CHAPTER Xl
My Bofuddlement Increases.

‘ OU must understand, Mr.
Ames, that my daughters,
both of them, nre very dear

- o me"” sald Bassford Hollls-
ter. “It Is the great grief of my life
that, owlng to mattera beyond my con-
trol, 1 have been unable to care for
them as I should like to do, This be-
ing the case, 1 have been obliged to al-
low them to accept many favors from
my only slster Octavin. This, In ordl-
nary clrenmstances, would not be re-
puguant to my pride, but my sister is |

A very unusuanl person. She must do

for my children in her own way, and

while T was prepared, (n agreeing that
they should nccept her bounty, for
gome whimsienl manifestation of her
eccentric charneter, I did not lmagine

that she would go 80 far as to shut me | Mapage her own affairs [ sball stay |

out from all knowledge of her plans |
for them. That, Mr. Ames, |s what
has happened.”

His volee rose and fell mournfully.
He puffed hls plpe for 1 moment and
continged:

“There {8 now something forward |
bere which I do not understand. I |
have nn iden that Octavie has contrive
ed some preposterous scheme for
choosing # husband for Cecllla that 1s
In keeplng with her odd fashlon of
transacting all hor business. 1 do not
know (ts nature, and by the terms of
bher agreement Cecllla 1s not to dia-
¢lose the method to be employed to
mo—not even to me, her own father,
You must agree, Ames, that that Il‘

rather rubbing it in" |
“But you don't assume that your |

daughter Is not to be & free agent in
the maiter? You don't belleve that

somé unwaorthy and improper man Is
to be ferced upon her?" '
“That, slr, I exactly what I fear."”

“You will pardon me, but I cannot Cectin?”’

for a moment belleve that Miss Hol-|
lster would rlak her viece's happiness
even to satisfy her own pecullar hu-
mor. Your sister is a shrewd woman,
and her heart, | am convinced, is the
kindest, Amoung the sultors now
camped at the Prescott Arms there
must be some one whom your daugh- |
ter approves, and | see no reason why
pe should not vitimately be her chiolve.
Now that you have broached the miit.
ter, | make free to say that one of
these suitors is an old friend of mine,
Hartley Wiggins by name, and (hat
he Is a4 man of the highest character
and a gentleman in the strictest senge.'”

He had been listening to me with
the greatest composare, but ot the
mention of Wieging' name he started
and nervously clutched my arm

“That man may be all that you say,’
he oried ohokingly, “bot he has ncted
Infamously townrd both my daugh
ters. He 1s n rogue and n most despic
able fetlow. He has flirted outrage
ously with Hezekiah while at the same
time pretending to be deeply Inter
ested o Cecllin,”

“But, my dear sir, is it not possible
that you do bim o great wrong? May
it not be the other way round that
Hezeklah Is triffing with Wigging' af
fectlons? He's a splendid fellow, Hart
ley Wiggins, but lie's a little slow
that's all.  And between two superd
young women e your doughters n
man may be pardoned for doubts and
hesitation, The thing I8 bound to
stralghten itself out.”

He tossed his head impatiently.

“Has it occurred to you that Oc-
tavia's interest in this Hartley Wiggins
may be due to a trifling and {mmate
rial fact?"

“Nothlog
eligibility."

‘Then let me tell you what | sus
pect. Both his vames contaln seven
letters. My slster is slightly cracked
as 10 the number seven. 1 swesr to,
you my bellef that the fact that his
pames contain seven letters each fa at
the bottom of all this, Incredible, my
dear alr, but whglly possible!”

“Then, such belng the ease, why
doesn't she show ber hand openly?
You send conjecture far when once
you entertain so absurd an fden.”

' “You think my nssumption unlike
17" he nsked engerly.

“1 cortalnly do, Mr. Flollister, You
way as well assume that, a5 Wiggins
fa specially favored in the number o
totters In his singularly prosale and un
romantie name, it 1s Miss Holllster's
plan to keep him dallying seven years.”

