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CHAPTER V.
The Strange Behavior of a Chimney,

HERE was no reason o the
world why Hartley Wiggina
should not call upop two la-
dies lving i Westchester

county, and I must say that he ap-
neared to advantage in Miss Holllsler's
[brary.

e had got iuto his evening clothes
somewbere, perbaps at a nelghbering
inn or maybe at the bouse of a [rlend,
for be could not possibly have motored
into town and back since his lnterview
with Cecllia in the highway. He had
impressed the clerk at the Have and
Tortolse with the ldea that he had
left Now York for a long absence, and
be had apparently camped at the gates
| of Hopefleld to be near Ceeflln,
| When he bad pald his compliments
to the ladles he turned to me with an
almost Imperceptible Ifting of the
brows, but he was cordial enough, If
be was surprised or disappointed at see-
Ing me his manner dld not belray the

tecling. -
“Glad to see you, Ames. Rather
5 nice weather thls,"

“Even Dakota couldn't do better” 1
affirmed with & grin, but he Ignored
the fling.

Cecllln stirred restlessly, and 1 felt
decldedly 111 at case. Miss Holllster
crossed to the fireplace and poked the
logs.

Just what part Hezeklah Hollister
played In the situation was beyond me.
1f 1 had vot witnessed Wigging' clan-
destlne meeting with Cecllia matters
would have been clearer to my com-
prebension, but his appearance at the
bouse after the colloquy I bad over-
henrd from the brier patch was In It-
gelf Inexplicable. Miss HHollister's sin-
gular references to Hezekinh—a person
sbout whom my curlosily was now a
good deal aronsed—ndded to the mys-
tery that infolded the library.

Responsive to Miss Iollister's ener-
gotle prodding, the flames In the fire-
place leaped into the great thront of
the chimney with a roar. She turned,
her back to the bluze, and looked upon
ber guests benignantly,

“If all your Aues draw lke that one
they are not serlously In need of doc-
torhog,” 1 remarked

“Flues are nothing if not erratie,” re
plied Miss Hollister, The subject did
not appear to loterest ber, nor hnd
ghe, by the remolest suggestion, refor-
redd to the object of my coming. 1 hiad
snlffed valnly in the halls above and
below for any trace of the stale smoke
which usually greeled me at once on
my arriyval at the house of a client
“*The house was bunilt, you may not
know, for n manufacturer of umbrel
las, who died before he had occupled
it, In clrenmsianees 1 may loter dis-
close to yon, which necounts, Mr.
Ames, for that figure of Cupld under
4 plnk parasol on the drawing room
celling. At the first opportunity |1
ghall remove it as baby Cuplis are ir-
reconcllnble with the militant
making 1 addmire. | consider nmbrel
detestable antd never ourry one
when I ean command a mackintosh."

“When I'm on the ranch | wonr o
silcker,” sald Wigglns,  “It's bullet
proof, and that I Lhave found aut times
& declded advantage,"

We discussed mackintoshes for ot
least ten minntes with far  wore
sprightliness than T had fmagined the
subject could evoke. Then Miss Hol-
llster, after a turn up and down the
room, paused beside me,

“Mr. Ames,” she sald, “would yon
eare to Join me In a game of bitliards?
I'm not In my best form, but 1 think

lnve

las

woe might profitably Kuock tha balls |

for half ap bour”

[ nequiesced with alacrity. 1 assum-
ed It to be Mliss Hollister's purpose to
leave Cecllin snd Wiggins alone, |
should be rendering Wigging and Ue
ellla a serviee by withdrawing, and |
wias glad of a chance to escape.

