURT.”

“And I'm to write him that?™ asked
the mulatto. “Sakes alive, Marse
Broughton, what in the name of good-
ness do you want me to do that for?"

“Because 1 think 1 know what's the
matter with Mr. Farelly. 1 may be
wrong, but I believe the whole scheme
is simply to get me out of my job.
That's why I put In the lead pipe and
all that—and mind yon. stick to it Vie
tor, for all you're worth.”

“But why shouid Farelly do that?
Excuse me, Marse Broughton, but youn
are all off. 1 mizht as Well send Lim
& picture post card of the Masonic
bullding as this bere letter”

“Victor, it's like this: I have got hold
of a little plece of a biz secret—some-
thing extraordinary, fpexplicable in-

volvjug the best friend | have ip the

R

e _——

world, and T am on oy honor o 1
keep my mouth shot If it wasn't for
that promise 1'd tell you evervthing.
Yon get that Igtt r off to Furelly as
quick ans you ean.’

“It ain’t a bit of use, sir
and truly, Marse Broughton, it
bit of use.”

“Do it to oblize me, anyhow.”

“All right, Marse Bronghton; though
couldn’t yon cut out some of the hum-

LReally
ain’t a

| ble pie?

“Not a bite of It! Youn write it just
the way it is and then leave it at his
honse tonight.”

The next morning Matt treated him-
self to the luxury of getting up late—
80 late, indeed, that Dagzancourt had
glready gone, leaving no mesiage. But
he returned soon with the tidings that

the letter had been miraculonsly suc-
cessful. Yes, old Farelly, after a pre

tense of examining the books, had pro-
fessed himself entirely satisfled; the
notes were pot to be called in; every-
thing wns to go on as before: the
garage was saved!

“*What clinched it was when I said
I'd have to find another boarding
place,” added Daggancourt, with a
puckered grin: *“said I was afraid to
stop where you wnas, may the Lord
forgive me. For God's sake, get away
from here, Marse Broughton. or worse
may come of it Get awny quick, and
here's £150 1 drew at the bank.™

Matt pushed the money back. *No,
po. Victor,” be esclaimed; “I'm going
to stick it ont. 1 am goins to stay in
Manaswan if it rains wildeats!”

After losing two more positions
through the machinations of his mys
terious foes Matt sncceeded in getting
a job on the water front. But what he
had not reckoned on was the overmis-
tering, crushing futigue that made it
impossible to keep i A man unaccus

| tomed to severe and prolonzed mannal

J

labor has little chance on the docks,
Matt. working one day and often recu-
perating for two, exerted every nerve to
fnd less killlng employment. Sullivan,
the boss stevaedore, told Xm the Moun-
tain View quarry was to be opened up
with forty Hungarians and that he had
recommended Matt for gang foreman
of the place. “You're to drive out on
sunday morning aud talk It over,” said
Sulllvan

The place was n
Matt, scenting trouble,

ionely one, and
took Dhiagzgan-

court, an auto, two mechanics aud a
shotzun for each The guarry was
deserted. but they found a highway-

muan's mask on the ground and horried

away us fast as the nuto tow wazan |

could go. The plot, whiatever it was,
had falled when the unknown con-
spirators saw Matt nnd his armed com

panions, Miles away Matt and his
friends stopped for luncheon. Soon
Chris, riding beside her father, came

Suddenly There Was a Flash of a
Whip.

past. Matt found himself holding her

bridle, talking and Ilistening with
breathless animation. She had not
been able to stay away longer. She

loved him and would say it before the
world, promise or no promise, It had
been unbearable, nnd she was tweunty-
three and her own imistress, and. oh,
had he succeeded in what they had
planned? No, he had not. It was a
bitter confession, but he bhad not
They had got him out of one thing aft
er another: had forced him to his
knees. He had been persecuted and
bunted tiil he was well nigh crazy

"Over ail was another voice stridently

“I.et go my daunghter's horse,

sir! Do youn hear, sir? Let go my
daughter’s horse!" a voice vibrating
with passion and yet Immeasurably
distant and as unconsidered as the
drone of o Wasp.

Suddenly there were a finsh of a whip
and a stinging blow cut across Matt's
face. Another flash, a scream, and Le
hand wrenched the whip from a wrin-
kled old hand and was ahbout to lash
out with it himself on that convulsive
and raging figure. To his dying day
he was thankful he threw it from him
instead, dizzily refraining as be real-
fzed it was Chris’ father and that he
must not strike an old man.