He selzed me by the arm and forred
me back agninst the battlements, then

beyond his  indubitable |
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slood off and eyed me fercely.

“You speak of serving and of service!
Will you tell me just why you are here
and what brings you Into this nl!ulr?l
What are you doing In my sister's
house, where 1 have to come like a
thief in the night to see one of my
own children?”

1 hastened to declare my profession
and that [ had been summoned by Miss
Hollister to examine her chimneys. 1
could not, however, tell him that until
my arrival the chimneys had behaved
themselves admirably.

“you've admitted your friendship for
this Wiggins person—that's enough.”
he sald when 1 had concluded, “T ad-
vise you to leave the house at once. |
tell you he's got to be eliminated from
the sttuation. Understand that I do
not threaten yvou with violence, but 1
will not promise to abstaln from visit
tng heavy punishment upon that fol
low. And you? A chimney doctor? 1
am o man of considerable knowledge
of the world, and 1 say to you very |
candidly that I don't belleve there Iy
any such profession." |

“Phen let me tell you," T replied, not |
without heat, “that I aw a gradunte in 'I
architecture. I am vour sister's guest,
and as she ls perfectly competent to

here a8 long us It pleases her to nski

me to remain. And now, one other
matter. How did you gain this ronf

replying

“Tust half oo hour. [ thonuht some
one knocked st my door about an haue
agn.  The lightz were on and 1 came
dowi, saw a mmgurivne that had es
caped my erve before sod here sou find
me.'

“Sonie ane knocked at your door®

“T thonght so. You know, the sery
ants Hnve an iden thot the place §s
hapnted. apd 1 thought that i 1 ant
here the ghost might take it ypon him-
self to walk. 1 confess to a slight dis-
appolntment that it is only you who
have appenred, 1 soppose It wasn't
you who knocked at my door>”

“No" 1 oreplied, langhing a tttle at
her muanner, *not unless it was you
who switched off the lights ns 1 wus

| coming down from the fourth floor. I
{ have been studying this chimney from
the roaf.

I know sowmething of the
ways of electric switches, and they
don't usnally move of thelr own ne
cord.”

“Your coming to this house hns boen
the greatest joy to me, Mr. Ames, |
slould vot have imagined in a chanee
look at yon that yon were psyehionl
and yet such Is clearly the fact. I as
sure you that I have not tonched any
switch since 1 left my room. 1t was
unnecessary, as 1 found the lights on.
And 1 acquit you of rapping, rapping
at my chamber door. It glves me the
grevitest satlsfaction to assume that
the house Is haunted, and ut any time
you find the ghost I beg that you will
lose no time In presenting me.”*

8he wore an vemarkable lavender
dressing gown and a nighteap such a9
I bad never seetn outside a museum.
As she concludea her speech, spoken
In that eurious liting tone which from
the beglnnlng had left we (o donbt as
to the serlousness of all her statements,
she rose and, stlll clasping her magn-
2ine, wade we o couttesy amd was soon
monnting the stair

I heard her door cloke o minute later,
and then, feeling that 1 had enrned
the right to repose, I went to my room
and to bed

I slept late and on geing down found
the table set 1o the breakfast roon.

| Miss Octavia entered briskly, her slight

flgure concealed by o prodigions ging-
ham apron

“Good morrow, merey gentleman,”
she began bilthely. “The most delight
ful thing has happened.  Without the
slightost warning, without the faintest
Intimation of thelr dissatisfaction, the
house servents have departed, with the

tonight, when by your own admission | slngle exception of my personal mald,
'you are not on such terms with your | who, being u Swede and therefore singu

iwl:loh one you would ehovse for Miss

gister as would justify you in entering
it openly?” |
The moonlight did not fall to convey |
the contempt in his face, but T thought I
he grinned as he answered quletly: :
“You don't seem to understand,
young man, that you are entitled to no
explanations from me. You strike me
as a singnlarly fresh youug person. It
would be a positive grief to me to feel |
that my conduct had displensed you.

| And now, as the night grows chill, ;tuumt that the departure of the serv

shall beg you to precede me Into the
house by the way you came.”