To my Infinite surprise they both pro-
tested, not in were pollte murmurs, but
with considerable vebemence

“It's quite cool tomight, and I don't
belleve ¥ou ought to use the billlard

reom until the plumber has fxed the
radiator,” sald Cocllin,

“And If you knew Mr. Ames' game
I'm gure you wealdn't care to waste
tiwe on hlm," plped Wigglus, whom I
hod frequently vanquished in billiard
bouts nt the Hare and Tortolse, where,
1 may say modestly, 1 had long been
consldered one of the mogh formidable
of the club's playars,
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Bolth e #n60 Tecllia hod rigen, nnd
we stood, I remember, just before the

[ hearth during this eschauge. At this
mowent o siogular thing happened,

The fire that lnd been sweeping ln a
broad wovellke curve Into the chim-
ney was checked suddenly. 1 hod re-
| peatedly remnrked the admirable draft,
the facile grace of the tlame as it rose
and voanished, The cessation of the

premoultory symptoms by which n fire

tions.

Bcinse
| Seized the Tongs and Poker and Be:
gan Adjusting the Logs.

censed ntterly and without appareny
piiuse, We were oll aware of a choking,

uwot be aceoviunted for by
| stoppnge  Incident

uny

chimneys—the

to

| agiln,’

"sap hadn't dried out yor" propossd

draft wins unmarked by nny of -those | to leave

usually glves warning of evll luten- | my mind 10 follow
The upward curren! of alr had y s

| does not confliet with your habits.”

|
|
{

! iuest—uoothing moke—or jess."”

a gusping In the deep flue, which conld |
naturnl |

| distodglug of masonry or n packing of |

gool, The foriwer was havdly possibie
umd the honse was not old enough to
muka the latter theory plausible. From
my swrvey of the floe on my arrival in

| the afternoon 1 judged that this par |

ticular chimney had been little used

The smoke now rolled out In blllows
and drove us back from the henrth. 1
selzed the tongs and poker and begin
| resuljusting the logs, without, how-
ever, nny hope of correcting n diffienlty
thut lay patently in the upper regions
of the flue Itself. The smoke, after o
coufageous effort to rise, enconntered
in obatruetion of some sort anid ebbed
back upon the bearth and out into the
roout, My efforts to stop the trouble
by shiftlng the logs were futile, ns 1
expected them to be, and 1 retreaied
quickly, making, 1 fear, no very gnl
lant appearance ns 1 mopped my face
nud eyes

“Wall,”  excloimed Miss  Holllster
who had rung for a servant to open
the doors aml windows, *this s eot
tninly most extraordinary.
lution do you offer, Mr. Ames?"

“The matter requires Investigation.
1 ean't venture an opinjon antil [ have
mide a thovough Investigation,  The
night 18 perfectly guiet, and the wind
Is hardly responsible. T think we had
better abandon the room untll 1 ean
solve this riddle in the morning.”

The prowpt opening of the windows
nmdd doors cansed the slow dispersion
of the smoke, but the Hghts in the
room &t shone dimly as through a
fog

“It's beastiy!" elacuinted Wiggins,
coughlng. “1 didn't ruppose Pepper
ton would put a flue like that Into a
house, He ought to be shot!"

“1t v fortunate,” sald Miss Hollis-
ter, “that Mr. Ames I on the ground
| Hle now hns o cnge that will test his
most acute powers of dingnosia.”

The logs that had burned so brightly
before the chimney choked still held
| thelr flnmes stubbornly, and 1 had ad-
vised agalnst pouring water upon
them, fearing to erack the brick and
wtone work. We were about to adjourn
 to the drawing room. Miss Hollister
and the others had in fact renched
[ the door, lenving me nlone Lefore the
henrth. Then, as I atood half blinded
watching the smoke pour out into the
room and mors purzied than I had
ever been before In any of my em-
ployments, the chimney, with a deep
lotnke of breath, began drawing the
gmoke upward again. The flamesecanght
and spread with renewed ardor, and
when the trio still loitering 1o the hall
returned In answer (o my exclamation
of surprise, the flue had recovered Ity
| compostire and was behaving In a 8ine
and pormal manner,

I'n good denl on lmpulse.