Then the two horses took fright and
bolted, burling Matt to the ground,
from which bhe looked after them on
one elbow, oblivions of everything but
Chris’ safety. But she was as good a
rider as her father and as spirited as
her own thoroughbred. She was keep-
ing her seat in that headlong gallop
and, leaning back like a liftle jockey,
was jerking manfully at the curb. But
nothing could hsave checked those
horses. Ther were unconirollable in
their terror. Straining neck and neck,
they diminished and disappeared, leav-
ing Maftt sick with fear,

erying:

]

i to |

|

Christine was nof Injnred, and th:‘.t[
evenlng a pizin, middle aged woman |
c-uu,e to the boarding house and gave |

him this note:

Ay Dui" z—T1 am sending ¥ ats

my Swi i, !'1, ner, whom don’t
{oo mue h £

this hy
!"11*—\

ihtlj'u&l.'lﬁ

planned, for ! am =0 used up, 2o d et -
ed, that I cannnt write it though l I.u\a
tried twice. [ am at the end of my cour-
age and evVery and if we don't snatch

w we shall los t for- |
of him to strike you

|
at our happine l
ked! Let Flexner 4 '!
|
|

ever, It was w
Wicked, wie L
all the talking till
think she Is devoted
ised her 2009 dols.
in her country, wher
settle down and

a She 12 very

you understand, Don't

It's because 1 prom- |
and that Is a fortune |
a | suppose she will |
r the rest of her
g0 o cautlous

talk to you myselll

vodel fc

Oy, Ir 1 could only

But I love you, gnd she will show you

bow much. Adicu CHRI1S
P B ‘hen _1 = ‘1'1. 1 ha _: paid the §100

hia {nsls on in ad + I shail have 352

Aatt pondered a moment and then
inquired. *You are Flexner?"
“Yes. sir.”

'\\ Tl you please give me your mes-

» yonng lady wishes to do a very
foollsh thing.” sald Flexner. with a |
disupproving pursing of her mouth. |
wants von to rion away with her |
TTOW N Yon are to get o
or. better, an antomobile and
plek her vp tomorrow morning at 4
o'clock at the TFalr Oaks’ entrance
Previonsiy 1 shall have packed 21 small
wed it outside the

aning

carringe,

portinantesn and pl

IN PLATISMOUTH
FORTY YEARS AGO

items of Interest to Old and Newl

Residents of City Which Were
New Forty Years Ago.

Alex Sehlazel has been down
1y f_r;;!‘:]l'h l-‘.l\ll-'_’ "l‘i’ |r'! "W,

Mr. John Beverage arrived here
last week: he has been payving a

visil Lo relatives in Virginia, his

old home,

M. Conrad Usipnger bBas come
o our place o open an evening
German class f Americans and
desires o give 1S obice of hi=
Intentions.

Freod Elster, anr zenial and
enterpricing merchant tailor, has
had o move o new guaarMers,

ald
his | rapidly ineres

appo=ite the | S affice, to ac-
colmaoiats

o husipness,
Morean Wavbright are

Saturday last, with Mrs

.

ived

51;-1[“' L4

house., and all pext day | will inform
her father that she I8 ill and eannot i
be disturbed I‘._'. this means you |
reach Middleborough without trouble
and gzZet -u:']--ul, and then take the
train to New York. From New York
vou will travel to San Francisco, and
there yon stay, no matter how poor,
h starvinz, till the oppurtnnity ar-

o0 to that place whete you |
have a friend—a very rich. quecer man
—whom once You and who will
take yvou back in employment.’

*John Mort.,” said Matt to himseif.
“She savs it must be now or not nt
11, for slhie tannot be 0 brave twice

She says desperate people have to take

ves o

seryved

desperates chapces She asks you to |
ALSWer ves or no,"”
Mutt made n hasty ealeulation. He

had almost 2
with Chris" $82,

to California, wit

hundred dollars. This,
wottld easlly get themn

i something to spare

He teld Flexuer that s answer was
“Yes™ aud put into the word a1 warmtb
tlut be hoped she wonld carry to her |

mistress. She was to say that he had |

SUT oend would earry out his Instruc- |
tons fmplicity; wus ulso to say t!a:ufl

kiest girl in the world.
and Dmggancouart |

she was 1the ploe
At half past 3 Mart

were at the gates of Falr Oaks.

There was n sound of voices, of feel
running, of m led exclumations in
thie A siizht fizure murmured
PR y. *Oh, Mate is it yon?" and
clung o Lim. In an instout they wer
speeding: thirough the p defile nguain
ens ( in t! al

' 3 of 1 elopement
X 3 ri o ¥
il 1
y Nothing
i = Ke, nul ever
1 T i O o thi
wit was the most Tnperisha Tl
¥ ' ils i 8 he looked down at
i s 1 S O Is withh the
heavy lushes ng her cheeks., She
opened ler sleepy eves and nestled
loser—and closer still when he whis |
pered it was their wedding day. !

They =say responsibility gravitates 1_._1'
the shoulders it to bear it In this
case the shoulders were Daggan-

court’s, and his was the directing spir-

it. He had charged bhimszelf with the |
whole bosipess and had thought out u|

i the otliers
ey were bid.
aud

pian of cawmpaign in whic
wete merely 1o do what th
They did so meekly, bewildered
happy at this fresh instance of tl:-;l
first being la=t and the last first. :
the license ob- ]

|,

The ring was bought,
toined, snd a beniznant fossil recited
the marriege ceremony in a stuffy
parlor. Victor slipped n ten dollar

note in his not unwilling hand, and
the couple left the stulfy parlor—mar-
riedd.