“But first,” 1 persisted, “let me sk o |
queation.- It s poasible that you yonr-,
gelf have some preference among your

| daughter's several sultors, Mr. Hollis-

ter. Wounld yon object to telling me |

“Heyoud question the man for Ce
ellia, if 1 hove any volee in the mutter,
is Lovd Arrowood,”

“Arvowood!” T exclaimed. “You sur
prise me greatly. | saw him at the
inn, and he seemed to me the most o
signifieant and uointeresting one of (e
lot.*

“That proves you a person of poor
gifts of discernment, Mr. Ames.” And
his tone amd manner were quite rem
fniscent of his sister's ways, and his
further explanation proved him even
more worthily the brother of his sls-
ter

“"As | was obliged,” he began, “ow-
ing to an anfortunate physical handi
cap, to abindon my arl, that of a ma-
rine pointer, I have given my atten
tion for n number of years to the
study of the Irish sitontlon. 1 met
Arrowood by chanee In the highway
yesterday, and | found that he holds
exoactly my Ideas, which favor Irish

independence,” ‘This certainly had the
true Holllster touch

“And so,” Buassford Hollister con
eluded, 1 natorally jocline toward'
Arrowood, though he Is so poor that
he was obliged in the|
steernge to continue his woolng of m_vi
daughter.”

He let himsell down Into the dark|
trunk room, walted for me conrteously |
and walked by my slde to the stalr
way, both of us wniotaining '

W Come ovey

ilence,
I was deeply curious to know how he
|
hid entere] and whether he expected |
to go down the front way and out the
muin door. We kept together to the
third toor hall. 1 could have sworn
to that., Then suddenly, just ax we
reached the staleway., out went the
Heghts, and we were In utter durkness,
I smotherad an exclamation, elutched
my malches and strock a lght, and
ns the stick fNamed slowly 1 looked
about for Basaford HHollister. But he
had vanished ns suddenly and com-
pletely ns though a trap had yawned
beneath us and swallowed him. I
fonud the third floor switch, and it
responded  Imwelintely, flooding the)
stair well to the lower hall, but I nel- |
ther saw nor heard anything more of
Holllster
Astounded by this performance, 1 con
tinued on to the lower floor to have a
look around, and there, ealmly reading,
by the Hbrary table, sat Miss Octavia!
“Taate honrs, Mr " she orled

Ames!
“1 supposed yon had retired long ago.”

“Pardon my troubling you, but may
I Inquire, Miss Hollister, how long you
have been sitting here?"

The clock on the stalr began to strike
12, and ahe lstened composedly to n!
few of the deep toned sirokes before |

Cbe on duty here

| 80 precipitately.

;fvvl in doing this

h larly devold of cwmotion, was unshnken
by the ghost rumors that have sent the
rost of my sl scompering over the
hillg."™

She Hghted the coffee machive lamp
in ber most trangull fushion and beg:
gad e to be seated

“I bmave already breakfusted,” she
continned, “and Cecllin I8 even now
preparing you an omelet with her own

INTERESTING CASE IN

| THE COUNTY COURT

I Frum Woednesduy's Daily,

[  The attention of the county
{eourt was taken up this morning
|lb\|'\' the contest of the estate of
| David Christion Kunz, deceased,