She hnd never, 1 was sure, been
loveller than ot this moment. Her
| eyes filled, but she lifted ber head
proudly. Whatever the trouble might

| count, and If it lnvolved Hartley Wig
What so- |
| also

“A swallow undoubtedly fell into the
chimnoypot amd then got iiself ont
sigested Ceellin

"The logs must have been wet. The

Wiggins,

“The wood wus as dey as tinder,”
averred Miss Hollistor, not withont
frritntion. “And one swallow does not
make 8 snmmor or o chimney smoke
It wust have been a clangiog current
of ale, 1 was resilibg a book on bal
looning the other day, and It I8 re
mwarkable how the alr currents chaoge.”

"That Is quite possible, as the alr
tiols tapldly after sunset ot this sey-
son, and that is bound to have an efs
fect on the goallty and pesistance of
the atmosphere,” | replled sngely,

“Perhaps," sugeested Miss Hollister,
with one of those fashes of animation
that were so delightful in her, *it wns
1 ghost. The presence of o ghost in
this house wounld give me the greatest
pleasure. [ shonld look upon o ghost's
appearance at Ilopefield Manor as a
great compliment.  1If uny reputable,
decent ghost shoull by uny chance
take up his residence in this house 1
shonld glive Wim every eucontagement.,”

Miss Hollister seemed to bave for-
golten the proposed game of billlards
The chimney's lawless demonstration
hind, in Coct, given o new turn to the
evening., We discussed ghosts for half
an hour, and then, without baving en:
Joyed any opportunity for a single pri-
vate word with Cecllla, Wiggios rose
He shook hands all around
nud bowed from the door. It was in
miking o pretext
of walking with bilm to the station or
of helping him find bis car, but noth-
fng in Lils good nlglit to we encouraged
such attentions, sl a8 | pondered the
outer deor elosed upon my Jirresolu-
tion.

At the stroke of 10 Mliss Hollister
ros¢t amd excused berself. “We break-
fnst ot 8 Mr. Ames. [ trust the hour

1 assured her that the hour wns
wholly agreeable, nnd she gnve me her
hand with grent dignity.

When I turned townrd Cecllin she
had moved to a sent close hy the
hearth and wns gazing dreamlly into
thie tire, now & bed of glowing couls.

“It was odd,” T remarked

“You mean the chimney?*

“You. It was quite unacconntable.
1 confess that 1 never knew a chim-
ney's mood to change so abruptiy."

She sut stlent for several minutes
and then she lfted ber head and ber
eyes met mine

“Pardon we, Mr, Ames, but did my
aunt ask you here to examine the
chimneys? 1 didn't quite understand.
We have been here only a week; the
wenther hans been wirm, and 1 belleve
this fire hind not been lighted before
today. You will pardon my frankness,
but I can't quite understand why my
aunt invited you here If you cawme pro-
fessionally. 1 thought when yon ap-
peared this afternoon that you were a

“You had heard nothing of any tron
ble with the fireplaees? Then | nm In
the dork 48 much ng you. As 1 ondep

stood it, 1 was called here to examine
the flnes; but. now that | think of It,
she did not say explicitly that her
ohimneys were bebaving badly, though
that was, of course, implied. 1 patuo-
rally nssumed that she summoned me
here In my professional eapneity. |
wis nostranger {o your sunt; she wonld |
hardiy bave invited me otherwise. ||
imngine, however, that your nunt acts
Her asking
me here muy have been only o whim.”
“Plense don't Imagine that your com:

Ing hins pot been agreeable (o me,” Ce
cllin protested. “My aunt is quite
cupnble of Invitlng a stranger to fhe
house, She met you, | believe, at the
Asolando. 1 hope you understand that
it Is only because 1 am in deep trou

ble, Mr. Ames, trouble of the gravest

nature, that 1 have ventured to spenk
to you In this way of my aunt, for
whom I have all rvespect and affec

tlon."

be T was sorry for It on her own ac

ging my sympathy went ont to him
On an Impulse | spoke of him.