At Claremont they canght the New |
York express, and Dagguancourt. who |
bnd taken the tickets, hurried :huml
turough a Pulliman to the compart- |
ment he had reserved.

“How do we stand, Vietor?® Matt
asked. “Two for the license, ten for
Mr. What«dve-call-himn, and, oh, yes—
the ring—that's five more, seventeen—
and Ythe auto. 1 insist upon payving for
that—and the tickets. For heaven's
suke, be quick about it or they'll start
the train!™

‘“Marse aren't as

Broughton, you

well fixed as vou ought to be,” sald
Daggancourt. “and—and so [ think

we'll just let it stund over If you don't

mind.”
“Stand over? 1 should say not!
Heve, take thirty-five and call it
square!”

“It can never be that between you
and me, sir” retorped Victor, with a
droop of the lower lip that made him
look the embodiment of gullt *“I'm
powerful foud of you, Marse BErough
ton, and—and it would be a great fa
vor if yon would jost accept it—tem
porary. Like you mighi from a white
man,” he added stummeringly. “only
teraporary, till you sor:t of get st
tled, and"'—

“T'11 tanke 1t." MNrtt
“and 1 won't_pretend i

1 need it, Vietor,

snid brokenly
l=n’t a1 «in

either. God Enows,
and I—1 thank you™

They waved farewell, as it were, 1o
all their past life as well as to that
shabby figure receding behind them.
The new one seemed to date from the
moment they found themselves alone
together for the first time sinee dawn;
as they looked at each other—that hag-
eard. unshaven man. that pale girl
thus unfinchingly taking their fate
into their own hands

(To Be Continued.)

Wavhright, whiy, we are happy Lo
earn, is in much better health
and spirits than before hepr Lrip.
Murgan looks len years yonnger
for his rosting =pell

White and Bus==&ll have hought
. Sehnasse oul and are gaing L

DIE slatd ol
the next 30

1, now |=s

sell the rest of Lheiwr
at less than cost in

davs=, i

the time o buy.

armers

nrnng al

"Tiz snid, how troe the IHerald

..!- b sherfl utlee

biazed away at a huge squirrel
along about the first shows

on Tuesday. L nele :"'I‘lf"'i.'—'!l' ran

mindd Lhe edge of the pond o
| pick up the game and drew [ron
(e bull-rushes a fine large—
Tom-Cat
| Marshall-Mvers—At the M. E.
church, in the City of Platts-
mouth, the Hev., Mr. MecKelvey
al high noon. on Sunday, Oclo-

J. W. Marshall
“}'!'T‘-’. N

hor 4, Captam

) of fr vl ha - q 1

fr s i

4 ‘l I\
v have ane
\ i A el - Mar-
nal's sid honeo-
ri hoeren The church
1< e, packed vrnmed 1
. i 1l ain i |~,‘\||. l'
antl, rh shows how much we
] of o = 1sier, Evi
} Roberti=, a high ecandidats
for slale hopdrs, and Mr. Vand-
rvoort, chiof postal elerk of the
I7. 8. in this region, came down
here on “puppus™ Lo see Lthe cap-
tain take upon himself the vows
of a benediel And Mr=s. Fannie
as it i= now ., words of ours will
‘:zii to do her justice on that
1ispicious day; but if she is al-
ways as happy as she lonked
then, why the angels wouldn'
--:,ui for her soon, with any idea
gelting complimented for tak-
ng her to a better world: and
the dress—we  have ried our
level best to get Mrs. Herald to
tell us all about it, but she is so
jealous (o think that we won'l
Ave her a chanee to gel marrisd
VvEer acain that she =ays she

can’t o it justice, and will nol

wrile a word Our blundering
would only be guess work, and
the captain and wife having gol
heyond any guess work, on the

wedding dav, we forbear to bore

our readers wilth our ignorance
of lace, and [rills, and flowers,
and only know that as handsome
a couple, physically and dressi-
ecally, have seldom slepped up be-
fore a parson io conjugate the
words “T love,” now and forever.
Captain, the Herald gives you one
week fo soar, and then we expect
voulr down among={ us again.
Don™t mix our mails and things

up too bad during this week,

Amind our festivilies and jov
al the approach of the holidays,
we are ealled upon to record the
sudden and terrible death of two
of our number. On Saturday,
December 19, Mrs, Susan E., wife
of D. N. John=on, departed this
life. The funeral took place on
Sunday  from  the Euiscopal
chureh, which was cerowded. The
procession o the grave was very
large, notwithstanding the eold
weather., Mrs. Johnson, unfor-
tunalely caught Lhe measles in
the spring, and has never been
well sinee; although nol in good
heallh, so sudden a taking off al
thiz time was nol looked for.
She leaves one little girl, a
beautiful echild, and her bersaved
husband, and a host of relatives
Ll mourn her untimely death.
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