1luir Elmwood., The conlestant is

John William Kunz of Berlin, a
lsitt of the docessad by his firsi
{tarriage, who left home when

fguile voung and bas nol received
his share of Lhe eastale =aMoient
o satisfy hime The heirs, Honry
[L. Kunz, Rese Helen Panska
Maviha Rumelin, Mary Lonisa
Kunz, Emma Elizabelth Kotz and
A, L. Bast, were #ll here loday Lo
ll:lltm..t the hearing  of the case,
The estate 1= guite large, as Mr
TRz of the wealthjes!
mwen i the western parl of the
county and  owned eansiderable
farm land, as well as mneh per-
sonal property.
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SUT FOR POSSESSION
OF HOUSE OCCUPIE
BY JOHN A, LOKG

I Lhe conrt of Justice M, Arch-
o vesterday afternoon the cnse
of €L AL Peterson vs. John AL Long,
a =uil for forgible detainer, was
given o heaving  before o jury
gomposed of J. M. Thragher, John
Hatt, William Weber and William

Hassler, The suil s for POsses.
ston of a house  belonging o
Peterson,  whieh is ocoupted by
|.A-PII_' who elaims his lease hias

nod expired on the place,  Owing
1o the gbhsenee ol several ossenlial
wilnesses Lhe ease wag conbinued
until Thursday maorming The
plainbill was represented by W, A,
Roberison, while Charles Martim
appeared for the defendant, The
pase nllpacted guile a lavge evowd

the loealily
poside, in the
<onth part of the ey,

CHASE THE TYPHOI FLY
B CLEANING UP AT ONCE

froan
where Lhe pariies

uf =peclalors

hund, 1 beg to reassure you as my

ants causes me pot the slighiest an-
noyanee.  Cecllln I8 an excellent cook.
and [ myself shall not starve so long
as T have strength (o crack an egg or

it a stove ild Aml besides, | still re |
taln my encly trost in Providence. ||
do not doubt that before nlghtfall a
corps of exceliont servams will nagaln
Viry Hkely thes are

i " + 1 |
even now boumd Tor this plivve, coming

from the wel cousts of Irelid, from |
Liverpool and from lonely villuges in
Soundinavin. | hope yon wil tesiify
to the fact that | faced this day in the
cheerlest and most hopeful spirit.”
“Not only shall 1 do 30, Miss Hollls
ter,” I replisd. trying to catehy ber own
note, “but it will throughout my - life
give e the greantest satisfaction to sot
Your cauge aright. To that extent let
me Le Horatlo to your Hamlet” I
"Thank you, milord,” she returned,
with the utmost gravity, “And may | |
sty further that the incldent glves tha |
stamp of authenticlty to my ghost? |
wis obliged to pay those people don
ble wages to lure them from the felicl
ties of the clty, and they must bave
been n good deal alarmwed to have left
You must excuse me
now, us it is necessary for me to do the
pustey cook’s work this morning, that
Individus! baving fed with the rest,
and it being Incombent oo me to maln:

whether—1 can't express the dislike |
but ean vou tell me
whether you have seen in the hands
of my niece Cecllin n small, a very
small, silver backed notebook."

“Yes: | have” I answered, greatly
surprised

“And may I ask whether—and again
I must plead deep concern as an ex-
cuse for making snch an inquiry-- |
whether you by any chance saw her
making aty notation in that hook¥"

taln my fee slmple In this property, |
to make a dozen ples before high noon, |
But first | must visit the stables, |
where 1 belleve the coachman still!
lingers, having been prevented from |
jolning the stampede of the house serv-
ants by the painful twinges of gout.” |

With this she left we, and I hrxnn!
pecking at o grapefrult. It had been |
in my mind as I dressed that morn |
ing to play truant and visit the clty I
It was almost lmperative that I take|
# look at my office, and 1 had resolved |
upon a plan which would, 1 belleved, |
give me the key to the ghost mystery.
If Pepperton had bullt that house he
must know whether he had contrived
any secret passages that would afford
exists and entrances not apparent to
the eve. It would be an easy matter
to run Into the clty, explain myself to
my asalstant and get hold of Pepper
ton. My mind was made up, and I had
even consulted a time table and chosen
ong of the express tralns.
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' He Gonbinued

If you have a house for rant try

| a Journal Want Ad.

| sent o copy of the Jounrnal con
.