“I was surprised to meet Iartley
Wigging here. [He's o dear friend of
mine, you know. 1 thought he had|
gone to his ranch. He left the Hare
and Tortolse very abiruptly a few nights
ago Just after we hod dined together.
He must be stopplng somewhere In
the neighborhood.”

“It's quite possible.
Inn, you know,
from there,”

“I hado't thought of that—the Pres-
cott Arms | suppose you mean”

She nodded, but she was clearly not
Interested In me, and when 1 found
myself falling dismally to divert her
thoughts to cheerfuler channels I rose
and bade her good night. ‘

The servant who had previously at-
tended me appeared promptly when 1|
renched my room, bearing a tray, with |
biscults and a bottle of ale. He gave
me an envelope addressed In a hand
I niready knew as Miss Octavia's, and
I opened and read:

The following I either delest or dlstrust,
so kindly refraln from mentioning them |
while you are n guest of Hopefield Manor:

Automobiles,

Mushed potatoes.

Whishers,

And there's an
| finey be drove over

| was sharply onthined to my visign

ihis worning for Omalin, whera
[ they spent (e doy taking in the
sighils,

Chopin's Concerto In B minor (0p. 1)

Biahop'a Coadjutor

Limariockn

Catn OCTAVIA HOLLISTER.

Before T slept I threw up my window
and stepped out upon a narrow bal- |
cony that afforded a capltal view of the
flelds and woods to the enst. The night
was fine, with the sky bright wllh‘
stars and moon, As my eyes drup|n\l|
from the horizon to the near landscape |
Lgaw n man perched on a knoll in the

- —

midst of & corufield  He stood as vight
as a sentry on duty, or like a foriovn
commander sonnting the speare of his
tattered bLattallons. | was uot sure
that he saw we, for the balvony was
slightly shiandowsd, but, ot any rote, hie
His
derby bat aund overcoal gave hl nn
odd appearance as he stood brooding
above the cortt.  Then he vanlshed sud-
denly, though as he retlved toward b
highway [ followed him for some time
by the shaking und ferking of the corn
stalks, 1 determidned to moke every of
fort to xee Wigging the next day nmd
learn the exact stuins of his affale with
Cecllin 1Tolltuty

o Be Continued,)

Local News

From Monday's ally.

i, J, Hennings ol wile of noar
Cedar Creek were in the oily Lo
gay allending o soime rad o

W By Whedler and gon, Alberd,

Lo saturday

allending

Watller 10

Lrading  with The

SR e -
vhanls,
James W, Holmes of Murray

fame up Salarday and attended (o
sonte business mattors in this ety

for a shorl Chue,
Lowie Thomas came in this aft-
ernoon  from Missourt  Valley,

Joowar, where e had been atlending
fo husiness matlers,

P, A
fronn he

wils n Saturday
of Cedar Creek
dinne Lhe week<end shopping and
wilth friends.

Horn
NicILy

VisILing

. E. Metzer deove ap Satarday
[eom s home, neat Mynard, and

spenl sfeveral hours in Lhis elly
wilh lis many friends

Mes, A, F. Sevhberr of CGullom
wis in-the eily  loday  for a Tow
hours visiting  celalives and al-

londing Lo some frading,

Exther Hunter of Fremont was
4 visitor here al the W. A. Rob-
home, relurning to her
honne vesierday afternoon

erlson

Juhin KafMenperger wias in lown
Salurday for a few hours visiting
his friends and altending to somne
{rading with the merchants,

A. M. Holmes of Murray was o
vistor here yesterday with rela-
fives, returning 1o his home this
morning on Lthe B:AG train,

Bd Beeker  drove in Salurday
from his home, west of Lthis eity,
allended
i tiers hers

lo somme business

for @ shorl Lime,

andl

il Theall, wile and niece, Miss

e Thomas,  were piassengers

Jwines Robortson and wile drove

al to Lonisville this morning o

Cisil withe feiends  there and o
look  after  =ome  property (-
Lerrest s,

George 1. Meisinger, Jr., dros
in Snturday from his Tarm, neal

fhis eity, and  visgited with rela-

Pives, as woll as attending Lo somne
lrading.