[tammimg =ame to Hon Clarence »,
Paine, seoretary of Lthe Nebraska

“Exarybody elean up, don't | el
Lhe rubbish le, '

Pvepsbhody elean up, and case the
tvphaoid fly

Clean vonr vard with  all yvour
iight,
Exoribody elean up, and chase the
rizeht .
Haug! Slam! Bing!

LE s wand to elean np, leave no
rubbish there;

Fyorsbady doss i, and every one
hoald care

s ey hody stir aboul and elean up,
Ay

Exershody elean up now!™”

THE JOURNAL'S PUBLISHED
LIFE OF GENERAL LEWIS CISS

AMber publication i the Jour.
il of Lhe 1l -\I-I"I'il il
lLiowis Cliss,

Cresnperil

Judge B 5, Hoamses

stale Historieal society, and Lo
dayv received the followins
M, Pain

“aenr M, Ranss

Many thanks for you

I‘ir"'ll.'hl' -
fulness in sendigs us copy of the
Marceh 6
This will be fHled inoour Library for
ln‘!‘l!t-’“t#'||| reforoenee Veors
dinlly vours, Q. 8. Paine.”

Platlsmouth Jouenal ol

-

Dance Is Postponed,

The dance which was (o have
been  given by the 8L, Agnes
Sodality at the K. 8, hall on Sal.
urday evening, May 3, has beon
postponed until Satorday evening,
May 10. The best of music will
be on  hand and a general good
time is in slore for all who attend.
Remember the date—Saturday,
Mav 10,

New Agricultuarl Exhibit.

The Burlington has established
on the first looe of ils new gen-
eral afiee building al Chicago, a
exhibtt,
nmples of

agriculfural
ehiefly of
nroduels of Nebraska
Wyoming and Montana
these four
feoom e Lo Lime

permanant
rensisting
{lolorado,
L.ectures
n farming in slalnd
will be given
agniculiural  ex
Hill attended the
apening of the exhibit on April 10

iy prominent

perie. James J
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You Can Prevent Hog Cholera-
Kill Hog Worms .
and Have Fat Hogs.

y *‘ am a fy Don't let Hog Cholera and Worms scare you-it's an

T H W =asy matter to prevent them.  This positive foct Is

TN S P Louched for by thousands of Farmers ond Hog Ralsers

“fo)‘ wd' L-yt Og In nearly every slote inthe Union. Just Ffeed with
the dally hog ration a small quantity of

MERRY WAR POWDERED LYE

It renders hogs immune to Cholera; tones them up;
K2eps tham on their feet; makes them fat and sleek:
Jestroys Warmsi Increases your pork profits. -

‘ ;‘,W,n'r]‘fw‘ s

MERRY WAR POWDERED LYH hos proved Itseifto
ba the surest draventive of Hog Chelera, extermingior
of Worimsand the bast bog conditioner gnd fottaner r
in the world. Here (s evidence that wil convince
you. Mr.H H Unterkircher of Waver, lowa. writes:
T am recommanding MERRY WAR POWDERED
LYE to everyane | see, as It 1S @ great hog condi-
tioner and worm destroyer."

Ask us about MERRY WAR POWDERED LYE.