John Helflicker and daughter,
of near Cedar Creek, were in the
ity Snlurday for a few hours al-
fending 1o gome Leading with the
merchants,

.\Iillilli'- and wile ni'

came down  Saturdas
evening on No. 2 from Lhen
and visited over Sunday here with

Chatles
Bavelock
honme

relalives,

Frank
in Salurday aflernoon from their
home, near  this eily, and spenl
several hours looking afler soms
week<end shopping.

Steppatl and wile chme

Joe Peters, accompanied by Hoy
Rinker, Anton Humla and Ezra
Crabill and family, were passeng-
ors Lthis morning  for Glenwood,
where the genllemen will go o
work on the contract of My,
Pelers’ in Lhat cily.

Caplain Isaac Wiles and wile
and Luke Wiles and family were
visitore yesterday in Glenwoaod,
where they were guests at the
hean home., The members of this
family suffered severely in the
tornado last Sunday.

Attention!

We oan  write vou a Tornado
Poliey for Five Hundred Dollars

for fiye years for 75 cenls a
vear: larger ones al the same
ratio., At thig low rate you cannaol

afford Lo be withoul insurance,
Windham Investmenl & Loan GCo,
Ju24-LIw

The Journal Want Ads for re-
sults.

You Can Prévent HBE&&E&F
Kill Hog Worms :
and Have Fat Hogs.

Don't let Hog Cholera and Worms seare you-Iit'y an
aasy matter to pravent them.  This pasitive Fact is
vouched for by thousands of Farmers and Hog Roisers
in naarly evary state inthe Unlon, Just feed with
the daily hog ration a small guantity of

MERRY WAR POWDERED LYE

it randers hogs iImmunae to Cholara; tonas them up:
eaps therm on thoir feey;  makes them fat ond sleek:
lestrovs Worma: Inercases your nork profits,
MEREY WAR FOWDERED LYE hos proved Itself Lo
Uit the surest preventive of Hog Cholera, éxterm|

“Yam a ’
Werry War Lye Hog

—
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Rk
Here 12 ovidence that whl convinge .
you. Mr H. 1 Unterkircher of Wever, lown, writes:
| am recommending MERRY WAR POWDERED
LYE to everyona | sa 1 It Is @ grea. hog condis
tioner and worm destroyer,”

Ask us about MERRY WAR POWDERED LYE.

A. W. White,

Dry Goods & Groceries

in the world

PLATTSMOUTH, Phones: Ind. 206,Bell TI NEBR.
Loca| Naws I Mrs. P. . Goos and daughter,
Mrs, Olga  Croseary, wearg pas-
sengers  yosterday for  Omaha,
- where they visiled for a few

From Tuesday's Dally. hours, N

1, T. Younker of Glenwood was
in the city yeslorday fora few|
hours atlending Lo some mallers
of business,

Ed Rummell and wile eame in
this  mormng from  their farm
pear Mynavd amld were passeng-
[ers on the early Burlinglon (rain
for Omaha,

County  Commissionar . R.
Jordan Alvo  ecame in last
evening to altend the meeling of
Lhe commissioners todav, |

ol

Gharles G, Beeson, who is here
vigiting his mother for a few days,
wits o pas=enger yostorday after-
Goorge A, Kalleuberger ;uul!u-mn for  Omaha (o look after
wife were passengers Lhis morn- [some husiness matlors,
ing for Omaha, where Lhey visited
for Lthe day with [riends.