A. W*White,

Dry Goods & Greceries
PLATTSMOUTH, Phones: Ind. 206, Bell Tl

Remember the Regalia Habana
Cigar. Always the best, Robert
Richter, manufaclurer,

Local News

l"t'nrnl Wednosday'a _Inm'. _
Miss Emma Kunz of Elmwood

15 in the city making a visit with
Misses Dora and Ola KalMenberger,
Fred Hawksworlh came in last W
evening from Lincoln Lo visit rela.
tives and look after mallers of
husiness,

Have you tried the Forest llose
flour? If nol, why not? It is the
best flour on the market and is
sold by all dealers,

8B Bmith came up this morn-
ing from his home at Murray and
wias g passenger on the early Bur-
Hngton train for Omaha, where ha
vistted for several hours,

Alttorney €, E, Telft of Weeping
Waler came in this morning to
look aflter business al the county
eourt hibuse,

k. A, Blair, superintendent of
construction, who has charge of
the work for the governnient al
the rifle range, was a pasgsenger
this afternoon for Omaha,

Mrs, . E, Andrews  doparted
(his alternoon for Gmaha, after a |
<hort vigit here with her mother,
Mrs, Barah Kerr,

P, K. Rulfner and his bhrother-
in-law, E. A. Kirkpalriek, of Ne-
| hawka, were passengers this aft-
fernoon for Omaha, where they
looked after some business mat.
lers,

Attorney G, 8, Aldrich of Elm.
woodd, was in the eily today for a
fow hours attending to business
malteérs at the courl house.

The Holly orchestra will furnish
the music next Saturday evening
for the M. W. A, dance atl the new

F. A, Kirkpalrick of Nehawkn
was o the ety last evening for a

shorl time  allend) Lo & '

I:'l'u:iu"i:.:-‘llh lillv. :'::I"ll"l‘pi‘lillll:' """| Woodman hall, and it will be
T g LI R M strictly up-to-date. Admission:
G. W. Skiles of Elmwood pre. | @onts; 500; ladles, fres, '

cinet exme in this morning and
spent several hours looking after
business al the court house,

Mrs, G, H, Hennings and Miss
Mildred Hanson of Omaha were in
the eily aver night attending the
Woodman Cirels, and while here
were guests of Mrs. M. E. Man-
speaker,  They returned home
this morning.

L. W, Roellger of Elmwood was
here todavy in atlendance al the
hearing on the David Christian
Kunz estate in county courl.

Henry Born deove in this morn-
ing from his farm, souvthwesi of
this eily, and ollended o =ome
Irading with the merchants,

I'. A, Hild of M, Pleazanl pre-
cinel eame in last evening from
Omaha, where e had been for the
day allending o business affairs,

Attorney Willinm DelesDornier
of Elmwood was in the eily Loday,
hoing here Lo ook afler
malters in the counly

, YOUR GUIDE
TO REAL

enlled
husiness
courl.

Mrs, Joseph J, Johnson and i<
le son arcived this morning on
No, 6 from Denver, CGolorado, hm-l
ing been called herve by the gserious

tliness of Mrs, Johnson's mother,
Mrs, Henry Eikenbary,

! Get That Nam

in your mind-—memorize
it—say it avery time you
buy whiskey and you will
always get the best.
ORDER FROM

Mes, Willtwny Wetenkamp nnd
Mrs, W, 1
Lhis mornimg from their homes ol |
Mynard andd PASSONEerS ““‘

Richurdson eame up

were
Lhe varly

Purlinglon lram for

The Celebrated Percheron
Stallion

Jaloux

Jaloux is a besutiful black
archeron, wei ghing 1850
pounds, foaled March &, 1909
bred by M. Durand, Depart-
ment of Orne, and imported
by E. J. Heisel, Fremont,
lowa, in October, 1911, and is
recorded in the Percheron So-
ciety of America, No, HIBT56, Jaloux has a splendid record, a strong
pedigree, and is an excellent fonl getter.

Jaloux will make the season of 1913 ns follows: Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday of each week at the barn of Henry Ragoos, five miles

southeast of Louisville, Thursday Friday andjSaturday at Wm. Wetten-
kams, ptwo miles west of Mynard.

TERMS—$15.00 to insure colt to stand and suck. Care will be taken
to prevent nccidents, but will not be held responsible should any otcur,

FOREST ROSE-—The best flour

on the market., Give it o Lrial

August Kiemm