L, E. Hesbner, eonnly cominis-
sioner from the Second distriet,
came o last evening on the Mis-
souri Pacitle to allend the eom-
migsioners’ meoling.

Windleld Swan and Fred Glark
of Undon eante up iz morning Lo
allend to some business matters
al the eonrl house,

Joe Vitersnek of Alberton, Mon-
lana, who has been here visiting
his parents, wesl of this eity, de-
parled yesterday allernoon for
Omaha, from which place he will
leave for his home,

J, W, Cox and family, who have
been here for some lime visiling
al the home of Mrs, Cox's parents,
John Brady and wife, departed
last evening on No, 2 for Chicago,

Coorge J. Meisinger of Myvnard
the oily yvestorday for a
fow hionrs altending Lo some Lradd-

ing with the merchanis,

Wias In

Mark White and wife drove up
vesterday from Ltheir home near
Rock Bluffs and allended Lo some
trading with the merchants,

Ben Boeckman, i_l.(.‘l'l“"l)u“il"! h,\' where ”"-y will reside in the
his €on-in-law, Louie Rheinnckle, | fuyture.
and his grandson, were in the eily ———— s W2 -
lo day looking after some busi-f  sjiee  Mary Hobsheit, who is
ness matters. tenching  school near  Osmond,

Neb., and Miss Margarel O'Brien
of that place, who have heen visil-
ing al the William Morley home in
thi= eily, departed this morning
for their homes, Miss Annn Mor-
ey accompar‘ed them as far as
Omaha,

Heney Snoke anid wife of Eagle
cime 1 Lhis morning on the M,
1, Topr n few hours' business Leip,
and  departed Na. 16 for
Chmahan.,

.. 1Y, Hialt, the Murray mer-
Ii||||lI

W, W, Calkin and son, Kien, of
Diller, Neb., who have bean hére
visiling 4t the home of Mr. Cal-
kin's sister, Mrs. R, L. Propst, at
Mynard, depavied yveslerday after-
noon for theie home,  Mrs, Prposlt
thetn far as

eadiie e s oriiing itI:|||
15 for
where he was ealled on

inaliers

Wils o
(hnahia,

pasaenger on No,

s Iness

Padttor €0 L. af he
Union Ledger came up this morns-
ing on the early Missouri Pacilie

L Lo aMend Lo ame husiness

(aritves
accamparied
Omaha.

it=

Boys' Club Meets.

The Bovs'  clib of SI. Luke's
parish  mel at the rectory  last
might and were anlertained by Mr,
William R, Egenberger, Dr.
Stewarl Lavingston  was present
foes and take o the sights in thelynd gave a very inleresting talk

mallers al the court bhouse,

Boaroum Miller and An-
lon Niltkn were passengers on the
early Burlington teain for Omaha

Lo gallend o some

Henrs

bhusimess mat

g iy !!u the hovs, Mrs, Wilson and
- | Miss Violel Daodge served some
tavinond Cotton of Sootland, 5. deligons refreshmenls which
1, who has been g guest here al were mneh  appreciated by the
the Chris Wohlfarth home for ol bovs, and they [eel l'l‘!']!]\ grale~
fow dayve, doparted on the early | fal to Me. Egenberger and Father
Burlington e today Tor his!and Mes, Wilson Tor the line fime
e !-'!1!il_'|'m| lngl evening,

Increase the value and improve
the appearance of your Barns, Roofs,
Fences al:’d Outbuildings with
SHERWIN-WILLIANS
CommoNweALTH BARN ReD
An easy working, hard drying paint of
clean, bright color and handsome :h)sl. It
covers well, moderate in price, and ex-
ceedingly economical,  Will far more than
return every dollar paid in increased selling
or renting value of your property,
In gallons, five gallon packs

B ages, and barrels.
Always Fuil Measure,

S0LD BY

F. G. Fricke & Co.

The Rexall Store

Per

$1 oo
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